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INSIGHTS
Exposing the “Green Revolution”
armers have worked the rugged 
land in Western Africa for 

generations, moving seasonally 
from field to forest for food and 
livelihood. While life was never easy, 
the community worked together, in 
harmony with their surroundings, 
to provide for themselves and 
their neighbors.

All that changed when the 
government planted a virtual “For 
Lease” sign on the land. China and 
other buyers grabbed it up, quickly 
draining the land of nutrients with 
vast fields of monocrops for export.
This is the plight of many farmers 
across the Global South. Massive 
land grabs – combined with the 
influx of genetically modified seeds 
under the banner of the “Green 
Revolution” – come with empty 
promises of increased agricultural 
productivity and the end of hunger.

But the truth is much more sinister 
than its cheerful moniker implies: 
this so-called “Green Revolution” is 
responsible for poisoning precious 
farmland with toxic chemicals while 

profiting agro-industrial giants 
at the expense of the families and 
communities who depend on – and 
care for – the land.

Luckily, threatened small farmers 
have somewhere to turn. Many 
are joining a growing movement 
of peasant farmers who are part 
of We Are the Solution, a network 
of women-led family farmer 
organizations in five countries of 
West Africa, working to promote 
agroecology and food sovereignty 
as an alternative to the corporate 
takeover of agriculture in 
the region. 

Grassroots International has 
supported We Are the Solution for 
four years, and they are just one of 
our partners in this year’s launch 
of the Fund for Resource Rights in 
West Africa. Together, Grassroots 
and our Fund partners advance real 
solutions based on agro-ecology, 
a practice grounded in human 
dignity, sustainable methods, and 
community empowerment.

These women led farmer groups 
recognize that chronic problems 
of hunger and landlessness will 
continue to exist unless we stop the 
Green Revolution. Through your 
continued support of Grassroots 
International, we can build a global 
food system that is socially just, 
environmentally friendly, and 
economically viable. 

Supporting Women, the 
Backbone of Haiti’s Economy
If you ever visit Haiti’s rural 
countryside, you’d see that it’s 
the women of Haiti, who farm, 
harvest, and transport their 
produce to market – despite 
the absence of infrastructure or 
governmental support.

These women are the true backbone 
of Haiti’s economy as they coax 
value from its soil and fuel the 
local production that is helping the 
economy heal.

continued on page 2…



2 Grassroots International INSIGHTS

Letter from the Interim Director

In my time at Grassroots International I’ve quickly 
come to grasp what you no doubt already know very 
well – things move fast! And I don’t mean at the 
office, although that is true. I mean in the world.

This newsletter offers a few quick snapshots of some of the advances 
and activities happening in Haiti, Palestine, Brazil, West Africa, all 
places where your support equips powerful people’s movements with 
the resources and solidarity they need to push forward. 

Here are a few other stories that have been unfolding in the 
last months:

 • Indigenous and peasant groups in Guatemala successfully   
  forced the nation’s congress to repeal “the Monsanto Law”   
  legislation that would have given exclusivity on patented seeds  
  to a handful of transnational companies.

 • Grassroots International’s Palestinian partner, the Union of  
  Agricultural Work Committees, received the 2014 US Food 
  Sovereignty Prize. UAWC has been a leading force for the   
  promotion of food sovereignty (not just food security) in   
  Palestine, and also does a lot to connect with social movements  
  internationally, such as through the World Social Forum and 
  most recently as a new member of the Via Campesina.

 • Our advocacy efforts with the Climate Justice Alliance took   
  center stage in the Our Power actions in California and as 
  part of a national and international mobilization and People’s   
  Climate Justice Summit in New York City.

 • Antonal Mortime from the Platform of Haitian Human Rights  
  Organizations met with Grassroots’ supporters and shared with  
  them the ongoing work for human rights and food sovereignty.

These are just a few of the many updates I could share with you, 
to show about how your support of Grassroots International is 
impacting movements and peoples around the world. Thank you 
for your passion and support, and for sharing in this great work. 
Together, we can – and we will – move mountains.

       In gratitude and solidarity,

       Gisele M. Michel

Supporting Women…
Continued from cover page

The motive that drives the women of 
Haiti is simple, yet powerful: they seek 
to feed and care for their families and 
sustain their communities. No doubt, 
such powerful motivation is what 
enables them to thrive in the face of 
such odds and obstacles. That, and 
your support through 
Grassroots International.

Grassroots has long stood by the 
people of Haiti, emphasizing local 
solutions to the island country’s 
development struggles. Over time, 
we’ve come to realize that in many 
cases women are the solution – and 
that by supporting women, we can 
help build a stronger, more self-
sufficient Haiti.

That’s why, through our partners like, 
the Haitian Platform to Advocate 
Alternative Development and the 
National Congress of the Papaye 
Peasant Movement, supporters like 
you are empowering women. You 
are helping to provide education and 
training to secure land rights, and 
boost agricultural initiatives, like the 
one that is helping women to purchase 
goats to serve as 
four-legged 
savings accounts.

According to women like 
Clotilde and Rosaline, “Livestock 
ownership is a lifeline for the women 
here. We can sell livestock or livestock 
products, like milk, to take care of our 
families and ourselves.”

Through partnerships that stress 
mutual respect and community-based 
solutions, your support of Grassroots 
International is lifting unnecessary 
burdens from the shoulders of Haitian 
women who are working to create a 
brighter future for themselves, their 
families, and their nation. Thank you 
for building new strength and hope 
for Haiti with your support! 
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Grassroots International is 
watching closely as the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) considers trade 
provisions that could impact the 
lives of thousands of hungry people 
around the globe. 

At the heart of this debate is whether 
a government’s efforts to provide 
food for their nation’s poor should be 
subject to restrictions and penalties. 

India, South Africa, and other 
developing countries in the G-33 
group (46 nations in all) have food-
security programs that buy their 
farmers’ crops at “administered 
prices” above market value, to 
stabilize prices and pay struggling 
farmers a more livable wage. 
Government-bought crops are then 
used to feed the nation’s poor – 
oftentimes those same farmers and 
their families.

But according to the WTO’s 
Agreement on Agriculture 
(AoA), the difference between the 
administered and market prices is 
considered a subsidy. 

The United States and other 
developed nations want to place 
harsh restrictions on this subsidy, 
decrying it as a barrier to trade. 
Their fear is that developing 
countries will dump their surplus 
crops on the international market 
– something the U.S. has done 
historically to aid its own farmers. 

This hypocritical attack could deal a 
death blow to current food-subsidy 
programs – and the hungry people 
they serve. 

With support from activists like 
you, Grassroots International is 
standing strong with India and its 
allies who are withholding support 
for the trade talks and advocating 
for changes to the AoA to protect 
programs that are so critical to small 
farmers and hungry people around 
the globe. We’re also standing with 
our partners like La Via Campesina 
who are working to keep the WTO 
out of agriculture altogether. With 
your support, we can do more to 
help our partners across the globe. 

Striving for Peace and 
Justice in Palestine
Ongoing violence in the Gaza Strip  
has cost more than 2,000 Palestinian 
lives, left more than 10,000 wounded 
and destroyed over 42,000 acres of 
farmland, and devastated the water 
infrastructure there.

Thanks to friends like you, who 
contributed to Palestinian relief 
efforts, Grassroots International 
has been able to provide solidarity 
and support to civil society 
groups working tirelessly under 
terrible conditions.

Gifts from Grassroots International 
supporters have made it possible to 
provide medical relief, document 
the destruction and human rights 
abuses, and provide for communities 
impacted by the bombing.

Yet the civilian infrastructure – 
including basic necessities like 
electricity, water, hospitals, shelters, 
and houses – remains under attack 
from policies of occupation and 
siege. To date, more than a half 
million innocent civilians have been 
driven from their homes.

Though the images of war we see 
on the nightly news paint a bleak 
picture, your support is helping 
Grassroots International and our 
partners work toward peace. And 
the outpouring of gratitude from 
Palestine has been overwhelming. 
Here is just one of many notes 
we’ve received, which speaks to the 
invaluable impact of your support:

Thank you so much for the kind 
and warm feelings and thoughts, for 
keeping us in mind though distant. 
We appreciate the solidarity work 
done by Grassroots International and 
others. People like you are the only 
way to voice our rights to a world full 
of injustice and inhumanity.” 

– Nida’a, Palestinian Agricultural  
   Relief Committees  

India and G-33 Battle WTO to Save Food-Security Programs
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Rising to Defend Brazil’s River Communities

 I’ll become a Seeds of Change Giving Club member 
 and pledge a monthly gift of: $                    

 I can’t pledge a monthly gift right now, but here 
 is my one-time gift of: 
  $25      $50      $100      Other: $                          

 I have pledged $10 or more, please send my Free tote bag

 I have pledged $10 or more, but please don’t send a tote bag

                                                                                               
Name
   
Address 1

   
Address 2

   
City, State, Zip Code

Everyone has a right to land, water and food, which is 
why you can count on my  support now!

I’ll give by:    Check (payable to Grassroots International)
	 	 	 	 MasterCard    VISA     AmEx     Discover
                                                                                                                          /           
Card#                                                                                                         Sec. Code                Expires 
                                                                
Signature
                                                                
Your e-mail, please, so we can keep you informed about how your support helps.  (We never share your e-mail.)

• Questions? Contact Shannon Duncan at 617.524.1400 
 or sduncan@GrassrootsOnline.org

• Prefer to donate online? Visit www.GrassrootsOnline.org/sustain

            Your gift is tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

For the Brazilian Ministry of Mines 
and Energy, a plan to build 168 
new dams before the year 2021 
means large-scale hydroelectric 
development and untold profit. 

But for the 20,000 farmers and 
indigenous people who depend on 
the Xingu and Tapajos Rivers for 
fertile soil, food, and transportation, 
it means an end to life as they 
know it. And it threatens 
massive environmental and 
climate disruption.

Under the current plan, dam 
construction will flood 2,500 square 
miles of land – the equivalent of 
drowning the entire state 
of Delaware. 

“The pursuit of profit has swelled 
and advanced in Brazilian and Latin 
American territories, affecting the 
extraordinary riches we have in 
water, energy, and biodiversity,” José 
Alves de Oliveira explains.

José – a spokesperson for Grassroots’ 
partner the Movement of People 
Affected by Dams (MAB) – is part of 
mounting opposition by Brazilian 
social movements determined to 
protect people in the Amazon Basin. 

With friends like you at our side, 
Grassroots International is stepping 
up urgent efforts to preserve the 
Amazon Basin and protect the lives 
and livelihoods of the farmers and 
indigenous peoples there. 

Pledge $10 or more monthly 
and receive this tote bag.


