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District: Maqbanah  
Locations Visited: Maqban, Hagdah, Mirab and Shameer, Al-Bareh, Al-Kamb-AlGamhara and 
AlMugahdah 

Key informant gender: Male and Female 

Key informant category: Displaced populations, effected  and host community members 

 
 
Preface & Methodology:  
Islamic Help UK has been working in Taiz governorate during the recent escalation of conflict since 
August 2015, mainly providing food aid– reaching 6,100 families (HHs) with monthly food rations 
supported by WFP. Previously in 2013 IHUK has provided WASH assistance with distribution of 
Hygiene Kits, well rehabilitation and community trainings in the rural areas of Taiz governrate. 
 
Following the increased airstrikes in mid September by coalition aircrafts and war ships along with 
ground military operations in Dhubab and Al.Makha districts, the IDPs movement started moving 
towards safer locations in Maqbanh district in the governorate of Ta’iz, at the eastern side of Taiz 
govornrate. 
 
IHUK team along with the local volunteers conducted a multisector initial rapid assement using 
MIRA assessment tool on 22nd and 23rd October to assess the emergency situation and verify the 
needs, aiming to collect data on household characteristics, health nutrition livelihoods and social 
protection and safety, finding way for relief to the needy and the poor. 
 
Security & Access Situation  
The fighting has intensified between all parties, heavy airstrikes and increased ground fighting is 
making humanitarian access to those most in need extremely challenging with high level of 
insecurity for the staff and humanitarian supplies itself.  
 
Humanitarian Situation 
Most of the local populations of this district live in a unstable economic situation with most of the 
population located substantially below the poverty line due to unemployment and loosing their job 
opportunities due to the conflict. Agriculture and livestock are the main livelihoods in the area, but 
because of the crisis many  farmers have stopped farming due to the lack of oil-derivative inputs.  
 
Due to poverty and economic conditions, many children cannot complete schooling and for that 
they are forced to look for work in the fields or in daily wage positions. There is a severe lack of girls’ 
education in the community, and access to health facilities is extremely low (with facilities either 
sparse or not functioning adequately).  
 
In regards to access to water, there is a lack of state-led water projects in the area, with previous 
existing projects to provide water non-funcitoning due to the recent crises. They Largely suffer from 
extreme luck of water creating crisis in the area.  
 
Till the date of assessment, no humanitarian aid had reached to these conflict affected and displaced 
population groups, mainly due to insecurity and access issues.  
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A group of IDP families in Makeshift Shelter near 
Hagdah area 

Displacement: 
Large internal displacement has resulted due to recent intensity of conflict within Ta’iz and 
increasing airstrikes from coalition aircraft along with ground military operations in the region of 
Dhubab and Al.Makha districts. 
 

 
IDP families taking shelter at Al.Garin School 

Nearly 5573  displaced families have fleed to the Maqbanha, they left their homes behind to flee 
the raging conflict with basic amnesties and are now facing severe food and water shortages, 
threatening the survival of the majority of these IDPs. As these IDPs are scattered in hard to reach 
rural areas (seen in pictures), they have been not received any humanitarian assistance. 
Locations and population approximate numbers of displaced 
families: 
 

 Maqbanah Centre: Hosting more than 425  displaced 
families. 

 

 Hagdah Area: Hosting more than 2180 displaced 
families. 

 

 Mirab and Shameer: are hosing more than 1304 
families. 

 

 Al-Bareh, Al-Kamb-AlGamhara and Al-Mugahdah 
areas: are hosting more than 1547 families. 
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Beside these IDPs, large numbers of displaced families from different districts of Taiz, there are  
affected families fleed within Maqbanah itself, escaping from targeted areas by airstricks such as Al-
Bareh , AL-Kamb and Govermental Security Compound.  
 
High Priority Needs 
There are seriouse problems arising in the community because people cannot meet their daily needs 
for food, water or other essential day to day needs. The IDPs are setting up shelters in rain drainage 
areas which can turn catastrophic. During the data collection the high priority needs of IDPs are: 

 Food 

 Shelter (winterization) 

 Water and Sanitation 

 Basic Health Services 

 Protection 
 
With the prolonged conflict, people in the community have 
already sold out their household assets and can’t afford to meet 
their needs for survival. The conflict has prevented people from 
generating income to meet their basic requirements with 
increasing prices of fuel and basic goods, they have less 
opportunity to earn money. 
Disruption of fuel and electricity worsens the situation for any 
basic lifesaving support for the area; drinking water and health 
services especially. Fears of increasing violence and conflict 
reaching to their areas. Creates a restriction of movement making 
it hard for humanitarian actors to reach. Lack of solid waste 
management, can results in vector borne diseses such as Malaria, 
Dengue fever while community infrastrucres schools and health 
facilities are being used as Shelter but cannot accommodate every 
one. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

An IDP family of 13 trying to feed their 
children while parents and adults surive 
on 1 meal a day 

A makeshift shelter prepared by IDPs 
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IDPs took shelter in an under construction school Hagdah with no access to water 
or sanitation facilities 

 

Safe Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
 
Most of  the water projects are not functioning due of lack of fuel, this has forced people to purchase 
the water from traditional water sellers with high prices, putting extra burden on households with 
no income capacity. Poor displaced and host families have to walk long distances upto 30 Kms to 
collect some water to cover their basic needs which is not enough or safe for drinking, cooking or 
personal hygiene. The children and adolescent is doing the water collection which also puts them in 
high protection risk in the current conflict situation. 
 

With increasing family memebers (hosting displaced families), it is not possible to access clean 
toilets with lack of water, which has started to have hygienic and health issues which may led to 
sever diseases. 
 
The displaced families who are staying at abandoned building or schools eather they are without 
WASH facilities and unable to obtain and store drinking water. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

IDPs took shelter in an under construction building Om Alagin School at Alqaten area with no access to water or 
sanitation facilities 
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Food and Nutrition  
Insecurity has further restricted people to basics services such as (health facilities water points and 
leading to skyrocketing and luck of fuel and gradual increase for food items and basic needs. People 
are facing problems to optain enough food to feed their families. The displaced families were 
depending on fisihing and farming with displacement they don’t have source of income. The 
observed condition of children showed signs of malnutrition with the reduced food intake and unsfe 
drinking water.  

 
Shelter, NFIs and Community Structures 
 
The types of shelters used by displaced familes are relative homes, public schools, health facilities 
and abandoned or under construction buildings. The IDPs are setting up shelters in rain drainage 
areas to avoid disputes with hosting community, which can turn catastrophic with the expected 
rains. The families are facing lack of privacy,problems in basic clothing, beddings and blanckets with 
no basic supplies for daily life and requirements for changing of weather to winter as the rainy 
season will start in few weeks. 
 
 
 
 

Makeshift shelter prepared by IDPs- the rain way near to Hagdah area 

An IDP family of 9 children and 5 adults trying to feed thier childern with basic tomato  and bread dish while adults are 
surviving on one meal a day 
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Their condition is in a dire state as a result of the on going conflict leaving people in need of the 
basic health care, and basic life needs putting families in vulnerable situation and desperate for early 
relief. 
 
 

Education: 
In areas of Taiz and Ibb governorates with currently fighting and close to those areas, mostly children 
have been out of school since conflict started children are currently missing out on education, the 
conflict has left schools unable to resume lessons, including schools which are partially damaged 
and schools being totally damaged with additional schools being used with IDPs as shelters. 
 

IDP Families taking shelter in an under construction building in Om Al-Ahij area. 

 

Childern with poor hygieneic condition and lack of adequate clothing; not attending schools while living out of an 
underconstructed school building. 
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Protection: 
The IDPs are fearful of being attacked with the expansion of the conflict to their locations and also 
a major concern expressed was the fear of coalition bombing on the schools and other public 
structures they are using. The conjested and overburdened space used for shelter is also creating 
protection concerns for minors, women and elderly; especially in the absence of segregated 
toilet/bathing facilities which are also lacking lighting after subset. The women are lacking extra sets 
of clothing to cover themselves according to the local customs and traditions. There are fears of 
increase in early child marriage, if the families do not get humanitarian support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Key Observations 
 

 Large number of checkpoints in civilian areas. 

 Children (under 18) carring weapons at the checkpoints and surrounding areas. 

 All school are closed 

 Local utilities and services (electricity, water, waste removal) are not functioning 

 Shortage of basic food in markets 

 Many people begging in the streets 
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An elderly man along with his family and grand childern in abanded building- Al-Ahroz/ Wadi Addahi 
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