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Red Cross volunteers in  Gabon: on the front lines of the response to the post-election violence .  More than 100 volunteers were deployed 

nationwide to provide first aid assistance to affected communities as clashes erupted following  the announcement of the elections  results  on  

August 31, 2016. Photo: Gabon Red Cross 
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   From the Head of Cluster 

 

 

 

 

 

I am delighted for the opportunity of returning to the IFRC moth-

er-ship and joining a team of professionals, many of whom I’ve 

been working together with, for the best part of my twenty years 

based in various places in Africa and around the world. 

The IFRC Central Africa  multi-country cluster  support team   

based in Yaoundé provides support to National Red Cross So-

cieties in six countries: Cameroon, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, 

Democratic Republic of the Congo ( DRC), the Congo Republic 

(RoC) and Sao Tome & Principe. We also provide technical 

support  to the Central African Red Cross Society and to other 

National Red Cross Societies in the continent for specific 

events and emergency operations when needed.  

Since the outbreak of yellow fever, measles and cholera in the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo, in March, our team has 

taken immediate action to respond effectively to these health 

emergencies. In parallel, we supported the organization of  an 

extraordinary General Assembly following the untimely death of 

Mr Dominique Lutula, President of the Red Cross of the DRC. 

This led to the election of the incumbent Vice-President, Mr 

Grégroire Mateso, as the new National President.  

Civil unrest engulfed Gabon after controversial presidential 

elections results on 31 August which led to the re-election of  

incumbent President Ali Bongo. Clashes between contesters 

and security forces have led to the loss of human lives and the 

destruction of state buildings and businesses. The Gabonese 

Constitutional Court  has now confirmed the victory of Ali Bon-

go over opposition leader Jean Ping. The security situation  

though calm  remains precarious. The crucial preparedness 

measures and outstanding response by the Gabonese Red 

Cross  staff and volunteers have been appreciated both by the 

local people who’ve received assistance and the international 

community. Red Cross teams continue to be on maximum alert, 

ready to intervene should there be a flare-up of violence.  

In Cameroon, the IFRC Central Africa cluster team supported, 

in partnership with the Swedish Red Cross, a peace-building 

youth  forum, linked to a Central African refugees operation. 

The event brought together young people from universities and 

professional schools nationwide, as well as from youth net-

works in Chad, Congo and Cape Verde, to discuss and reflect 

on key humanitarian challenges. Participants also visited vul-

nerable refugee communities living in Cameroon. As part of the 

response to the Lake Chad crisis, the IFRC Central Africa and 

Cameroon Red Cross, in collaboration with UNHCR, has been 

providing emergency assistance since 2013 to CAR refugees 

fleeing inter-community violence. More recently, we have also 

provided assistance to Nigerian refugees and internally dis-

placed Cameroonians in the Far North region, who are seeking 

safety and refuge from the suicide bombing attacks at the Cam-

eroonian  borders with Nigeria. Our efforts to secure more re-

sources for these interventions continue. 

In Equatorial Guinea, the IFRC is supporting the National Soci-

ety with resources from the Intensive Capacity Building Fund 

(ICBF) to support an ongoing restructuring programme of its 

branches as well as the organization of an elective General 

Assembly. The ultimate goal of this is to strengthen institutional 

and operational capacities of the Red Cross of Equatorial Guin-

ea for effective humanitarian interventions. 

In the Central African Republic, technical support was provided 

to the National Society’s response to a  cholera outbreak in 

Ndjoukou and Bangui. Beyond Central Africa, our Yaoundé-

based experts facilitated training sessions on the prevention 

and control of vector-borne diseases in Southern Africa. 

Dear colleagues, partners and 

friends, 

 

I joined the  International Federa-

tion of Red Cross and Red Cres-

cent Societies (IFRC) Central Afri-

ca Cluster, in August 2016, after 

my appointment in May as the 

Head of Cluster. Before joining the  

team in Yaoundé,  I was Head of 

Desk/ Regional Representative of 

the Swedish Red Cross  for Africa  

and Latin America.  

Andrei ENGSTRAND-NEACSU 

Follow Andrei on:  @ AndreiRedCross 

http://www.ifrc.org/en/publications-and-reports/appeals/?ac=&at=0&c=&co=SP162CM&dt=1&f=&re=&t=&ti=population%20movement%20&zo=
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Disaster Management 

Gabon  civil unrest  

Following the presidential elections in Gabon which took 

place on 27 August 2016 and the announcement of the re-

election of  Ali Bongo, a civil unrest started on 31 August, 

as the main opposition leader, Jean Ping, rejected the 

results and made claims of fraud. Clashes between the 

people and security forces have led to shootings, and the 

destruction of state  buildings and businesses. Libreville  

and Port-Gentil  were amongst the worst affected cities 

until fresh violence were recorded in  Lambarene , Oyem 

and Makokou. The Gabonese Red Cross mobilized 110 

volunteers nationwide to provide first aid assistance in the 

affected communities.  

 

The IFRC Central Africa cluster office supported the Gabo-

nese Red Cross by providing technical support in election 

preparedness activities, which were funded through a Disas-

ter Relief Emergency Funds (DREF) amounting to some 

42,000 Swiss francs. This funding enabled the Red Cross to 

carry out pre-election training and simulation exercises for 

Red Cross volunteers and civil protection staff. As part of the 

preparedness initiative, a contingency plan was drafted, with 

the aim of providing assistance to 2,000 people. The Nation-

al Society also benefited from the pre-positioning of tents 

and first aid kits in order to respond efficiently and without 

delay to the needs of affected populations. As the humani-

tarian situation continues to be unpredictable, the National 

Society carried out a rapid assessment and identified medi-

cines and health and care support as the most urgent needs 

for the affected people. In response to this, the IFRC revised 

the ongoing DREF operation to include these needs and 

extended its implementation time frame. This is done in co-

operation with the International Committee of the Red Cross 

(ICRC) who is focusing on connecting separated family 

members  through its Restoring Family Links (RFL) pro-

gramme. The IFRC is also supporting the Gabonese Red 

Cross to highlight its response operations through its com-

munication channels. The International Red Cross and Red 

Crescent Movement partners are also maintaining a close 

and constant dialogue  with  the regional representatives of  

ECHO, UN OCHA, UNDP and UNHCR, who have ex-

pressed appreciation for the early action of the Gabonese 

Red Cross.  

 

DRC earthquake in Bukavu 

A 4.8 magnitude earthquake hit DRC on Friday, 23 Septem-

ber,  near the city of Bukavu, with a population of more than 

15,000 people. According to reports, the earthquake caused 

two deaths and left many people with injuries. The local 

branch of the Red Cross of the DRC mobilized 32 volunteers 

to provide first aid assistance to the wounded and to help 

people vacate from homes and buildings which are at risk of 

collapse. The Red Cross maintains an open line with nation-

al authorities and other organizations while a needs assess-

ment is taking place, with support from the IFRC cluster 

team in Yaoundé.  

 

 

 

 

Central Africa  Custer  update 

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies  

Photo  by the Gabonese Red Cross  : volunteers transporting a 

wounded person  to a healthcare  facility for proper care. 

http://www.ifrc.org/en/publications-and-reports/appeals/?ac=MDRGA007&at=0&c=&co=&dt=1&f=&re=&t=&ti=&zo=
http://www.ifrc.org/en/publications-and-reports/appeals/?ac=MDRGA007&at=0&c=&co=&dt=1&f=&re=&t=&ti=&zo=
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Together for action  :   - Red Cross peace building initiative in Cameroon     

        - DRC extraordinary General Assembly   

Cameroon Red Cross youth forum 2016  

Organized from the 30 July to 08 August 2016, under the 

theme “ humanitarian approach and  security: youth and re-

sponsibility” the sixth edition of the Cameroon Red Cross 

forum brought together youth networks from universities and 

professional schools nationwide as well as similar existing 

networks from Chad, Congo Republic , the Democratic Re-

public of Congo ( DRC)  and Cap Vert. 

  

Constructive reflections  and experiences sharing  on key hu-

manitarian questions and challenges, as well as concrete ac-

tions to support vulnerable refugee communities were the main 

focus during this forum.   

Created to facilitate dialogue and concertation amongst  young 

people,  with the objective of  keeping ever emerging , dynamic 

and lively  Red Cross activities  in primary secondary and high 

schools , this year forum focuses on the current security con-

text faced by the lake Chad countries  and the increasing num-

ber of people fleeing their homes to seek refuge in neighbour-

ing Cameroon.   

 

The IFRC Central Africa Cluster in partnership with the Swe-

dish Red Cross, provided both technical and financial support 

to the event ,which is part of a wider intervention, assisting 

Central African Refugees in Cameroon. 

 

Themes on solidarity, tolerance and peaceful cohabitation be-

tween  host and refugee communities were at the top of the 

agenda  during the forum.  

 

Organizers and participants alike recognized that the ongoing 

insecurity in affected regions calls for more responsibility from 

the youth as agents of behavioural change in their communi-

ties. Therefore, encouraging the spirit of peace and non-

violence, is key to ensure  acceptance and cultural dialogue 

between host and refugee communities. 

 

   

 

DRC extraordinary General Assembly  

Launched  on the 17 and 18 of August  2016,  the DRC ex-

traordinary General Assembly aimed at organizing elections 

to replace Mr Dominque Lutula, the National president who 

died in February 2016 . 

The meeting led to the election of the vice-president Mr. Gré-

groire Mateso Way Mbuta as  the new national  president. He 

will cover the position  till  2019 when  a new  elective Gen-

eral Assembly  will be organized.   

 

Red Cross Red Crescent Movement cooperation was central 

to ensuring the success of the meeting with Partner National 

Societies (PNS) such as Belgian, Canadian, French and 

Swedish Red Cross as well as the ICRC and IFRC, each 

providing an active participation and contribution.  

Central Africa Cluster update 

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies  

DRC   extraordinary General Assembly  2016   held  in Kinshasa 

Cameroon Red Cross youth forum 2016 edition:  National  RC 

president visiting  exhibition stands 
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DRC: Emergency response to yellow fever, measles and 

cholera epidemics 

The IFRC launched on 22 July an emergency appeal for 2.2 

million Swiss francs to support the DRC Red Cross response to 

yellow fever, measles and cholera outbreaks. The appeal aims 

to reach more than 12 million people.  

Yellow fever  

3800 Red Cross volunteers and supervisors were trained and 

mobilized to support the preventive vaccination campaign, 

which recently ended, targeting  32 health zones in Kinshasa 

and 15 health  zones bordering Angola.   

During the immunization campaign, Red Cross teams focused 

on social mobilization activities by going door-to door, sharing 

information  with families about yellow fever and its preventive 

measures, as well as encouraging them to visit the closest med-

ical centre so that they can get vaccinated. Thanks to the door-

to door awareness activities, the Red Cross highlighted the 

need to give special attention to people with physical disabilities 

who could not go to the vaccination points. The Red Cross en-

sured that they were supported with transport services or home 

visits.  

According to information from the World Health Organization, 

(WHO), the DRC reported 2,410 suspected cases of yellow 

fever with 75 confirmed cases and 16 deaths on 25 August. 57 

of these 75 cases came from Angola.  

Measles  

More than 7,400 people in the country were suspected of mea-

sles  infection and 117 people  have died. A vaccination cam-

paign  against measles was launched and ran from 26 to 30 

August 2016.  The IFRC deployed a team, including a member 

of the Regional Disaster Response Team ( RDRT), a data  

manager and representatives of the  DRC Red Cross to the 

country’s Equateur province, to  plan, implement  and monitor 

the vaccination campaign. 

 

 

Cholera  

According to WHO statistics as of 14 August  2016, 17,213 sus-

pected cases including 499 deaths have been reported nation 

wide. The provinces of Tshopo, Equateur, Mongala and Kinsha-

sa are among the most affected non-endemic  areas. In re-

sponse to the outbreak , an  immunization campaign initially 

scheduled  for September, is expected to be launched  in Octo-

ber.  With technical support and coordination with other partners  

national societies provided by the IFRC Central Africa office, the 

DRC  Red Cross will implement  social mobilization activities 

during the upcoming  vaccination campaign.  As part of social 

mobilization activities, volunteer teams  will organize community 

awareness sessions through the promotion of adequate person-

al and environmental sanitation , safe hygiene practices as well 

as access to safe water.  

To strengthen the DRC Red Cross response capacities,  the 

IFRC will be deploying in the coming days, three international 

delegates. The Canadian Red Cross  provided  technical  and 

resource development assistance through the deployment of a 

health delegate in DRC .  The Swedish Red Cross also remains 

involved in resource mobilization initiatives to support ongoing 

activities.   

 To date,  the  appeal   is 55 per cent funded.  The needs and 

expectations  of vulnerable communities remain high.  

 

Health  

Barumbu vaccination site in Kinshasa. This child is one of 7.5 million 

people to be vaccinated in DRC following a  yellow fever outbreak. 

http://www.ifrc.org/en/publications-and-reports/appeals/?ac=MDRCD018&at=0&c=&co=&dt=1&f=&re=&t=&ti=&zo=
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Cholera in the Central African Republic (CAR) 

A cholera outbreak was declared in the country on 10 August. 

The first cases were detected in Mourou Fleuve village, Djou-

kou sub-province in the central region . WHO statistics reported 

as of 30 August, that  239 cases  have been identified in the 

country and 19 deaths.  The outbreak  reached the capital Ban-

gui  in September where 4 positive cases were registered.   

The IFRC has allocated  some 238,000 Swiss francs from its 

DREF to support the Central African Red Cross Society re-

sponse to the outbreak. 

300 volunteers  were trained and deployed to provide  assis-

tance to 450,000 direct beneficiaries targeted by the operation.  

Ongoing  Red Cross activities include door-to door awareness 

on  personal and environmental  sanitation , safe hygiene prac-

tices,  hand washing  and water purification demonstrations  as 

well as distribution of flyers with key messages on cholera pre-

ventive measures. Volunteer teams are also involved in com-

munity based monitoring  and referral of cases.  

The IFRC Central Africa office supported the deployment of an 

RDRT member from the Cameroon Red Cross to strengthen 

the CAR Red Cross response capacities in the field.  

Management and control of vector-borne diseases 

A five-day training on management and control of vector-borne 

diseases brought together, in South Africa, health and disaster 

management managers from ten African National Red Cross 

Societies, as well as IFRC health and disaster management 

specialists. 

The main aim  of this training  was to increase the capacities of 

Red Cross and Red Crescent teams in the region, to support 

ongoing  response operations to outbreaks such as yellow fever 

in Angola and the DRC, while emphasizing the importance of 

preparedness measures in other countries considered at risk. 

Participants were particularly interested in using the most ap-

propriate messages and approaches targeting local communi-

ties when designing social mobilization and awareness raising 

activities. 

Health coordinators were trained in  approaches (used by each 

respective National Society attending the meeting) for commu-

nity surveillance, data collection and interaction. The training 

was a timely opportunity for the DRC Red Cross  to  adopt  new 

communication approaches so as to improve on  ongoing social 

mobilization activities in response to the yellow fever outbreak 

in DRC. ”Our diversified contexts gave us the opportunity to 

adopt new communication approaches in building our messag-

es, community engagement and dialogue” said Dr Balelia Jean 

Faustin, DRC Red Cross health coordinator.  

 

HIV/AIDS programme  

Funded  by the project to prevent HIV/AIDS in Central Africa - 

known by its French acronym  PPSAC ( Projet de Prévention du 

Sida en Afrique Centrale ) - IFRC Yaoundé supported synergis-

tic cross-border joint activities through the mentoring of sex 

workers  in major cities in the region, including Cameroon, Cen-

tral African Republic, Chad and Congo. 

 

The project  ( implemented between January 2014 and June 

2016 ,round 3) , aimed at ensuring  availability and access to 

condoms, improving knowledge on STI/HIV/AIDS , promoting 

behaviour change, and eliminating stigma and discrimination  

against people living with HIV/AIDS. Some of the key activities 

implemented during the project involved peer-to-peer educator 

workshops and trainings; dissemination of basic knowledge on 

STI /HIV/AIDS; consultation meetings and monitoring of activi-

ties; information sharing and advocacy with the authorities of 

beneficiary countries for their support to synergistic cross-

border joint activities . 

HEALTH  

Vector-borne disease control and management training: participants  

being familiar with the sprayer for vector control.  

http://www.ifrc.org/en/publications-and-reports/appeals/?ac=MDRCF021&at=0&c=&co=&dt=1&f=&re=&t=&ti=&zo=
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Mobile : +237677093118 

From the IFRC website 
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Stories 
 

Health  

Democratic Republic of the Congo: Families rush to get yellow fever vaccinations – web article 

DRC : She never knew about yellow fever until she had to experience it herself— web article  

DRC: when true action is guided by the love for humanitarian service— web article  

DRC: Yellow fever vaccination campaign in Kinshasa – video 

DRC: Yellow fever vaccination campaign in Kinshasa – video  

DRC: Yellow fever vaccination campaign in Kinshasa – video 

South  Africa : investing in prevention for better management and control of vector –borne disease out-
breaks—web article 

Disaster Management   

Gabon: Red Cross volunteers in action following election violence – web article 

Gabon: On the front lines of the Red Cross response to post-election violence – web article 

Preparedness training helps Red Cross provide life-saving assistance following Gabon elections – web arti-
cle 

Gabon : Red Cross volunteers maintain vigilance as country remain divided ahead of president’s inaugura-
tion—web article 

Press releases 
Red Cross continues yellow fever prevention and control work in communities across Angola and DRC 

@IFRCAfrica   

https://www.facebook.com/RedCrossRedCrescent?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/RedCrossRedCrescent?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/RedCrossRedCrescent?fref=ts
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/news-stories/africa/congo-democratic-republic-of/democratic-republic-of-the-congo-families-rush-to-get-yellow-fever-vaccinations-72468/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/news-stories/africa/congo-democratic-republic-of/she-never-knew-about-yellow-fever-until-she-had-to-experience-it-herself--72530/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/news-stories/africa/congo-democratic-republic-of/when-true-action-is-guided-the-love-for-humanitarian-service-72496/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LlN9BPJjAhA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6nwYHD7HHCc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fAdmTvaBopI
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/news-stories/africa/south-africa/investing-in-prevention-for-better-management-and-control-of-vector-borne-disease-outbreaks--72410/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/news-stories/africa/south-africa/investing-in-prevention-for-better-management-and-control-of-vector-borne-disease-outbreaks--72410/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/news-stories/africa/gabon/red-cross-volunteers-on-front-lines-of-relief-as-clashes-increase-following-gabon-elections--72476/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/news-stories/africa/gabon/gabon-on-the-front-lines-of-the-red-cross-response-to-post-election-violence--72485/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/news-stories/africa/gabon/preparedness-training-helps-red-cross-provide-life-saving-assistance-following-gabon-elections--72489/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/news-stories/africa/gabon/gabon-red-cross-volunteers-maintain-vigilance-as-country-remain-divided-ahead-of-presidents-inauguration-/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/news-stories/africa/gabon/gabon-red-cross-volunteers-maintain-vigilance-as-country-remain-divided-ahead-of-presidents-inauguration-/
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/press-releases/africa/congo-democratic-republic-of/democratic-republic-of-the-congo-red-cross-launches-emergency-appeal-to-fight-multiple-deadly-disease-outbreaks/

