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Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs, Email: ocha-eth@un.org 

Key Issues 
 The Government of 

Ethiopia will launch the 
2016 Humanitarian 
Requirements Document in 
Addis Ababa on 
Wednesday, 9 December 
2015. 

 

 Ethiopia will, for the first 
time, have a side event 
during the launch of the 
Global Humanitarian 
Overview in Geneva on 
Monday, 7 December 
2015.  A synopsis of the 
2016 HRD will be shared at 
the event.  

 

 The number of hotspot 
priority one woredas in 
2015 quadrupled from 40 
woredas in February to 186 
woredas in December.  

 

 Following internal 
restructuring, the 
Government’s Disaster 
Risk Management and 
Food Security Sector 
(DRMFSS) is now officially 
named the National 
Disaster Risk Management 
Coordination Commission 
(NDRMCC) 

 

 
 

Donors are urgently requested to: 
 

• Provide additional funding to     

    address current (2015) needs 

 Bring forward 2016 funds now 
 

• Review options to re-programme   

   existing development funding for     

    priority humanitarian response 
 

• Seek additional resources 
 

• Support country-level pooled funds   

(OCHA’s Humanitarian Response Fund 

(HRF) and the emergency funds 

managed by USAID and ECHO) 

 

 

 

 

Government leads drought response 
The Government will launch the 2016 HRD on 9 December in Addis Ababa 
The Government of Ethiopia will launch the 2016 Humanitarian Requirements 
Document (HRD) on Wednesday, 9 December in the presence of Ambassadors, 
humanitarian and donor representatives in Addis Ababa. The document will highlight 
2016 humanitarian needs in the food, nutrition, WaSH, health, agriculture, education 
and protection sectors.  
 
The needs outlined in the HRD were established through the findings of the 
Government-led inter-agency meher assessment across Ethiopia’s nine regions, which 
concluded in mid-November. Close to 200 Government, UN, NGO and donor 
representatives took part in the assessment. As a result of the El Niño-caused drought, 
the number of people requiring relief food assistance had already been revised three 
times from 4.5 million in August 2015 to 8.2 million in October 2015.  A further spike in 
humanitarian need is expected.  
 
Global Humanitarian Overview launch in Geneva – Ethiopia side event 
On Monday, 7 December, Ethiopia will, for the first time, have a side event during the 
launch of the Global Humanitarian Overview in Geneva. The UN Permanent 
Representative will represent the Government, and an additional presentation on the 
humanitarian situation in Ethiopia will be given by the United Nations Humanitarian 
Coordinator for Ethiopia. The side event will be hosted by the United Nations Under-
Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, 
Stephen O’Brien. A synopsis of the 2016 HRD will be shared at the event. For more 
information, contact ocha-eth@un.org   
 

Evidence-based response planning  
The National Disaster Risk Management Coordination Commission’s – NDRMCC 
(formerly DRMFSS), Emergency Nutrition Coordination Unit (ENCU) released the 
revised hotspot classification last week.   
 

 In 2015, the number of areas needing 
urgent humanitarian support (hotspot 
priority 1) quadrupled from 40 
woredas in February to 186 woredas 
in December 2015, reflecting the 
deteriorated humanitarian context. For 
more information, contact: 
memekonnen@unicef.org  

 

  

Ethiopia is responding to an El Niño-caused drought emergency: The El Niño global 
climactic event has wreaked havoc on Ethiopia’s summer rains.  This comes on the heels of 
failed spring rains, and has driven food insecurity, malnutrition and water shortages in 
affected areas of the country.  A well-coordinated response is already underway and 
expanding rapidly, although the scale of the developing emergency exceeds resources 
available to date. Given the lead times necessary for the procurement of relief items, the 
Government and its international partners have called for early action to this slow onset 
natural disaster.   

Hotspot woredas

Priority Feb-15 May-15 Aug-15 Dec-15

1 49 97 142 186

2 142 191 189 154

3 140 60 84 89

Total 331 348 415 429


