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Spring rains expected to be weak in current drought-affected areas  
 
 

According to the National Meteorological Agency (NMA) climate outlook for belg 2017 season (mid-
February to May), below normal rainfall is expected in the southern and south-eastern parts of the 
country. Belg is the main rainy season for the pastoralist and agro‐pastoralist communities in the 
lowlands of southern and south-eastern Ethiopia, including southern Somali region, the lowlands of 
Borena, Guji and Bale zones (Oromia region) and SNNPR; and it’s the second major rainy season 
for Afar region. The expected below normal rainfall in belg-benefiting areas will negatively impact 
belg land preparation and planting, as well as water and pasture availability; with a spiral effect on 
food and nutritional security of affected communities.  
 

The agency urges farmers and all concerned bodies to take pre-emptive measures to minimize the 
humanitarian impact, including planting short cycle, moisture-tolerant crops; rain water harvesting; 
moisture conservation; and pasture management practices. Belg crops account for 30 to 60 per 
cent of the annual crop production in belg-dependent area 
 

A high-level mission to Borena zone sheds light on drought response and gaps in the area 
 

Members of the Ethiopian Parliament (MPs) who recently visited drought-affected pastoralists in 
Borena zone, Oromia region stated that on-going Government response efforts need to be scaled-
up to address identified response gaps. At present, relief food and PSNP interventions are being 
implemented, alongside water, nutrition and livestock 
feed support, but it is not enough. Mr. Boro Tuto, a 
resident in one of the woredas visited by the MPs, said 
that he has lost 200 of the 250 cattle he owned, as a 
result of insufficient fodder provided to him.  
 

Borena zone officials are now closely working with 
regional and federal governments to strengthen current 
aid operations as well as prepare for a scaled-up 
response should the spring belg rains fail as forecast by 
the National Meteorological Agency. Borena zone is 
one of the lowlands in southern Ethiopia hit by the 
current drought, which was caused by failed 2016 
autumn (hagaya) rains. More than 145,000 people in 
the zone are in need of food assistance.  Some 23, 000 
livestock deaths were reported so far, the majority in 
Dillo and Elwoye woredas.   
 

The Logistics Cluster handed over a refurbished logistics hub facility to NDRMC in Adama 
 

On 2 February, the Logistics Cluster, WFP and the National Disaster Risk Management 
Commission (NDRMC) inaugurated the newly refurbished NDRMC logistics hub facility in Adama 
(Nazareth). The refurbishing activities included office space, upgrading of electrical infrastructure 
and provision of essential equipment (scales, stitching machines, tarpaulins, hand trolleys, 
fumigation material, wooden and plastic pallets and office furniture). As a result, major 
improvements were made with commodity handling and stacking procedures, re-bagging of 17,500 
bags of food, as well as shifting non-food items (NFIs) to dedicated storage space. In addition, food 
stock inventory, food quality and pest control procedures were reinforced.  
 

In response to the El Niño drought last year and to enable an efficient response, the Logistics 
Cluster was activated and has since supported the Government of Ethiopia/NDRMC to augment 
logistics coordination and information management capacity, and through WFP, augment the 
logistics capacity of the Government and international humanitarian responders.    

Back-to-back seasons of poor or non-existent rainfall in 2015, exacerbated by the 
strongest El Niño phenomenon on record in the same year, led to the worst drought in 
decades in Ethiopia in 2016. While the country continues to respond to residual needs 
from the past drought, below average rains in the southern and eastern parts of the 
country caused by the negative Indian Ocean Dipole have left 5.7 million people in need of 
humanitarian assistance in 2017. Some US$948 million is urgently required to respond to 
the new humanitarian needs. 
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