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HIGHLIGHTS 
  

• Ethiopia counts 89,137 
cases nationwide. 
Meanwhile, the total 
recovery number 
increased to 42,649, while 
the death toll increased to 
1,352.   
 

• The Government of 
Ethiopia is now gradually 
re-opening schools and 
has put in place 
prevention protocols for 
schools to strictly follow 
and monitor. 

 

• The Education Cluster 
urgently requires US$25 
million to support safe 
school-re-opening. 
Essential supplies are 
needed to keep schools 
safe and operational 
during the pandemic 
 
 

FUNDING 
REQUIREMENTS 
US$1.44 billion  
Total COVID-19 and non-COVID-19 
revised requirements 
 
US$1.06 billion  
Non-COVID-19 requirements 
 
US$374.2 million 
COVID-19 requirements 
 

People targeted 

Non-COVID-19 8.1 million 

COVID-19 7.8 million 

 
 

   
COVID-19 - Ethiopia updates 
Very high case positivity rate seen in recent weeks 
As of 18 October, Ethiopia counts 89,137 cases nationwide. Meanwhile, the total recovery 
number increased to 42,649, while the death toll increased to 1,352. At least 281 patients 
are currently receiving intensive care. Reports in recent weeks indicate higher positivity rate, 
indicating higher community transmission. Another explanation could also be the fact that 
testing is now targeting high-risk groups where positivity rate is likely to be higher.  Overall, 
the country conducted 1.4 million sample tests. Ethiopia is still the fourth country in Africa 
with the highest case, next to South Africa, Morocco and Egypt.  
 
Safe school re-opening  
The Government of Ethiopia is now gradually re-opening schools and has put in place 
prevention protocols for schools to strictly follow and monitor. The Ministry of Education has 
also started training leaders, professionals and parents on safe school re-openings amidst 
the pandemic. The first training was delivered on 14 October in Adama city.  
 
Meanwhile, the Education Cluster urgently requires US$25 million to support safe school-
re-opening. Essential supplies are needed to keep schools safe and operational during the 
pandemic, including masks, water supply, thermometers, detergents for cleaning, learning 
materials and teacher training support. The support requested will target the most vulnerable 
children from IDP settings, hosting communities, IDP returnees and migrants returning from 
other countries. Remote learning through radio and TV will continue being rolled out since 
school children will not be able to attend school daily due to space limitations. Without 
funding, 2.6 million targeted children will be impacted, particularly the most marginalized 
and most vulnerable children, including girls, children in pastoralist areas, and IDPs in 
camps and camp-like settings. Based on lessons learned from surveys conducted during 
this pandemic, without educational opportunities, girls particularly in such communities fall 
victim to child marriage and other forms of violence, while teenage pregnancies and child 
labor are on the rise. Children and communities will lose the gains made in education access 
and equity, expanding the gap in socio-economic equality. Lack of support to education is 
key factor driving people to poverty in the medium to long term. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• EOC and ECC are 
collaborating to pave 
the way to better 
coordinate and 
strengthen multi-sector 
RCCE activities 
amongst the various 
actors.  
 

• The desert locust 
infestation in Ethiopia 
remains a serious 
concern in the north 
eastern part of the 
country, mainly Afar, 
Amhara, Tigray, 
Oromia and Somali 
regions, as well as Dire 
Dawa City 
Administration. Harari 
Regional State became 
the latest scene for 
locust swarm invasion 
over the weekend.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

Strengthening multi-sector risk communication 
and community engagement activities 
On 13 October, the national Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE) 
branch at the National Emergency Coordination Center (ECC) organized a workshop with 
partners, in collaboration with the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) at the Ethiopian 
Public Health Institute (EPHI). The aim of the workshop was to pave a way to better 
coordinate and strengthen multi-sector RCCE activities amongst the various actors.   

During the workshop, partners 
involved in RCCE were mapped 
according to the type of activities, 
area of operation (refuges, IDP, 
airport, quarantine, points of 
entry), the type of modality used 
for RCCE provision, budget 
source and other criteria. 
Participants also identified critical 
gaps in implementing RCCE 
activities and provision of local 
responses and shared their 
organizational competitive 
advantage such as staff skill sets, 
materials and finance. The EOC 
RCCE branch also shared its best 
practices and its three-months plan, with ECC RCCE branch presented its major 
achievements so far. The partner mapping exercise enabled partners to identify areas of 

collaboration, avoiding 
duplication of efforts. This 
workshop was deemed to be 
a step in the right direction to 
establish a consolidated 
national RCCE response for 
multi hazard emergencies.  

In attendance were 
representatives from the 
Ministry of Health and EPHI, 
BBC media action 
representing DRC and SCI, 
UNICEF, IOM and ERCS. 
OCHA Ethiopia and Plan 
International co-organized 
the workshop.   

 

Ethiopia remains at high risk of desert locust re-
infestation; control efforts are being scaled-up 
The desert locust infestation in Ethiopia remains a serious concern in the north eastern part 
of the country, mainly Afar, Amhara, Tigray, Oromia and Somali regions, as well as Dire 
Dawa City Administration. Harari Regional State became the latest scene for locust swarm 
invasion over the weekend.  
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• The magnitude of the 
desert locust swarm 
seen in recent 
months is 
unprecedented. 
Ethiopia is currently 
the epicentre of the 
upsurge of desert 
locust in the eastern 
Africa region due to 
favourable weather 
conditions. In 
addition to the large 
number of locusts 
that are currently 
hatching in Afar and 
Somali regions, 
Ethiopia is also 
having to battle with 
the frequent 
invasion/re-
infestation from 
Yemen. 
 

• The Government and 
partners have 
stepped up 
prevention and 
control measures, 
and with better 
equipment and 
expertise in place, 
the country is in a 
much better position 
to respond to this 
crisis compared to 10 
months ago when 
the invasion started. 
However, success in 
fully controlling the 
infestation depends 
on fast availing 
additional capacity 
in-country; and is 
also dependent on 
the successful 
control of the swarms 
in the east Africa and 
gulf regions to 
prevent re-
infestation. 

The magnitude of 
the desert locust 
swarm seen in 
recent months is 

unprecedented. 
Ethiopia is 
currently the 
epicentre of the 
upsurge of desert 
locust in the 
eastern Africa 
region due to 

favourable 
weather 

conditions. In 
addition to the 
large number of 
locusts that are 

currently hatching in Afar and Somali regions, Ethiopia is also having to battle with the 
frequent invasion/re-infestation from Yemen. There is also the threat of cross-border 
movements between northwestern Somalia and eastern Ethiopia. At least 1 million 
Ethiopians suffered crop loss due to the infestation and are receiving food assistance. The 
desert locust infestation is impacting areas that are already suffering from sever food 
insecurity (IPC3 and above).  
 
The Government and partners have stepped up prevention and control measures, and with 
better equipment and expertise in place, the country is in a much better position to respond 
to this crisis compared to 10 months ago when the invasion started. However, success in 
fully controlling the infestation depends on fast availing of additional capacity in-country; and 
is also dependent on the successful control of the swarms in the east Africa and gulf regions 
to prevent re-infestation. As of 12 October, 858,848 hectares of land was covered by 
chemical spraying in the Horn of Africa and Yemen, of which 501,656 hectares are in 
Ethiopia. As a result of this control operation, at least 1million metric ton (or US$300 million) 
of crop loss was averted, more than 465,000 households can feed their livestock and 6.7 
million people ae able to meet their annual cereal needs.   
 
Looking at aerial spraying capacity in Ethiopia, of the four spraying planes that were giving 
service, three planes are no longer in use (two planes crashed on 2 and 8 October, while 
one of the planes malfunctioned on 5 October). Additional planes are being brought in-
country, and by mid-November, there will be 10 spraying planes providing service in the 
country.   
 
Looking at the regional situation, including Yemen, Kenya (from 30 counties to only 1 
counties), South Sudan (all swarms crossing controlled to-date), Tanzania (no desert locust) 
and Uganda (all swarms crossing controlled to-date) have shown significant progress in 
controlling the infestation. Meanwhile, Eritrea (control on-going; re-infestation from Yemen), 
Ethiopia (breeding in Afar, Somali region; re-infestation from Yemen), Somalia (breeding 
and re-infestation from Yemen) and Sudan (good capacity but breeding on coastal areas) 
are showing good progress in controlling the situation but are still at high risk. Worn-torn 
Yemen is showing slower progress in controlling the swarms.  
 
FAO is leading the international partners’ support to the Government of Ethiopia. Of the $79 
million requested for desert locust operations for Ethiopia, FAO so far received $43 million. 
In addition to control operations, FAO is implementing a livelihoods recovery program 
targeting 70,000 households in the desert locust-affected communities.  
 
 

Source: FAO 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• A recent inter-agency 
mission in Guji zone 
confirmed reports of 
concerning 
humanitarian and 
security situation in 
the area and 
identified several 
humanitarian needs 
that need urgent 
attention.  
 
 

• Guji zone is home to 
some 120,000 
internally displaced 
people, including 
40,000 displaced in 
2017 as a result of 
the inter-community 
conflict between 
Oromia and Somali 
region, and an 
additional 80,000 
displaced by re-
newed insecurity 
since mid-2019. 
 

• The area is also 
highly drought-
affected where food 
insecurity is 
prevalent. COVID-
19, floods and desert 
locust continue to be 
added humanitarian 
concerns in the area 
since recent months. 

Grave humanitarian and security situation in Guji 
zone according to recent inter-agency mission 
From 7 to 11 October, an inter-agency mission composed of one INGO and four UN 
agencies visited Guji zone following successive reports of grave humanitarian concerns 
amongst the IDP population in the area. The mission confirmed the concerning humanitarian 
and security situation in the area and identified several humanitarian needs that need urgent 
attention.  

The security situation in parts of Guji zone, Oromia region has worsened since April 2020 
with increased scale and scope of security operations by Government defense forces 
against unidentified armed groups. The insecurity has impacted humanitarian operations 
and is causing protection and other concerns. Guji zone is home to some 120,000 internally 
displaced people, including 40,000 displaced in 2017 as a result of the inter-community 
conflict between Oromia and Somali region, and an additional 80,000 displaced by re-newed 
insecurity since mid-2019. There is still no agreed IDP data between local authorities and 
federal authorities. An ongoing verification exercise in March 2020 with federal counterparts 
was interrupted as a result of COVID-19.  

The area is also highly drought-affected where food insecurity is prevalent. COVID-19, 
floods and desert locust continue to compound humanitarian concerns in the area since 
recent months. Meanwhile, ongoing insecurity continues to displace communities. It is 
believed that there are an estimated 15,000 people (unverified) secondarily displaced 
people since May 2020, including those asked to move by security forces to safer grounds 
on very short notice.    

While the old caseload of 40,000 IDPs is in the regular Government relief food assistance 
system and has been receiving support, this was interrupted three months ago due to 
increased insecurity. As a result, the IDPs are opting to negative coping mechanisms such 
as sale of livestock at a significantly low price, which will have lasting impact on their 
livelihood.  

Meanwhile, the 80,000 IDPs have only received a one-off assistance in March and have not 
received any support ever since.  

The displaced community have no access to water and have to travel up to 2 hours to a 
“nearby” pond. Inadequate shelter is also another concern raised by the visited IDPs, which 
has health and protection implication primarily for women, children and the elderly. There 
are visible signs of health concerns, including skin diseases, sickly children and a couple of 
householders who reported that their elders are suffering from health conditions due to lack 
of proper nutrition.  

Overall, food, shelter, water, WaSH NFIs and health (both for human and livestock) are 
primary humanitarian needs.   

 

EU pledges its support to work with the Ethiopian 
government in its IDP response  
On 9 October, the EU high-level delegation visited Somali region where the delegation had 
a bilateral meeting with the President of Somali region and met with local Government 
officials, operational partners as well as the host community and IDPs in Qoloji site. Several 
pressing issues were raised during these meetings. The host community raised the issue of 
livelihood support and land rehabilitation as a large proportion of the IDP population (living 
in Qoloji since 2016) have affected the environment. In addition to deforestation/ 
environmental degradation and the difficulty to keep livestock, the host community noted the 
lack of access to schools and difficulty to find basic goods in markets.  
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• On 9 October, the EU 
high-level delegation 
visited Somali region 
where the delegation 
had a bilateral meeting 
with the President of 
Somali region and met 
with local Government 
officials, operational 
partners as well as the 
host community and 
IDPs in Qoloji site. 
Several pressing 
issues were raised 
during these meetings. 
 

• The Logistics Cluster in 
Ethiopia is extending its 
services to 
humanitarian partners 
involved in COVID-19 
and other emergency 
responses, free-to-
user. Services will be 
availed based on 
funding capacity and 
prioritization done by 
the inter-cluster group 
and Government. 
 

 

On the other hand, the IDPs have pointed out that the support received in terms of food, 
water, health services and shelter, is insufficient. Both IDPs and host community urged for 
relocation and resettlement within the Somali region as this would relieve both the IDPs and 
the host community. The IDPs have said that their dependency on humanitarian assistance 
impedes them from starting a new life. In the briefing with health partners, it was stated that 
the regional health bureau and partners are supporting 13,578 malnourished children under 
five years of age and 2,940 pregnant and lactating women living inside the camp and 
providing nutritious feeding and other required nutrition intervention.  
 
Required WASH and IPC supplies and equipment for the COVID-19 response have also 
been provided. No new cases have been reported so far since the 22 confirmed COVID-19 
cases in July in Qoloji. A total of 44 personnel from OCHA, UNICEF, WFP, IOM, WHO, Save 
the Children, GOAL, Oxfam, NRC, DRC, FAO, UNFPA, and OHCR facilitated the field 
mission. 
 

Logistics Cluster is facilitating access to free-to-
user services for partners involved in COVID-19 
and other emergency responses 
Thanks to newly received funding, the Logistics Cluster in Ethiopia is extending its services 
to humanitarian partners involved in COVID-19 and other emergency responses, free-to-
user. Services will be availed based on funding capacity and prioritization done by the inter-
cluster group and Government. The services include,  
 
Storage services 

• Dry storage services can be made available in the form of Mobile Storage Units 
(MSUs) which can be installed in priority locations with the support of our 
technicians 

• Dry storage service can be made available through permanent warehouses in Addis 
Ababa and in Adama if there are several demands from partners for consolidation 
of cargo 

  
Road transport services 

• Road transport services between key strategic and central locations is available 
upon request. Transport services include the consolidation of cargo, loading and 
offloading on behalf of partners.  

• Dedicated fleet capacity can be made available if there is a considerable demand 
from humanitarian partners. 

• The Logistics Cluster will set up departure schedules for transport services for the 
request and consolidation of cargo movement, saving assets and costs for partners, 
especially for smaller volume transportation. 
  

Air transport services 
• The Logistics Cluster can facilitate access to common air transport for cargo using 

commercial airlines or dedicated air assets from WFP Aviation, depending on 
number and volume of requests. 

• Air transport services can be provided to/from domestic airports in-country. 
Locations depend on the needs of the humanitarian community.  

• Air transport services may be requested to support the rapid transportation of 
COVID-19 supplies and other life-saving assistance relief items if access 
constraints arise. 

  



Ethiopia Humanitarian Bulletin | 6 
 
 

 

www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/ethiopia | www.unocha.org/ethiopia 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• Despite rising 
humanitarian needs, 
the Ethiopia 2020 
humanitarian 
requirement of 
US$1.44 billion is only 
48.7 per cent funded, 
including $187 million 
Government allocation. 
Without urgent 
additional funding, 
needs will deepen, and 
women, children, the 
elderly, people with 
disabilities, and 
displaced people will 
be forced to resort to 
negative coping 
mechanisms. 
 
 

 

I wanted to continue my education … then the 
displacement happened 
 
Sara is a 20 years old 
woman who was 
displaced from her 
hometown near Guji zone 
(Oromia region) two years 
ago, on October 2018 
when security operations 
between Government 
forces and unidentified 
armed groups intensified. 
Married and a mother of 
two toddlers, she currently 
lives in Melka Soda 
woreda, West Guji zone 
(Oromia region) as an 
IDP, along with 1000 other 
displaced households. 
According to local 
officials, displaced 
households account for 
63 per cent of the area 
population.  
 
Remembering that fateful day two 
years ago, Sara said “when fighting 
intensified, the Government forces 
gave us a very short notice to pack up 
and leave the area to safer grounds 
until the security operation terminates. 
Most of us left almost all our 
belongings behind, including our 
harvest as there was no time to collect 
it. We came here nearly empty 
handed.”  Some of the displaced 
people did manage to flee with their 
cattle, but they noted that many of their 
cattle died of sickness for lack of 
proper shelter and feed in their current 
area of displacement.  
 
As always, the community was the first 
responder. They were the first to share their food and shelter. IDP children were allowed to 
continue their schooling in the public schools in the area (currently closed due to COVID-
19). This meant that the classes sized drastically increased to 120 students. Other public 
services are severely lacking. The community has no health center, and IDPs collect water 
from a nearby swamp, which is also used by livestock.  
 
“You are the first team to come and ask us about our situation,” Sara continued. She is 
nostalgic about the life she had before the displacement. “I am not in a good condition here. 
We used to have what we needed in our hometown. We had our livelihood. Here, life is 
difficult. Some women died during labor for lack of health care. Children get sick from 
diahrrea and malaria. The little belongings we brought here while fleeing is now gone. I don’t 
have a job and have very limited income. I had a dream to continue my education, but due 
to the displacement, I can’t do that,” Sara said. She had graduated from high school two 
years ago. 

Figure 1 Sara being interviewed by UN colleague during a joint 
UNOCHA-UNDSS mission to Melka Soda woreda IDP settlement. 

Figure 2 Discussion with the IDPs in Melka Soda woreda 
during an OCHA-UNDSS mission. 
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Currently many of the community members don’t have a source of income.  A few people 
practice small size poultry and livestock production activities.  
 
Asked what her plan is for the future, Sara said “I want to change my life, I want to increase 
my income, I would like to have a motor bike and live in a town like Melka Soda or Bule Hora 
so that my family gets whatever they need.” 
 

 

HRP Funding Update as of 13 October 2020  
Despite rising humanitarian needs, the Ethiopia 2020 humanitarian requirement of US$1.44 
billion is only 48.7 per cent funded, including $187 million Government allocation. Without 
urgent additional funding, needs will deepen, and women, children, the elderly, people with 
disabilities, and displaced people will be forced to resort to negative coping mechanisms, 
which will exacerbate their situation. Multiple clusters are facing pipeline breaks, which will 
have dire consequences for people in need of assistance and protection.  

 
  
 

For further information, please contact:  
Malda Nadew, Head, Strategic Communication Unit - OIC, nadew@un.org, Tel. (+251) 953852223 
Mengistu Dargie, National Public Information and Reporting Officer, dargie@un.org, Tel. (+251) 911742381 
Alfred Nabeta, OCHA Operations and Advocacy Division, New York, nabeta@un.org 
Twitter - https://twitter.com/OCHA Ethiopia, Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/OCHAinEthiopia/ 
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