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Ethiopia showcases best practices in drought response at WHS 

Ethiopia’s Deputy Prime Minister Mr. Demeke Mekonnen chaired a side event at the World Humanitarian 
Summit (WHS) showcasing the country’s best practices in the drought response.   

 
Participating keynote speakers at 
the WHS side event “Bridging the 
divide: humanitarian and 
development collaboration in 
Ethiopia”, include: Deputy 
Emergency Relief Coordinator 
and Assistant Secretary General 
of UNOCHA, Ms. Kyung-Wha 
Kang, WFP Executive Director, 
Ms. Ertharin Cousin, Executive 
Director of UNICEF, Mr. Anthony 
Lake, and Senior Adviser for 
Resilience, Humanitarian Aid and 
Crisis Response, European 
Political Strategy Centre (EPSC), 
Mr. Claus Sorensen.  
 

 
Deputy Prime Minister Mekonnen noted that in the past, droughts of this magnitude killed many and 
caused profound suffering. “The impact of this drought in 2016 has been different. Our preparation and 
priorities over the past decade has meant that our collective response prevented famine,” said Deputy 
Prime Minister Mekonnen, adding, “We have been focusing on pro-poor policies, introducing disaster 
response management into all aspects of governance, strengthening government ministries, introducing 
satellite imagery and evidence-based analysis, and intensifying support to the agriculture sector.” 

 
Government and humanitarian partners to assess impact of the belg rains  
To determine the performance of the belg rainy season on the overall food security situation, the 
Government and partners will commence an assessment on 5 June. The assessment will cover six 
regions and will last for 15 days in cropping areas and 21 days in pastoralist areas. A total of 19 teams will 
be deployed. Each team will be composed of eight experts representing each cluster using five vehicles 
per team. The assessment will analyze the impact of the current flooding on Food and Agriculture, WASH, 
Health and Nutrition, Education, Child Protection/GBV, and IDPs (NFIs). While the belg rains eased 
demands on water trucking in most parts of the country, the impact of the rains led to a significant spike in 
requirements for water treatment chemicals, and caused floods and mudslides, displacing many people. 

 
Normal to above normal performance for the kiremt rains 
For the 2016 kiremt rains, the National Meteorological Agency (NMA) forecasts above normal rainfall in 
the northern, north-western and north-eastern parts of the country. Western and southwestern Ethiopia 
can anticipate normal-to-above normal rainfall activity. Many parts of central and eastern Ethiopia, 
including the southern highlands, are also expected to receive normal tending to above normal rainfall 
activity. In general, with the anticipation of an enhanced La Niña influence during the upcoming summer 
rains, most of the kiremt benefiting areas of the country are likely to have significant rainfall activity. While 

this could boost agricultural production in most highland areas that were affected by the poor performing 
rains in 2015/16, above normal rainfall could also spell disaster for communities who were affected by 
flood and mudslides following the late but torrential belg rains. The kiremt summer rains, which last from 
June to September, support agricultural activities for about 90 per cent of country.  
 
For further information please contact: ocha-eth@un.org 

Ethiopia is responding to an El Niño-caused drought emergency: The El Niño global 
climatic event wreaked havoc on Ethiopia’s 2015 spring and summer rains driving food 
insecurity, malnutrition and water shortages in affected areas of the country. A well-
coordinated response is underway, although the scale of the emergency exceeds resources 
available. Given the lead times necessary for the procurement of relief items, the Government 
and its international partners urge immediate and sustained support for this slow onset natural 
disaster.     
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