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Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs, Email: ocha-eth@un.org 

Key Issues 
 
 The Government 

announced that 8.2 
million people require 
urgent food assistance in 
2015. 
 

 Humanitarian partners 
call for increased donor 
funding for a dual track 
approach that responds 
to increasing 2015 and 
anticipated 2016 needs.  
 

 While the 2011 La Niña 
drought impacted 
southern and south 
eastern Ethiopia; the 
current El Niño drought 
impacts a much larger 
geographic area and 
wider population, in the 
northern and central 
highlands.   

 

Donors	are	urgently	requested	to:	
	

•	Provide	additional	funding	to					
				address	current	(2015)	needs	

 Bring	forward	2016	funds	now	
	

•	Review	options	to	re‐programme			
			existing	development	funding	for					
				priority	humanitarian	response	
	

•	Seek	additional	resources	
	

•	Support	country‐level	pooled	funds			
(OCHA’s	Humanitarian	Response	Fund	
(HRF)	and	the	emergency	funds	
managed	by	USAID	and	ECHO)	

Government leads national disaster response 
The Government of Ethiopia continues to ramp-up efforts to respond to the deepening food 
insecurity as a result of the global El Niño phenomenon, and mitigate the impact of the 
disaster. On 16 October, the Deputy Prime Minister and State Minister Mitiku Kassa, Ministry 
of Agriculture met with representatives from the international community to discuss the 
unfolding disaster response. 
  
Government is by far the biggest contributor to the crisis response  
The Government has so far allocated ETB 4 billion or US$ 192 million for the response – ETB 
2 billion of which was reportedly already spent - but increasing needs surpass available 
resources. The relief food caseload was revised upwards three times this year. On 12 
October, during a meeting with UN agencies, NGOs, and donor representatives the 
Government announced that the number of people who need relief food assistance in 2015 
had increased, yet again, to 8.2 million. In a worst case scenario, the Government anticipates 
up to 10 million people requiring food assistance this year. 
    
International partners respond to Government’s call for support 
On 15 October, the Ethiopia Humanitarian Country Team (EHCT) and donor representatives 
held a full day workshop to lay the foundation for a collective humanitarian response plan to 
support the Government in addressing 2015 needs and anticipated 2016 needs. 
 
El Niño impact in 2016 
Humanitarian partners called for increased donor funding for a dual track approach that 
responds to increasing 2015 needs and for anticipated 2016 needs. The impact of the El Niño 
will be felt through the first quarter of 2016, according to the National Meteorological Agency. 
Following a failed belg, the meher harvest (October-December) yield, according to LEAP1 
projections, is expected to suffer up to 89 per cent reduction in places like Kobo woreda of 
North Wollo, Amhara region. The Government-led meher/post-summer rains humanitarian 
needs assessment – which was brought forward by a month - will start on 24 October 2015, 
and will quantify the level of need. 
 
Spikes in SAM cases  
In 2015, monthly admissions of severely 
malnourished children under-5 (SAM) 
consistently increased. There was a 32.5 per 
cent increase between July and August 2015 
alone. Some 219,617 children were treated 
between January and August this year, which is 
27.1 per cent higher than the same period last 
year. Normally, admissions decrease following 
the belg harvest in June/July. As of May 2015 
SAM admissions surpassed the 2011-2014 
average admissions rates (see graph); while the 
July 2015 SAM admission rates were on par 
with the July 2011 rates, which is a cause for 
concern. While the 2011 La Niña drought 
impacted southern and south-eastern Ethiopia; the current El Niño drought, which is said to be 
the worst in 30 years, impacts a much larger geographic area and a wider population in the 
northern and central highlands. For more information, contact ocha-eth@un.org   

                                                     
 
1 Livelihoods, early assessment and protection 

An evolving slow-onset natural disaster: The impact of the failed spring belg rains was 

compounded by the arrival of the El Niño weather conditions that weakened summer kiremt rains 

that feed 80 to 85 per cent of the country. This greatly expanded food insecurity, malnutrition and

devastated livelihoods across six affected regions of the country. The level of acute need across

virtually all humanitarian sectors has already exceeded levels seen in the Horn of Africa drought of 

2011 and is projected to be far more severe throughout an 8-month period in 2016.  


