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Key Issues 

 

 The rapidly growing 
number of AWD cases in 
Addis Ababa calls for a 
more coordinated 
endeavour before the 
intensity of the rains 
increase in August, as the 
peaks of AWD always 
occurs with flooding. 
 
 

 Dispatching and 
distribution of emergency 
food and ES/NFIs 
continues 

 
 

 Relief households still 
have inadequate 
consumption although 
inadequate consumption 
decreased due to 
enhanced assistance and 
improved milk and 
vegetable availability due 
to the rains: Food Survey 
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 Acute watery diarroea (AWD) in Addis Ababa 
Joint AWD response by government and humanitarian partners needs to continue with strong 
collaboration. UN agencies and NGOs, in consultation with the Federal Ministry of Health (FMoH) 
and Regional Health Bureau (RHB), are responding to the joint AWD response plan by setting up 
rapid response teams to work on surveillance, advocacy and communication and sanitation and 
hygiene. Currently, WHO is providing oversight at 13 case trestment centres and MSF is supporting 
8 case trestment centres - overall about 26 have been established to treat patients throughout the 
city. WHO is also strengthening surveillance at both facility and community levels.  UNICEF has 
signed agreements with Oxfam and the Ethiopian Red Cross Society to carry out hygiene and 
sanitation activities in the hot spot areas for AWD in Addis Ababa. Recently, the Water, Sanitation 
and Hygiene (WaSH) Cluster members are invited to join the WaSH response against AWD in Addis 
Ababa.  Emergency shelter and non-food items (ES/NFI) cluster is also closely following up the AWD 
outbreak in Addis Ababa and is ready to distribute buckets and Jerry Cans up on request. 
 
Despite the ongoing response, the rapidly growing number of cases in Addis Ababa since the 
outbreak calls for a more coordinated endeavour before the intensity of the rains increase in August, 
as the peaks of AWD always occurs with flooding. Apart from the ongoing emergency response, it is 
imperative that government and partners consider building resilient communities by addressing the 
recurrence of AWD outbreaks through long term interventions, including permanent public toilet 
facilities and a city wide water and sewerage system as a long term and sustainable solution. 
 
Dispatching and distribution of emergency food and ES/NFIs continues 
As of 13 July, 2016, dispatch of the fourth round relief food reached 92 per cent and distribution is 74 
per cent, whereas fifth round dispatch reached 43 percent and distribution at 8 per cent. While over 
17,000 ES/NFI kits are positioned in the regional warehouses in SNNP, Afar and Oromia regions, 
4.400 ESNFI kits, 1500 Hygiene kits and 1800 water filters are in Adama warehouse for further 
deployment. Humanitarian actors have distributed ES/NFI kits to 300 households in response to the 
recent floods in Adama, to conflict induced displacements in Somali - Oromia border region, Babile 
woreda in Somali region, and planning is underway to distribute kits in East Harerge, kumbi woreda 
 
One Logistics Cluster officer, assigned by the logistics cluster, is working alongside National Disaster 
risk Management Commission (NDRMC) staff in Nazareth hub to support on warehouse 
management and commodity reporting. A reconstitution process initiated in mid-May which includes 
re-bagging of food commodities, re-stacking and moving of NFIs to dedicated mobile storage units 
erected by WFP/Logistics Cluster, has made the equivalent of two full warehouses (10,000 MT) of 
storage space available. This additional storage space is now being used to store relief food 
commodities, increasing not only the amount of storage capacity, but also improving storage 
conditions. Logistics Cluster is also engaged in the office renovation and electrical refurbishment 
activities of NDRMC premises to ensure storage facilities are in line with international standards. 
 
Food survey shows relief households still have inadequate consumption 
Survey conducted by food cluster from May to June on food consumption indicates that inadequate 
consumption decreased due to enhanced assistance and improved milk and vegetable availability 
due to the rains. During the same period, significant reduction in percentage of relief households with 
low or poor diet diversity was observed because of more consumption of milk and vegetables 
following the rains.  
 
The fact that share of food expenditure in May was above 65 per cent shows high economic 
vulnerability. So these households with 74 per cent expenditure on food are very vulnerable. Mean 
Reduced Coping Strategy Index shows consumption based coping strategies like skipping meals 
reduced in May and June compared to previous months.      
   
For further information please contact: ocha-eth@un.org 

Ethiopia is responding to an El Niño-caused drought emergency: The El Niño global 
climatic event wreaked havoc on Ethiopia’s 2015 spring and summer rains driving food 
insecurity, malnutrition and water shortages in affected areas of the country. A well-
coordinated response is underway, although the scale of the emergency exceeds resources 
available. Given the lead times necessary for the procurement of relief items, the Government 
and its international partners urge immediate and sustained support for this slow onset natural 
disaster.      
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