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HIGHLIGHTS 

• Ethiopia saw a spike in 
COVID-19 cases in May 
with the country 
registering 1,257 cases 
as of 01 June 2020.  
 

• The influx of 
returning/deported 
migrants from 
neighboring countries 
and the Middle East 
continues to put pressure 
on Government COVID-
19 surveillance and 
management capacity, 
especially contact tracing 
at the communities, as 
well as at ports of entry 
such as airports and 
border crossings.  
 

• The Government, with 
support from partners, is 
working to improve the 
service delivery and site 
management capacity of 
quarantine and isolation 
centers across the 
country.  

FUNDING 
REQUIREMENTS 

US$1.001 billion  

Requirement for 2020 Ethiopia 

Humanitarian Response Plan. 

 

US$1.76 billion  

Requirement for the National COVID-19 

Multi-Sector Preparedness and Response 

Plan. 

 

KEY FIGURES 

 People 

in 

need 

People 

targeted 

Food/Non-

food 

8.4 M 7 M 

SAM 544 K 444 K 

MAM 3.9 M 3.1 M 

IDPs 1.78 M 1.78 M 

Returnees                   1.01 M 1.01 M  

 

 

    

 

COVID-19 - Ethiopia updates 
 
A drastic spike in new cases of corona virus seen in the month of May 
 
The number of COVID-19 cases being reported in Ethiopia has been drastically increasing 
since the first week of May, with over 100 new daily cases reported since 28 May. The 
country currently counts 1,257 cases, 70.9 per cent of the reported cases (891) being from 
Addis Ababa. However, the cases are also increasing in the regions, especially in Somali 
(89), Oromia (88) and Amhara (76). Reported cases from other regions include: Tigray (51), 
Afar (32), Harari (11), Dire Dawa (10), SNNP (05) and Benishangul Gumuz (04). Of the total 
caseload, 217 people have recovered, while 12 people have died. More than 58.2 per cent 
of the confirmed cases neither have a history of travel nor a contact with a known confirmed 
case, implying a progressive prominence of community transmission. 
 
Stronger preventive measures were imposed by the Government last week as a result of 
the heightened risk of widespread community transmission in the coming weeks. The 
Government is working on a worst-case scenario of 28 million people potentially being 
infected across the country.  
 
Meanwhile, the influx of returning/deported migrants from neighboring countries and the 
Middle East continues to put pressure on Government COVID-19 surveillance and 
management capacity, especially at ports of entry such as airports and border crossings, as 
well as quarantine and on isolation centers. According to IOM, Ethiopia received more than 
14,000 returnees between 1 April and 28 May (around 3,000 from the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, 4,300 from Sudan, 3,600 from Djibouti, 2,200 from Somalia, 500 from Kenya and 
300 from Lebanon). Porous borders/informal entry points, management of quarantine 
centers and lack of adequate supplies for staff and those quarantined, inadequate logistics 
support as well as the lack of uniform risk communication package across all quarantine 
centers are some of the gaps identified at the quarantine centers.   
 
The Government, with support from partners, is working to improve the service delivery and 
site management capacity of quarantine and isolation centers across the country. A recent 

Humanitarian Bulletin 
Ethiopia 

Issue #10 18–31 May 2020 



Ethiopia Humanitarian Bulletin | 2 

 
 

 

www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/ethiopia | www.unocha.org/ethiopia 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

• Humanitarian needs are 
likely to peak between 
June to September, with 
the eastern parts of the 
country expected to suffer 
the most. 
 

• The launch of a new 
COVID-19 testing lab in 
Gambella brought the total 
number of testing 
laboratories in the country 
to 31 and the national 
testing capacity to 7,500 
persons per day. The 
national target is to set up 
52 laboratories that can 
test 15,500 persons per 
day. 
 

• Two mobile applications 
were launched for COVID-
19 information provision for 
health care providers: 
https://play.google.com/sto
re/apps/details?id=et.gov.
moh.oppia.covid and to 
expedite identification of 
contacts with COVID-19 
cases: 
https://debo.ephi.gov.et.   

 

• The INGO Plan 
International has seconded 
a communication specialist 
to support the National 
Emergency Coordination 
Center (ECC) Community 
Awareness Branch, as well 
as to support linkages and 
coordination with the 
National Emergency 
Operation Center (EOC) 
Risk Communication and 
Community Engagement 
(RCCE) working group. 

 
 

visit by OCHA to the Moyale quarantine center observed improvement in the living condition 
of the center, including food quality, additional health professional capacity as well as pre-
positioning of supplies.  
 

Humanitarian needs expected to peak between June and September; COVID-
19-related restrictions is one of the causes 
According to the Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) latest report, 
COVID-19-related restrictions, coupled with the broader economic decline, the spread of 
desert locust infestation, flooding and the general decrease in income has led to atypically 
high humanitarian needs across the country. According to the report, staple food prices are 
increasing at rates higher than what is seasonally normal for this time of year. In April, maize 
price in Hossana market was 20 per cent higher compared to the same time last year, and 
53 per cent higher compared to the five-year average. Similarly, sorghum price in Dessie 
market was 33 per cent higher from the same time in 2019, and 105 per cent higher 
compared to the five-year average. Staple food prices are likely to continue to increase 
through September as market supplies decrease and market demand further increases, 
negatively impacting the purchasing power of market-dependent households. Humanitarian 
needs are likely to peak between June to September, with the eastern parts of the country 
expected to suffer the impact the most.  
 
On 29 May, the House of People’s Representatives approved an additional budget of 48 
billion birr (~US$1.4 billion), most of which will go towards buffering the economic impact of 
COVID-19.  

EPHI launched a new COVID-19 testing lab in Gambella region 

On 27 May, the Ethiopian Public Health Institute (EPHI) opened a COVID-19 testing 
laboratory in Gambella region. The new lab has a capacity to test 180 samples per day.  The 
launch of the Gambella facility brings the total number of testing laboratories in the country 
to 31 and the national testing capacity to 7,500 persons per day. The national target is to 
set up 52 laboratories that can test 15,500 persons per day. Meanwhile, two mobile 
applications were launched for COVID-19 information provision for health care providers: 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=et.gov.moh.oppia.covid and to expedite 
identification of contacts with COVID-19 cases: https://debo.ephi.gov.et.   

Risk communication and community engagement specialist seconded to 
support the National Emergency Coordination Center  
On 27 May, Plan International has seconded a communication specialist to support the 
National Emergency Coordination Center (ECC) Community Awareness Branch, as well as 
to support linkages and coordination with the national Emergency Operation Center (EOC) 
Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE) pillar.  

Since the declaration of the COVID-19 pandemic, UN and INGO partners have been 
undertaking RCCE as well as awareness initiatives in support of Government efforts, 
including developing and disseminating communications products, key messages and 
media (social or mainstream) engagement. The messaging ranged from basic COVID-19 
risk awareness and protection measures, particularly in high-risk areas such as prisons, IDP 
sites and refugee camps. The specific impact of COVID-19 on women and people with 
disabilities, including the rise in gender-based violence; as well as awareness on the social 
and economic impact of COVID-19, including rise in stigma and discrimination. More than 
11 million people were reached through messages on COVID-19 prevention and access to 
services and more than 1.5 million people were engaged in COVID-19 risk communication 
and community engagement activities.  

At present, partners are supporting Government COVID-19 coordination structures at 
different levels and capacities.  

For information and case-reporting find below COVID – 19 Hotlines:  
 

 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=et.gov.moh.oppia.covid
https://debo.ephi.gov.et/
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HIGHLIGHTS 

• Some 30,000 IDPs who 
had fled inter-communal 
violence have been 
returned by the 
Government from Amhara 
to Metekel zone of 
Benishangul Gumuz region 

 

• The overall program of 
IDP return is coordinated 
by a regional committee 
chaired by the Amhara 
region president with the 
participation of relevant 
line bureaus in Bahir Dar. 

 

• The Logistic Cluster in 
Ethiopia launched a new 
initiative to track road 
movements constraints. 
The initiative aims to track 
and map road conditions 
across the country to 
support humanitarian 
operation/movement 
planning. 

 

Some 30,000 IDPs returned from Amhara to 
Benishangul Gumuz through a Government-led  
operation 
According to the Benishangul 
Gumuz regional authorities, 
some 30,000 IDPs who had fled 
inter-communal violence, have 
so far been returned from Awi 
zone (Amhara region) to Metekel 
zone (Benishangul Gumuz 
region). The Government-led 
operation has started three 
weeks ago, and the task was set 
out to be completed by 31 May.   
 
The overall program of IDP 
return is coordinated by a 
regional committee chaired by 
the Amhara region president 
with the participation of relevant 
line bureaus in Bahir Dar. 
Humanitarian partners have not 
been initially invited to involve in the planning and implementation of the return operation. 
However, key humanitarian partners, including the UN regional coordination forum for 
COVID-19, are currently closely working with Benishangul Gumuz regional authorities to put 
the Policy Recommendations for IDP-inclusive COVID-19 Response into practice by 
improving response to returnees in Metekel zone. Partners are also in discussions with 
relevant authorities in both regions to better plan the return process to ensure that it is in 
consultation with affected communities and that basic services and infrastructures as well 
as security is ensured.    
 

Logistic Cluster launches a new initiative to track 
road movements constraints  

The Logistic Cluster in Ethiopia launched a new initiative to track road movements 
constraints. The initiative aims to track and map road conditions across the country to 
support humanitarian operation/movement planning. The initiative allows partners to submit 
updates on physical access constraints affecting the movement of road transport within 
Ethiopia. The data collected is used to produce Road Constraints Maps, shared through a 
dedicated operation page for the benefit of partners’ operational decision making. 
https://logcluster.org/document/ethiopia-road-constraints-report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 Buses busy returning IDPs to their areas of origin. 

https://logcluster.org/document/ethiopia-road-constraints-report
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HIGHLIGHTS 

• The National Flood 
Response Plan that was 
released by the 
Government-led Flood 
Task Force on 21 May 
requires $30.7 million to 
respond to the needs of 
some 470,163 flood-
affected people, of whom 
301,284 are displaced 
across Somali, Oromia, 
Afar, SNNP, and Harari 
regions as well as Dire 
Dawa City Council.  

 

• Additional resource is 
urgently required to 
address unmet food and 
non-food needs as well as 
to provide early recovery 
support. At present, $5.7 
million is mobilized, leaving 
a gap of $25 million.  

 

• The National Meteorology 
Agency (NMA) released 
the kiremt (June-
September) season 
forecast last week. The 
NMA forecast will feed 
into Government and 
partners’ flood prevention 
and preparedness 
interventions. This is in 
line with Government 
efforts to strengthen early 
warning information to 
inform early action. 

 

•  “My life had started to 
gradualy improve and I 
became one of the few 
people who could afford a 
good life in my 
community,” said Ali. All 
this hard work and well-
deserved achievements 
were unfortunately wiped-
out in one day. Recent 
heavy seasonal rains led 
to the overflow of Dawa 
River, inundating houses 
and farms along the river 
bank, including that of Ali.  

More than US$30 million required to respond to 
the ongoing flooding in Ethiopia 
 

The National Flood Response Plan that 
was released by the Government-led 
Flood Task Force on 21 May requires 
$30.7 million to respond to the needs of 
some 470,163 flood-affected people, of 
whom 301,284 are displaced across 
Somali, Oromia, Afar, SNNP, and Harari 
regions as well as Dire Dawa City 
Council. The plan covers immediate 
lifesaving interventions as well as early 
recovery components for the remainder 
of the 2020 belg/gu (spring) rainy 
season, and ensures that flood 
response interventions are integrated 

with the COVID-19 response strategy. 

 

Nearly half of the funding ($14.7 million) will go to the ES/NFI sector to provide safe, 
appropriate and critical shelter and non-food items to the displaced and affected population. 
The plan also lists emergency health ($4.7 million), WaSH ($3.7 million), agriculture ($2.4 
million), education ($1.3 million), nutrition ($904,712), and protection ($724,141) 
interventions for the targeted population. The response plan allotted $166,765 for 
maintenance of damaged infrastructure as an early recovery activity.  

Additional resource is urgently required to address unmet food and non-food needs as well 
as to provide early recovery support. At present, $5.7 million is mobilized, leaving a gap of 
$25 million.  

 

Kiremt (summer) season forecast 
Meanwhile, the National Meteorology Agency (NMA) released the kiremt (June-September) 
season forecast last week. According to the report, western, south-western and much of 
central Ethiopia are expected to receive normal-tending to above-normal rainfall during the 
season. There is also a high likelihood for normal rains across the eastern half of the country. 
The season is expected to start and cease on time, while localized heavy rains in July and 
August are likely to cause flooding in flood-prone areas.  
 
The NMA forecast will feed into Government and partners’ flood prevention and 
preparedness interventions. This is in line with Government efforts to strengthen early 
warning information to inform early action.  

 

Floods in Somali region: Years of hard work and 
investment washed away in one day  
A couple of years ago, Ali made a life-changing decision to leave his job as a Government 
civil servant and to buy a farm. A proud father of 11 children and guardian of seven additional 
members of his extended family, he was struggling to make ends meet and provide for his 
large family with what he earned as a civil servant. “It is also a religious obligation and part 
of Somali culture to contribute towards the wellbeing of the vulnerable groups in my 
neighborhood such as the elderly, orphans and the disabled,” said Ali.  
 
 
 
 

Figure 2 Photo Credit: OCHA/Abdirahim, crops 

washed by flooding in Dawa zone, Somali region.  
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HIGHLIGHTS 

• Ali is not the only one who 
faced the devastating 
impact of the recent floods. 
At least 2370 households 
were affected in Hudet 
woreda alone, of whom 
1185 households were 
displaced.  
 

• The 2020 Humanitarian 
Response Plan of US$1 
billion is 26.4 per cent 
funded, including 31 per 
cent for the Food Cluster 
and 23.3 per cent for the 
non-food clusters. Several 
life-saving clusters have 
received no to minimal 
funding, including 
protection, education, 
nutrition and ES/NFI. 
 
 

• A revision of the sector 
requirements is currently 
being finalized to reflect 
additional needs due to 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
flooding and desert locust 
infestation amongst others.   

 
 

 
 

 

He invested his energy and 
resources to build his 
farming business. “I started 
farming by planting onions 
tomatoes, maize and mixed 
crops along the Dawa river 
banks in Lami kebele, Hudet 
woreda” he said.  Somali 
region and Dawa zone 
authorities had once visited 
his productive farm and was 
quoted as best practice.  “My 
life had started to gradualy 
improve and I became one 
of the few people who could 
afford a good life in my 
community,” said Ali.  
 
All this hard work and well-
deserved achievements 
were unfortunately wiped-
out in one day. Recent 
heavy seasonal rains led to 
the overflow of Dawa River, inundating houses and farms along the river bank, including 
that of Ali. “The flood has completely washed away the crops and the farming tools, including 
my two irrigation pumps. Whatever remained from the damaged farm was covered with huge 
soil carried by the floods,” Ali sadly said pointing towards what remained from his water 
pumps. His second farmland in Dirir kebele suffered the same fate.  
 
“My livelihood is destroyed and it will take me several years, cash and equipment to rebuild 
what I have lost. I don’t have the capital to restart farming from scratch,” said Ali in dismay.  
 
Ali is not the only one who faced the 
devastating impact of the recent 
floods. At least 2370 households 
were affected in Hudet woreda alone, 
of whom 1185 households were 
displaced. In addition, 100 irrigation 
pumps and 880 hectares of cropland 
were damaged, while 700 livestock 
were killed. The strength of the water 
was such that it washed the bridge of 
Melka Guba in seconds.    
  
Overall, the floods have affected 
some 4239 households in Dawa 
zone, including 3055 households 
displaced. At least 1045 hectares of 
cropland were inundated, 83 water 
structures were partially or completely destroyed, and 153 irrigation pumps damaged. 
Flooding has particularly been severe in Somali region where some 342,000 people are 
affected (198,000 displaced) in 26 woredas across nine zones. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Figure 3 Photo Credit: OCHA/Abdirahim, Ali stands in front of his 
buried water pump to explain the devastating impact of flooding in 
Lami kebele, Hudet woreda.  

Figure 4 Photo credit: OCHA/Abdirahim, flood-damaged 
bridge of Melka Guba 
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2020 HRP Funding Update  
 
The 2020 Humanitarian Response Plan of US$1 billion is 27.2 per cent funded, including 31 
per cent for the Food Cluster and 24.7 per cent for the non-food clusters. Several life-saving 
clusters have received no to minimal funding, including protection, education, nutrition and 
ES/NFI.  
 
A revision of the sector requirements is currently being finalized to reflect additional needs 
due to COVID-19 pandemic, flooding and desert locust infestation amongst others. The 
document is expected to be released this week, and will be posted on 
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/ethiopia/  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For further information, please contact:  
Malda Nadew, Strategic Communication Analyst, nadew@un.org, Tel. (+251) 953852223 
Mengistu Dargie, National Public Information and Reporting Officer, dargie@un.org, Tel. (+251) 911742381 
Alfred Nabeta, OCHA Operations and Advocacy Division, New York, nabeta@un.org 
Twitter - https://twitter.com/OCHA_Ethiopia, Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/OCHAinEthiopia/ 
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