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Ethiopia commemorates International Day for Disaster Reduction (IDDR)   
 
Bringing humanitarian and development endeavor together to build climate resilient communities 
was highlighted as a sustainable development solution to Ethiopia’s recurring drought at the 
IDDR commemoration. The National Disaster Risk Management Commission (NDRMC) and 
partners organized the IDDR to promote and advocate for sustainable and long term solutions to 
reduce reliance on humanitarian aid for slow onset disasters.   “The current drought has tested 
the resilient capacity of the country built over the past few years,” said Mr. Seleshi Getahun, 
Minister of Livestock and Fishery.   
 
Ongoing protest continue to affect the delivery of humanitarian services 
 

Ongoing protests in 
some parts of the 
country over the past 
months have caused a 
considerable damage 
to public and private 
properties. Protesters 
have also reportedly 
attacked relief food 
warehouses, mobile 
storage units, trucks 
and blocked roads, 
affecting the timely 
delivery of 
humanitarian services 
to affected 
communities in some 
priority woredas.  
 
Restrictions on movement in Oromia and limited access to the area in and around Assossa 
continue to cause delays in the erection and finalisation of Mobile Storage Units (MSUs). While 
the ongoing protests are affecting the humanitarian response, the recent declaration of state of 
emergency has increased food dispatch, according to NDRMC. The third Food Dispatch 
Prioritization exercise identified 73 woredas in six regions with incomplete dispatches during 
September.  
 
Shortage of equipment and limited access to fungicides affecting wheat rust response 
 
Wheat Rust Outbreak Update of the Food and Auricular Organization (FAO) highlights that 
wheat rust response is ongoing in 152 affected woredas in Amhara, Oromia, SNNP and Tigray 
regions.  Farmers are spraying affected crops with fungicide with technical support from the 
regional agriculture bureau and woreda offices, but shortage of spray equipment, personal 
protective equipment as well as limited access to fungicides is affecting the response. Wheat is 
the third most important crop in Ethiopia Covering approximately 17 per cent of the cropped area 
of the country, it yields about three million tons per year. 
 
 

For further information contact: ocha-eth@un.org 

Drought exacerbated by El Niño, combined with extensive flooding, disease outbreaks 
and the disruption of basic public services, continue to have a negative impact on the 
lives and livelihoods of 9.7 million Ethiopians. Overall food security and agricultural 
production remain severely affected, with cascading effects on livelihoods, nutrition, 
health, water, sanitation, education and other sectors. 
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