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HIGHLIGHTS 

 Ethiopia registers 122,864
confirmed cases of
COVID-19 with 109,293
recoveries, and 1,909
deaths as of 27
December

FUNDING 
REQUIREMENTS 
US$1.44 billion  

Total COVID-19 and non-COVID-19 
revised requirements 

US$1.06 billion  

Non-COVID-19 requirements 

US$374.2 million 

COVID-19 requirements 

People targeted 

Non-COVID-19 8.1 million 

COVID-19 7.8 million 

COVID-19 - Ethiopia updates 
1.78 million samples tested, 122,864 cases and 1,806 deaths registered 
As of 27 December, Ethiopia counts 122,864 COVID-19 cases nationwide, with 109,293 
recoveries and 1,909 deaths. There are some 224 patients currently in the intensive care 
unit. Ethiopia is still the fourth country with the highest number of COVID-19 cases in Africa, 
next to South Africa, Morocco and Egypt. An average 10 per cent positivity rate reported in 
recent weeks indicates an increase in community transmission. Testing capacity has 
significantly decreased since October and is now only targeting high-risk groups (around 
4,000 tests per day)  

Addis Ababa continues to account for the highest percentage of the caseload (55 per cent), 
followed by Oromia, Tigray and Amhara Regions.  While most of the cases have so far been 
concentrated in Addis Ababa and major towns, in recent weeks and contrary to trends so 
far, districts across the country are reporting increasing numbers of confirmed cases. 
Overall, the country conducted more than 1,780,961tests.  

MoH plan to vaccinate 20 per cent of the population against COVID-19 
The Ministry of Health said it is undertaking a wide range of activities to get access to 
COVID-19 vaccinations and thereby vaccinate 20 per cent of the population against COVID-
19 as reported by state-owned media outlet FBC.  

Revitalization of RCCE for COVID-19 response  

The Government of Ethiopia is launching a six-months campaign to reverse an alarming 
level of COVID-19 cases being registered in the country. According to the Ministry of Health 
(MoH), higher number of positivity rate and hostipitalization rate seen in recent months, 
coupled with the shortage of ICU breathing ventilator has increasingly become a challenge 
to Ethiopia’s health system. Field reports from several regions have also indicated strong 
lack of awareness of the pandemic, no budget for testing and surveillance, non-compliance 
of the general public with quarantine/isolation rules and COVID-19 preventive measures.  

Organized by NDRMC last week, line ministries, relevant partners and stakeholders 
reviewed the Non Pharmaceutical Intervention Revitalization Strategic Plan. The plan aims 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

 
 Multi-agency joint 

assessment ongoing in 
Tigray region. 

 
 While access to parts of 

Tigray remains 
restricted due to 
unpredictable security 
situation, humanitarian 
response has begun to 
gradually trickle into 
Tigray region. 

 
 A huge swarm of desert 

locust reported in 
Oromia and Somali 
Regions 

 

 Dry season has led to 
critical shortage of water 
to people and livestock 
in lowland areas of the 
country. 

 
 

 

 

to increase COVID-19 risk perception and public awareness, and increase access to face 
masks and handwashing facilities. Various activities such as No-mask No-service kick-off; 
Students Rally for Health and I Care; Community Participation Events and Mask mobilization 
(for schools and other gatherings such as IDP and refugee camps and religious institutions) 
will be rolled-out nationwide over the next month. Continuous risk communications will be 
conducted and security forces will carry out law enforcement measures.   

Impacts  of  any  public  health  emergency cannot  be  fully  mitigated  by  the  health sector  
alone. A coordinated effort across all relevant sectors is essential to effectively respond to 
this public health emergencies.  

Once the intensive implementation phase is completed successfully, a five-months plan of 
sustained implementation phase will take over.    

  

Humanitarian snapshot 
Tigray update 

While access to parts of Tigray remains restricted due to unpredictable security situation, 
humanitarian response has begun to gradually trickle into Tigray Region. The National 
Disaster Risk Management Commission (NDRMC), the Agency for Refugees and 
Returnees Affairs (ARRA) and the Ethiopian Red Cross have reported the delivery and 
distribution of relief supplies to IDPs and refugees. International partners such as ICRC and 
WFP have also reported humanitarian response since last week delivering food to refugee 
camps in Adi Hurush and May Ayni. From the two multi-agency joint assessment missions 
in Tigray that deployed on 20 December, the southern team destined to Mekelle through 
Alamata, southern Tigray is back to  Addis on 27 December, while the Western Tigray team 
destined to Shire via Dansha is still ongoing. Earlier on 2-8 December, an inter-agency 
assessment mission was conducted in the districts along the Afar -Tigray border.  According 
to the estimations made by the humaniatrian community some 1.3 million people in Tigray, 
Amhara and Afar Regions will  be needing humanitarian assistance since the Tigray crisis 
began. However this estimation may change as new needs assessment information is being 
collected. The Ethiopia Humanitarian Country Team released an updated Humanitarian 
Response Plan for northern Ethiopia seeking $116.5 million for multi-sector response until 
the end of January 2021 to address identified needs. The plan is currently 46 per cent funded 
with an outstanding gap of $63.4 million. The latest Tigray Situation update is available here: 
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/ethiopia 
 

Desert locust in eastern Ethiopia 

The West Hararge zone agriculture office (Oromia Region) reported [17 December] a huge 
swarm of desert locust in Dobba woreda, affecting  some 2, 600 hectares of forest and 1,200 
hectares of irrigation land across 20 kebeles. Desert locust swarm was also reported moving 
to Chiro woreda on 18 December, but hid due to the shower of rain received in the area.The 
swarms pause a huge risk to the upcoming belg season unless appropriate and timely 
preparedness and mitigation measures are taken by all stakeholders.  

Similarly, desert locus has infested several woredas of Dollo Zone in Somali Region where 
both mature and hoperband are invading  the area.  Although ground and areal control is 
underway, it is a little bit too late for successful control as locusts have already laid their 
eggs. 

Dry season leading to critical water shortage in lowland areas 

The Somali Region Disaster Risk Management Bureau (DRMB) reported that the number 
of locations facing critical water shortage has increased during this dry season. As of 22 
December, the number of priority one woredas facing water shortage has reached 30. 
Affected zones include Shabelle, Jarar, Afder, Liban, Erer Nogob, Erer, Doolo, Korahe and 
Dawa. The regional DRMB and the federal NDRMC have agreed to initiate the Drought 
Response Plan for Somali Region. Lowland woredas such as Meyu and Kumbi in East 
Hararge and Burka Dhintu in West Hararhe (Oromia) are also facing water shortage for both 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

 The National Ministerial 
Committee establishes 
an EOC in Metekel 
Zone to coordinate 
response to IDPs living 
across different woredas 
of Metekel Zone. 
 

 The Amhara Disaster 
Prevention and Food 
Security Programme 
Coordinating Office 
(DPFSPCO) said more 
than 250, 000 people 
were displaced in 
Amhara Region in the 
past three years. 
 

 “The recent conflict [15-
16 November] caught us 
by surprise. The sudden 
gunshot by a group of 
people who opposed 
our call to join the 
Konso Zone forced me 
to flee empty-handed. 
My house and 
properties were burnt 
and destroyed. 
 

 “I expect the 
Government to ensure 
peace and security, 
facilitate our safe return, 
ensure enough 
humanitarian 
assistances until we 
return, provide shelter 
materials when we 
return, and ensure early 
recovery and 
rehabilitation.” 

 
 

 

 

 

livestock and human consumption. Water trucking support for IDPs in Meyu and Kumbi 
woredas of East Hararge will likely be sooon interrupted due to operational budget 
constraint. Home grown school feeding program supported by WFP in four woredas of East 
and West Hararge zones of Oromia region is also compromised due to lack of water in 
schools. According to WFP report, 8 schools in Babile and 19 schools in Chinaksen (East 
Hararge) as well as 37 schools in Mieso and 58 schools in Daro Lebu woredas (West 
Hararge) are facing water shortage, requiring urgent water tracking intervention.  

 

Committee establishes EOC in Metekel Zone, 
BG Region to coordinate IDP response 
The National Ministerial Committee is establishing an Emergency Operation Center (EOC) 
in Metekel Zone of Benishangul Gumuz Region following the recent deadly inter-communal 
violence that left more than 200 people killed in one day. The EOC will coordinate response 
to IDPs who settled in various camps across different woredas of Metekel Zone. 

The IDPs in Metekel Zone are in dire need of immediate humanitarian assistance. The 
NDRMC said it has been providing humanitarian assistance to IDPs sheltered in the recently 
established camps in Metekel Zone. There were already more than 89,000 displaced people 
before the recent conflict, according to the regional Disaster Risk Management Commission. 

More than 250,000 displaced in Amhara Region 
The Amhara Disaster Prevention and Food Security Programme Coordinating Office 
(DPFSPCO) said more than 250,000 people were displaced in Amhara Region in the past 
three years. New displacements due the recent violence in Metekel Zone of Benishangul 
Gumuz is the most recent incident. While inter-communal conflict was the primary cause for 
the majority of the displacement from Oromia and Benishangul Gumuz Regions, the recent 
Tigray armed conflict is also contributing to additional displacement. Most of the IDPs are 
residing with host communities across 12 Zones in the Region, but there are also IDPs living 
in camps in Chagni and Kobo woredas as well as Bahir Dar cities, according to DPFSPCO. 
While emergency humanitarian aid is an immediate necessity, the Region is working with 
the federal Government to bring about lasting solutions to the IDPs. 

The story of Mesenbet Kebede, an IDP from 
Gato Town of Dereshe woreda, SNNP Region 
It has been more than a month since the reignited conflict between Konso Zone and its 
surrounding areas of SNNP regional state resulted in the displacement of more than 157,300 
people in Konso Zone as well as in Amaro, Ale, Burji, and Derashe Districts. The conflict 
largely owes to the dismantling of the former Segen Hizboch Zone of SNNP Region into 
Konso Zone and Alle, Derashe, and Burji special woredas, where special woredas are 
demanding the same zonal status given to Konso. 
 
Mrs. Senbete Kebede is one of those people who have been severely affected by this recent 
conflict.  
 
Mrs. Mesenbet Kebede, 35, was displaced from Gato Town of Derashe special woreda 
where she has lived her whole life. She supported her eight family members through 
agriculture and petty trade activities. Mesenbet recalls that she experienced a similar type 
of conflict two years ago, which displaced her from her place of origin, but she was able to 
return home only after a few days. “The recent conflict [15-16 November] caught us by 
surprise. The sudden gunshot by a group of people who opposed our call to join the Konso 
Zone forced me to flee empty-handed. My house and properties were burnt and destroyed. 
Some people were also killed. Those who were able to escape the area fled to this place 
called ‘Bayede’, a kebele located in Konso Zone,” said Mesenbet.  
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 The Ethiopia 2020 
humanitarian appeal is 
63.5 per cent funded, 
including $187 million 
Government allocation 
 

 The $116.5 million plan 
targeting nearly 2 million 
people in Tigray, 
Amhara and Afar with 
life-saving assistance 
between November 
2020 and January 2021 
is only 46 per cent 
funded, leaving an 
outstanding gap of 
almost $63.4 million, as 
of 22 December. 
 

 
 

 

 

She added that perpetrators have looted 
her 17 cattle, two goats, two donkeys, and 
19 chickens. Moreover, 0.75 hectares of 
field crops, 17 quintals of maize, 4 quintals 
of haricot beans and, 5 quintals of onions 
were destroyed. 
 
Mensenbet said “We need food and non-
food items, household utensils, clothing, 
and shelter. There is a huge shortage of 
food, health service, drinking water, and 
latrine. We are not able to use water from 
the river (Yanda River) for irrigation and 
domestic use. There is no peace and 
security as arrest continues, including my 
brother who is imprisoned,” she added.  
 
Regarding the Government’s duty to ensure 
immediate and lasting solutions to the 
people affected by crisis, Mesenbet said, “I 
expect the Government to ensure peace 
and security, facilitate our safe return, 
ensure enough humanitarian assistance until we return, provide us shelter materials when 
we return, and ensure early recovery and rehabilitation.” Mesenbet thinks they are not 
treated fairly by the Derashe community and hopes that the Government will address their 
longstanding questions of her community who don’t want to be under Derashe special 
woreda, but to have their own woreda.   
 

HRP Funding Update as of 22 December 2020  
The Ethiopia 2020 humanitarian appeal is 63.5 per cent funded, including $187 million (13 
per cent) Government allocation. Without urgent additional funding, needs will deepen, and 
women, children, the elderly, people with disabilities, and displaced people will be forced to 
resort to negative coping mechanisms, which will exacerbate their vulnerability. Multiple 
clusters are facing pipeline breaks, which will have dire consequences for people in need of 
assistance and protection.  
 
Meanwhile, resource mobilization around the Humanitarian Preparedness Plan (HRP) in 
response to the conflict in Tigray Region is ongoing, while partners are moving forward with 
its implementation with available resources. The $116.5 million plan targeting nearly 2 
million people in Tigray, Amhara and Afar with life-saving assistance between November 
2020 and January 2021 is now 46 per cent funded, leaving an outstanding gap of almost 
$63.4 million, as of 22 December.  
 
The Humanitarian Preparedness Pan and the annual Ethiopian Humanitarian Response 
Plan will be merged in 2021.  
  

Figure 1 The displaced family of Mesenbet at 
Bayede kebele, Konso Zone.                               
Photo Credit: OCHA/Mesfin Tekle 
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For further information, please contact:  
Malda Nadew, Head, Strategic Communication Unit - OIC, nadew@un.org, Tel. (+251) 953852223 
Mengistu Dargie, National Public Information and Reporting Officer, dargie@un.org, Tel. (+251) 911742381 
Alfred Nabeta, OCHA Operations and Advocacy Division, New York, nabeta@un.org 
Twitter - https://twitter.com/OCHA Ethiopia, Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/OCHAinEthiopia/ 


