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Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs, Email: ocha-eth@un.org 

Key Issues 
 
 Despite the need to 

rapidly scale-up 
humanitarian response to 
address El Niño -caused 
food insecurity and 
malnutrition spikes, the 
lack of new funding from 
international partners is 
limiting response. 
 

 The Government-led 
meher/post-summer rains 
humanitarian needs 
assessment – which was 
brought forward by a 
month - will start on 24 
October.  
 

 A Flood Alert released on 
12 October warns of flood 
risks in the Wabishebelle, 
Genale/Dawa and Omo 
river basins in the last 
quarter of 2015.  

 

Donors	are	urgently	requested	to:	
	

•	Provide	additional	funding	to					
				address	current	(2015)	needs	

 Bring	forward	2016	funds	now	
	

•	Review	options	to	re‐programme			
			existing	development	funding	for					
				priority	humanitarian	response	
	

•	Seek	additional	resources	
	

•	Support	country‐level	pooled	funds			
(OCHA’s	Humanitarian	Response	Fund	
(HRF)	and	the	emergency	funds	
managed	by	USAID	and	ECHO)	

Government leads national disaster response 
Following the inter-agency rapid assessment in September 2015, the Government is leading 
efforts to increase assistance ahead of the meher humanitarian needs assessment planned 
for 24 October.  
 
Dearth of funding limits response 
WFP and DRMFSS were able to fully cover the fourth round relief food needs for nearly 5 
million people. WFP now faces serious funding shortfalls to cover the food needs for 1.5 
million people in Somali region until the end of the year. Separately, in 2015, WFP assisted 
650,000 moderately malnourished children and pregnant and breastfeeding mothers with 
specialized nutritious food. However, as the nutrition situation deteriorates, a further 700,000 
children and pregnant and breastfeeding mothers will require TSF  assistance over the next 
six months, and WFP requires more than US$ 8 million to cover the increased needs.  
 
In a sign of admirable leadership and dedication, the Government allocated funds to procure 
relief food to cover food supply gaps in Government and in WFP-supported areas, including 
100,000MT of cereals; 10,000MT of pulse and 6,000MT of oil for the fifth relief food round. 
This is the first time that the Government has been forced to largely cover relief food 
assistance in the Humanitarian Requirements Document. Donors have been generous 
spending more than $200,000 million to address humanitarian needs in 2015. However, 
needs have rapidly surpassed available resources.   
 

International partners respond to Government’s call for support 
ECHO and OFDA activate the ‘crisis modifier’ 
In the face of the escalating emergency, ECHO activated its livelihood-based drought ‘crisis 
modifier’ in its resilience building programs in prioritized areas of the country. At a cost of 
€220,000, the project in Afar region from mid-August to December will provide supplementary 
livestock feeding and livestock health service benefiting 90,000 heads of animals owned by 
6,000 drought- affected households in Adaar, Chifra, Dewe, Ewa and Telalak woredas. In Siti 
zone of Somali region, another severely drought-affected area, €302,550 will support 11,973 
households with inter-sector interventions.  
 
Similarly, in September, USAID activated the ‘crisis modifier’ for the third time in 2015. At a 
cost of US$495,000, some 8,200 households in Afar (Amibara and Dulessa woredas of Zone 
3) and Somali (Afdem and Muli woredas of Siti zone) regions will benefit from voucher 
schemes until late October. The two previous ‘crisis modifiers’ were for $500,000 in Afar 
region in May; and for $143,761 in SNNPR in July, both in response to the failed spring/belg 
rains.  
 

Planning and prioritization 
Government issues an Unseasonal Rains and Flood Alert 
On 8 October, DRMFSS issued an Unseasonal Rains and Flood Alert following the National 
Meteorological Agency’s weather forecast for the bega season (October 2015 – January 
2016). El Niño-caused heavy rains in south and south eastern Ethiopia enhance the risk of 
flooding in the Wabishebelle, Genale/Dawa and Omo river basins. Timely flood prevention and 
mitigation efforts were recommended for these areas.  Separately, unseasonal heavy rains in  
eastern, central, northern and north eastern meher-producing parts of the country risk 
damaging maturing crops, threatening to reduce the harvest. The national Flood Task Force 
will continue to closely monitor the situation and regularly update the Alert. For more 
information, contact ocha-eth@un.org   

An evolving slow-onset natural disaster: The impact of the failed spring belg rains was 

compounded by the arrival of the El Niño weather conditions that weakened summer kiremt rains 

that feed 80 to 85 per cent of the country. This greatly expanded food insecurity, malnutrition and 

devastated livelihoods across six affected regions of the country. The level of acute need across

virtually all humanitarian sectors has already exceeded levels seen in the Horn of Africa drought of

2011 and is projected to be far more severe throughout an 8-month period in 2016.  


