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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• The international 
community 
together with the 
host government 
celebrated the 
2019 World 
Humanitarian Day 
in Ethiopia 
honoring the 
bravery and 
generosity of 
women in IDP-
hosting 
communities and 
frontline women 
aid workers. 

 
• “At the peak of the 

displacement crisis 
in 2018, and while 
we, humanitarian 
agencies, were still 
finding our way to 
places of 
displacement, 
these brave and 
generous women 
driven by their 
humanity, were 
already providing 
support and 
sharing what little 
they had,” UN 
Resident and 
Humanitarian 
Coordinator. 
 

 
 
 

WHD in Ethiopia: Honoring women in IDP-
hosting communities and women aid workers. 
The international humanitarian community together with the host government celebrated the 
2019 World Humanitarian Day in Ethiopia honoring the bravery and generosity of women in 
IDP-hosting communities and frontline women aid workers who continue to take risks every 
day in order to provide aid to the people in need. The humanitarian community appreciated 
and thanked the contribution of several thousands of such women around the country who 
showed the true face of humanity, whose work was not recognized enough and whose 
stories were not told enough. 
Mr. Zeynu Kemal, State Minister of Peace 
commended the international humanitarian 
agencies and their staff who have worked hard not 
only to address the needs of conflict affected 
community members in the country, but also to 
provide life-saving assistance to the hundreds of 
thousands of refugees from Somalia, South 
Sudan, Eritrea and other countries that we have 
welcomed in Ethiopia. “We value your support and 
our partnership. We look forward for your 
continued humanitarian but also for your 
increased support on recovery and resilience-
building endeavors,” said Mr. Zeinu. 

Mr. Aeneas Chuma, UN Resident and 
Humanitarian Coordinator in Ethiopia said, “At 
the peak of the displacement crisis in 2018, and 
while we, humanitarian agencies, were still 
finding our way to places of displacement, these 
brave and generous women driven by their 
humanity, were already providing support and 
sharing what little they had. They shared their 
food, they gave water and they provided shelter 
to the displaced compatriots and fellow human 
beings. They are the ones who kept the affected 
people alive during those critical first few days 
and weeks following displacement”. 
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Figure 1 Mr. Zeynu Jemal, State Minister of 
Peace. Photo Credit: OCHA 

Figure 2 Mr. Aeneas Chuma, UN Resident 
and Humanitarian Coordinator. Photo Credit: 
OCHA 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• “I am a mother. I 
can’t afford to 
neglect my duty to 
help children in 
difficult 
circumstances,” 
says Ms. Aynatu 
Desta, a civil 
servant at Nedjo 
Town, West 
Wollega. 

 
• My children also ask 

me to support the 
IDPs. They keep 
saying, “Who knows 
our fate, we could 
be faced with similar 
circumstances,” 
says Ms Zinash, 
Dilla Town SNNP 
region 
 

• “I gave a house to 
one displaced 
family. For over a 
year now, we have 
been sharing 
everything. Both 
husband and wife 
support me in 
farming and daily 
activities, including 
sowing, weeding 
and chopping 
firewood. We have 
been helping each 
other,” says Ms 
Felekech Tuke, 
Bulle Hora, West 
Guji Zone, Oromia 
region. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“On behalf of the Ethiopian Humanitarian Community, I want to urge the government to 
consolidate peace and security in areas that are prone to conflict-induced displacement. We 
would also like to urge the government to continue to provide unlimited access to people 
affected by displacement wherever they are,” Chuma added.  

Untold stories of women humanitarian heros at 
the forefront of response  
As we mark the 2019 World Humanitarian Day-honoring woman humanitarian heroes, we 
hereby share the stories of exemplary women whose stories were flagged in various 
platforms during the celebration of WHD event by the wider humanitarian community in 
Ethiopia. The Government of Ethiopia in collaboration with international partners has been 
supporting the displaced communities including seeking durable solutions to the crisis. At 
the forefront of the humanitarian response, however, are brave and generous citizens who 
helped their fellow Ethiopians during the time of need. Often themselves poor, they never 
allowed their own want and scarcity to be an excuse for in action. Their humanity was all 
that was required to give and they gave generously. Those who had two breads gave one. 
Those who had two clothes gave away the second. Those who had no food or money to 
spare, opened up their homes. Those who had nothing, gave love and words of 
encouragement. The following stories are just few examples of women in host communities 
who chose to be generous, who chose to give love and words of encouragement, and who 
chose to give hope.  

The Stories of IDP-hosting women at the peak of the crisis 
When IDPs who fled from Benishangul Gumuz and 
crowded Nedjo Town in September 2018, Ayantu Desta, 
a civil servant at Nedjo Town, Western Ethiopia, sheltered 
them near her home and provided them with food and 
clothing although she already had meagre resources. 
Ayantu allowed more than 3,000 IDPs to fetch water from 
her tap and covered high bill for more than six months.  
She covered all the medical costs of an IDP woman who 
had given birth to a baby in the temporary shelter she was 
occupying from her own pocket and gave the mother the 
required support.  “I am a mother. I can’t afford to neglect 
my duty to help children in difficult circumstances,” says 
Aynatu Desta. 

“The day the IDPs came to my neighborhood, I was at 
home working on my pottery. I was deeply saddened by 
what I saw, there were elderly people, children, and 
pregnant women. Since they came here, I gave them 
firewood, I let them use my kitchen and spend the whole 
day in my house. They usually leave late in the evening, 
after 8:00 pm. I would start preparing dinner for my 

family after they left. I did what I could to help. Feeling 
their pain and suffering, my husband encourages me 
to support the displaced people. My children also ask 

me to support them. They keep saying, “Who knows our fate, we could be faced with similar 
circumstances.” 
 “When they fled inter-communal conflict in their home 
town, they came empty-handed, they had lost all their 
belongings. The whole neighborhood came together to 
provide them shelter. I gave a house to one displaced 
family. For over a year now, we have been sharing 
everything. Both husband and wife support me in 
farming and daily activities, including sowing, weeding 
and chopping firewood. We have been helping each 
other. I have also adopted one displaced young girl 

Figure 3 Ms Ayantu Desta, a civil 
servant at Nedjo Town, West 
Wollega, Oromia Region 

Figure 4 Ms Zinash, Dilla Town SNNP 
region 

Figure 5 Ms Felekech Tuke, 
Bulle Hora, West Guji Zone, 
Oromia region 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• I don’t ever want 
such violence and 
hatred repeated in 
my country. I want 
every fellow 
Ethiopian to know 
that we are one. 
Love and unity are 
what should 
characterize us as a 
nation,” Says Ms 
Tarikua Tadesse, 
Dilla Town, Gedeo 
Zone, SNNP region 
  

• “As a frontline 
humanitarian worker 
helping people to 
alleviate their 
suffering and seeing 
recovering mothers 
and children is the 
most rewarding part 
of my work,” says 
Ms Sinksar 
Simeneh, UNICEF. 

•  
• “The most 

challenging part of 
being a 
humanitarian worker 
is that you may not 
always be able to 
help those in need 
of your assistance,” 
Ms Hanna 
Aychiluhem, NRC 
  

• “Seeing the smile 
that was once faint 
of a malnourished 
child happy and 
able to play and 
lead a normal life 
again makes me 
happiest about my 
job,” Ms. Millicent 
Lusigi, UNCHR. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

whom I found wandering on the street. She eats and drinks with me, I give her clothes and 
we have been living together ever since.” 
“I saw the displaced communities had no means 
to contact family members who were either left 
behind or fled to elsewhere. I, therefore, charged 
their mobile phones so that they could call and 
trace lost family members. I gave them water so 
that they could wash. I also gave them words of 
reassurance to appease their spirit. And when I 
saw them hungry and weak, I share my food with 
them. When all this is over and they return to 
their hometown, I want them to see that with hard 
work and time, everything will get better. What I 
want is for them to maintain their dignity and their 
morale. I want them to remain hopeful. I don’t 
ever want such violence and hatred repeated in my country. I want every fellow Ethiopian to 
know that we are one. Love and unity are what should characterize us as a nation.” 
 

Quotes from women humanitarian workers in the field 
“In a setting where I have been working for more than 
10 years, it is common that you see mothers and 
children suffering from lack of food or hunger. As a 
frontline humanitarian worker helping them to alleviate 
their suffering and seeing recovering mothers and 
children is the most rewarding part of my work. That 
gives me more inspiration and courage. As fundraiser 
for humanitarian interventions, after doing tedious 
assessments and developing interventions, if my fund 
application gets approval and secured, then I always 
smile and say “yay we are going to reach this number 
of additional children and mothers in need of our help.”  

“The most challenging part of being a humanitarian worker is that 
you may not always be able to help those in need of your 
assistance. I have witnessed suffering and heard stories that broke 
my heart. There are times when all you want to be is Humane and 
assist the people you are serving on the spot while systems, 
policies, procedures and resource gaps challenge you to the point 
where it affects you personally at times making you more 
vulnerable than the person you are supposed to assist. Despite 
these challenges, I strive to put my little contribution to improve the 
lives and livelihoods of refugees, IDPS and vulnerable host 
community members,” Ms Hanna Aychiluhem, Norwegian 
Refugee Council.  

 
“Seeing the smile that was once faint of a malnourished child 
happy and able to play and lead a normal life again makes 
me happiest about my job. My best days at work are when I 
am out in the field/ community supporting the work of 
partners who undertake the daily implementation and 
interact in the community blocks with the refugees; they are 
women, am a woman and we are able to relate freely without 
barriers of being judged,” Ms. Millicent Kavosa Lusigi, 
UNCHR, Nutrition Officer in Gambella, Ethiopia.” 

 
 

Figure 6 Ms Tarikua Tadesse, Dilla Town, 
Gedeo Zone, SNNP region 

Figure 7 Ms Sinksar Simeneh, 
UNICEF  

Figure 8 Ms Hanna 
Aychiluhem, NRC. 

Figure 9 Millicent Kavosa Lusigi, 
UNCHR 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• National Flood 
Taskforce issues 
mid-season    
(August-September) 
flood alert 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
National Flood Taskforce issues mid-season     
(August-September) flood alert 
On 23 August 2019, the National Flood Taskforces, 
chaired by the National Disaster Risk Management 
Commission, issued a flood alert covering the 
remaining months of the kiremt season, (August to 
September 2019). The alert was issued based on 
the mid-season National Meteorological Agency’s 
(NMA) Kiremt Weather Outlook to highlight flood 
risk areas that are likely to receive above normal 
rainfall and those that are prone to river and flash 
floods. This Flood Alert aims to prompt early 
warning, preparedness, mitigation and response 
measures.  
According to the NMA mid kiremt season weather 
outlook, it is anticipated that the Northern and 
Western half parts of the country will receive heavy rainfall that is likely to cause flash and 
the river floods. In addition, Abay, Tekez, Baro-Akobo, Omo-Gibe, upper & middle Awash, 
Rift Valley, Wabe Shebele, upper Genale and Dawa River basins will receive moderate to 
heavy rainfall which will likely affect flood prone areas surrounding these river basins. The 
alert identified that some 17,631 households in 30 woredas (Afar (6), Amhara (7), Gambella 
(3), Oromia (10), SNNP (1) and Somali (3) regions to be either affected or at-risk of flooding. 
Flood incidences in this areas have caused livestock death, property and infrastructure 
damage, including, crop, water supply schemes, houses, schools and other vital 
infrastructure during the month of August.   

Affected population in Amhara, 
Afar and Oromia regions are 
receiving immediate assistance 
(food and NFIs) from Government 
and from humanitarian partners. 
Flood response Plan incorporating 
emergency needs and required 
resources will follow after Flood 
Alert #3 issued. 
In preparation for early warning 
and mitigation of the impacts of 
floods in flood risk areas, the alert 
recommends that Government 
and non-government partners do 
key initial functions as part of the 
wider early warning efforts, 
including provision of responses, 

information sharing and strengthening capacity of regional taskforces. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 11. Government distributing life-saving assistance, 
via military helicopter, to some 8000 people affected by the 
overflow Awash river on to the surrounding land in Illu 
Woreda, South West Showa Zone of Oromia region. Photo 
Credit: FBC 

Figure 10 Woredas that are currently 
affected and at-risk of flooding 
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• FAW infestation 
continues to threaten 
food security to small 
holder farmers in 
Ethiopia. 

FAW infestation continues to threaten food 
security to small holder farmers in Ethiopia 
The increasing spread of fall armyworms (FAW) across Ethiopia continues  to be a food 
security threat to small holder farmers who heavily depend on cereals affected by 
FAW.Since FAW was first reported in March 2017 in SNNP region, it has now spread to all 
the regions, affecting mainly maize and sorghum– Ethiopia’s leading cereal in terms of 
production - and causing significant crop losses. In 2018, FAW infested a total area of 
770,516 hectares of which 539,361 hectare was controlled by handpicking, 81,076 hectare 
was controlled by spraying mainly Diazinon, and 150,079 hectare remained untreated, 
causing a 35 per cent crop loss (2,332,228 quintals) worth of US$ 58,305,692. If this loss 
rate is applied to treated area of 620,437 hectare, the production loss would have been 
about 9,642 million quintal or $241 million. 
 
In response to the infestation, 
the Food and Agricultural 
Agency (FAO) completed 
projects in Emergency 
Response for FAW threats to 
maize growing smallholder 
farmers in Ethiopia and in 
Sustainable Management of 
FAW in Africa. FAO has an 
ongoing project to fast 
tracking FAW management 
and response, including 
adopting technologies to treat 
FAW mannually and 
scientifically. However, 
challenges in FAW 
management remain due to 
limited resources for FAW coordination and information exchange, limited locally generated 
technologies, information and skills, slow adoption of community-based FAW management 
approach due to shortage of farmer facilitators,shortage of personnel protective equipment 
and good quality  backpack sprayers, critical shortage of mobile phones, FAW sex 
pheromone based lures and bucket traps for surveillance, survey and monitoring tools.  
 
Taking lessons from the 2017 and 2018 FAW response into account, FAO will continue to 
work with the Government of Ethiopia and other partners to implement the 2019 FAW 
response. However, funding gap remains to be a challenge as the financial requirement for 
2019 is about $3.3 million, while only $1.9 million is available so far. Strategic issues planned 
to be addressed in 2018-2021 include: critical need to support in enforcement of defined 
legal provisions, coordination and institutional setups at regional levels, improve 
surveillance, survey and monitoring of the FAW, need to increase number of experts, 
relevant supplies, lab facilities and financial resources, put in place well-structured 
communication network for knowledge sharing among all stakeholders, and locally generate 
FAW management technologies.   
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Humanitarian funding update, as of 18 August 2019 
 

                  
 

For further information, please contact:  
Choice Ufuoma Okoro, Head, Strategic Communications, okoroc@un.org, Tel. (+251) 9125 02695 
Mengistu Dargie, National Public Information and Reporting Officer, dargie@un.org, Tel. (+251) 911742381 
Malda Nadew, Strategic Communication Analyst, nadew@un.org, Tel. (+251) 953852223 
Karin Fenczak, OCHA Operations and Advocacy Division, New York, fenczak@un.org  
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