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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• On 6 December, the 
Government of 
Ethiopia and 
international partners 
launched the Durable 
Solutions Initiative 
(DSI) for IDPs in 
Ethiopia in a 
ceremony attended 
by high-level 
Government officials 
as well as UN, NGO 
and donor 
representatives. 
 

• The international 
community reiterated 
that the success of 
humanitarian actors 
is achieved when 
people in life-saving 
assistance do not 
need assistance 
anymore. 
 
 

 
 
 

Government and partners launch the Durable Solutions 
Initiative (DSI) for IDPs in Ethiopia 
On 6 December, the Government of Ethiopia and international partners launched the 
Durable Solutions Initiative (DSI) for IDPs in Ethiopia in a ceremony attended by high-level 
Government officials as well as UN, NGO and donor representatives. The DSI is developed 
by the Government of Ethiopia, the United Nations, international and national non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) and donors to support communities affected by conflict, 
drought and flood-induced internal displacements. Modeled after good practices in other 
countries, the DSI seeks to provide a principled operational framework to guide the work of 
all partners on durable solutions in the country. Its ultimate objective is to enable conditions 
conducive for all internally displaced persons to rebuild their lives in sustainable ways. 
 
The international community in 
Ethiopia congratulated the 
Government of Ethiopia and 
all who worked tirelessly on 
the DSI, particularly Professor 
Walter Kaelin, former SRSG 
on Human Rights of IDPs and 
currently Special Advisor on 
displacement to the UN 
Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator focusing on 
durable solutions.  
 
The international community 
reiterated that the success of 
humanitarian actors is 
achieved when people in life-
saving assistance do not need 
assistance anymore. It was 
also noted that the success of the humanitarian community is dependent on the ability of 
this platform to prevent additional displacement and find solutions to the ones that remain 
in need.  The international community will continue to work with the Government of Ethiopia 
to go beyond meeting needs and instead work to end the assistance needs of IDPs. 
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Figure 1 Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator a.i.              
Mr. Steven Were with H.E Muferiat Kamil, Minister of Peace, at 
the launch of DSI.   Photo Credit: UN Ethiopia 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• The ultimate need 
for IDPs is to 
achieve durable 
solutions to rebuild 
their lives and 
livelihoods, and this 
is achieved through 
continuous 
consultations with 
IDPs, returnees, 
those locally 
integrated and those 
relocated. 
 

• The panel focuses 
primarily on 
addressing 
protracted 
displacement and 
achieving durable 
solutions for 
persons displaced in 
the context of armed 
conflict, generalized 
violence, human 
rights violations, as 
well as disasters 
and the adverse 
effects of climate 
change. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The ultimate need for IDPs is to 
achieve durable solutions to 
rebuild their lives and 
livelihoods, and this is achieved 
through continuous 
consultations with IDPs, 
returnees, those locally 
integrated and those relocated.  
A collaborative effort is required 
to help IDPs move from lack of 
shelter to adequate housing; 
lack of basic services to access 
to health, education and other 
public services; from loss of 
livelihoods to leading a 
productive life. It is also 
essential to restore the rights of 
IDPs as citizens of a nation.  

Durable solutions will be sustained by building peace within the community. This can be 
realized by bringing people together, listening to them and their ideas of peace and 
understanding them, and focusing on risk reduction and conflict-sensitive interventions. It is 
therefore crucial to build a platform like DSI for collective action with the Government in the 
lead. There is also a need to link humanitarian responses and development efforts to find a 
durable solution for IDPs.  
Ethiopia has yet to sign the Kampala Convention, but joint initiatives such as these ones are 
steps in the right direction to address the needs of internally displaced people in the country. 
The initiative requires adequate finance for operationalization. No Government or donor 
financial pledges were made during the launch.  
 

Mitiku Kassa nominated to be part of a high-level 
panel on internal displacement  
The Secretary-General (SG) of the United Nations created an independent high-level panel 
on internal displacement. The panel focuses primarily on addressing protracted 
displacement and achieving durable solutions for persons displaced in the context of armed 
conflict, generalized violence, human rights violations, as well as disasters and the adverse 
effects of climate change. The panel in which Ato Mitiku Kassa, Commissioner of the 
National Disaster Risk Management Commission was nominated to be part of, will begin its 
deliberations in early 2020 and submit its report within one year of its first meeting. The 
multidisciplinary panel combines eminent practitioners with development, humanitarian and 
political experience and with backgrounds in government, international organisations, NGOs 
and the private sector. Displacement-affected states, including Ethiopia, are strongly 
represented in the panel. Regional and gender balance was also considered as a criteria for 
selecting panel members.  
The fact that ever more people are displaced and that displacement tends to last longer 
were the two trends and concerns that drove the SG to establish the panel.  The panel’s 
terms of reference (ToR) therefore place particular focus on durable solutions to protracted 
displacement. Other elements highlighted in the TORs are capacity building, humanitarian-
development collaboration, inclusion of IDPs in SDG implementation, innovative financing 
as well as data. 

 
 
 

Figure 2 Professor Kali sharing international experience on DSI. 
Photo Credit: UN Ethiopia 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• On 10 December 
2019, OCHA gave a 
presentation on 
Humanitarian Civil-
Military Coordination 
as well as on 
humanitarian action, 
OCHA’s mandate 
and humanitarian 
architecture in 
Ethiopia to 
members of the 
Ethiopian defense 
forces as well as 
participants from 
different 
peacekeeping 
contributing 
countries such as 
Tanzania and 
Uganda. 
 

• Flooding between 
May and November 
2019 has affected a 
total of 102,455 
households across 
nine regions, of 
whom some 37,631 
households were 
displaced. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OCHA Ethiopia presented on Humanitarian 
CMCooRD to members of the defense force 
On 10 December 2019, OCHA gave a presentation on Humanitarian Civil-Military 
Coordination as well as on humanitarian action, OCHA’s mandate and humanitarian 
architecture in Ethiopia to members of the Ethiopian defense forces as well as participants 
from different peacekeeping 
contributing countries such as 
Tanzania and Uganda. The 
session took place at the 
Ethiopian National Defense 
Forces Peace Support Centre.  
The Director of the Centre 
extended his appreciation to 
OCHA for the session, and an 
agreement was reached to 
meet again early 2020 in order 
to consider further 
collaboration. OCHA Ethiopia 
joined hands with the Ethiopian 
National Defense Force 
(ENDF) Peace Support 
Training Institute, which 
delivered a UN civil-military 
coordination course designed 
for middle-ranking Ethiopian 
and international peacekeeping officers from 2-13 December 2019. The officers were drawn 
from military, police and civilian personnel. OCHA’s presentation contributed in enhancing 
the understanding of the trainees in their operation as part of the UN mission alongside their 
civilian and police counterparts, but also how they work with other non-mission actors 
operating in the same space. 

Flooding in Somali region and ongoing response 
The Government of Ethiopia and humanitarian partners have been responding to needs of 
flood-affected people in Somali region, mostly food, shelter and non-food items. The floods 
affected 14 woredas across seven zones, displacing at least 20,000 households (~140,000 
people). More than 100 water schemes were also damaged, putting populations at risk of 
water-borne diseases for lack of adequate water supply. Floods have also damaged some 
70 schools (secondary, primary and ABEs) in Shabelle zone alone, affecting the schooling 
of 12,000 children. The Somali Regional Disaster Risk Management Bureau (DRMB) 
appealed for US$9 million to respond to the identified needs, and called for partners support 
in this regard.  
Meanwhile the tropical storm named Cyclone PAWAN which was associated with strong 
winds and heavy rains in some parts of Puntland in the beginning of December has caused 
heavy rainfall in Tuluguled and Awbare areas of Somali region. The heavy rainfall negatively 
affected agricultural production and productivity and interrupted harvesting. Predicted 
moderate to high rainfall in the coming weeks may lead to a further increase in river levels 
along the Shabelle River, posing a high risk of flooding.  
Nationwide, flooding between May and November 2019 has affected a total of 102,455 
households across nine regions, of whom some 37,631 households were displaced. Floods 
have also damaged some 86,230 hectares of cropland. 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3 OCHA Ethiopia presenting on Humanitarian 
CMCooRD. Photo Credit: OCHA  
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Humanitarian Funding Update  
 

 

For further information, please contact:  
Choice Ufuoma Okoro, Head, Strategic Communications, okoroc@un.org, Tel. (+251) 9125 02695 
Mengistu Dargie, National Public Information and Reporting Officer, dargie@un.org, Tel. (+251) 911742381 
Malda Nadew, Strategic Communication Analyst, nadew@un.org, Tel. (+251) 953852223 
Alfred Nabeta, OCHA Operations and Advocacy Division, New York, nabeta@un.org 

mailto:dargie@un.org
mailto:dargie@un.org
mailto:nabeta@un.org
mailto:nabeta@un.org

