
Polio this week - As of 21 Aug 2012

Nominations for Gates Vaccine Innovation Award: The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation is launching a call for nominations for its
second annual Gates Vaccine Innovation Award. This Award is open to individuals,  or groups of individuals,  who work on the
delivery of vaccines, and who have implemented new ideas that have resulted in tangible improvements in immunization coverage in
developing countries. The deadline for  nominations is  31 August 2012, and the winning nomination will  be recognized with a
US$250,000 award.

Nigeria is the only country in the world to report wild poliovirus type 3 (WPV3) in the past four months.

Wild Poliovirus (WPV) cases

Total cases Year-to-date 2012 Year-to-date 2011 Total in 2011* 

Globally 123 333 650 

- in endemic countries 118  111 341 

- in non-endemic countries 5  222 309

 

Case breakdown by country

Countries

Year-to-date 2012 Year-to-date 2011 Total

in

 2011* 

 

Date of

most 

 recent

case  WPV1   WPV3   W1W3   Total    WPV1   WPV3   W1W3   Total  

Nigeria 57 15  72 18 7  25 62 23-Jul-12

Pakistan 26 2 1 29 71 1  72  198 21-Jul-12

Afghanistan 17   17 13   13  80 21-Jul-12

India     1   1  1 13-Jan-11

Chad 5   5 97  3  100  132 14-Jun-12

DR Congo     75   75  93 20-Dec-11

Angola    4    4 5 07-Jul-11

Niger      1  1 5 22-Dec-11

CAR               4 08-Dec-11

China         21 09-Oct-11

Guinea       2  2 3 03-Aug-11

Kenya         1 30-Jul-11

Côte d'Ivoire      32  32 36 24-Jul-11
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Mali       6  6 7 23-Jun-11

Congo     1   1 1 22-Jan-11

Gabon     1   1 1 15-Jan-11

Total 105 17 1 123 281 52 0 333 650  

Total in endemic

countries     
100 17 1 118   103 8 0 111 341  

Total outbreak    5 0 0 5 178 44 0 222 309  

Data in WHO as of 23 Aug 2011 for 2011 data and 21 Aug 2012 for 2012 data.

Afghanistan

No new cases were reported in the past week. The total number of cases for 2012 remains 17. The most recent case had onset
of paralysis on 21 July (WPV1 from Kunar).
Preparations are ongoing for the next National Immunization Days (NIDs) are scheduled for 16-18 September. Focus is in
particular on conducting management trainings of new staff capacity in Southern Region of the country. Following a recent
independent review of the polio programme in the country, a further surge in technical capacity is being implemented, to support
activities in the highest-risk areas of Southern Region.
In addition to the NIDs, a Short Interval Additional Dose (SIAD) campaign is planned for Kunar province, in the east of the
country (bordering Pakistan), following detection of three cases in the province (in June and July).

Nigeria

Two new cases were reported in the past week (both WPV1s from Katsina), bringing the total number of cases for 2012 to 72.
The most recent case had onset of paralysis on 23 July (WPV1 from Kaduna).
The next Immunization Plus Days (IPDs) have been postponed by one week, and will  now be held from 23-26 September.
Planning is focusing on further sensitizing microplans; scaling up geographic information systems (GIS) technology to more
accurately monitor vaccination team movements against pre-prepared microplans; further engaging traditional leaders; further
integrating the new staff capacity which has been built up over the past months; and, targeting activities including to reach
Nomadic populations in 40 Local Government Areas (LGAs) in ten states.
The strategic recommendations by surveillance medical officers (SMOs) from India who had recently observed activities in
Nigeria are being fully integrated into preparations for the next IPDs.
In response to the recently-detected WPV3 case in Taraba (onset of paralysis on 5 July), a mop-up is being conducted this
weekend in four wards in the vicinity of the affected area. This will be followed by a state-wide response over the coming
weeks.
His Excellency the Governor of Taraba has pledged his full support for response activities
Northern Nigeria is now the global epicentre of WPV3 transmission. Of 17 WPV3 cases reported this year, 15 are from northern
Nigeria.
Insecurity remains a challenge in parts of the country, notably in Borno and Yobe states, particularly in the capital cities of both
of these states. Reviews of microplans have been postponed in the capital cities due to the insecurity situation. An assessment
of the impact of the situation on polio activities is ongoing.
Given the recent increase in cases in Katsina state (14 cases this year, 8 of which since May), the possibility of conducting
immunization campaigns across the border in Niger is being explored, to minimize the risk and consequences of polio spread
from Katsina. Niger will  participate in planned, multi-country immunization campaigns in October and November (see ‘West
Africa’ section below for more), but limited activities in border areas, possibly in conjunction with the September IPDs in Nigeria,
would further mitigate risk.

Pakistan

No new cases were reported in the past week. The total number of cases for 2012 remains 29. The most recent case had onset
of paralysis on 21 July (WPV1 from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa – KP).
Although no  new cases were reported,  the continuing  presence of  positive environmental  samples collected underscores
ongoing  widespread  transmission  of  polio  in  the  country.  Positive  environmental  samples  were  collected  in  July  in  KP
(Peshawar), Sindh (Gadap and Gulshan) and Punjab (Lahore).
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Angola

No new cases were reported in the past week. No cases have been reported in 2012. The country reported a total of five cases
in 2011, and the last case had onset of paralysis on 7 July 2011 in Uige in the country's north.
The supplementary immunization activity (SIA) plan for the second half of the year is currently being finalized.
Efforts  are  ongoing to  further  strengthen surveillance in  the  country.  Community-based surveillance is  being  expanded in
Luanda, featuring new reporting sites involving community and leaders and traditional healers, and ensuring weekly active visits
to four priority hospitals in Luanda.
A training for midwives in Luanda is planned for end-August, focusing on integrating polio and immunization messages into
maternal and newborn child health programmes.

Chad

No new cases were reported in the past week. The most recently reported case occurred in the Lac region (WPV1) with onset
of paralysis on 14 June. The total number of cases for 2012 remains five.
A third round of mop-up activities in Lac province, originally scheduled for 23–26 August, was postponed until early September.
Technical support continues to be scaled up in the country, with cold-chain, logistics and communications for development
specialists recruited.

Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)

No new cases were reported in the past week. No wild poliovirus cases have been reported in 2012. The total number of WPV
cases for 2011 is 93 (all WPV1). The most recent case had onset of paralysis on 20 December 2011 in Maniema province.
The SIA plan for the second half of 2012 is currently being finalized. Although the country has not reported a WPV case since
December, in 2012 DR Congo has been affected by a circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) in  Katanga
province, with 17 cases reported (most recent case: 4 April 2012). Efforts are focused on ensuring the cVDPV2 is fully stopped.
As part of efforts to strengthen surveillance, trainings have been completed in key areas of Katanga province. The possibility of
conducting rapid surveillance reviews in Orientale and Maniema provinces is being discussed.

West Africa

No new cases were reported in the past week. No cases have been reported in 2012. The total number of cases for 2011 in
West Africa remains 51 (36 from Côte d'Ivoire, three from Guinea, seven from Mali, and five from Niger). The most recent case
from the region (WPV1 from Niger) had onset of paralysis on 22 December.
Multi-country supplementary immunization activities are planned for  26-29 October and again on 23-26 November,  in  nine
countries across West Africa.
Mali  continues to be affected by insecurity. The activities are being planned for six provinces in the south of the country.
Immunization activities in the north of the country are continuing as part of broader humanitarian relief efforts.
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