
 

1

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
ON HUMANITARIAN 
OVERVIEW
LIBYA

HUMANITARIAN 
PROGRAMME CYCLE
2020
ISSUED NOVEMBER 2019



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 2020

2

Summary of 
Humanitarian Needs
TOTAL POPULATION PEOPLE AFFECTED PEOPLE IN NEED PEOPLE IN ACUTE NEED

6.7M 1.8M 0.9M 0.3M

PERCENTAGE 26% 13% 4%

KEY HUMANITARIAN NEEDS

Libyan and non-Libyans face 
significant protection risks, 
stemming from conflict and 
violence, including violations 
of international humanitarian 
and human rights laws. 

Ongoing conflict and economic 
crisis has impacted people's 
ability to secure their wellbeing 
and livelihoods, resulting in the 
most vulnerable increasingly 
relying on negative coping 
mechanisms to cover basic 
needs. 

Political instability and 
widespread violence, 
including direct attacks on 
public infrastructure, have 
severely disrupted people's 
access to public services, like 
health, education, water and 
sanitation. 

PROTECTION WELLBEING & 
LIVELIHOOD

ACCESS TO BASIC 
SERVICES
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Overview map

The designations employed and the presentation of material in the report do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Since 2011, Libya has been affected by political, security and 
economic volatility. Continued violence and insecurity, including 
escalations in conflict, coupled with political stalemate, has resulted 
in a governance vacuum which has created significant security, rule of 
law, and social and economic consequences.  

An estimate of 897,000 people are considered to be in need of 

humanitarian assistance in Libya in 2020. This reflects the most 
vulnerable people that have been identified as having the most 
severe needs (severe, catastrophic and extreme). Those in need 
of humanitarian assistance include internally displaced persons, 
returnees, non-displaced conflict-affected people, refugees and 
migrants.
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1. Out of 6.7 million people in Libya, 1.8 (26%) million people have been identified as people affected. About 50% of the affected population around 897,000 are identified as people in need of humanitarian assistance, and more than 
342,000 are identified as acutely in need of humanitarian assistance. 
2. According to The Joint Intersectoral Analysis Framework (JIAF) the definition of catastrophic severity of needs is calculated based on total collapse of living standards, total collapse of social/basic services, near/full exhaustion of 
coping options and/or last resort coping mechanisms/exhausted. Percentages and numbers are rounded-up to the nearest decimal.
3. The map reflects the number of people in acute need of humanitarian assistance, around 342,000 people.

HUMANITARIAN NEEDS
The humanitarian situation in Libya is increasingly complex. The 
protracted nature of the conflict severely impacts on people’s 
wellbeing and livelihoods. Political stalemate has resulted in a 
governance vacuum, and coupled with widespread violence and 
insecurity, including direct attacks on public infrastructure, have 
disrupted the economy and public service delivery across the country. 
Furthermore, spikes in violence, such as the escalation of conflict in 
Tripoli since April 2019 and clashes in Murzuq in August 2019, have 
resulted in increased civilian casualties and further displacement.

Across the country, over 301,000 Libyans remain displaced, including 
128,000 people due to the Tripoli conflict, reversing the declining trend 
in displacement. As displacement has increased, so has the number 

of Libyans who are returning to their homes,  around 447,000 people. 
Living conditions, including access to clean drinking water, medical 
services, and safe housing have all degraded due to the protracted 
situation in the country, particularly for women and children.

Despite the crisis, Libya remains an attractive destination for migrant 
workers due to an economy that relies on foreign labour, higher 
salaries and historical ties, as well as being a transitory route for 
people seeking opportunities or asylum in Europe. An estimated 
655,000 refugees and migrants are in Libya, including 48,000 
registered refugees and asylum seekers. However, refugees and 
migrants continue to be exposed to protection risks, human rights 
violations, exploitation and abuse.

MINIMAL STRESS SEVERE EXTREME CATASTROPHIC²

74% 13% 8% 2% 3%

Severity of Needs¹

Severity of Needs Map³
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Key Findings

4. Men have a higher prentage than women in people in need due to the fact that the migrant population has 93% men compared to 7% women. The identified migrant population in need is around 299,000 out of 897,000 total population 
in need.   

By Population Groups

By Humanitarian Consequence

PEOPLE IN NEED TREND (2016-2020) WOMEN CHILDREN WITH DISABILITY

0.9M 34% 30% 15%

By Gender4

By Age

With Disability

CONSEQUENCE PEOPLE IN NEED

Critical problems related to 
physical and mental wellbeing 

817 k

Critical problems related to 
living standards

570 k

POPULATION GROUP PEOPLE IN NEED

Internally displaced people 219 k

Returnees 74 k

Non-displaced 256 k

Migrants 299 k

Refugees 48 k
By Severity

Minimal 74%

Stress 13%

Severe 8%

Extreme 2%

Catastrophic 3%

GENDER PEOPLE IN NEED % PIN

Boys 157 k 18%

Girls 113 k 13%

Men 435 k 48%

Women 192 k 21%

AGE PEOPLE IN NEED % PIN

Children (0 - 17) 270 k 30%

Adults (18 - 54) 601 k 67%

Elders (54+) 25 k 3%

PEOPLE IN NEED % PIN

Persons with 
disabilities

135 k 15%
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HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE

INTERNALLY DISPLACED PEOPLE

MIGRANTS REFUGEES

RETURNEES NON-DISPLACED

94k

84k 48k

68k 49k

Summary of 
Humanitarian Response

HUMANITARIAN INTERVENTIONS
While the key responsibility for providing assistance lies with the 
Libyan authorities, the challenges faced by local authorities around 
governance mechanisms will  require the international humanitarian 
community to fill critical gaps in the near future.

Response interventions in 2020 will target around 342,000 people 
identified in acute need, prioritizing IDPs, non-displaced, highly 
vulnerable returnees, and refugees and migrants impacted by the 
crisis. The two strategic objectives focus on the provision of basic 
services within a clearly defined protection framework while focusing 
on creating an enabling environment through capacity-building of 
national and local authorities. 

Protection will be at the core of the response. Specific protection 
activities and services, including gender-based violence (GBV), child 
protection and mine action, will be complemented by interventions in 
health, shelter, food and non-food items, water, hygiene and sanitation 
and education, to provide an integrated response that addresses the 
needs of the most vulnerable people in a way that reduces protection 

risks and incorporates protection principles. 

It is estimated that USD 115 million will be necessary to complement 
the Libyan authorities’ efforts to respond to the needs of the people 
in Libya. The international humanitarian community will work closely 
with local authorities, national NGOs and civil society organizations, to 
ensure local resources cover the needs of all people identified to be in 
need of humanitarian assistance.

Coordinated needs assessments and access to common operational 
data sets remain a priority area throughout 2020. Increased focus 
on building on existing information through enhanced collaboration 
with national stakeholders will strengthen situational analysis and 
understanding of humanitarian needs in Libya.

Regular multi-sector needs assessments, as well as rapid needs 
assessments, combined with a robust monitoring framework, will be 
a key means of providing in-depth analysis on gaps to better inform 
sector planning and response. In hard-to-reach areas in particular, 
data will be gathered remotely through key informant networks, 
established by humanitarian partners.

PEPOLE IDENTIFIED WITH ACUTE NEEDS

342k

PEPOLE IDENTIFIED WITH ACUTE NEEDS
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Accountability to Affected Populations (AAP) is a commitment 
by humanitarian actors to be accountable to the people we seek 
to assist. In 2020, this includes the establishment of a Common 
Feedback Mechanism (CFM), to improve transparency with affected 
communities and enable them to easily access information related 
to humanitarian assistance. This two-way communication ensures 
that humanitarian agencies’ decisions are informed by affected 
communities’ views while enabling them to assess and comment on 

organizations’ performance, including on sensitive matters such as 
sexual exploitation and abuse (SEA). 

In this regard, the PSEA Network in Libya will support a coordinated 
approach to delivering on commitments to minimize the risk of 
SEA by humanitarian workers and ensure an effective mechanism 
for reporting that respect the principles of informed consent and 
confidentiality, and provides appropriate assistance where required. 

Ensure people’s safe, equitable and dignified access 
to critical basic services and resources to reduce their 

vulnerability, in accordance with international legal 
standards.

Enhance national and local authorities’ capacity to 
respond, as well as strengthening community resilience, to 
acute shocks and chronic stresses through strengthened 
coordination, evidence-based needs analyses, strategic 

preparedness and disaster management.

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 1 STRATEGIC OBJECTIVE 2

Strategic Objectives

Accountability to Affected Populations

Financial Requirements

SECTOR REQUIREMENT US$

PROTECTION 35 M 30.4%

HEALTH 30 M 26.1%

FOOD SECURITY 15 M 13%

EDUCATION 8 M 7.0%

COORDINATION AND COMMON SERVICES 7.5 M 6.5%

SHELTER/NON-FOOD ITEMS 7 M 6.1%

LOGISTICS 6.5 M 5.7%

WASH 5 M 4.3%

EMERGENCY TELECOMMUNICATIONS 1 M 0.9%

115M


