
 
Situation Overview 

 

 

Hela province located in the Highlands region of Papua New Guinea experienced a 7.5 M earthquake 

on the 26th of February 2018. The epicentre was around Komo-Magarima district and the 

earthquake affected also nearby districts in Hela namely Tari Pori and Koroba-Kopiago, as well as 

Kagua-Arave, Mendi Central, Imbogu and Nipa districts in Southern Highlands Province. Impacts of 

the earthquake include loss of human life, injuries, displacement, destruction of shelter, and 

damages to institutions providing basic social services such as schools and health facilities. Other 

infrastructures including roads, bridges and electricity poles were also damaged resulting in power 

outage and limited access by road to the affected areas.  

 

As part of the response efforts, state and non-state actors at national and sub-national levels 

conducted rapid assessments to assess the impacts of the earthquake, identify needs of the affected 

population and provide recommendations on response actions. This report presents findings from 

assessments conducted in Hides 4, Timu and Lau communities1. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 The three sites visited are located in Komo-Magarima District. Hides 4 is in Komo Local Level Government (LLG) and, Timu 

and Lau are in Hulia Beneria LLG. Information for Hides 4 is from the following care centres; Para Primary School, Andira 
Sub-Health Centre, Tapira, Hage, Mapuli, Well Pad A, Payapaya and Tokayu.  
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Care Centre at Andira Sub-Health Centre in Komo-Magarima district.  
© Peter Murorera/ UN Migration Agency (IOM)  



 

Area Details and Demographics 

 

Displaced households in the identified 

locations are living in clans within the care 

centres (health facility, schools, churches and 

host communities). Data collected from key 

informants2 contacted during the assessments 

show that there is an estimated total of 7,000 

internally displaced persons (IDPs) in the 

assessed areas. Women constitute the 

majority of the displaced persons in Hides 4 

(63%) and Timu (55%), and there are more 

males (54%) than females in Lau.   

 

At most 10% of the population in each of the 

three areas are elderly persons, breastfeeding 

mothers, pregnant women, people living with 

disabilities and the chronically ill.  

 

The situation is fluid and there is a reported 

increase in number of care centres being 

established as community members continue 

to experience after-shocks and move to areas 

they regard as safe. Some of the affected 

households cannot to the main care centre 

due to fearing their ‘enemies’ due to tribal 

conflicts largely over land issues.  

 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

 

Before the earthquake, the majority of 

households in Hides 4 collected drinking 

                                                           
2
 These include community leaders, women group’s 

representatives as well as representatives from 
churches and schools.  

water from rain-harvesting tanks. The 

earthquake caused damages to the water 

tanks resulting in limited access to portable 

water among the affected households.  

 

Among the IDPs, only those accommodated at 

Andira Sub-Health Centre have access to 

water from a 5,000 litre rain harvesting tank. 

The IDPs can only access water from this tank 

at twice daily from 9-10am and 3-4pm. A few 

others reported they move around the 

community to fetch water from nearby 

creeks3 and mentioned they cannot walk very 

far from the care centre due to fears of their 

tribal enemies. Displaced households in other 

care centres rely on rain as their source of 

drinking water and are using any available 

containers including pots to harvest and store 

rain water. Other households in Hides 4 care 

centres are using roofs of their tent shelters 

to harvest rain water.  

 

The IDPs in Lau and Timu walk for 

approximately 45 minutes (one way) to access 

drinking water from rivers. Community 

members from the assessed areas do not 

have aqua tablets and are not treating their 

water before drinking.   

 

IDPs in Hides 4, Lau and Timu do not have 

access to bathing facilities. Limited availability 

of water has resulted in community members 

not bathing for a day/s in a week.  Access to 

sanitation is a major challenge in IDP 

communities. Community members contacted 

during the assessment reported they are 

resorting to open defecation in nearby 

bushes, and this may result in the outbreak of 

diseases such as dysentery, as well as 

increased cases of diarrhoea. The majority of 

                                                           
3
 Women and children are largely involved in fetching 

water for the household and have to walk for 25-30 
minutes to nearby creeks. The creeks are polluted by 
landslides and open to contamination, and this creates a 
health risk should the affected population continue to 
access water from this creeks. 

Hides 4 
57% 

Lau 
24% 

Timu 
19% 

Percent IDPs by location 



 

community members do not have rubbish pits 

and dispose waste in nearby bushes. 

Currently, there are no activities on hygiene 

awareness being conducted in the 

community.    

 

Food and Nutrition 

 

People from Hides 4 reported they have not 

received food rations and currently purchase 

food from nearby markets and trade stores. In 

Hides 4, there are reports of increases in 

prices of store food and fresh market 

produce. Community members from Lau and 

Timu received food rations4 and are getting 

fresh produce from their gardens that were 

not severely damaged. 

 

The care centres visited are hosting children 

below 5 years old and no supplies of 

supplementary feeds for children as well as 

for pregnant and lactating women have been 

supplied in all sites. Discussions with 

community members from the assessed care 

centres reveal that some people including 

children are living on one meal a day, and the 

meals are predominantly kaukau (sweet 

potato). 

 

Shelter  

 

The displaced populations require shelter 

support as most people in care centres are 

living in makeshift and tarpaulin tent shelters. 

Overcrowding in the temporary shelters 

creates the risk of the spreading of 

communicable diseases such as Tuberculosis 

among the IDPs.  

 

 

                                                           
4
 The rations are not enough for the community 

members and this has triggered tensions in the 
community. Among relief items delivered in Lau 
included 5 cartoons tinned fish, 100kg rice and 5 cartons 
of biscuits.  

 

For those accommodated in schools, they are 

using classrooms.  

 

 Non-Food Items  

 

The affected populations do not have enough 

non-food items such as water containers, 

buckets, cooking utensils, lighting, clothing, 

beddings, mosquito nets, hygiene kits and 

soap. 

 

Health 

 

One of care centres, Andira Sub-Health 

Centre5 is the nearby facility and is accessible 

by walking. Shortage of drugs was reported as 

a main concern6 and interviewed respondents 

in Hides 4 reported some community 

members are suffering from diarrhoea, 

malaria and injuries, and those injured have 

limited access to medication due to limited 

availability of drugs. There are no functional 

health facilities in Lau and Timu. The majority 

of the affected population from the assessed 

areas are traumatized and continue to live in 

fear as the after-shocks continue.  

 

 

 

 

                                                           
5
 GPS coordinates: 6.01070”S, 142.79613

O
E. 

6
 A detailed assessment is required.   

Makeshift shelter in a centre at Andira Sub-Health 
Centre.© Peter Murorera/ UN Migration Agency (IOM) 



 

Assessment team on their way to Lau and Timu. 
 © David Helo/ United Church in Hela 

Children from IDP households in Komo-Magarima.  
© Wonesai Sithole / UN Migration Agency (IOM) 

Education 

 

The primary school (Para Primary) and 

elementary schools in Hides 4 closed for 

classes/lessons.  Classrooms, staff houses and 

water and sanitation facilities in the schools 

were damaged during the earthquake7.  

 

There is no secondary or high school in the 

community and the nearest secondary school 

is accessible by road and takes about 1.5hrs 

by public transport. Information gathered 

during the assessment shows that there are 

no education facilities in Lau and Timu.  

  

Protection 

 

There are no security and referral services for 

survivors of gender-based violence (GBV) 

available to the affected communities. 

Although key informants contacted during the 

assessment mentioned cases of gender based 

violence are unknown in the care centres, 

community members have in the past 

suffered from tribal fighting. Lack of decent 

shelter, lighting and sanitation compound 

protection related issues faced by the 

displaced population, and these are likely to 

further increase the vulnerability especially of 

women and children. Some of the displaced 

                                                           
7
 Hela Provincial Education team is conducting 

assessments in all schools in the province. 

persons have moved to other places such as 

the Western Highlands province.  

 

Humanitarian Access  

 

Hides 4 community is accessible by road from 

Tari town and there is mobile phone coverage 

in the area.  Lau and Timu have no road 

access and members of the assessment team 

walked for 5 hours to access these locations.  

 

Intentions  

 

Key informants as well as other members 

from the community highlighted a significant 

number of households are considering 

relocating to other places such as Mt. Hagen. 

A number of people are moving around 

looking for transport so they can leave the 

area. Other families are planning to go back to 

their original homes but are finding it difficult 

as they do not have adequate shelter, food, 

water and sanitation among other needs. 

An IDP man in a living in church building in Timu  
© David Helo/ United Church in Hela  



 

Preliminary recommendations  

 

This report recommends total coverage on distribution of immediate relief items outlined below as 

almost all households were affected the same way and their immediate needs such as food, water, 

sanitation and non-food items are similar too.  

 

Immediate: Food supply for 1,700 households in the assessed areas; Hides 4 (800), Lau (430) and 

Timu (470), Water supply, Water filtration kits, Shelter, Mosquito nets, Soap, Blankets and clothing, 

Cooking utensils, Trauma counselling, Medicine supplies for the health facilities, Tools (for shelter 

construction and agricultural crop production), Rapid yielding food seeds/crops, Classroom tents and 

resources (e.g. books, printers, computers) for the schools.  

 

Medium to long term: Assessment team: Rehabilitation/reconstruction of damaged infrastructures 

(e.g. schools, health facilities, bridges and roads).  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Field Assessment Team: Hela Provincial Administration, Papua New Guinea Defence Force, United 

Church in Hela, Hela Council of Churches, CARE International and United Nations in Papua New 

Guinea. 

Internally displaced persons in Hulia-Beleria. © David Helo/ United Church in Hela. 


