
 

 

COVID-19 Update 

During the epidemiological week of 29 August, the FMoH and WHO joint COVID sitrep indicated that 

a total of 8445 suspected cases of COVID-19 were tested. Out of the samples tested, 54% were from 

Banadir region. 559 cases were laboratory-confirmed in 37 districts, the majority of which came from 

Hargeisa Garowe, Galkalkayo North and Hoda. Overall, 40 new deaths were reported from 19 districts 

with the highest number of deaths reported from Hodan and Hargeisa. The districts reporting the highest 

incidence of COVID-19 during the reporting period were Garowe, Badhan, Hodan, Hargeisa, Galkayo 

North and Burao. Infection prevention and control efforts are ongoing throughout the country, including 

capacity development of health workers and advocacy for vaccines uptake. 
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HIGHLIGHTS HEALTH CLUSTER 

 

• Somalia receives additional dozes of 

COVID-19 Vaccines 

 

• Health Cluster participates in interagency 

visits to Bulo Burto, Qandax dheere, 

Barawe and Burduubo 

 

• Measles cases reported in Benadir Region 

 

• IOM health program scale down from 

nine health facilities leads to potential 

health service gaps in Puntland, South-

West, Jubaland, and Somaliland. 
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COVAX Update  

The 1st phase of Covid 19 vaccination ended 

on 15th July. The country recently received 

new shipment of 108,000 AstraZeneca and 

302,400 doses of Johnson and Johnson 

vaccine. Vaccines are being distributed to all 

states. Somaliland and Banadir already started 

vaccination with other states expected to start 

soon. Population of Concern (IDPs and 

refugees) are part of the Covid 19 vaccination 

targets. The initial Phase of vaccination was 

implemented through fixed sites strategies 

targeting front line workers, geriatric, and  

population with co-morbidities. The biggest 

challenges encountered during the vaccination campaign is communication and social mobilization, 

limited supply of vaccine and in some cases, accessibility. The health cluster ensured linkages with the 

CCCM cluster to ensure targeting of IDP sites in the delivery of Covid 19 vaccinations. The current 

number of people who have received Covid 19 vaccination as of 28th August is 197,682 and a total of 

97,319 persons are fully vaccinated with both doses 

(FMOH covid 19 Sitrep issue 77).  

 

Field visits 

Health cluster coordinator participated in 

interagency day-trip visits to four locations of 

difficult access and besieged by Al Shabaab for 

years. The locations visited were Bulo Burto in 

Hirshabelle, Qandax dheere and Barawe in South-

West and Burboole in Gedo Jubaland. In all four 

locations clinics supported by health cluster 

partners were visited and a rapid assessment on 

available services were made. Overall findings 

include the need to increase and improve  

coordination and communication between health  

and other humanitarian partners at the local level. 

Limited resources need to be directed to increase coverage of services and avoid duplication. There is 

need of additional investment in monitoring mechanism to ensure minimum quality standards of health 

service delivery are achieved. Except for Barawe none of the visited locations had CeMONC services 

available, while referral possibilities are limited as the towns are besieged. Another challenge is the need 

to ensure continuity of care for newly displaced persons on TB treatment or other chronic conditions in 

need of regular medication. 

 

SUB-NATIONAL UPDATES 

Banadir 

Banadir regions have reported cases of measles including deaths in Daynile district. A team from FMOH 

and WHO have done investigation in Wedow IDP camps to confirm the cases. The outbreak 

investigation team met partners working in the district and sensitized measles surveillance using the 

standard case definition and case management. During the Banadir Sub-national cluster meeting, all 

partners were advised to enhance routine immunization and surveillance in their health facilities. WHO 

also engaged rapid response teams (RRT) following the situation as well to strengthening the 

surveillance activities in all districts of Banadir region.  

WHO and partners supported by USAID receive the Johnson and 

Johnson vaccines in Somalia 

Health Cluster coordinator visit to health center in Buloburto 

managed by Mercy USA 



 

On the other hand, cholera cases of 3027 with 25 deaths have been reported in Banadir, from January to 

August 2021. Trend analysis show that from week 1 to 5, there was an upsurge of the cholera cases 

reported. The period between 16 to 24 July witnessed the second peak of cases while cases declined 

from week 24. Majority of the cases are coming from Daynile, Dharkenley, Hoday and Wadajir districts 

which host the highest number of IDPs in Banadir. Health partners in Banadir have been alerted to 

enhance case management and increase in WASH activities.  

Galmudug 

In Galmudug State, the Ministry of Humanitarian and Disaster Management appealed for urgent life-

saving interventions to 34,590 displaced people (5765 households) living in Mudug region. The affected 

villages included Wisil, Bacadweyne, Qeycad, Cimamad, Hareridhere, Shabelow, and Camara. Partners 

in the State and Ministry did an assessment and recommended scale-up ongoing relief, nutrition, health, 

and livelihood interventions in conflict-affected areas. There are health facilities that face funding 

challenges, to include Docol,  Sadax Higlo, Guri Ceel- Istarlin hospital, Mirjicley and Docol. The Health 

cluster is working with partners to increase coordination efforts including participation in coordination 

meetings. 

Puntland 

Health Partners in Puntland continue efforts to provide health responses and close gaps in health service 

in the state, including the current Covid-19 situation and Covax campaigns. Health cluster partners are 

advised to participate in strengthening community acceptance of Covid-19 Vaccine to increase uptake, 

as well as accelerate all risk communication and community engagement activities. Very low utilization 

of COVID-19 vaccination reported including uptake by frontline health workers, due to vaccination 

hesitancy fuelled by rumours and misconception. Strong rumour strategy to address rumours and 

misconception about the vaccine is recommended. State MOH issued a circular on for mandatory 

vaccination of all civil servant staff including health workers as part of efforts to increase vaccination 

uptake. On health response gaps, IOM has indicated a scale down of health services affecting 3 health 

facilities (Dhahar Health center, Baragaha Health center and Buran Health center) effective 30 

September 2021 due to funding challenges. IOM has officially communicated this development to the 

State MOH and it was recommended at to identify health cluster partners who have funds and capacity 

to take over these health facilities to continue delivery of health services.  

Southwest 

Bakool region continues to experience multiple hazards which include chronic water shortage as most 

of the shallow wells dried up as result of poor rainfall; disease outbreaks including measles, AWD and 

road blockage over the past eight years, leading poor availability of essential food commodities in Hudur 

and Wajid district markets that contribute constant increase of food prices or inflation. The district has 

also seen an increased number of IDPs. Partners reported more an increase in patients. Some of the 

partners in the region face funding constraints. An alert was received regarding gastrointestinal disease 

in Hudur, that is suspected to be AWD/Cholera. The alert was shared with WHO, state ministry of health, 

WASH cluster at national level. Initial findings of the outbreak investigation linked the cases to poor 

hygiene and a scarcity of water. The Ministry of Health and WHO have been working to collect samples 

for verification. Most of the patients are children under 5 years of age, no death of cases reported so far.  

10 samples were collected, and none was positive for cholera. In addition, measles cases have been 

reported as well from Afgoye, Marka, Wanlaweyn and Barawe districts in Lower Shabelle. Samples 

have been taken pending results from the National Public Health Reference Laboratory (NPHRL). 

Health partners continued to conduct health education session and case management of mild AWD cases 

in their health facilities.  

Jubaland 

Partners in Jubaland continue to engage in Covid-19 response activities in addition to routine activities 

in their different health facilities. During the month of August, WHO donated 600 vials of insulin to the 

State MOH. The State also received the second shipment of the COVID-19 Vaccine consisting of 22800 

doses of Johnson & Johnson and 7670 doses of AstraZeneca. At the same time, World Health 

Organization has trained more than 160 medical personnel whose main goal is to improve healthcare 

delivery system within state in different health facilities. The trainees came from Ministry of Health, 



 

International and National NGOs staff. In addition, a report of torching of a health facility in Baardheere 

town was received. It was reported that health facility was torched down after some people stormed the 

facility, beat up some staffs and set the blaze. The fire engulfed the buildings and destroyed the facility.  

 

IM update                                                                                     

 

4Ws 

August 4Ws shows that 28 partners (5 non-HRP) provided 261,056 OPD consultations across 39 

Districts which makes the total number of consultations provided 1,560,476. In 2021, 23 HRP partners 

reported. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3Ws online Dashboard: [click here] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts: 

Cluster 

Coordinator 

Erna van Goor 

rvan@who.int  

Cluster Co-coordinator 

Dayib Ahmed 

Dayib.ahmed@savethechildren.org   

IMO 

Onur Mavi 

Omavi@immap.org  

Cluster Support 

Officer 

Matilda Kirui 

kiruim@who.int  

    

Email: so.health@humanitarianresponse.info  

subscribe to mailing list on: http://eepurl.com/gW6Hc1  
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