
 

 

COVID-19 Update 

There were 20,869 cumulative confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Somalia as of 2nd October 2021, 

including 767 associated deaths. From the start of Covid 19 March 2020 to 2nd October 1,133 deaths 

reported with a CFR of 5.4%. In the month of September, the Federal Ministry of Health (MOH), in 

coordination with WHO in Somalia and a delegation from the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Regional 

Office-EMRO, conducted a mission to review the COVID-19 response in Somalia. The objective of this 

visit was to carry out an assessment of practices, challenges and lessons learnt during the COVID-19 

response. The delegation also conducted a series of meetings with the government, partners and 

beneficiaries, in addition to a field visit to Galmudug and Puntland to physically assess activities. 

COVID-19 response coordination activities, as well as trainings and advocacy campaigns continued 

during the month across the states.  
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COVAX Update  

As Health Cluster partners continue with the COVAX roll out, efforts have been put in place to include 

populations of concern (PoC) in the vaccination drive. With the support of WHO, the country is 

following the Strategic Advisory Group of Experts (SAGE) recommendations for prioritization and 

allocation of vaccine to marginalized groups including population groups in humanitarian situations. In 

addition to the SAGE recommendations, the country also came up the National Deployment and 

Vaccination Plan (NDVP), in which document POCs are integral part of the Planning for COVID19 

vaccination. As of the beginning of September, 2158 doses were administered to IDPs, while 1727 and 

576 doses were administered to Nomads and refugees respectively. Overall, a total of 542,501 doses has 

been administered in Somalia, as of 2nd October.  

 

Field visits 

The National health cluster co-lead visited  Jubbaland State Sub-national health Cluster in Kismayo and 

participated in the September subnational meeting. The main objective of the visit was to provide 

technical support to the coordination mechanism at state level and have meetings with partners working 

in the areas. As part of efforts to improve partners reporting, the co-lead presented to partners in Kismayo 

health cluster reporting requirements to include HeRAMS, 3Ws and 4W on ReportHub platforms. The 

key reporting platform online link and training recordings were shared with a demonstration of the live 

3W dashboard which gives visibility of partners work at District level. The Co-Lead had one on one 

discussions with the Regional focal Point (RFP) and State WHO Public Health Officer with emphasis 

support consistent health coordination meeting and attend state inter-cluster coordination group (S-

ICCG) meeting as required. The Co-lead also had a discussion with partners and State MOH officials. 

Some of the key issues discussed included funding gaps in some areas to include Waberi Health Centre 

in Kismayo and Tulla Barwaqo and Degelema health facilities in Dhobley -Afmadow district. There are 

however, a number of funded health projects ongoing in Lower Juba. The State MOH called for an 

urgent need carry out neonatal care training to staff in Kismayo hospital to prevent neonatal deaths, as 

well as mass causality management training and trauma kits to manage trauma cases which occur in the 

region. 

Health partners mark the World Patients Safety Day 

This year’s world Patient Safety Day was marked in 

Somalia with a focus on creating a safe environment for 

mothers and newborns. High maternal mortality and 

neonatal mortality rates in Somalia calls for the need to 

focus on using innovative strategies to create a safe 

environment for mothers and newborns. The Ministry 

of Health and Human Services and health partners, 

WHO, UNICEF and UNFPA are using various 

strategies to reduce maternal mortality, such as the 

kangaroo care, providing hospitals with personal 

protective equipment to reduce the spread of COVID-

19, and training health care workers in maternal and 

neonatal care. In addition, health care workers based in 

health facilities are becoming more aware of the importance of offering safe quality care and appropriate 

treatment to all patients, particularly pregnant women and infants. Health care workers are becoming 

more respectful and pay attention to patients’ needs, therefore building trust by families and increasing 

consumption of health care services among the population as a result. 

 

 

 

Kangaroo Mother Care. Photo Courtesy: UNICEF 



 

Sub-national updates 

Hirshabele State 

Following the recent caravan mission to Hirshabelle, partners working in this state held post mission 

meeting to discuss findings from the mission. Key areas of concern include access to health services for 

people living outside the town, of Buloburte, caused by insecurity. Bulo Burte town is sieged, thus 

preventing all means of transport and population movement including humanitarian workers. However, 

partners noted that up to 10 villages in the surrounding villages can be reached through mobile clinics. 

In addition to the security concerns in the region, there is an ongoing measles outbreak, with 614 cases 

reported cumulatively since January. Most cases were from Beledweyne and Bulo Burte, and 71% of 

cases were children under five. Mass measles vaccination campaigns are required urgently to contain 

the spread of the infection and health partners are encouraged to carry out robust response interventions 

including case management and enhanced routine Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI) in their 

health facilities.  

There is also recent conflict between 2 clans, that has led to displacement of over 280 households. These 

frequent conflicts and population displacement led to increased health services demand on facilities 

which are already overstretched with limited funding.  

The region recently received new shipment of 3,600 AstraZeneca and 24,800 of Johnson and Johnson 

vaccine doses. The Ministry of Health (MOH) Hirshabelle is concerned that there is low communication 

and social mobilization for vaccine uptake. 

Galmudug 

In Galkacyo cases of measles and whooping cough continue to be reported in the last four weeks. Cases 

are managed in the Galkacyo South Hospital. Partners are advised to be vigilant and enhance their 

surveillance in the health facilities. In addition, cases of COVID 19 have increased in this area.  Partners 

in Galkacyo including IMC, MSF, State MoH and Galkacyo South Hospital management are working 

to enhance case management in the isolation unit. IMC is also planning to have additional staff for the 

isolation unit.  IMC is engaging with State MOH on the implementation of the activities including mobile 

teams, establishment of joint working groups to implement COVID-19 Vaccine roll out activities 

committed in ECHO 2021 Project. The Sub-national health cluster coordination raised concerns over 

lack of funding for partners in the area, leading to lack of support to some health facilities in the area 

including: Isterlin Hospital in Guriel, Regional referral hospital in Dhusamarreb), Mirjicley HC,Bangelle 

HC, Docoley HC in Adaado, Wargalo HC, Docol HC, Galinsor HC, Hormar MCH galkayo town.  

Southwest  

Partners in Lower Shabelle raised concern on chronic fund gaps that deteriorated the humanitarian 

situation in the region. This lack health response to both IDPs and Host communities in lower Shabelle 

with cases of AWD/Cholera already being managed in the health facilities in Afgoye, Marka and 

Qoryooley. In Qoryooley local authorities are concerned on the need to increase health responses in 

district. While there are ongoing responses by some partners there are still challenges and gaps faced in 

the district which include Security challenges on access to the district; insufficient humanitarian funds 

for both primary and secondary health services due to funding; including provision of both BEMOC and 

CEMONC services and lack of COVID-19 Isolation Centres.  

Jubaland 

Jubaland State is currently facing COVID 19 response funding shortfall. Response to the second and 

third wave of COVID-19 have been hampered by the scale down in funding. Irregular vaccine supplies 

have also been reported. There is also a service gap in Afmadhow, specifically on Comprehensive 

Emergency Obstetric and Neonatal Care services (CEMONC) at the Afmadhow district hospital which 

is the main referral facility in the town supporting the nearby villages and by extension, middle Jubba 



 

areas. In addition, there is lack of emergency trauma care and in-patient services in the only two general 

hospitals in the district. Inadequate medical supplies is also reported in most of the health centers in 

Afmadow district. Moreover, severe drought has caused migration of pastoral communities to 

villages/towns causing increased case load in an already fragile health care system. There is increased 

communicable diseases and malnutrition due to loss of livestock. In addition to this, some of the villages 

where the pastoral communities are migrating to have no existing health facilities thus the need for 

emergency rapid response teams in secure surrounding villages of Afmadow/Dhobley town 

Benadir 

Periodic cluster specific and inter-cluster meetings were held in Benadir to include Benadir inter-cluster 

coordination group, Benadir Subnational Health Cluster Meeting and FMOH Incident Management ST, 

Benadir Emergency Coordination group, as well as the District Medical Officers Coordination. 

Response efforts for COVID-19 and other infectious diseases continues, with District rapid response 

teams (RRTs) conducting supportive supervision in 15 health facilities to strengthen case detection, 

investigation, testing and tracing. From these efforts, it has been noted that the use of Ag-RDTs at the 

point of care contributes to timely case detection at health facility level. Training of health workers and 

wider distribution of Ag-RDT to all health facilities will be some of the main strategies to improve access 

to testing, and case detection in remote districts where access to polymerase chain reaction 

(PCR)laboratories is limited. 

During the month of September, an increase in measles cases was reported in Benadir. The districts 

reporting the most cases include Daynile in Benadir, with higher cases reported in children under five 

years of age. Overall, the number of suspected cases of measles has increased in 2021 compared to the 

previous years. This surge in cases is linked to decreased measles vaccination coverage of children aged 

below 5 years. Since epidemiological week 1 of 2021, a total of 2 453 suspected cases of measles were 

reported from 47 drought-affected districts across the country. 

Partners in Benadir also continue to strengthen community-based surveillance and extend the capacity 

of community health workers to conduct integrated diseases surveillance for epidemic-prone diseases at 

community level, the Federal MOH and WHO conducted a two-day training of trainers between 14 and 

15 September 2021 in Mogadishu.  

 

IM update                                                                                     

 

4Ws 

As of the month of September, the 4W report shows that 27 

partners provided 254,799 OPD consultations across 45 Districts 

which makes the total number of consultations provided 1,815,275 

in 2021. 

 

 

 

 

    3Ws online Dashboard: [click here] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Distribution of Health Partners 

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiMmI1NjZhODMtNWRhYy00MjFiLWJjM2UtNTEwMDRlMzU4ZTEyIiwidCI6ImY2ZjcwZjFiLTJhMmQtNGYzMC04NTJhLTY0YjhjZTBjMTlkNyIsImMiOjF9&pageName=ReportSection75a14e6bfccdc1694e7c


 

Contacts:  
Cluster 

Coordinator 

Erna Van Goor 

rvan@who.int  

Cluster Co-coordinator 

Dayib Ahmed 

Dayib.ahmed@savethechildren.org   

IMO 

Onur Mavi 

Omavi@immap.org  

Cluster Support 

Officer 

Matilda Kirui 

kiruim@who.int  

IMO 

Mowlid Mohamed  

mmowlid@immap

.org 

 

Email: so.health@humanitarianresponse.info  

subscribe to mailing list on: http://eepurl.com/gW6Hc1  
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