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New cholera cases registered in June 2011

The earthquakes that occurred on 12 January has displaced 
more than 2.1 million people and destroyed/damaged 
about 175,682 homes. More than 217,300 people were 
killed and about 300,600 injured.

The first cholera case was 
confirmed on 19 October 2010 
in Centre department.

On the night of 4 to 5 November, 
Hurricane Tomas killed 21 people, 
destroyed/ damaged 6,340 houses 
and affected 6,610 families.
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Enhancing preparedness to 
manage disaster risk and 
maintaining an emergency 
response capacity are critical 
during the hurricane season. 
Lessons learned from the 
storm in June 2011 have 
already demonstrated some 
gaps in preparedness and 
response capacity.

Port-au-
Prince

Preparing for the hurricane season
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The cholera epidemic reached a second peak in June, particularly in 
the Port-au-Prince metropolitan area. At the same time, mortality rates 
continue to decrease. The country is looking for long-term solutions, 
such as protection of water resources, better supply of drinking water, 
improved sanitation and waste management.
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As of 26 August 2011:

cumulative cholera cases

deaths since Oct 2010

New cholera peak in June

Number of Internally Displaced
People (IDPs) decreasing

However, this decline does not mean 
that durable solutions were found for 
those who left the camps.
The threat of forced evictions is an issue 
that requires a comprehensive response 
that addresses the rights of the displaced 
and landowners.
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Considerable progress has been made eighteen months after the 
devastating earthquake of 12 January 2010. However, humanitarian 
challenges remain, including the cholera epidemic, risks related
 to the hurricane season and providing basic services to the 

    594,000 individuals still living in camps.

Haiti: Humanitarian Snapshot (August 2011)
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During the first six months of 2011, humanitarian actors’ efforts focused 
 on a massive response to the cholera epidemic, while still providing humanitarian 
  aid to the 2010 earthquake´s victims. They also strengthened preparedness  
 activities in anticipation of the hurricane season, and supported activities 
aimed at reintegrating people affected by the earthquake. 

July 2011: a significant decrease 
in cholera cases.
Humanitarian partners’ dynamic and coordinated actions lead to 
a significant decrease in the number of new cholera cases. From 
2.2 per cent in November 2010, the overall mortality rate nationwide 
went down to 1.4 percent in August.  

Given the huge number of people still living in camps,
humanitarian actors continue to provide assistance. 

Preparing for the hurricane season, humanitarian actors have implemented 
activities in support of the Haitian Government, particularly the DPC.1. Over 180,000 people received water purification items 

and hygiene kits.

1. Over 60% of transitional shelters (T-shelters) have been built.

2. Access to latrines remains a challenge

3. As of 1 August, 38 Cholera Treatment Centers (CTCs) and 205 Cholera 
Treatment Units (CTUs) are operational and available in the country. 

4. The number of partners from key sectors such as Health and
WASH varies constantly.

2. Some 11,000 schools - representing about 50 per cent of the nation’s
schools - 1,150,000 children and families, as well as 45,000 separated 
children and orphans, have benefitted from hygiene promotion and
awareness raising activities in all ten departments. 
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HEALTH partners for cholera
 response (CTCs/CTUs)

WASH

1,500,000 IDPs in July 2010 compared to
594,800 IDPs in July 2011  

The Haitian Government, through the 
Direction de la Protection Civile (DPC),  
and the humanitarian community are getting
ready for the hurricane season.

Projections
(2010-2011)

Finalized
June 2011

116,000 transitional shelters 
14,082 permanent shelters 

12,184 repaired houses

80 392 

5 707 
5 275 

On average, a WASH Cluster study found: 
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1. Contingency plan finalized and circulated

2. Stocks prepositioning updated as of 25 July A new update is underway.
Pre positioning of stocks is done by department and cluster.

3. In emergency situations, governmental coordination structures include the
Centre d’Opérations d’Urgence National (COUN), and its departmental
and communal branches (COUD and COUC). The EJOINT is the emergency  
coordination structure of the humanitarian community. The E-JOC, and R-JOC 
are MINUSTAH’s coordination structures at the national and regional levels.

4. Two simulation exercises took place:
- 13-14 April 2011 in the Artibonite and Ouest Departments
 (Gonaïves and Léogâne).
- 20-21 July 2011 in the Ouest and Sud-Est Departments 
  (Port-au-Prince et Jacmel).

The goal was to test coordination mechanisms in case of emergency.

Emergency situation Stable situation

20 persons per latrine 20 persons per latrine

80 persons per shower 50 persons per shower

HAITI :  HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE (August 2011)

5. Images of the response

Camps for Internally Displaced 
People (IDPs) 

source: MINUSTAH - 2011

 Preparation under way ahead
 of the cyclone season

Cholera response

source: MINUSTAH - 2011
source: MINUSTAH - 2011
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