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 This report is produced by OCHA Côte d’Ivoire in collaboration with humanitarian partners working in the country 

and throughout the sub-region. It covers the period from 7 to 12 May 2011. The next report will be issued on or around 

19 May 2011. 

 

 

II. Situation Overview 

  

The overall security situation in the capital Abidjan is improving, as evidenced by the resumption of regular business, 

particularly banking, activities, opening of markets and other commercial enterprises. Outside Abidjan, however, 

heightened tensions and sporadic incidents of violence continue to be reported, particularly in the west of the country.  

During the reporting period, tensions in the southwestern region of Bas-Sassandra resulted in the postponement of a 

joint polio vaccination campaign that was scheduled to be held between 6 and 9 May by the United Nations Children’s 

Fund (UNICEF) and World Health Organization (WHO).  On 11 May, the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 

reported that an unconfirmed number of civilians had fled the displacement camps in San Pedro (Bas-Sassandra) for 

unknown reasons, moving towards Soubré.  Approximately 1,300 people were reported to have arrived in Soubré by 12 

May, among them a number of pregnant and lactating women, children and older persons.  The population is in need of 

medical assistance, food and water.  UNFPA is organizing its response to the reproductive health needs of the women in 

the group.  

 

In the West, the United Nations Mission in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI) is increasing its joint patrols with the Forces 

Républicaines du Côte d’Ivoire (FRCI) along the Toulepleu axis.  International Rescue Committee (IRC) reports that 

852 internally displaced persons (IDPs) coming from Blolequin, Pehe and Toulepleu are currently staying in two sites 

in Zouan Hounien, at the Catholic Mission and the Red Cross compound.  IRC plans to conduct an assessment of the 

IDPs’ needs, with a view to improving the assistance available in the sites. The International Committee of the Red 

Cross (ICRC
1
) and Caritas have distributed both food and non-food items to the IDPs, but warn that current food 

supplies are insufficient. Water and sanitation conditions remain inadequate, while the lack of educational and 

recreational activities means that children are being left to themselves. 

 

At the same time, the return of some IDPs to the town of Zouan Hounien has been observed.  The IDPs have reported 

that the need to rehabilitate damaged houses to which they are returning represents a challenge.  Medecins sans 

Frontieres-France (MSF-F) continues to provide medical assistance three times a week at the town’s hospital, where 

capacities have been constrained by previous looting of medicines and equipment. 

 

Along the axis Guiglo-Duékoué axis, the presence of unidentified armed men continues to be a source of concern to 

humanitarian workers. 

 

In and around Abidjan (with the exception of the zone of Yopougon), the results of a rapid assessment recently 

conducted by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) indicate the estimated number of IDPs in 

the capital is 51,815. Of this number, 36,194 are said to be living in public structures such as churches, mosques and 

cultural institutes. The movement of the IDPs in and out of these sites remains fluid, as the displaced monitor the 

situation to determine whether it is safe for them to return home.  Throughout the country, at least 150,000 additional 

IDPs have been identified living in sites and host families, although this is considered an underestimation of the actual 

situation due to the difficulty of locating all IDPs living with host families. 

 

Over a month after the official reopening of schools in the Centre, North and West (CNO) regions of Côte d’Ivoire, a 

survey conducted by UNICEF and Save the Children shows that 85% of school children in these areas are back in the 
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classroom.  However, providing quality education in the country remains fraught with challenges. Among them, one 

third of teachers are still absent from the schools.  A longer-term challenge, some 80% of the public schools evaluated 

in the CNO region do not have enough desks and chairs for their pupils and about 75% of schools do not have latrines.  

The Education Cluster and national authorities have urgently requested additional funding to enable more children 

return to schools and finish the academic year. 

 
With approximately 170,000 Ivorian refugees registered in Liberia (as of 6 May), there are reports of an unconfirmed 

number of Ivorian refugees in Nimba County (Liberia) returning to Cote d’Ivoire on assessment visits. UNHCR is 

revising its border monitoring in order to better integrate the issue of potential returns sustainably and to ensure a more 

systematic exchange of information with partner organizations across the border, which will provide a better sense of 

return trends. 

 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 

 HEALTH  

 

The early warning system put in place for the epidemiological control of diseases by WHO in the West is already 

yielding dividends. In Man district, stool samples collected from a 17 month old child with a suspected case of 

poliomyelitis has been sent to the national institute of public hygiene in Abidjan for analysis. 

 

The first early warning health bulletin on disease control has been presented by WHO to members of the Health cluster 

in the presence of the Health Director of the Toulepleu and Blolequin districts, while assistance from the national 

authorities was requested to carry out an inventory of available medicines in the West region. 

 

MSF-Belgium in collaboration with Action Contre la Faim (ACF) is screening and assisting malnutrition patients at 

their mobile clinic operating along the Danané –Toulepleu axis in the western part of Côte d’Ivoire. 

 

In Guiglo, UNFPA-provided birth kits have been used by traditional birth attendants to deliver 14 children since the 

beginning of the month in Nazareth IDP camp. At the Catholic Mission IDP site in Duékoué, WHO is handing over 

office space to AIBF, a local NGO providing gynaecological and obstetrical services to pregnant women at the camp. 

Cradles and beds for mothers are to be provided by UNFPA and UNICEF respectively.     

 

On 12 May, IRC began the distribution of medications to support health centres in Duékoué to which nurses have 

recently returned.  The supplies include anti-malarial treatment for 5,000 children aged 5 years or less, anti-malarial 

treatment for 5,000 children between 5 and 15 years, and a general stock of medication to cover the estimated needs of 

an additional 5,000 individuals for three months. 

 

The distribution of 2,861 kilograms of primary care medications is also ongoing in Yamoussoukro, Tiébissou, Didiévi 

and Duékoué. The supplies are expected to cover the needs of 30,000 individuals over a three-month period at health 

centres and 20,000 individuals over a three-month period at the hospital level. 

 

In Tiébissou, IRC trained 30 community health workers from three health districts to treat cases of malaria, diarrhoea 

and pneumonia. The training was the last in series of 19 training workshops that targeted 340 community health 

workers from 30 health districts in Tiébissou and Didiévi.   

 

 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 

 

Based on the findings of the rapid needs assessment conducted by UNHCR (see above in the overview), the agency 

began distributing kitchen sets, jerry cans, mats, blankets, feminine hygiene kits, soap and bleach to 4,491 IDPs at eight 

sites in and around Abidjan on 6 May. The distribution is being carried out by UNHCR partners, including Afrique 

Secours et Assistance (ASA), Association of Support for the Self-Promotion of Urban Health (ASAPSU) and 

Movement for Education, Health and Development (MESAD), all national NGOs.  On 7 May, ASA distributed 

household kits to IDPs at Paroisse St. Joseph in Aboisso (some 100 km from Abidjan). 

 

IRC expected to take delivery of a 12 metric ton (MT) supply of WASH materials on 12 May. The materials are to be 

distributed to over 43,500 IDP beneficiaries in western Côte d’Ivoire.  Another 17 MT delivery of WASH materials will 

later follow by sea.  

 

In Duékoué and surrounding villages, IRC reported having cleaned and disinfected another 41 wells bringing the total 

number of wells treated in the last two weeks to 113. The NGO is constructing three blocks of five latrines each, three 
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blocks of five showers and installing a 15 cubic meter water bladder – able to provide water for 600 persons – at the 

extension of the Catholic mission IDP site. 

 

 

 

 

 FOOD SECURITY 

 

The World Food Programme (WFP) reports that some 77,000 people have received food assistance distributions since 

the start of the month.  The overall food aid distribution plans targets 150,000 persons living in camps and among the 

host community in the West with 15-day rations.  Food rations are also being distributed in hospitals in Abidjan on the 

basis of updated figures supplied by UNHCR 

 

ACF, in collaboration with WFP, is implementing a food distribution targeting children aged less than five years in 

different sites in Duékoué. The programme is expected to be extended to eight neighbourhoods of Danané. Thirteen 

sites in Abidjan are already benefitting from the distribution of 35 MT of high energy biscuits. 

 

ACF distributed agricultural kits to 3,000 households, of which 1,000 were in Mahapleu. The distribution will be 

supplemented in the month of May with protection food rations. Within the framework of agricultural kit distribution, a 

food ration distribution targeting 5,000 household in Eastern Bangolo is also planned by ICRC and ACF. 

 

FAO is launching its current agricultural assistance programme envisaged to reach 96,000 households in the west and in 

the north during the 2011 rainy season. Concerned by the plight of IDPs who might not be able to return home in time 

for the major planting season, FAO intends to assist them with lowland rice distribution whenever they choose to return. 

 

A two-month non-conditional cash for work programme implemented by the NGOs ACTED and Solidarités is on-going 

in Yopougon and Abobo neighbourhoods of Abidjan.  Some 6,300 persons are participating in the programme. Over six 

months, 3,000 households are targeted to receive a sum of 37,500 CFA (US$ 83) each for 15 day’s work within the 

reactivated garbage collection scheme  in Abidjan (Williamsville, Yopougon, etc).  

 

 NUTRITION  

 

The implementation of nutritional interventions in the western region of the country is moving ahead after partners 

including ACF, OIDSP, ASAPSU, Caritas, NTN, Ide Afrique and ODAFEM signed an agreement with UNICEF.   

The zones of intervention are 18 Montagnes, Moyen Cavally, Denguele-Baffing and  Worodougou. The planned 

nutrition interventions include screening and provision of assistance to populations affected by severe malnutrition, as 

well as implementation of community-based activities. 

 

At the Catholic Mission IDP site in Duekoue, ASAPSU screened 55 children for malnutrition and de-wormed 28 

children within the reporting cycle.  Nineteen of the children were found to be suffering from moderate acute 

malnutrition, while 24 were suffering from severe acute malnutrition, but without medical complications. 

 

In the Worodougou region, ODAFEM has identified 200 community health workers in Seguela and Mankono health 

districts of which 100 community health workers from Seguela underwent training in malnutrition screening techniques 

and are now operational. The other 100 community health workers in Mankono district  have just completed their 

training. 

 

ACF has published the outcome of three nutritional assessments carried out between 19 and 29 April in Duekoue, 

Guiglo and Guehiebly respectively: 

 

 In Duekoue, of the 2,066 children aged between 6 and 59 months screened for malnutrition, 88 were found to 

be suffering from moderate acute malnutrition, while 88 were suffering from severe acute malnutrition. The 

global malnutrition rate is 8.5% 

 

 In Guiglo, 376 children in IDP camps 1 and 2 were screened. Two children were suffering from severe acute 

malnutrition, while eight were suffering from moderate acute malnutrition. 

 

 In Guehiebly village in the Moyen Cavally region, 20 out of 341 children screened for malnutrition were found 

to be suffering from severe acute malnutrition, while 10 were suffering from moderately acute malnutrition. 

 

 PROTECTION 
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A participative assessment by UNHCR, local authorities and the IDPs is scheduled to be carried out in the coming days 

in the western part of the country. 

 

In Duékoué, 60 tents have been erected around the football field next to the Catholic Mission to provide 

accommodation for extremely vulnerable individuals and to decongest the site. UNICEF continues to improve the water 

supply and sanitary condition at the Catholic Mission site. 

 

The Director of Socièté Industrielle Thanry has been approached by UNHCR to secure a bulldozer needed to clear the 

new 20 hectare site at Nahibly (Duékoué).  UNHCR plans to distribute 150 machetes, 50 pick-axes and 50 hoes to 150 

youths who will carry out bush and tree clearing at the site, while Caritas has offered to store the tools and transport 

them to the site each day. 

 

At the Nazareth site in Guiglo, UNHCR has requested the support of UNOCI’s Benin Battalion to secure the site where 

5,200 IDPs – made up of 1,656 women, 1,480 men, 908 boys and 1,156 girls currently live. Some 547 IDPs at the 

Eglise Reveil site were educated on the strategy to facilitate eventual to their communities.  

 

Gender based violence (GBV) case management for survivors is ongoing. Three new cases of rape in Duékoué have 

been referred by IRC and AWECO to MSF for medical care and counselling. ASAPSU, a local NGO is also running a 

psychosocial service in Carrefour where around 500 people have recently returned after leaving the Catholic Mission 

IDP camp. 

 

CARE Cote d’Ivoire, in partnership with ASAPSU, has developed psychosocial activities at the Nazareth camp in 

Guiglo.  CARE now has a referral service run by a psychologist for cases of serious trauma. In the coming days, the 

organisation hopes to dedicate a tent to these psychosocial activities and extend them to IDPs living in other camps and 

host families.  

 

On 4 and 5 May, IRC conducted its first assessment mission in the districts of Vavoua, Attigouakro and Zuenoula. 

Several IDPs currently staying with host families were reported, including 1,409 IDPs in Vavoua, 4,028 in Bouafléand 

732 in Attiégouakro. 

 

IRC continued the identification and documentation of 16,012 IDPs and 6,769 returnees already registered in the 

departments of Bangolo and Duékoué. It also provided psychosocial assistance to 27 GBV survivors at the Danané I 

and II IDP sites. Two of these survivors also received medical assistance. 

 

 EDUCATION 

On 9 May, the Education Cluster began an assessment of the reopened schools in the South, which is expected to target 

all schools in the thirteen southern regions of the country. On behalf of the Education Cluster, UNICEF and Save the 

Children are providing logistical and financial support to school inspectors so that they may carry out this important 

data collection effort, which is expected to conclude by 20 May. 

 

The Education sub-cluster for the West established the list of schools that were looted or damaged during the conflict. 

This list includes three schools in the Montagnes region and seven in the Moyen-Cavally region. A more 

comprehensive information collection effort is in process in order to facilitate the support of education cluster member 

organizations towards education authorities.  

 

On 6 May, UNICEF distributed “School-in-a-Box”, recreation and early childhood development (ECD) kits to 

approximately 6,000 children from 19 primary schools and nine kindergartens in the region of Odienné in order to 

accelerate the back to school initiative in this region where school enrolment figures are traditionally low.  

 

On 6 May, IRC conducted a monitoring visit to Danane where 200 IDP children engage in recreational activities on two 

IDP sites run by UNHCR. In addition, 317 IDP children have been integrated into two primary schools and one 

secondary school in Danane. Advocacy and technical assistance for the integration of IDP children into functioning 

schools are on-going throughout the country. 

 

On 9 May, Save the Children attempted to erect two tents on the Catholic Mission site in Duekoue in order to facilitate 

non-formal education activities for children. However, the setting up of the two temporary learning spaces on the field 

could not be completed as the area intended for the purpose had been given to a small number of IDPs relocated there 

last week. 

 

Additionally, Save the Children provided construction materials to the local NGO Métissage in Logouale (West) in 

order to improve the temporary early childhood development centre where over 150 IDP young children participate in 

daily recreational activities.  
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 LOGISTICS 

 
Starting 16 May, UNHAS Côte d’Ivoire will relocate its base from Accra (Ghana) to Abidjan, with a regular schedule 

of flights from Abidjan to Man and Abidjan to Bouaké.  From 12 May, a DASH aircraft with an additional cargo 

capacity of 800 kg was expected to join the UNHAS fleet.  Three WFP-managed warehouses in Abidjan, Man and 

Bouake with 1,000 cubic metre capacity each are now available to the humanitarian community for storage purposes.  

Four 10 MT trucks in Man, Bouake and Abidjan are under-utilized.  

 

Neighbouring countries 

 

LIBERIA  
UNHCR reported that Ivorian refugees continued to arrive at a rate of some 250 people per day, in particular, in Grand 

Gedeh County. As of 6 May, a total of 173,169 refugees have been registered since the emergency began in late 

November 2010.  

 

In collaboration with partners, UNHCR has continued verifying the number of refugees in Nimba, Grand Gedeh and 

Maryland counties. UNICEF has provided two child protection specialists to assist in the verification process to address 

issues related to unaccompanied minors and separated children.  

 

It is reported that the situation of refugees in River Gee County is alarming and urgent assistance, particularly for health 

care and food is needed. The access to this particular group is considered rather problematic. 

 

With the onset of the rainy season, accessing and delivering assistance to refugee locations is becoming more difficult. 

Many roads are deteriorating rapidly as the unpaved surface becomes flooded or thick with mud and in some areas trees 

uprooted during storms have blocked the only available roads. Damage to bridges is also causing problems. 

 

The host communities have exhausted their resources in supporting the Ivorian refugees and need immediate assistance 

of food and farming implements. An inter-agency meeting, including WFP, UNMIL, UNHCR and UNICEF, was held 

in Nimba county in preparation for distribution of food in 76 border host communities, which will start soon. FAO, in 

cooperation with WFP and other partners is also planning to distribute seeds to these communities.   

 

Partners from the agricultural sector are currently finalizing the last details for the upcoming distribution of rice 

production inputs to host families in Nimba and Grand Gedeh. According to FAO, more than 21,400 households will 

receive vegetable or rice input support in the two counties to support the current planting season.  

 

FAO last week published an assessment report which features an extensive analysis of the current situation as well as 

recommendations for future emergency interventions in the agricultural sector. Considering the rapidly closing window 

of opportunity for further interventions in the field of rice production, FAO recommends that partners start looking into 

scaling up the support for vegetable as well as cassava and sweet potato production. 

 

TOGO 

The number of Ivorian refugees in the country increased from 3,851 to 4,231 (an increase of 380 refugees within a week 

since 2 May). During the same reporting period, UNHCR says that 12 repatriation requests from Ivorian refugees were 

received. 
 

GHANA 

The number of arriving Ivorian refugees per day has decreased from 100 persons per day to an average of 86 persons 

per day following newspaper reports of improved security situation in Cote d'Ivoire. 

     

With reports of tensions and increasing numbers of suspected ex- combatants and Jeunes Patriotes at the camp, 

movement of single males from the reception centre has been suspended pending the enhancement of the screening 

process, and moves on the side of the government to separate ex-combatants from the civilian population. 

 

The Brong Ahafo Region is calm with no significant population movements across the borders. Food distribution is 

underway for a period of 2 months at two locations (Western Region and Brong Ahafo Region.). The food basket has 

been amended and now includes rice, beans, oil, salt and CSB. 
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V. Funding of the EHAP 2011 

 

The Emergency Humanitarian Action Plan (EHAP) for Côte d’Ivoire and 

neighbouring countries affected by the crisis – Burkina Faso, Ghana, 

Guinea, and Togo
2
 – is funded at 23% as of 11 May 2011. Just over $36 

million the total $160.4 million required has been met. 

 

 

 

 
 

The chart below shows total contributions received for the emergency in Cote d’Ivoire and the four neighbouring 

countries, including funds made available to partners and/or for projects not included in the EHAP.  

 

                                                           

2
  Liberia is not part of CDI + 4 EHAP  countries 

160 millions 

requested (US$) 

 36 millions 
secured 
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All humanitarian partners and donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to notify the Financial Tracing System 

(FTS) any contribution by writing to : fts@un.org. 

 

 
Niels Scott, Head of Office, OCHA Côte d’Ivoire - Mob: (+225) 44 320 375; email: scott2@un.org  

Carlos Geha, DHoO/Field Coordinator, OCHA Côte d’Ivoire – Mob (+225) 44 90 33 22; email: gehac@un.org 

    Kayode Egbeleye, Public Information Officer, OCHA Côte d’Ivoire - Mob: (+225) 44 32 03 61; email: egbeleye@un.org 
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