
officials familiar with the situation believe that 

the Tajik authorities perceive Afghan firms to 

pose a threat to comparable companies based 

in Tajikistan. This issue follows last month‟s 

tensions over the rising rates charged by Taji-

kistan‟s state-owned rail operations for con-

tainers carrying imports to Afghanistan (see 

the 28 April 2011 Afghanistan Review). 
 

The Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India 

(TAPI) natural gas pipeline project also con-

tinued to receive media attention. The Diplo-

mat, an Indian newspaper, reported that the 

TAPI pipeline faces a number of challenges, 

including insecurity in Afghanistan and Paki-

stan and concerns regarding the actual avail-

ability of natural gas supplies in Turkmenistan 

(which have yet to be independently verified). 

In addition, technical capacity among all in-

volved countries may pose a challenge, and 

some believe that India may pull out given the 

high gas prices being proposed by Turkmeni-

stan. Experts believe that Pakistan and, in par-

ticular, India may ultimately conclude that 

their energy security is better ensured through 

the import of liquefied natural gas (LNG) or 

the resurrection of the Iran-Pakistan-India 

(IPI) natural gas pipeline, which has been op-

posed by the US government. As reported last 

week (see the 04 May Afghanistan Review), 

the TAPI pipeline could also potentially face 

competition from pipelines connecting Turk-

menistan, Iran and South Asia while bypass-

ing Afghanistan. 
 

Finally, Pajhwok Afghan News noted that the 

World Bank has approved a USD 22 million 

grant to support the Afghanistan New Market 

Development Project (ANMDP). This initia-

tive is expected to support 750 enterprises and 

10 business associations and may create as 

many as 1,500 jobs in the short-term. The pro-

ject will be implemented by the Ministry of 

Commerce and Industries (MoCI) with inputs 

A 
fghanistan-Pakistan trade issues con-

tinued to receive attention over the 

course of the past week. The Mesh-

rano Jirga, the upper house of the Afghan par-

liament, heard testimony from the chairman of 

the Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce and 

Industries (ACCI), the Minister of Commerce 

and Industries and others about Pakistan's fail-

ure thus far to implement the Afghanistan-

Pakistan Transit Trade Agreement (APTTA), 

reports Noor TV, an Afghan media outlet.  

According to ACCI officials, 10,000 Afghani-

stan-bound containers have been stranded in 

Pakistan for months. The Minister of Com-

merce and Industries indicated that Pakistan 

and Afghanistan disagree over when Afghan 

importers should be required to establish cash 

guarantees or bank guarantees for their im-

ports. The Pakistani government would like 

Afghan traders to place cash in Pakistani 

banks as a means of both guaranteeing rele-

vant tax and customs payments and discourag-

ing smuggling by Afghan traders. Such a proc-

ess would place a significant burden on Af-

ghan importers, particularly those with limited 

cash on hand who prefer instead to provide 

bank guarantees. A bank guarantee would not 

require Afghan traders to set aside significant 

amounts of capital. While Tolo News sug-

gested on Saturday, 07 May, that the transit 

trade issues between Afghanistan and Pakistan 

had been resolved through negotiations with a 

visiting Pakistani delegation, no details have 

been provided about any new agreement es-

tablished between the two countries. 
 

Trade related challenges between Tajikistan 

and Afghanistan also re-emerged this week. 

According to Tolo News, the Association of 

Afghanistan Freight Forwarder Companies 

(AAFFCO) announced that the Tajik govern-

ment has forbidden four large Afghan transit 

firms from operating in Tajikistan as they 

have done for the past several years. ACCI 

Economic Development                 Steven A. Zyck  ►  steve.zyck@cimicweb.org 
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S 
easonal flooding continued across Afghanistan during 

the past week with various incidents reported by 

Pajhwok Afghan News. In Herat and Badghis provinces, 

at least seven people were reportedly killed by flash floods 

with an additional 27 injured and 27 homes destroyed. Badghis 

Deputy Governor Abdul Ghani Sabari, whose own sister died 

in the flood, explained “we wanted to rush relief for the vic-

tims but lack food assistance”. Flooding also affected the cen-

tral provinces of Parwan and Panjsher, forcing road closures 

and destroying hundreds of acres of land. Significant delays 

were seen along the Salang highway, which connects Kabul 

with provinces to the north, due to heavy rainfall and flooding 

in Parwan. Meanwhile 12 people were killed by flash floods in 

Baghlan province with the Afghan National Disaster Manage-

ment Authority (ANDMA) indicating Khanjan, Andarab, 

Dushi and Tala Wa Barfak districts as those most affected. 

Additionally, Baghlan provincial capital Pul-i-Khumri is now 

without power due to the destruction of a water dam gate. 
 

Humanitarian assistance and development projects may come 

into jeopardy with the impending transition to Afghan National 

Security Forces (ANSF), according to an article by the Inte-

grated Regional Information Networks (IRIN). In a new report 

entitled, „No Time to Lose – Promoting the Accountability of 

the Afghan National Security Forces‟, non-governmental or-

ganisation (NGO) Oxfam says that violations committed by 

ANSF and general criminality – which currently poses the 

greatest danger to NGOs in the country - could increase when 

security responsibility is transitioned to the ANSF. According 

to the report, the ANSF is involved in the recruitment and sex-

ual abuse of children, recruitment of criminals, abuse of de-

T 
he dominant governance event this week was a protest 

in support of former intelligence chief Amrullah 

Saleh‟s grass-roots movement to put pressure on the 

Afghan government to end its peace and reconciliation cam-

paign with the Taliban, reports Reuters. During the event, 

which took place in Kabul on 05 May, Saleh warned that the 

Afghan government “should heed the democratic parties, they 

should heed the social society and not 

make us take to the streets”. In contrast to 

other political movements, Reuters reports 

that Saleh‟s movement, Basij e Melli, is a 

national one, not based on ethnic lines. 

While others, such as Global Post writer 

Jean MacKenzie, suggest that it is tapping 

into 30 years of rage and resentment that 

continues to divide Afghans along ethnic 

lines. However, despite these concerns, 

Basij e Melli has been backed by politi-

cians from all of Afghanistan‟s ethnic 

groups as well as powerful opposition 

leader Abdullah Abdullah, the main Karzai contender in Af-

ghanistan‟s 2009 presidential election and leader of the coali-

tion for change and hope. The government of Hamid Karzai 

responded to Thursday‟s protest saying it was staged by those 

“marginalised from power”. Presidential spokesman Ahmad 

Zia Siamak Herawi went as far as to suggest that some of the 

problems identified by the protesters existed when the move-

ment‟s organizers were still in office and therefore could have 

attempted to fix them from within the government but did not. 

Tolo News claims that former Interior Minister, Hanif Atmar, 

is also working with Saleh on political programmes. However, 

Atmar was not present at Thursday‟s rally. Nevertheless, one 

political analyst was quoted by Tolo News as saying that while 

many in Afghanistan are not satisfied with the current situa-

tion, the problems must be solved jointly rather than through 

creating further tension. 
 

Meanwhile, Tolo News reports that the controversial Special 

Elections Court (SEC), created by President Karzai to investi-

gate fraud following last September‟s parliamentary elections, 

has decided to unseat more than 80 parlia-

mentarians accused of fraud. While many 

within the Afghan parliament are against 

the SEC, arguing it is contrary to the Af-

ghan Constitution, a few parliamentarians 

are beginning to show some acceptance. 

One Member of Parliament (MP) was 

quoted as saying, “at the very beginning I 

made it clear that formation of the special 

tribunal was against Afghan laws and 

there is no doubt about it. But this is also 

against the laws to sit in the parliament 

based on fraud”. In related news, MPs 

have requested that Hamid Karzai intro-

duce the remaining seven ministerial candidates to the Wolesi 

Jirga (Lower House of Parliament) for a vote of confidence, 

along with three members of the Supreme Court whose terms 

recently ended. The initial nomination phase took place in 

2009, and after three successive rounds, seven seats were left 

empty. As such, ministries including public health, transport 

and aviation, women‟s affairs, higher education, communica-

tion and information technology and water and energy have 

been led by acting ministers for more than a year. According to 

Speaker of the House Abdul Rauf Ibrahimi, a written request 

has been sent to the President and they are awaiting his re-

sponse.   
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Humanitarian Affairs                                   Erin Foster  ►  erin.foster@cimicweb.org 

Governance & Participation                 Amber Ramsey ►  amber.ramsey@cimicweb.org  

“While many in Afghanistan are not 

satisfied with the current situation, 

the problems must be solved jointly 

rather than through creating further 

tension”. 

from the ACCI and the Afghanistan Investment Support 

Agency (AISA). It will be rolled out in four urban centres - 

Kabul, Mazar-e-Sharif, Jalalabad and Herat - and will focus 

specifically on improving the performance and export-

readiness of existing enterprises rather than establishing new 

businesses. 
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Infrastructure                                         Rainer Gonzalez  ►  rainer.gonzalez@cimicweb.org                                         

T 
he Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation (MoTCA) 

is in the process of deciding the fate of several Afghan 

airlines, reports Tolo News and Pajhwok Afghan News. 

The Afghan government is taking these legal steps as a conse-

quence of the tragic crash of the Pamir Airways Flight 112 

near Salang Pass on 17 May 2010, in the Parwan province, 

which had a death toll of 44 people. Initially, Pamir Airways 

submitted fake documentation of the crashed plane. The 

MoTCA gave the carrier a two month period by which they 

had to provide the required documentation; to date the com-

pany has failed to do so. Therefore, the ministry is currently 

deciding whether or not to ban the airline. The airline stopped 

operations in March 2011 and had previously used Kabul as a 

hub to fly domestically to Herat, Kandahar, Lashkar Gah, Ma-

zar-e Sharif, and internationally to Delhi, Jeddah, Riyadh, 

Dushanbe and Dubai. Beyond the lack of safety measures, the 

airline has been accused of mismanagement in obtaining finan-

cial loans at very low rates from Kabul Bank, reported The 

New York Times. The Pamir Airways crash, together with the 

fact that all national airlines are banned to fly into the Euro-

pean airspace, has entailed more rigorous controls by the 

MoTCA. Hence, four private cargo companies have been 

banned after violating the safety regulations, according to the 

MoTCA spokesman Nangyalai Qalatwal. 
 

On Wednesday, 04 May, The United States Deputy Ambassa-

dor E. Anthony Wayne, inaugurated the Kabul University En-

ergy Laboratory (KURE). Funding for KURE has been pro-

vided by the United States Agency for International Develop-

ment (USAID) under the Afghanistan Clean Energy Pro-

gramme (ACEP) in collaboration with Kabul University. The 

geographical potential that Afghanistan has in terms of utilis-

ing wind, sun and water as a source of energy production is 

tremendously high. KURE‟s aim is to generate a spill over 

amongst the technical community in order to foster the use of 

renewable energies nationwide. It will operate as a multipur-

pose facility for renewable energy education, research, compo-

nent testing and evaluation.  
 

Finally, the development of several interventions has ended 

and new ones have been announced within the dynamic infra-

structure sector in Afghanistan. 700 water filters were distrib-

uted by Afghan Aid Organization across the Samangan in or-

der to decrease the risk of water-related diseases in a province 

where the 70% of people have no access to clean water, reports 

Pajhwok Afghan News. A total of 118 solar lights were in-

stalled in several locations across Khost city, including the 

Sheikh Zahid University, highlights Bakhtar News Agency. 

The construction of several bridges in Khost and Ghanzi prov-

inces has started with funding from the Polish government and 

the World Bank‟s National Rural Access Programme. The 

United States Deputy Ambassador Wayne pointed out that the 

currently implemented and the forthcoming projects by 

USAID have a total cost of USD 5 billion, and are focused 

mainly on road and dam construction.     
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tures was similarly cited as a cause for the destruction of vege-

tation by the Famine Early Warning Systems Network 

(FEWSNET). Temperatures are anticipated to remain above 

average for the coming week across much of country, espe-

cially for south-western provinces. 
 

The land allocation process for nearly 2,000 nomadic Kuchi 

families has started in Logar province, reports Bakhtar News 

Agency. The Governor of Logar province, General Atiqullah 

Lodin, told reporters that each family will receive ten acres of 

land as well as food and non-food items. This provision of 

assistance is supported by the Ministry of Agriculture, Live-

stock and Irrigation (MAIL), the Ministry of Rural Rehabilita-

tion and Development (MRRD), and the National Disaster 

Committee. The Kuchi families are said to originate from Jag-

hori district of Bamian province.  

tainees and lack of accountability. In related news, the Af-

ghanistan NGO Safety Office (ANSO) reports that the eastern 

provinces of the country are currently recording the most secu-

rity incidents involving NGOs. However, there is an observed 

trend that armed opposition groups are trying to minimise the 

impact of conflict to NGOs working in the eastern region. 
 

Fears of food insecurity were heightened this week at a United 

Nations conference on “least-developed countries”, reported 

the Associated Press. According to officials, rising food and 

fuel prices compounded with conflict are placing Afghans in 

more danger. Further, a Pajhwok article notes that officials in 

Samangan province are forecasting food shortages due to a 

prolonged drought. Provincial Agricultural Director, Abdul 

Razzaq Rahimi, explained “the drought has severely affected 

this province, where standing crops are drying up due to the 

absence of irrigation waters”. The early onset of high tempera-

Rule of  Law                                         Kathleen Hughes  ►  kathleen.hughes@cimicweb.org 

O 
n Tuesday, in light of the recent raid in Pakistan that 

killed Osama bin Laden and the ensuing strained US-

Afghan-Pakistani relationship, the three countries re-

affirmed their commitment to work together for peace and 

reconciliation in Afghanistan, according to Pakistan‟s Dawn 

News. The Afghan Deputy Foreign Minister, Javid Ludin, the 

US Special Representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan, Marc 

Grossman and Pakistan‟s Foreign Secretary, Salman Bashir, 

led their respective delegations at the trilateral meeting. The 

nations sought to quell any rumours that Pakistan wanted to 

push the US out of the „Afghan end game‟ and dismiss the 

notion that Pakistan was lobbying President Karzai against a 

US-Afghan strategic partnership. An outcome of the meeting 

was the nation‟s commitment to “working to write a new chap-
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ter of stability and prosperity for their respective people”. This 

agreement is likely to assuage British concerns that the US was 

waiting on the outcome of more military operations before 

pushing forward with this political agenda, as discussed in The 

Guardian.  
 

The renewed commitment to the peace process in Afghanistan 

elicited varying responses from government officials and local 

Afghans. According to Pajhwok Afghan 

News, the US Ambassador to Afghanistan, 

Karl Eikenberry, called for the Taliban to 

come to the negotiating table and renounce 

violence. He suggests that this renewed 

commitment to the peace process coupled 

with Osama bin Laden‟s death presents an 

opportunity for rebels to return to the 

“national mainstream”. Additionally, US 

Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton, hopes the Taliban will re-

linquish ties with al Qaeda and join the political process. In 

contrast to political leaders‟ calls for Taliban reconciliation, 

local Afghans demonstrated their disdain for the proposed 

peace process by protesting in Kabul.  The Associated Press 

reports that on Thursday, roughly 2,000 people gathered to 

criticize President Hamid Karzai‟s willingness to start peace 

talks with the Taliban. Demonstrators believe that the Taliban 

will never submit to the conditions outlined in the reconcilia-

tion plan and therefore should not be considered a negotiating 

partner. The sentiment of the locals was captured by one of the 

event organizers who said “Afghan people want peace, but 

peace at what price? Peace with whom and for what purpose”?    
 

In other news, a recent poppy eradication campaign was com-

pleted in Kandahar province. The poppy crop, measuring over 

3,250 acres, was destroyed during a 75-day campaign, accord-

ing to Pajhwok. The Governor of Kandahar, Toryalai Wesa, 

explained that the drive began in Zherai district and then ex-

panded to nine other districts in the prov-

ince. Throughout the course of the eradica-

tion campaign, security personnel were 

attacked at ten different locations and they 

faced some resistance from local farmers. 

The governor urged the Ministry of Agri-

culture, Irrigation & Livestock (MAIL) as 

well as the Ministry of Rural Rehabilitation 

and Development (MRRD) to launch agri-

cultural and infrastructure projects in the area to enable farm-

ers to cultivate other crops and access markets.   
 

Meanwhile, in Nimroz province, a district chief and his son 

were sentenced to prison for 20 years for drug trafficking.  The 

chief of Delaram district in Nimroz province was convicted of 

using official vehicles and providing facilities for drug traf-

fickers, according to Dawn. The district chief and three others, 

including his son, were caught in an operation led by Afghan 

Counter Narcotics Police. 

Security                                        Kathleen Hughes  ►  kathleen.hughes@cimicweb.org 

M 
any headlines this week addressed the role of Paki-

stan in the tracking and monitoring of Osama bin 

Laden prior to his death. US government officials 

demanded answers regarding how Osama bin Laden‟s sprawl-

ing compound existed for so long without coming to the atten-

tion of local government authorities, according to the New 

York Times. Pakistani officials have vehemently denied any 

involvement in the protection of Bin Laden and confirmed that 

no Pakistani official visited the compound in Abbottabad or 

had contact with Bin Laden himself. However, many still con-

tend that it is unlikely the terrorist leader resided in a town full 

of current and former Pakistani military officers without the 

complicity of some members of the Pakistani government. The 

Wall Street Journal reports that some senior US and European 

officials suspect persons linked to the Pakistani Inter-Services 

Intelligence Directorate (ISI) have aided other Pakistan based 

terror groups like the Haqqani network and Lashkar-e-Taiba 

and they argue “there‟s no doubt he [bin Laden] was protected 

by some in the ISI”. Concerns were also raised over the ISI 

sharing intelligence with US officials.  Pakistani intelligence 

claim they have been monitoring Abbottabad as a suspected 

hiding place for al Qaeda leaders since 2003, however; the 

recent raid was based solely on US intelligence. Senior US 

national security officials have told lawmakers that they sus-

pected Pakistan was not being as forthcoming with intelligence 

regarding bin Laden. The future development of the US-

Pakistani relationship remains to be seen, and the bin Laden 

raid and its aftermath has strained the already tenuous interac-

tion. For more information on security developments in Paki-

stan, please see the Centre for Strategic & International Studies 

(CSIS) report Pakistan: Violence vs. Stability - A National Net 

Assessment.    
 

In other news, on Saturday, the Taliban conducted a complex 

assault in Kandahar province targeting several government 

buildings, reports the Associated Press. The insurgents report-

edly aimed to take control of Kandahar city, making this one 

of the most ambitious series of high-profile incidents in recent 

months. Although the attack took place only days after the 

death of Osama bin Laden, Taliban spokesmen insist the event 

had been planned for months as part of the spring offensive. At 

least eight different locations were targeted during the attack: 

the governor‟s compound, the mayor‟s office, the intelligence 

agency headquarters, three police stations and two high 

schools. Ultimately, none of the buildings were breached by 

insurgents but the event instilled fear in local residents and cast 

doubt on the success of coalition efforts in Kandahar province.  

  

The Afghan Analysts Network (AAN) published a report on 

05 May discussing the growth of the Taliban in the northern 

region of Afghanistan. The authors suggest that the widespread 

belief that northern Afghanistan was immune to Taliban infil-

tration because of 1) a lack of Pashtun supporters, and 2) lack 

of successful Taliban military operations out of Pashtun pock-

ets in the north – is no longer credible. In fact, according to the 

report by early 2010, the Taliban had brought the northern half 

of Baghlan, several districts in Kunduz, and most of northern 

Takhar, Faryab and Jowzjan under their control. AAN attrib-
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“Afghan people want peace, but 

peace at what price? Peace with 

whom and for what purpose”? 
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A 
fghanistan continues to rank the worst place in the 

world to be a mother, according to Save the Children 

in their newly released report entitled, „State of the 

World‟s Mothers Report 2011‟. The report ranks 164 countries 

within the Mothers Index to reflect global maternal health 

trends. The report was released on the eve of Mother‟s Day 

and corresponded closely with the International Day of the 

Midwife on 05 May. Celebrations to honour midwives in Af-

ghanistan were held by the Afghan Ministry of Public Health 

(MoPH) as part of the annual Afghan Midwives Association 

Congress on 01-02 May. USAID Deputy Mission Director, 

Brooke Isham, noted that “the presence of a midwife at birth is 

the single most important factor in reducing maternal mortality 

and greatly improves a baby‟s chance of survival here in Af-

ghanistan”. 
 

A recent article by The Guardian profiles some of the chal-

lenges facing Afghan mothers including the lack of access to 

midwives and health facilities. According 

to the article, 87% of Afghan women give 

birth without midwives or doctors in often 

unhygienic and remote areas. The journey 

for women to reach health facilities could 

take days by donkey and include prohibi-

tive costs and security risks. Roughly half 

of the World Health Organization‟s 

(WHO) recommended 4,546 midwives 

necessary to provide care for 90% of Afghan mothers have 

been trained since 2002. However, organisations worry that 

gains made in training midwives may lose momentum with the 

reduction in funding available for such programmes. In related 

news, Reuters AlertNet reports that Badakhshan province has 

the highest rate of maternal mortality in Afghanistan. Health 

non-governmental organisation (NGO) Merlin attributes the 

heightened risk to Vitamin D deficiencies and low levels of 

calcium consumption paired with the lack of roads and trans-

port in the mountainous province. Vitamin D is often attained 

from the sun but women in the province were found to remain 

indoors for the majority of the day or wear Burqas. As a result, 

these women are at an increased risk of pelvic bone deformi-

ties and death from obstructed birth. 
 

In other health news, a rapid increase in mental health facilities 

and practitioners is needed to address cases of anxiety disor-

ders, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and depression 

resulting from decades of conflict in Afghanistan, says Cana-

dian Women for Women in Afghanistan (CW4W). Nearly 

66% of the Afghan population suffers from mental health is-

sues according to the Afghan government. A strategy to ad-

dress mental health is part of the Health and Nutrition Sector 

(HNS) Strategy 2008 and is listed as one of the basic health 

services that should be provided to Afghan citizens. Afghani-

stan currently lacks a dedicated university training programme 

for mental health practitioners and has only 42 registered psy-

chologists and psychiatrists in the country. 
 

The United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Or-

ganization (UNESCO) and the Afghan Ministry of Education 

(MoE) have launched the Education for All (EFA) Global Ac-

tion Week in Kabul. This year‟s annual report by UNESCO on 

global education is entitled, „The Hidden 

Crisis: Armed Conflict and Education‟. 

MoE officials noted gains in Afghanistan 

with the increased enrolment of girls by 

38% over the past decade as well as the re

-opening of 200 schools in insecure areas. 

Education was also cited as a mechanism 

for peace in the country. Despite these 

gains, however, schoolchildren and teach-

ers continue to face challenges. Pajhwok Afghan News reports 

that nearly 84 schools out of 220 in Kapisa province currently 

lack buildings and classes are being held in tents or out in the 

open. 
 

The Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO) has released a new 

report entitled, „Religious Institution Building in Afghanistan‟. 

The report presents the current madrasa registration process, 

key components of madrasa reform, alternative models for 

institution building and key findings and recommendations 

based on the research. According to the report, the process of 

modernising and reforming madrasas was initiated in 2006 

with only small scale success achieved by the government. The 

findings further indicate that a lack of communication and in-

teraction by the government and leaders of the madrasa sector 

need to be overcome to achieve reform. 
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utes Taliban success in the north to their willingness to recruit 

non-Pashtun supporters and operators.  Also, the authors sug-

gest the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) imple-

mented a reluctant approach – avoiding direct conflict, military 

escalation and casualties - leading to Taliban growth in this 

region.    

“87% of Afghan women give birth 

without midwives or doctors in often 

unhygienic and remote areas”. 
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