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Introduction 
 

On Saturday, pro-Gaddafi forces attacked the 
main fuel depot in Misurata, destroying the 
tanks and sparking a large fire. Today, it is 
reported that NATO warships bombed 
government forces targets in Misurata and the 
neighboring town on Zlitan. Rebel sources are 
claiming that they have pushed government 
troops back from the city outskirts. However as 
the conflict continues, casualties continue to 
be received at Misurata hospitals. At least five 
people were killed in the conflict yesterday, 
three of which were killed in an ambulance that 
was hit by a rocket while transporting wounded 
casualties. Medicines, medical supplies and 
medical equipment continue to be urgently 
needed, whilst food and water supplies are 
said to be enough to last for approximately 
one month.  
 
In Tripoli, there is an unconfirmed report of a rebel uprising in the suburbs, after defecting security 
officers reportedly supplied them with light weapons. The Libyan government however, denies this 
report. UNHCR reports that hundreds of people are feared to have drowned after a boat that left 
Tripoli broke up.  
 
Today in eastern Libya, it is reported that a major battle in Ajdabiya occurred, with a Libyan rebel 
commander claiming that rebels killed 57 pro-Gaddafi soldiers and destroyed 13 military vehicles.  
 
It is reported that on Saturday government forces attacked the remote eastern oil town of Jalu; 
however, the town currently remains in rebel hands.  
 
In the Western Mountain region, fierce clashes have occurred in Zintan on Saturday, with nine rebel 
fighters killed and 50 wounded. 
 
At the Dehibat border, rebel forces continue to hold the border. But, with Gaddafi forces encroaching 
and maneuvering towards the border from three directions (Al-Ghazaya, Takut, and south from 
Sinawin), the current calm situation is not expected to last. There are also unconfirmed reports that six 
Gaddafi force fighters have been intercepted and captured in Tunisian territory. 
 
IOM reports that 746,080 people have left Libya through the various borders as of May 8. This 
includes a total of 9,052 people that crossed into Tunisia, over the weekend, 7,166 whom were 
Libyans. 
 
As of May 09, 2011: 
 
LIBYA/TUNISIA BORDER AREA 
 

International Medical Corps health post has provided consultations to 22 people at the Dehibat health 
post, six of whom were rebel casualties from Zintan. In anticipation of an imminent outbreak of fighting 
in the border region, International Medical Corps’ medical team remains on stand-by to provide 
medical care to casualties.  



 

 

 
Over the weekend, International Medical Corps provided consultations to 52 people at the Ra’s Ajdir 
health post.  
 
The team has procured medical supplies for Nalut, Jadu and Zintan, which are at the Dehibat border, 
ready to be delivered as an opportunity enables delivery. These needed supplies include analgesics, 
antibiotics, vitamins, compresses, insulin, lab reagents, suture equipment, syringes, IV bags, 
sterilization boxes and catheters, among other items. 
 

WESTERN LIBYA 
 

According to IOM, a total of 6,263 people were evacuated from Misurata April 15 – May 6. Of these, 
210 people were medical cases. International Medical Corps’ teams provided medical care for these 
evacuations by organizing and transferring patients for medical evacuation from Misurata, providing 
on-board care and providing medical care in Benghazi and onwards transfer to local facilities. 
 
Medications currently in critical need in Misurata include anesthetic medications, ICU supplies (chest 
tubes, suction tubes, cannulas, ECG electrodes, central lines, nebulizer masks, saline solution and 
catheters) ICU equipment (suction machine, ABG machine, suction pumps, fluid warmer and a multi-
filtration machine and set) heart medication needs and the ongoing need for consumables and 
disposables. In addition, chemotherapy drugs are urgently needed, as supplies have completely run 
out and cancer patients are currently not receiving treatment due to this severe shortage. Also in short 
supply, are immunosuppressant agents for kidney transplant and hemodialised patients living in the 
city of Misrata. International Medical Corps is preparing to send further identified supplies. 
 
Whilst International Medical Corps is providing medical staffing support in Misurata, specific ongoing 
staffing needs include OT nurses, psychologists, psychiatrists and dialysis nurses. The shortage of 
scrub nurses is particularly felt, affecting surgeons’ work, with some reporting that a strict aseptic 
surgery is difficult to secure.  International Medical Corps is working to address these further critical 
staffing needs. Psychological and psychiatric support is also greatly needed and International Medical 
Corps is planning a program to meet these mental health needs. 
 
International Medical Corps is also planning to provide assistance for the overstretched ICU capacity 
of the Misurata hospitals through the provision of a field hospital and further medical evacuations. 
 
EASTERN LIBYA 
 
Today, International Medical Corps provided primary health care for the third country nationals who 
remain in the LCR camp in Benghazi waiting for evacuation to Salloum, Egypt. The team also 
continue to follow up the two Nigerian patients which were transferred to the IOM ship for evacuation 
from Misurata and are now receiving hospital treatment in Benghazi. 
 
International Medical Corps is planning a workshop to train Ambulance staff in Benghazi to 
provide safe transportation of patients and qualifying them in transportation and use of ambulance 
equipment.  Preparations are currently underway for the training to be conducted at the Benghazi 
Medical Center. 
 
As the clinic in Sultan village, 45km east of Ajdabiya, requires assistance, International Medical Corps 
is planning to provide needed supplies and support. The village is currently supporting approximately 
1,500 IDPs from Ajdabiya and surrounding areas, in addition to the 5,500 inhabitants. The clinic, 
which provides between 60-70 consultations per day, is experiencing a shortage of medicines and 
basic equipment and is only staffed by one doctor and two nurses.  International Medical Corps’ team 
is planning to provide, on a monthly basis, medicines and volunteer medical staff to provide primary 
health care to the local population.  
 



 

 

Given the critical shortage of nursing staff in Libya International Medical Corps is planning to soon 
provide a total of 50 nursing staff to support health facility operations in Benghazi and Misurata. Skill 
sets will include OT, ICU/CCU, emergency care, recovery and medical/surgical ward nursing. In 
addition, an estimated five of these nurses will be experienced trainers and will be able to provide 
training to local Benghazi health facility staff on emergency first aid/First Responder training and to 
assist families who are caring for wounded, can provide instructions on basic follow-up wound care, 
dressing changes and colostomy care. 
 
To provide primary health care in areas south and east of Benghazi which have been previously 
assessed, International Medical Corps is planning to set up five mobile health teams to serve the local 
and the IDP populations. In addition, these teams will identify areas of further needs (for example, 
vaccination programs) and longer-term support for permanent, fixed primary health care clinics. 
 
International Medical Corps will shortly deploy a Nephrologist who will work with the nephrology 
society in Benghazi to assess dialysis supply needs, conduct training and establish further information 
on dialysis patient numbers. 
 
International Medical Corps is continuing in efforts to establish a multidisciplinary and comprehensive 
rehabilitation center in Benghazi for victims of the conflict, including those have suffered amputations 
and other massive orthopedic trauma, spinal cord injuries, head trauma and psychological trauma. 
The centre would benefit not only those directly affected by the conflict, but also for those in the 
general population requiring rehabilitation services. 
 
International Medical Corps also continues in efforts to source a short term supply of urgently needed 
ARV and TB medications with assistance from GIK partners for two facilities in Benghazi providing 
care for HIV-infected and TB patients.  
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