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This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Côte d’Ivoire. 

It covers the period from 04 to 08 May 2011. The next report will be issued on or around 10 May 2011. 

 

II. Situation Overview 

 

During the evening of 3 May, the Baptist church in Yopougon sheltering around 2500 IDPs was attacked by 

unidentified armed men in uniform. 57 people were abducted at the nearby Institute of the Blind, and released later on 

06 May.  

 

One day before this incident (02 May), the Forces Republicaines de Côte d’Ivoire (FRCI) launched an offensive on pro-

Gbagbo militia men and suspected mercenaries in Yopougon. The operation which left around 60 people dead was part 

of the government’s efforts to restore law and order in Abidjan. Humanitarian access has been impossible in Yopougon 

for several weeks, presenting a serious challenge for the delivery of humanitarian – in particular medical – assistance in 

the neighbourhood.  
 

As basic commodities become available, humanitarian assistance now reaches an increasing number of people in the 

west mainly IDPs hosted in families; assistance to a larger number of war-affected and vulnerable people remains 

limited, due to difficulties in locating them, in particular in areas where security is not yet fully guaranteed.  

 

IDPs express their wish to return to their villages of origin, yet they hesitate to do so. Their concern remains focused on 

the security situation and their safety. In Duekoue, around 500 people have chosen to return to their homes in Carrefour 

neighbourhood. 

 

Across the border, there has been a continuous movement of Ivorien refugees in both directions but on a small scale. 

 

The World Food Programme (WFP) operated UNHAS flights which provide air transport to humanitarian organizations 

in Cote d’Ivoire might be suspended if funds pledged by donors are not forthcoming.  Current funding of the special 

flight operation (Accra- Abidjan-Bouake-Man-Accra) is limited in duration for an initial three-month period which 

comes to an end in June 2011. Given the importance of this service in transporting staff and humanitarian emergency 

supplies, it is important that donors make funds available for the continued operations of these flights beyond June 

2011. 
 

Following the UNDAC assessment and the response plan elaborated in the West, humanitarian actors have reviewed 

their financial needs to respond to the crisis. Most projects in the EHAP are currently being revised. The EHAP was last 

reviewed on 8 April, integrating new emerging priorities, challenges, unmet needs and data into the action plan.  

 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 HEALTH 

As the rainy season approaches humanitarian actors are scaling up efforts to improve living conditions of displaced 

persons and prevent diseases among vulnerable populations such as children. The World Health Organisation (WHO) 

has donated medicines (2 basic kits and 4 malaria kits) to MSF-Belgium for the support of 6000 persons over a 3-month 

period at the General Hospital in Treichville. A trauma kit (types A & B) was also given to MSF-CH for support of 

hospitalized wounded persons for a one-month period at the General hospital in Yopougon 

  

In the West, the International Rescue Committee (IRC), Cooperazione Italia (COOPI), Save the Children and Caritas 

collaborated to analyze the possibilities of extending coverage to zones which have no access to medical care. 

A distribution of tasks and geographical zones has been established according to the specialties of each partner 

principally in the region of Moyen Cavally. An early warning system was also put in place. 
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The vaccination campaign against poliomyelitis initially scheduled by the ministry of health with the support of WHO 

and UNICEF to take place between 06 and 09 May, in Sassandra region has been postponed. The campaign will now 

hold between 13 and 16 May, 2011. 

 

Since three weeks, Cap Anamur and German Committee of Emergency Doctors has been providing medicines and 

medical personnel to the Marcory General Hospital in Gonzageville and the Wassakara Health Centre in Yopougon 

 

UNAIDS in collaboration with UNICEF, AIP and CASES,  sensitised 2,360 IDPs and host communities on HIV/AIDS, 

Gender Based Violence (GBV) and access to medical treatment with the assistance of local NGOs in Danané. During 

the same period, 21,045 youths were tested for HIV while 2,283 condoms of which 125 are female were distributed in 

Bouake and Katiola. 47 persons underwent the Anti-Retroviral (ARV) treatment. 

 

 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 

The cluster’s focus during this week has been in the West where needs to improve sanitation at the IDP camps are high. 

On 03 May, a Save the Children-chartered cargo plane carrying a dozen tons of plastic sheeting, mosquito nets, water 

buckets and water treatment tablets arrived in Abidjan. The materials are scheduled for eventual distribution to 

internally displaced persons in camps. 

 

As part of its efforts to improve sanitation conditions in the two IDP camps in Guiglo, Save the Children has set up 

technical teams of volunteers and equipped them with toolboxes, shovels and machetes to clear the area around the 

facilities and start drainage work and construct latrines for the benefit of 6,500 people.  

 

On 5 May, the distribution of hygiene kits (aquatabs, buckets, soaps and mosquito nets) to 6,500 people living in the 

camps started. 35 rolls of plastic sheeting were provided for latrines and school spaces for 2,000 IDPs at the camps 

in Guiglo. 
 

The IRC WASH team cleaned and disinfected 42 wells in the villages of Gozon, Sehoun-Guiglo and Diourouzon 

(department of Douékoué); and distributed 183 hygiene kits to IDPs at the Danané I site. UNICEF through its partner 

distributed 1,200 hygiene kits to host communities in Danané. 

 

In Douékoué, hand washing with chlorine for children was launched at the school canteen inside the Catholic Mission  

site while solid waste was removed by UNICEF and its partner CARE. The garbage removal also benefitted  

around 250,000 people in Danané where 1,200 hygiene kits were equally distributed to IDPs in host communities.  

 

In Man, OXFAM GB, DRC and Solidarité were provided 3,000 kits of H2S rapid water testing kits for distribution  

by UNICEF. Despite these interventions, only 10,000 out of 100,000 persons in host communities have been assisted 

with water and basic hygiene kits while humanitarian actors are concerned by the absence of an epidemiological 

surveillance system within the IDP camp and the Douékoué community. 

 

 FOOD SECURITY 

Food assistance for immediate survival and distribution of agricultural kits are being combined by several humanitarian 

actors in their response to the needs of IDPs and returnees. 

 

WFP plans to distribute food to 138,909 beneficiaries in and outside IDP camps throughout the month of May in the 

western part of the country. Ten-day rations were distributed to host families in Kouibly and four villages in Logoualé. 

During this week, 27,000 people were assisted in Douékoué. The WFP’s distribution plan includes the provision of 15-

day rations for the time being, until its pipeline is fully restored 

 

In the north-west of Bangolo, 3,000 beneficiaries in more than 37 villages will be assisted during the first month of May 

with seeds, food, non-food items and other materials. A joint needs assessment mission in agriculture and food security 

is currently being prepared. This is expected to map out needs in affected zones. In Yopougon and Abobo 

neighbourhoods of Abidjan, the number of beneficiaries participating in the cash for cleaning work in Abidjan has 

increased to 6,300 vulnerable people. 

 

In line with the review of its beneficiaries, FAO is factoring in the needs of recent returnees in Moyen Cavally region 

(Douékoué, Guéhebly). The identification exercise is now completed and the distribution is expected to begin later 

during the second week of May. 

 

Apart from 1,000 households which have been already assisted in Mahapleu under the agricultural programme for the 

rainy season, ACF in partnership with FAO plan to distribute agricultural kits to an additional 2,000 households. 

In total, more than 21,000 households (around 130,000 persons) will be assisted in the coming days by different 

partners (ACF, DRC, ICRC, FAO and OFCM). 
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 NUTRITION  

In the west, malnutrition among children is becoming a source of concern. The findings from three rapid assessments 

undertaken by Action Contre la Faim (ACF) in Guéhiébly IDP camps in Guiglo and the Catholic Mission in Duékoué 

have detected 176 cases of severe malnutrition among 2,066 children who were screened in Duékoué while 10 cases of 

acute malnutrition were detected out of 376 children screened in Guiglo. In Guéhiébly village, 30 cases of acute 

malnutrition and 20 cases of severe malnutrition were detected out of 341 screened children. 

 

UNICEF sponsored nutrition activities at IDP camps in the Western and Central parts of the country were conducted by 

Association pour la promotion d’Assainissement et de la Sanitation Urbaine (ASAPSU) and CARITAS Man. During 

the week, 20 cases of mildly acute malnutrition and 8 cases of severe malnutrition out of 336 newly born children 

screened were recorded.  

 

In the Tiebissou region, 380 pregnant and breastfeeding women benefitted from educational training sessions on birth 

spacing and infant nutrition.132 children aged between 6 and 59 months were also given vitamin A supplements. 

 

In the Korhogo health district (Savane region) 65 medical personnel (52 nurses, 10 doctors and 3 birth attendants) were 

trained in the management of acute and severe malnutrition cases by UNICEF while in Worodougou region. 100 

community health workers were trained by the local NGO ODAFEM in malnutrition screening techniques and nutrition 

education. 

 

 PROTECTION 
On 3 May, the identification, documentation, tracing and reunification (IDTR) of 11 separated and unaccompanied 

children was concluded in the West. The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) identified 100 

unaccompanied children among refugees in Guinea and Liberia who were coming from Danane and Zouan Houenien. 

ICRC
1
 is currently undertaking family tracing for eventual reunification. 

During the same period, UNICEF’s partner Caritas relocated its temporary care support for 24 children in Guiglo. The 

children from the Blolequin IDP camp have been deprived of parental care. UNICEF, Save the Children, and 

International Rescue Committee (IRC) provided psychosocial assistance to 75 persons. 

In Abidjan, Save the Children is undertaking an assessment of IDP sites in the districts of Bingerville, Adjame-

Yopougon-Dabou, Abobo and Port-Bouet-Bassam-Bonoua axis to determine the crisis impact on child protection. 

A situational assessment of children deprived of parental care in educational institutions is being conducted by BICE. 

The identification and documentation process of children separated/unaccompanied children has started. 

 EDUCATION. 

The Education Cluster has finalized the evaluation report on the reopening of classes within the CNO zone and has 

started the evaluation of school resumption in the South. The collected data will be available in three weeks time. This 

will enable planners to have a clearer picture of the educational sector in the 27 Regional Directorates of National 

Education (DREN) and the 186 Primary Education Inspectorates. 

 

The cluster has pleaded with the Ministry of National Education for the return of educational authorities throughout the 

country. Presently, the Regional Directorates of National Education (DREN) in Guiglo (West), Bondoukou (East), 

Korhogo (North) and Dimbokro (Centre) will reopen. Palliative measures to address the lack of teachers in the CNO 

zone are being considered; 30 percent of teachers in this zone are yet to resume work. 

 

Between 3 and 5 May, Save the Children distributed office material to improve the operations of the Regional 

Inspectorates of Education in Katiola. They also handed out school kits to 167 primary and 35 secondary school pupils. 

 

On 5 May UNICEF distributed 3,860 school bags, exercise books, pencils and erasers as well as 120 packets of white 

chalk and 60 coloured chalks to 9 schools in the Primary Education Inspectorate in Koumassi 2. The cluster is searching 

for a new recreational space for 2,000 displaced children, as the initial ground has been requisitioned to reduce the 
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overcrowding at the Catholic Mission site in Duékoué. The compilation of inventories of schools which have been 

damaged due to fighting, looting and occupation by IDPs is currently underway. 

 
 

 EMERGENCY TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

On 29 April, a global emergency telecommunications conference took place in Abidjan. The purpose of the conference 

was to share updated information on the emergency telecommunication situation in Côte d’Ivoire and surrounding 

countries. On 4 May, a high frequency mobile antenna previously dismantled for security reasons from an OCHA 

vehicle was reinstalled and tested. Outcomes of the assessment exercise to provide data connectivity at the newly rented 

OCHA office in Man are being shared and finalized with all relevant parties. 

 

WFP fundraising efforts have enabled the ETC cluster to receive an additional allocation of US$ 300,000 from donors. 

Taking into account the US$ 300,000 previously received from the CERF, to date the current project is funded at 52 %. 

Additional maintenance/migration tasks will be carried out next week to increase the current bandwidth (from 256 to 

512 kbps) and meet new requirements from the humanitarian community in Bouaké and Man. 

 

The only constraint that might impact on the cluster’s field activities is the delay in delivery of the first order of 

telecommunications equipment. This lot of ICT items is needed to perform the upgrade the routine security 

telecommunications networks in Bouaké and Man. The logistics teams are making efforts to solve the problem and 

partial deliveries are expected in Accra by the end of the week.  

 COORDINATION 

 
In Abidjan, technical directors from relevant ministries regularly participate in the reinvigorated cluster meetings which 

are held on a weekly or fortnightly basis. An information exchange platform assembling the Minister responsible for 

humanitarian affairs and heads of agencies is being formalised and is expected to meet three times per month.  

 

Weekly coordination meetings continue to be held on Wednesdays in Danane, on Thursdays in Guiglo and Duekoue, 

and on Fridays in Man. On 4 May, during the Inter Cluster Coordination meeting (ICC), it was decided that advocacy 

efforts will be undertaken so as to engage the Early Recovery Cluster in finding solutions to sanitation related problems 

together with CARE and UNICEF, as well as in the reconstruction efforts.  

 

Neighbouring countries 

 

LIBERIA  
In Liberia, WFP is providing relief food and nutrition assistance to refugees through general food distributions; 

preparatory work for the planned food distributions to host communities is being carried out.  According to the latest 

update, 781 metric tons of food was distributed since January 2011 to 68,194 refugees. High Energy Biscuits have been 

distributed to vulnerable children and women upon their arrival. A Regional Special Operation is providing logistics and 

telecommunications support to facilitate the implementation of activities in Côte d’Ivoire and Liberia. In Liberia, the 

emergency telecommunication sector has been established and WFP has been requested to work with UNHCR (the sector 

lead) on the provision of emergency telecommunication services for the refugee operations in eastern Liberia.  

Multiple assessments carried out by different humanitarian partners confirm the vulnerability and needs of affected 

populations; in addition, WFP is currently carrying out a large-scale household food security assessment in refugee 

affected areas. Partners from the agricultural sector in Liberia are finalizing the preparations for the upcoming distribution 

of rice production inputs to host families in Nimba and Grand Gedeh. The total number of beneficiaries reached by the 

sector is yet to be confirmed. A number of vegetable production activities in the Bahn camp and alternative host 

communities are also unfolding.  

FAO Liberia this week published an assessment report on Food Security and Food Production in refugee-affected areas in 

Nimba and Grand Gedeh counties. The report features an extensive analysis of the current situation as well as 

recommendations for future emergency interventions in the agricultural sector. Considering the rapidly closing window of 

opportunity for further interventions in the field of rice production, FAO recommends that partners start looking into 

scaling up the support for vegetable as well as cassava and sweet potato production. 

GUINEA 

Between 4 and 6 May, WFP participated in a joint UN/local authorities/NGO mission along the Ivorian border in the 

region of N'Zerekore to monitor the situation related to the refugee and returnee influx from Cote d'Ivoire. Since the 

beginning of the crisis in Cote d'Ivoire, WFP has been providing refugees and returnees in Kouankan refugee camp as 

well as in Beyla, Sinko and Fombadou with relief food support. 
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GHANA 
UNHCR has registered over 15,000 asylum seekers in Ghana, and the influx is increasing. WFP has already reached some 5,000 

refugees. WFP will implement a three-month emergency operation to reach 10,000 refugees in the two main camps (Ampain in 

the Western region and Berekum Camp in the Brong Ahafo region). If necessary, WFP will expand its operations.  

 
Funding:  
Thanks to contributions received so far WFP was able to provide life-saving support to tens of thousands of vulnerable people in 

need; nevertheless, additional contributions are needed rapidly considering the long lead-time between procurement and arrival 

of food in country. Numerous strategies to reduce the lead-time are currently being implemented, including airlifts, regional 

procurement, loans etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

V. Funding of the EHAP 2011 

 

The Emergency Humanitarian Action Plan (EHAP) for Côte d’Ivoire and 

neighbouring countries affected by the crisis– Ghana, Guinea, and Togo- 

is funded at 22% as of 5 May 2011. About $35 million out of a total 

requirement of $160 million is secured.  

 
The level of funding remains low and has not increased for the past ten 

days. Donors have pledged the availability of over $100 million for Liberia and Côte d’Ivoire, however these funds 

have not yet been committed.   

 

Table 1, below shows the funds per donor given to the EHAP – it includes funding for projects in the EHAP and direct 

contributions to projects outside the appeal, whereas table 2 shows the contributions to the Liberia EHAP. 
 

 

Table 1: Donor contribution and Pledges to CDI (EHAP and Non EHAP projects) 

 

 
 N.B : Liberia is not part of CDI + 4 EHAP  countries 

Table 2: Liberia EHAP: Funding by sector 

 

160 millions 

requested (US$) 

35 millions 
secured 
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All humanitarian partners and donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to notify the Financial Tracing Service 

(FTS) of any contribution by writing to : fts@reliefweb.int 

 

 
Niels Scott, Head of Office, OCHA Côte d’Ivoire - Mob: (+225) 44 320 375; email: scott2@un.org  

Carlos Geha, DHoO/Field Coordinator, OCHA Côte d’Ivoire – Mob (+225) 44 90 33 22; email: gehac@un.org 

    Kayode Egbeleye, Public Information Officer, OCHA Côte d’Ivoire - Mob: (+225) 44 32 03 61; email: egbeleye@un.org 
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