
OVER 10,000 TURKANA SEEK REFUGE IN KARAMOJA 
Food security improves slightly 

About 10,000 Turkana herdsmen have crossed into Karamoja due to drought in neighbouring 
Kenya.  Reports also indicate that several Karamojong from the Matheniko tribe cross into Kenya 
to access food. 

Following the border crossing of 10,000 Turkana from Kenya into Karamoja (men, women and 
children), now based in Kamion (approx. 5000) and Nakapelimoru (over 5000) sub-counties, a 
cross-border inter-district meeting was held early September. It was agreed that both groups 
should try to live harmoniously and there should be simultaneous disarming of pastoralist 
communities and that Donors/NGOs should be encouraged to support the exercise. Generally, 
Turkana have been asked to respect Uganda law and to report to the LCII or other LCs in case of 
any problem. They have also been urged to avoid the inter-clan alliances with intention of raiding 
cows. The main issues discussed included security; movement of pastoralists across common 
border; drought management; border trade/immigration and Communication links. The 
participants also agreed that a drought early-warning system should be put in place. A follow-up 
meeting was scheduled for end of November. In the meantime it was recommended that the 
Turkanas be recognised as temporary refugees.  

Meanwhile, Rupa Sub-county Chief, Lowapus Peter, confirmed reports of some Karamojong 
tribesmen crossing to Lokiriama in Kenya. The migrants are mainly from the villages of  Atedeoi, 
Pupu, Rupa and Nakamisitai. An interview with one woman who has been going to Kenya 
revealed that the number of people who migrate between Kenya and Matheniko to access food 
was between 80 to 100 and all age groups (old men, women, and children) were involved. The 
Karamojong don't get any official rations, but do casual labour such as collecting firewood and 
grinding cereals in the Turkana households and are reportedly given 6 kgs of Maize.  Some of 
them also access food from their friends and in-laws in Turkana. 

Meanwhile, civil security remains unpredictable in Kotido and Moroto Districts because of 
sporadic interethnic clashes among Karimojong clans (mainly Bokora/Pian; and Bokora/Jie) in the 
past several months. Peace initiatives by the Government, NGOs and humanitarian organizations 
appear to be taking effect as agreements have been reached and seem to be holding.  The 
incidence of attacks on communities and road convoys, in which lives have been lost, property 
looted or destroyed and cattle rustled are lower. 

August rainfall in Kotido and Moroto Districts benefited vegetation growth, improving livestock 
access to pasture and fodder, which are in adequate supply.  The rains also replenished ground 
water sources, increasing availability of water for human and livestock use.  The presence of 
livestock in the region enables access to milk for households owning animals, especially for the 
young and elderly.  Milk makes an especially critical contribution to the diet in this period when 
many people have limited food stocks due to much below normal production over the course of 
the past two seasons. 

A rapid assessment of the status of crops in the western and southern parts of Moroto dis was 
carried out 9/10 September by a team of WFP, ADRA, Food Aid Monitors, Local community 
leaders and members of the Food Management Committees.  And the sub-counties of 
Nakapiripirit, Kakomongole, Namalu and Iriri. Most of the parishes were either harvesting maize, 
beans, pumpkins, groundnuts, tomatoes or sorghum. 

As a result WFP has phased out food distribution in the four parishes (out of seven) of Namalu 
that realised good harvests. Nakapiripirit and Kakomonole sub-counties and Tepeth parish and 
Aleklek village in Iriiri sub-county received half ration in August and were phased out in 
September- Aleklek remained on half ration in September. 

By the beginning of September, nearly seventy-five percent or almost 7,000 metric tons, had 
been received for the World Food Programme's Emergency Operation (EMOP) 6235 for 
Karamoja thereby helping the agency to meet a major part of food needs for drought affected 
population in that region.  As household food stocks in Kotido and Moroto remain low, WFP plans 
to extend and expand EMOP 6235 (feeding 160,000 in Kotido and Moroto) for six months beyond 



its original ending date of September 2000.  This expanded program is projected to support about 
200,000 people (almost fifty percent of the combined population of Kotido and Moroto.) 

And subsequent to its nutritional and food security assessment of Kotido District in May, OXFAM 
(GB) is considering a follow up later this year to monitor the population's conditions after the 
"hunger period," (May to August). The NGO is currently consulting with other humanitarian 
organizations, including Médecins Sans Frontières/Switzerland (MSF/S), to explore ways of 
carrying out a joint assessment to cover a wider geographical area, including parts of Moroto 
District. The results of such a follow-up assessment would help to evaluate the effectiveness of 
humanitarian responses and guide future programs in Karamoja. 

AGENCIES STRUGGLE WITH ONGOING INSECURITY IN GULU AND KITGUM 

The security situation remains fluid in Gulu and Kitgum, with a number of reported fatal attacks, 
some resulting in several deaths and injuries and abductions. The presence of the Lords 
Resistance Army (LRA) rebels is still high and their movement in both districts has been constant 
throughout the reporting period. Fortunately, nature is kinder as reports indicate a promising 
harvest. 

Since the entry of the rebels last December, there has been a lot of unrest in the district in 
general. There seems to be a sense of fear that the pattern of rebels approach and attacks have 
changed. Unlike in the past, where they would loot and abduct civilians for carrying looted 
properties, they seem to kill more of  people abducted. It's also believed that the rebels have 
resorted to burning IDP settlements and even killing quite a number, in a bid to discourage them 
staying in the camps. As a result, IDPs have been made to move back and forth their original 
homes (for those who children are left in the camps to attend school in the displaced camp 
schools.  

Presently there is a lot of fresh food in the markets indicating the availability of food at household 
level. The approximate length of time this harvest will serve the population is however not yet 
established. The northern part of district (Lamwo County), for example, which has 7 out of the 8 
displaced camps, has experienced relative peace as compared to the rest of the district thus 
offering a conducive atmosphere for cultivation. However, the situation still remains unpredictable 
as the slightest movement of rebels serves to disrupt the people's activities.  

The refugees in Achol-pii have little access to land. However, those who have stayed in the 
camps for a long time have been able to integrate with the host community and have managed to 
negotiate for some land with them. Some refugees have gone into business.  

During the reporting period, UNHCR recruited a medical doctor for the Achol-pii settlement in 
Kitgum. An agreement was also signed with Kalongo Hospital for serving as an additional referral 
point for refugees.  The National Immunisation Programme  was carried-out successfully by the 
implementing partner International Rescue Committee (IRC) in the settlement. Further, 9 refugee 
teachers who had been trained at the Kitgum Core PTC were absorbed in Agago Primary School. 

August saw the education sector boosted by NRC's completion of 11 permanent schools (44 
classrooms); construction of 287 temporary classrooms benefiting 6,000 pupils; training of 140 
teachers and 32 tutors (training of 160 teachers ongoing); supply of 784 school desks. The Gulu 
Orthopaedic Workshop programme (under AVSI) fitted 15 amputees with prosthesis; 22 prothesis 
were produced; distributed 6 wheelchairs and followed up 17 people after discharge, all in August 
2000. Up to September 2000, the programme has identified 750 amputees in north Uganda: 
among these 224 are landmine victims. And since July 1998 to end of August, 227 patients have 
been assisted. 

DROUGHT WATCH 

Country food security promising 

FEWS NET reports that food security conditions in most of Uganda continue to be adequate 
following the first season harvest in June through August except in Kotido and Moroto Districts 
(Karamoja Region) that have a single crop harvest, which began in September and will be lower 



than normal.  Many households in the two districts remain highly food insecure and require food 
aid. (WFO is currently feeding 160,000 in both districts - see Karamoja story). 

The second rainy season, which started in August and is predicted to end by October, is fully 
established in most eastern and central districts, benefiting agricultural and livestock activities. 
Ample soil moisture is available for healthy crop development in most districts.   

Nearly seventy-five percent of the national cereal crop was sowed by the end of August while 
bean sowing was complete, according to District Extension personnel and the Investment in 
Developing Export Agriculture (IDEA) Project.  If rains cease early as predicted for many districts 
of Uganda, long-maturing cereal crops may be affected resulting in reduced production.  

Dry conditions in parts of western and southwestern Uganda limit cultivation and farming activities 
in these parts are not expected to begin until after the start of the rainy season in mid-September 
in the regions' major season.  It is still too early in the season to predict crop performance or 
harvest levels. 

Prolonged dry conditions in southwestern and central Uganda's "cattle corridor" limits livestock 
access to pastures and water, which are expected to improve with onset of second season rains. 

ADF PRESENCE CONTINUES IN RWENZORI REGION 

WFP suspends food relief for a month 

Permanent movement of IDPs back to home village areas is going very slowly though in Nyahuka 
there appears to be an increase in daily movement of IDPs to their fields.  Planting is occurring 
and the rains have been good.  However, food is scarce in the markets at this time with some 
significant price increases witnessed for beans, cassava and matooke.   

Due to inflated population figures in IDP camps, ICRC suspended distribution of non-food items 
(not life saving) to camps until the IDP numbers are verified and reflect a true picture of the 
number of IDPs. WFP also suspended food distributions for a month to all but the most needy 
camps, mainly due to the sensitive issue of selling of relief food (maize grain). 

Meanwhile, humanitarian agencies continue their assistance to the District. In August OXFAM 
delivered sanitation materials, distributed 1,012 jerrycans and a buckets and bars of soap. They 
also carried out hygiene education in the district. ActionAid built 16 learning centres, completed 
the project providing water to Bundibugyo town and built 20 VIP latrines in different camps. 
MSF/F is still literally holding the health sector together in Bundibugyo Hospital and Nyahuka 
Health Centre, providing therapeutic feeding and supporting the immunisation ward in 
Bundibugyo Hospital. It is working on improving the referral system between Nyahuka and 
Bundibugyo Hospital. MSF/F has also built a washing bay near the Hospital and an incinerator, 
and is working on basic sanitation in Nyahuka health centre, including clearing of rubbish. 
UNICEF is continuing to support Action Aid and World Harvest Mission Gravity flow water 
schemes and is still working with Bundibugyo District Water officials to construct latrines. UNICEF 
is to deliver a compost accelerating enzyme to assist, on a trial basis, Bundibugyo Municipal 
Council to deal with the problem of human waste accumulation in pit latrines.  Further, UNICEF is 
continuing to support Action Aid in the construction of temporary learning centers.  To date, 12 of 
these have been completed with another 24 planned for completion before end of the year. 

Rebel activity appears to have increased in Bundibugyo with more than half a dozen attacks on 
different IDP camps over the past month.  Security has significantly worsened in Hoima and 
Kibaale.  Hoima experienced the gruesome murder of a number of civilians in mid-August and 
has suffered at least two different attacks since then, including one attack on a refugee camp.  
Mubende District was the site of another UPDF-ADF encounter when the UPDF ambushed the 
ADF and taken a significant turn for the worse in Hoima and Kibaale. 

In contrast, over three dozen former ADF rebels have passed out from the Give Me a Chance 
rehabilitation/resettlement camp in Kasese.  The former rebels spent a month at the site receiving 
some skills training as well as political education and military reorientation. 



There was a Cholera outbreak in Kabutabule camp with 15 cases admitted to hospital and reports 
of four deaths. Congestion in the camp is still a problem, so humanitarian actors and the 
Bundibugyo District Officials continue to sensitize the people and also to clean up the area as a 
preventive measure. 

In Kabarole, there was no population movement caused by rebel activities, though two incidents 
were reported in Kibaale and Mwenge counties. There are still 11,161 IDPs in nine camps. The 
major health problems in these camps are malaria cough, worm infection and abdominal 
disorders yet drugs and medical attention remain inadequate and serious illnesses have to be 
taken to the nearest government health unit. 

Agencies in humanitarian work include OXFAM (which concentrates on water and sanitation); 
FAO (distributes farm inputs - seeds and agricultural tools to 4,020 households in August, 
targeting IDPs, returnees and drought affected families); ICRC (which supports a health centre 
and also distributed farm inputs). 

Security seems to have improved in Kasese and no rebel activity was reported in the reporting 
period. There are however still 25,000 IDPs - most reported to be living with relatives and friends, 
who need assistance. Agencies which carried out activities in the reporting period include SCF 
which distributed 920 jerrycans, 460 buckets and 460 bars of soap, jerrycans, buckets and soap 
and FAO (distributed farm inputs - seeds and agricultural tools to 4,020 households in August, 
targeting IDPs, returnees and drought affected families. OXFAM dealt with sanitation in the 
camps. 

CHOLERA UPDATE 

A total of 3291 cases with 172 deaths have been reported since the beginning of 2000, giving a 
Case Fatality Rate (CFR) of 5.23%. During the reporting period - last week of August - a total of 
167 cases and 5 deaths were reported in Kasese, Arua and Nebbi. During the reporting week, 
Kampala and Bushenyi reported no new cases. No report was received from other districts in 
central region and Bundibugyo. Eastern region still remains the only region with no cases since 
the year began. 

Short Note: 429 CHILDREN STILL MISSING 

In August, GUSCO received 26 children rescued by the UPDF military and parents. Between  
January and August 2000, 236 (boys 229, girls 7) formerly abducted children (FAC) received. 
While in rehabilitation centres FAC undergo a series of counselling, including HIV/AIDS 
awareness that help them adjust their life to the present condition. When the children reunite with 
their parents they are given basic vocational training in various disciplines including, tailoring, 
carpentry and joinery, masonry and bicycle repairs. Some of the FAC receive informal education 
in basic numeracy and literacy skills, primary agriculture skills, and agro-forestry. Some are also 
helped to gain admission into basic education - primary and secondary school.  

NOTE: Since January 2000, UNICEF has registered 429 children who have been abducted and 
not returned. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Rwenzori Coordination Meeting 

29 Sept. 2000, 11 am, Department for Disaster Preparedness, 5th Fl. Conference room, Regular 
coordination meeting attended by District officials, MPs, NGOs, UN and IOs.   

Karamoja Coordination Committee 

30 Sept. 2000, 1100 -1300, WFP 2nd Floor Conference Room, Ruth Towers. FOR DETAILS, 
CONTACT  OCHA. 

LACK OF FUNDS FRUSTRATE AMNESTY COMMISSION 

Over 2866 refugees, former rebels of the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA), currently in Nairobi have 
expressed interest in returning to Uganda under the Amnesty Act. However, the group's return, 



which is being overseen by the Amnesty Commission, is being hindered by lack of funds. The 
Amnesty Commission has also received 300 applications from prisoners currently detained in 
Luzira and it expects the numbers of those seeking amnesty to swell. 

The Amnesty Commission was set up under the Amnesty Act, enacted on January 17 2000 after 
President gave his assent. The Amnesty Commission members and the Demobilisation and 
Resettlement Team (DRT) were sworn in on 22 June. The budget for the Commission was 
initially estimated at Ug Shs 7.5 billion, and Government was committed to paying Shs 1bn. The 
shortfall is expected to come from donors. However, the initial budget was revised and it 
increased to 10.5bn. Government is still committed to contribute 1bn, to which it has paid a 
fraction and the shortfall of Shs 9.5bn is to come from donors. 

Government's contribution is basically to set up office for the Commission and this includes the 
office premise, salaries and allowances for staff, transport (especially for the demobilisation and 
resettlement staff), and other logistics. 

The Contributions from donors is expected, for example, to cover the resettlement packages for 
those granted amnesty. These include initial accommodation, counseling and general upkeep for 
a period of time before resettling them. And in resettling and reintegrating them into the 
community, they need hard cash for about three months, food, medical care, basic shelter and 
tools, some need to be put back into schools, others need training or agricultural inputs to enable 
them earn a living. Further, there is need to consider the community into which former rebels are 
resettled. Thus projects benefiting the whole community have to initiated. 

The International Organisation for Migration (IOM) is at the forefront in aiding the Commission to 
implement the Amnesty Act. This is mainly because IOM is an inter-governmental organisation 
perceived to be neutral and has extensive experience in several countries including Sudan and 
Uganda. It also ties in with IOM's mandate, which is to move, resettle and reintegrate people. 
Currently IOM has formulated a project proposal for the Amnesty Commission to implement. The 
proposal still has to be reviewed by concerned districts so that it is comprehensive. The 
document will also be for resource mobilisation for the Commission. (Note: IOM also deals with all 
those willing to return under the Amnesty Act in Sudan, Kenya, etc. and other refugees) 

Ideally, people are to be resettled in their home districts/areas. This means that there has to be a 
lot of sensitisation of people in the affected areas. Luckily, the idea of amnesty came from the 
people of Acholi (Gulu and Kitgum), an area dogged by the Lord's Resistance Army atrocities for 
over 13 years and these people will be more receptive to the sensitisation on resettlement of 
former rebels. However, the current inability to repatriate and resettle the Nairobi based ex-
combatants does not augur well for the Amnesty Act. 

The Amnesty Act caters mainly for people actively engaged in combat against government; 
people aiding those actively engaged in combat against government and people who have done 
any acts related to rebellion against the government. The Act also covers those in legal custody 
and whose cases are still pending. 

When a person applies for amnesty, investigations are carried out and if found suitable, an 
amnesty certificate is processed the applicant, before the resettlement process begins. Part of 
IOM's role is to disseminate information on the Amnesty in Kenya and Sudan. Currently, IOM has 
set up base in Juba where "returnees" will report, get registered and classified. This information is 
then sent to the Amnesty Commission. IOM also gives pre-departure Counselling on what the 
returnees are to expect, it also hands them over to various agencies that will counsel and resettle 
them. They involve community leaders and civil society so that returnees are not perceived as 
privileged. 

The Amnesty Act - which is on a six-month extension after expiring on 17 July  - expires in mid-
December 2000, but there is provision for more extension. 

FINANCIAL TRACKING OF 2000 CAP APPEAL 



As of 16 August 2000, some US$ 10,427,857 or 38% had been pledged out of total appeal 
requirements of US$ 27,414,380, by 16 August 2000. This means US$16,986, 523 or 62% 
remain as unmet requirements. 

Below is the breakdown of donations to the various UN agencies as of 16 August 2000 (The 
figures are in US$) 

FAO - of the total appeal requirements 2,115,000, the pledged amount is 250,000 or 11.8%, 
leaving unmet requirements of 1,865,000. 

IOM - total appeal requirements were 393,000 and no contributions as yet, leaving an unmet gap 
of 393,000 

OCHA - total pledges were 791,230 and amount pledged so far is 113,830 representing 14.4%, 
leaving a gap of 677,400. 

UNDP - total appeal requirements are 710,000 and pledges so far are 117,509 or 16.6%, leaving 
a gap of 592,491 

UNFPA - total appeal was 440,350, pledges so far are zero, leaving unmet requirements of 
440350 

UNHCR  - of the total appeal requirements, pledged amount is 9,071,150 or 46.2%,  leaving a 
gap of 10,571,650 

UNICEF - total appeal requirements, 3,066,000, pledged amount so far is 875,368 or 28.6%, 
leaving a gap of 2,190,632. 

WHO - total appeal requirements of 256,000, no pledges so far, leaving unmet requirements of 
256,000.  

WFP - total appeal was 39,613,345, pledges as of July 18 are 8,714,935 or 22% leaving a gap of 
30,898,410 

NOTE: website is,  www.reliefweb.int 

RESOURCES 

Older people in disasters and humanitarian crises: Guidelines for best practice. Published by 
HelpAge International, London UK, 2000. 

World Disasters Report 2000:  Focus on public health. Published by The International Federation 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, Geneva, Switzerland. 

Uganda Post-Conflict Reconstruction (country Case Study Series). Published by  The World 
Bank, Washington D.C., U.S.A. 

An Introduction to the Food Economy Research in Southern Sudan, 1994-2000. Published by 
World Food Programme and Save the Children (UK) 

Global Humanitarian Assistance 2000. (An Independent Report Commissioned by the IASC from 
Development Initiatives May 2000). Published by The Inter-Agency Standing Committee Office 
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, Geneva Switzerland 

Striving for Peace - Preparations for the Amnesty in Northern Uganda. Discussion Paper No.10, 
August 2000. Published by African Rights, London. 

Public Health in Complex Emergencies Training - to take place in Entebbe, Uganda, November 
19-December 2, 2000.  Exact venue to be communicated. For electronic copy of brochure and 
application form, please contact OCHA. 

For more information on the course, please contact; 

Lorna Stevens, Director, Health Training 
International Rescue Committee 
122 East 42nd Street 



New York, NY  10168 
Tel: 212-551-3005; Fax: 212-551-3185 
email: lorna@intrescom.org 



 



THE CONTENTS OF THIS UPDATE DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT THE VIEWS OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS. SOURCES FOR THE UPDATE INCLUDE GOVERNMENT, UN, NGOS, 
DONORS, IOS AND NEWS AGENCIES.    

For more information or to contribute to the Humanitarian Update - Uganda, please 
contact: 

UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)  
15 A Clement Hill Road 
Ruth Towers B6  
P.O. Box 7184 
Kampala, Uganda 

Tel: +256 (41) 349808/10 
Fax: +256 (41) 349809 
Email:  OCHA.Kampala@wfp.org 

 


