
Egypt’s most preeminent center of Islamic 

learning”. 

 

Libya 

On 22 December 2011, the European Union 

(EU) unfroze all assets of the Central Bank of 

Libya and the Libyan Arab Foreign Bank, 

according to Reuters. In a separate article, 

Reuters reports that port workers in Tripoli 

went on strike 01 January to demand better 

working conditions and government invest-

ment to repair damage caused by war and dec-

ades of decrepitude that pre-dates the conflict. 

According to Reuters, JBC Energy analysts 

expect the rebound in Libya’s oil output to 

continue slowly during 2012, reaching 1.2 

million barrels per day (bpd) on average, com-

pared to 0.9 million bpd at present. A separate 

Reuters article reports that global oil compa-

nies that signed contracts with Moammar Gad-

dafi’s regime are concerned about possible 

revisions under the new regime. According to 

the National, Libya requires dramatic expan-

sion of every aspect of the economy from 

banking to infrastructure in order to prepare 

for its rise as a North African economic pow-

er. Reuters reports that Libya will supply four 

major European trading houses with crude oil 

in 2012. This is a break from the previous 

policy by which Libya’s state oil company 

only sold crude to refiners in the region. 

 

Mauritania 

The EU and the Mauritanian government are 

undecided on renewing the bilateral fishing 

pact as a result of disagreement about how 

Mauritania ought to be compensated, accord-

ing to the EU. The article, published by FIS, 

states that the fisheries agreement is the most 

important one for the EU fleet. The FishSite 

News Desk reports that the Saudi National 

Prawn Company (NPC) and the Islamic Cor-

poration for the Development of the Private 

Sector (ICD) (the private sector arm of the 

Islamic Development Bank Group (IDB)) 

Algeria 

A 
ccording to Reuters, senior govern-

ment official Mohamed Seghir Babes 

conducted a presidential review of 

Algeria’s economic and social concerns. He 

stated, “Demands for radical changes are 

huge. People want to see a new way of gov-

ernance” in Algeria, the article reports. Alge-

ria, which supplies approximately one-fifth of 

Europe’s imported gas, launched a five-year 

development plan worth USD 286 billion to 

boost the economy.  

 

Egypt 

According to Bikya Masr, Egypt’s economy 

grew only 0.2% in the first quarter of the cur-

rent 2011/2012 fiscal year. During the week of 

27 December, the Egyptian pound reached a 

seven-year low, according to al Masry al 

Youm. Reuters reports that Egypt’s prime min-

ister asked the Group of Eight countries (G8) 

to free up USD billions in undelivered aid 

promised under an initiative to support coun-

tries of the Arab Spring in September 2011. 

The support largely in the form of loans was 

to delivered in return for commitments Egypt 

would purse democratic reforms. The Interna-

tional Business Times (IBS) reports that the 

Egyptian economy is on the threshold of cri-

sis. 

 

As ousted President Hosni Mubarak’s trial 

resumes in Cairo, prosecutors are calling for 

his transfer to a prison south of the capital, 

according to al Arabiya. It costs the Egyptian 

state EGP 500,000 (USD 82,000) each time he 

is transported via helicopter from the hospital 

where he is currently housed to the site of the 

trial. 

 

According to al Masry al Youm, officials at Al

-Azhar mosque have completed a draft law to 

guarantee the financial and administrative 

independence of the institution from the Egyp-

tian state. The article states that “Al-Azhar is 
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SUBMIT AN RFI OR RECOMMEND REPORT TOPICS TO THE MEDITERRANEAN BASIN TEAM:  
In order to meet the growing demand for information regarding the dynamic, complex events in Libya specifically and North 
Africa generally, the CFC has begun publishing special reports on the region in addition to our weekly newsletters. Please send 
your recommendations for future report topics or requests for information (RFIs) to: mediterranean@cimicweb.org.  

Algeria 

T 
here are at least three legal Islamist parties active in 

Algeria, with another waiting for approval under the 

December 2011 law that makes it easier to form a 

political party, according to the Associated Press (AP). A 

separate AP article reports that the Movement for a Peaceful 

Society (MSPA), a moderate Islamist party, left Algeria’s 

governing presidential coalition on 01 January 2012. 

Legislative elections in Algeria are planned for April 2012. 

MSPA leader Abou Soltani expressed concerns that the 

governing coalition was attempting to empty “the political 

reforms of their substance in the name of partisan interests” 

instead of cooperating to make the reforms work in the interest 

of the Algerian people. Reuters reports the MSPA will 

continue its work to reform the Algerian constitution. 

According to Reuters, it is unlikely that Islamist parties will 

win a majority during 2012 elections.  
 

Egypt 

According to Press TV, in the second round of parliamentary 

elections for seats in the People’s Assembly (Egypt’s lower 

house) on 14 December 2011, the Freedom and Justice Party 

won 36.5% of the vote, and al-Nour party won 28.8%. The 

article reports that deadly violence broke out in Egypt after the 

elections. In addition, according to al Masry al Youm, isolated 

violence and voting irregularities were reported. By 22 

December 2011, Reuters reports, the clashes in Cairo calmed. 

However, on 26 December 2011, Egyptian protesters 

demonstrated in the Abbasiyah district of Cairo, demanding an 

end to Supreme Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF) rule and 

prosecution of its members, according to Press TV. Voting in 

the third round of parliamentary elections took place on 03 

January 2012, reports Reuters. Al Arabiya reports that Egypt’s 

ruling military body, the SCAF, issued a decree on 01 January 

to hasten the conclusion of parliamentary elections after deadly 

clashes in Cairo in December increased pressure for a quicker 

transition to civilian control. The decree moved final run-off 

elections for the upper house of parliament from 12 March 

2012 to 22 February 2012. According to the Washington Post, 

Egyptians are divided, with some supporting the SCAF and 

others protesting the interim governing authority. According to 

a separate al Arabiya article, on 01 January 2012 state-run 

newspaper al-Ahram reported that the session for presidential 

candidature applications will open in April 2012, following the 

public referendum on the new constitution. 
 

Deposed former President Hosni Mubarak’s trial, which 

opened on 03 August 2011, resumed in Cairo on 02 January 

2012, reports al Arabiya. Mubarak faces charges of murder 

and corruption. The prosecutions phase of the trial is set to last 

three days, the article reports. According to al Masry al Youm, 

the Cairo Criminal Court intend to issue a verdict by March 

2012. 
 

Libya 

The National Transitional Council (NTC), Libya’s interim 

governing body, published a draft law online on 01 January 

2012, according to Reuters. The law bans Libyans with ties to 

Moammar Gaddafi and academics who wrote about Gaddafi’s 

“Green Book” from running in Libyan elections. The law, 

expected to be finalised within a month, codifies the process 

for electing a national assembly responsible for writing 

Libya’s new constitution. According to Asharq Alawsat, 

Chairman of Tripoli’s Revolutionist Council Abdullah Nakir 

said he intends to announce the establishment of a political 

party in mid-January 2012. The formation of the political party 

symbolises the revolutionaries’ wish to participate in political 

and partisan life in the new Libya. The name of the new 

political party has not yet been announced, the article reports. 

According to Middle East Online, in the final communique 

issued after a conference of the “Union of Thwars in Libya”, 

the revolutionaries (or thwars) who fought against former 

leader Moammar Gaddafi are demanding 40% representation 

in the NTC. The Union of Thwars in Libya claim to represent 

the views of up to 70% of the anti-Gaddafi fighters. According 

to the Tripoli Post, Libya’s Muslim Brotherhood formed a 

political party and will run in the general elections in June. The 

article reports that the leaders of the new party claim to be 

administratively and organisationally independent from the the 

Libyan Muslim Brotherhood with its objective being to work 
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signed a USD 1 billion deal to provide advisory services on 

aquaculture to Mauritania, including an alliance between the 

NPC and Al-Rajhi International Investment Company (RAII) 

and the ICD. 
 

Morocco 
Reuters reports that Morocco’s economic growth in the third 

quarter of 2011 is up from the second quarter but still below 

the full-year target as a result of shrinking mining and tourism 

activity. A press release from PRNewswire stated that a new 

bill approved by President Obama allows US program assis-

tance to Morocco to be used in Western Sahara for the first 

time. According to the Australian Broadcasting Company, 

Pura Vida, a Western Australian oil explorer, says Morocco 

could become one of the world’s next major oil and gas prov-

inces. 
 

Tunisia 
Reuters reports that the Tunisian government has approved a 

2012 budget that is 7.5% higher than the previous year’s budg-

et. The budget includes a forecast for 4.5 per cent economic 

expansion in 2012, up from earlier forecasts. A separate Reu-

ters article reports that the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

expects real GDP growth of 3.9 per cent in 2012 after a flat 

2011. 
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towards a civil state that has an Islamic reference. 
 

Mauritania 

According to Magharebia, Mauritanian Islamists do not enjoy 

the same popularity in their country as Islamist parties in 

Tunisia and Morocco. However, the Mauritanian Islamist party 

Tawassoul and the Islamist movement in Mauritania are 

seeking a role in political life. A separate article by 

Magharebia reports that the Mauritanian authorities approved 

the creation of a monitoring body called the National 

Independent Electoral Commission (CENI) to ensure an 

independent and transparent electoral process. Its members 

will be appointed by consensus between the ruling majority 

and opposition parties. 

 

Morocco 

The 13th Conference of the Polisario Front took place in 

Tifariti in Western Sahara (claimed by Morocco) on 15 

December 2011, according to Prensa Latina. The Polisario 

Front is a political separatist group that has fought for 

independence of the Western Sahara (or Arab Sahrawi 

Democratic Republic) since 1975. Elsewhere in Morocco, 

protests of the 20 February movement broke out in several 

major Moroccan cities in late December, according to Press 

TV. Reuters reports that the Islamist group Al-Adl wal Ihsane, 

thought to be the main force of opposition against the 

Moroccan monarchy, suspended its participation in the 20 

February protest movement. King Mohammed VI will 

announce new cabinet members, including 28 ministers, on 03 

January, according to Reuters. According to EuroAlert.net, the 

European Commission (EC) adopted a new regional 

programme to promote political and democratic support in the 

Southern Neighbourhood, beginning in Morocco and Tunisia.  

 

Tunisia 

Al Arabiya reports that President Moncef Marzouki of Tunisia 

was sworn in on 13 December 2011. According to Reuters, on 

14 December 2011, President Marzouki appealed to the 

Tunisian people to call a six-month political truce and a 

moratorium on strikes and protests in order to allow the new 

government to draw up the new constitution and prepare for 

new elections. On 23 December, Tunisia’s constituent 

assembly approved Tunisia’s new government, according to al 

Jazeera. Reuters reports that President Marzouki said his 

country would extradite former Libyan prime minister Al-

Baghdadi Ali al-Mahmoudi to Tripoli if Libya guaranteed him 

a fair trial. Mahmoudi was prime minister from 2006 to 2011 

when he fled to Tunisia and faces charges of abuse of office. A 

separate Reuters article reports that Marzouki was a political 

prisoner under ousted president Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali. He 

was elected president as part of a power-sharing deal with the 

moderate Islamist party Ennahda. Ennahda won Tunisia’s first 

democratic election in October 2011. Ennahda’s Hamadi Jbeli 

will serve as prime minister, the most powerful position in 

Tunisia. According to Middle East Online, Tunisians have 

expressed dissatisfaction and disapproval of Ennahda’s new 

government. 
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Egypt 

S 
ecurity forces in Egypt raided offices of 17 local and 

foreign civil society organisations as part of an 

investigation into foreign funding, reports Reuters. Two 

of the groups were prominent US-based, pro-democracy 

groups. Human Rights Watch (HRW) and other human rights 

organisations have expressed their concern about reports of 

attacks against non-governmental organisations (NGO) in 

Egypt. The groups believe the move against NGOs is being 

carried out by the Egyptian Supreme Council of the Armed 

Forces (SCAF) in an attempt to “silence voices critical of on-

going human rights violations”.   
 

An Egyptian administrative court ruled on 27 December that 

so-called “virginity tests” on women in the custody of the 

military are illegal and a “criminal offense”, reports the New 

York Times. However a military court on 03 January adjourned 

the case until 14 January, reports al Masry al Youm. The 

military prosecutor changed the charge from “serious sexual 

assault” to “public indecency” and “not following orders”. 

HRW stated that there is an escalating pattern of verbal and 

sexual assault against female protestors. According to National 

Public Radio (NPR), an image showing a young women being 

dragged and beaten by Egyptian military during the protest, 

referred to as “the girl in the blue bra”, has become a visual 

symbol of abuse of power by the military.  
 

Libya 

A United Nations three-person panel indicated they were 

encouraged by Libya’s government officials who seem 

committed to addressing alleged human rights abuses during 

the conflict. A HRW investigator met with Saif al-Islam, the 

second-oldest son of the late Moammar Gaddafi. Saif is 

wanted by the International Criminal Court (ICC); however, 

the Libyan government wants to try Saif for his crimes in 

Libya. As of 30 December, Saif had no legal representation.    

 

Morocco 

The Moroccan government is increasing funding for medical 

care for those living in poverty, reports Magharebia. The 

medical services are expected to benefit 8.5 million people 

living below the poverty line, to include prisoners, orphans and 

homeless people.   

 

Migration 

The EU has provided the International Organization for 

Migration (IOM) with EUR 9.9 million for a three-year 

program to establish “preconditions necessary to support 

transition processes and promote sustainable recoveries in 

Egypt, Tunisia and Libya”. In Libya, IOM will focus on 

strengthening the labour market through human capital 

development and regular migration. In Egypt and Tunisia, 

IOM will seek to support governmental and non-governmental 

efforts to reduce irregular migration and assist communities 

coping with an influx of migrants returning from Libya. 

Amnesty International called on Tunisian authorities to allow 

asylum-seekers to enter Tunisia through border crossings and 
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D 
efence ministers from the “5 + 5” Mediterranean Dia-

logue Group met for the first time in December since 

regime changes occurred across most of North Africa, 

reports Agence France Presse (AFP). The aim of the meeting 

was to bring together defence ministers from each of the ten 

countries (Spain, France, Italy, Malta, Portugal, Algeria, Lib-

ya, Tunisia, Morocco and Mauritania) to address security is-

sues in the region, with a special focus on Al Qaeda in the Is-

lamic Maghreb (AQIM) activities and the influx of weapons 

from Libya. The group also addressed the issue of ransom pay-

ments funding terrorist groups, reports Magharebia.  

 

Disarmament in Libya 

The International Crisis Group’s report “Holding Libya To-

gether: Security Challenges after Gaddafi” discusses the secu-

rity situation in relation to the large number of local forces and 

militias which have remained intact following the fall of Gad-

dafi. The report states there are over a hundred militia groups 

and over 125,000 Libyans are armed. A related Integrated Re-

gional Information Networks (IRIN) report states that analysts 

and former rebels claim a mistrust of Libya’s interim admin-

istration will likely deter revolutionary fighters from agreeing 

to disarm. On 25 December, the Libyan government an-

nounced a plan to re-integrate 75,000 disparate militias into the 

army, police force or regular work force. 

 

Al Qaeda 

According to United Press International (UPI), senior British 

officials believe al Qaeda’s core leadership in Pakistan is mov-

ing to North Africa, partly due to targeted losses caused by US 

drone attacks in northern Pakistan. Jason Burke, an expert on 

al Qaeda, states that “It is unclear whether the move from West 

Asia to North Africa is prompted by a desire for greater securi-

ty […] or part of a strategic attempt to exploit the aftermath of 

the Arab Spring”. The Tribune reports that al Qaeda has sent 

some of its members to Libya to recruit a fighting force. US 

officials also confirmed that al Qaeda was urging its affiliate, 

AQIM, to “infiltrate Libya in an attempt to drum up extremist 

activities”. Western governments have concerns that extremist 

groups will try to exploit instability in the country following 

Gaddafi’s overthrow. There is also concern about these groups 

gaining access to surface-to-air missiles, reports the Tribune.  

 

A newly-reported AQIM splinter group called Jamat Tawhid 

wal Jihad fi Garbi Afriqqiya (Movement for Oneness and Ji-

had in West Africa - MOJWA) has emerged, reports Maghare-

bia. The new group is led by Mauritanian national Hamada 

Ould Mohamed Kheirou (alias Abou Qumqum). Terrorism 

analysts suspect that heightened security co-operation in the 

Sahel may have weakened cohesion within AQIM. Additional-

ly, it is believed that young terrorists may have started to revolt 

against the perceived unilateral authority of AQIM, mirroring 

broader changes in Arab Spring countries. The splinter group 

is not following traditional Sahel terrorists’ practices of focus-

ing efforts solely on foreigners. Though MOJWA claimed 

credit for kidnapping three Europeans in Algeria, the group 

says that both westerners and local soldiers can be kidnapped 

and killed. Magharebia reports that there is concern that these 

new younger groups may rashly kill their victims rather than 

wait on hostage negotiations, and they may also seek to make a 

name for themselves by committing headline-catching horrific 

acts. Mauritania issued international arrest warrants on 28 De-

cember against four alleged terrorists, reports AFP. Three of 

the Mauritanian suspects are accused of links to AQIM, with 

one being the reported leader of the MOJWA. The fourth was 

charged with financing and sharing intelligence with terror 

groups in the Sahel.  

 

Drug Trafficking 

Moroccan, Algerian and Mauritanian security agencies cooper-

ated through information exchange to dismantle a major mon-

ey laundering network involved in drug trafficking, reports 

Magharebia. The Libyan government reported to Arabic news 

source Asharq Al-awsat that the Libyan military prevented the 

smuggling of 500 tons of narcotics into Libya from Algeria 

during the last week of December. 

 

Algeria 

Algerian troops entered Mali to conduct a joint operation to 

combat terrorism and groups affiliated with al-Qaeda, reports 

AFP. It is unknown how long the operation is expected to last 

or how many Algerian troops crossed the border. El Khabar 

reports that Algerian military forces continued with a large-

scale operation to intercept traffickers of Libyan weapons. On 

28 December, Algerian security services dismantled an arms 

trafficking ring, arrested 12 suspects from Algeria, Mali and 

Niger, and uncovered large quantities of Libyan weapons and 

ammunition.  

 

Egypt 

Al Jazeera reported that, on 16 December, several hundred 

peaceful protestors staged a sit-in outside parliament, yet the 

protests soon turned violent as soldiers began to beat protes-

tors. Witnesses told the Associated Press (AP) that military 

police openly beat female protestors while men and women 

dragged into detention were subjected to electric shock. On 20 

December, the Telegraph reported that nine of the 13 people 

killed in the anti-military clashes in Cairo died of gunshot 

wounds, while another died in detention after suffering head 

trauma. The Supreme Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF) 

denied it had ordered the use of force against protesters.  

 

Sudan and South Sudan 

The Sudanese army reported that it killed Ibrahim Khalil, lead-
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to give them access to UN officials in order to establish their 

refugee status.  

 

Food Insecurity 

UN agencies, NGOs and governments estimate 6 million 

people in Niger, 2.9 million in Mali, 700,000 in Mauritania 

and over two million in Burkina Faso are highly vulnerable to 

food insecurity as well as malnutrition and impoverishment. 

Aid agencies have warned donors to act now in order to avert a 

pending humanitarian crisis.  
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M 
iddle East Online reports that National Geographic 

and al Arabiya magazine are collaborating to raise 

awareness of the Middle East’s rich scientific and 

cultural heritage. The magazines will work together to develop 

and publish a book that will promote the achievements from 

the ‘Golden Age’ of Muslim civilization and underscore their 

important contributions to the foundations of the modern 

world. 

 

Algeria 

According to Magharebia, in December, the Algerian 

government approved a 30% increase for pensions equalling 

USD 198.00 and an increase of 28% for payments between 

USD 198.00 to 397.00. The news of a higher pension 

allowance to retired workers came as a relief, as many 

Algerians struggle financially.  

 

Egypt 

Al Masry al Youm reports that the Muslim Brotherhood’s 

political section, the Freedom and Justice Party (FJP) now 

publishes a daily paper. According to the article, the paper 

aims to expand its readership and report on issues beyond the 

FJP. Over 70% of those who work at the Muslim 

Brotherhood’s paper are not affiliated with the FJP. However, 

some outside of the FJP maintain that the paper is ideological 

and attacks other political parties. 

 

The Associated Press (AP) reports that a Coptic Christian 

student was arrested for allegedly posting a drawing of the 

prophet Mohammed on Facebook. The posting of the picture 

on Facebook sparked the burning of Christian homes in Egypt 

and targeted attacks on the student’s home in his village. The 

recent violence against Christians has many Christian 

communities worried about violence against their villages. 

 

The prominent Egyptian blogger accused of attacking soldiers 

during recent deadly protests in Cairo has been released from 

detention after two months, according to the AP. The blogger, 

Alaa Abdel-Fattah, was accused by Egyptian authorities of 

inciting violence and other offenses during the 09 October 

clashes in Tahrir square, known as the Maspero violence, 

which left 27 people dead.  

 

Libya 

On 24 December, Libyans took to the streets to celebrate 

Libya’s independence from the United Kingdom in 1951, 

according to the Tripoli Post. Under Gaddafi, celebrating 

independence from the United Kingdom was prohibited. 

According to the article, celebrations continued long into the 

night. 

 

Mauritania 

Mauritanian scholar Sheikh Abdullah Bin Bayyah was 

recognised recently by the international community as one of 

the most influential Muslims in 2011, reports Magharebia. 

The “Muslim 500”, an annual list of prominent Muslims 

published by the Royal Islamic Strategic Studies Centre in 

Amman Jordan and the Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for 

Muslim-Christian Understanding in Washington DC, lists 

Sheikh Bin Bayyah as the 31st most influential man of 2011. 

Bin Bayyah was recognized for his work “addressing the role 

moderate religious leaders can play in enlightening Muslim 

public opinion about contemporary issues in line with a 

temperate attitude that calls for establishing a culture of peace, 

love and respect for each other.” 

 

Morocco 

A new study raises awareness of the poor job prospects facing 

many young Moroccans, reports Magharebia. The Morocco 

Economic and Social Council (CES) released a report that 

outlines ways authorities in Morocco can support youth in the 

current environment of high unemployment. According to the 

report, two-thirds of the youth in Morocco have been 

unemployed in excess of a year. Additionally, the report 

indicates that available jobs for youth offer low pay, no 

medical insurance and no contract. 
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er of the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM), reports Reu-

ters. JEM is one of the most powerful rebel groups in Darfur. 

Sudanese President Omar Hassan al-Bashir urged JEM fighters 

to cease fighting. Reuters further reports that the South Suda-

nese government said that it had killed George Athor, a rebel 

leader who was considered one the biggest threats to South 

Sudan’s stability. Athor focused operations on remote border 

areas between Jonglei and Upper Nile and was believed to 

have around 2,000 men under his command.    

 

Al Jazeera reports that tens of thousands of villagers in South 

Sudan have fled as a result of tribal conflict. The South Suda-

nese government and the United Nations have said that the 

violence could lead to a “major tragedy”. It is estimated that 

3,000 troops and 800 police will be deployed to the region of 

the conflict, which is located in Jonglei state. According to UN 

reports, ethnic violence, reprisal attacks and cattle raids left 

more than 1,100 people dead and forced 63,000 people from 

their homes during 2011. UN agencies are concerned about 

those hiding in the bush who lack access to water, shelter and 

food. 
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