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North 

Darfur 

 Cereal prices remained high in the main markets of the State, which is unusual for the harvest period.  

 There is a need for the Strategic Grain Reserve to intervene and supply cereals to the markets to curb scarcity and price hikes. 

 The preliminary findings of the Food Security Monitoring System (FSMS) indicate deteriorating food security situation in the State. 

West 

Darfur 
 State Ministry of Agriculture in collaboration with FAO is planning to conduct Post harvest Assessment in the state this week. 

 There Crop and Food Security Assessment Mission (CFSAM) visited WD from 30th Nov-02 December.  The CFSAM team met with 

the food security and livelihood sector members working in agricultural field.  

 State Ministry of Health carried out nutrition surveys in WD in collaboration with NGOs working in the state. 

South 

Darfur 
 The food security situation is stable in most of the localities, following a regular seasonal trend as the groundnuts and sorghum harvest 

is ongoing. However, food prices are on the rise. 

 Recent nutrition surveys results that have been endorsed by state government authorities revealed GAM rates above the global 

emergency threshold (15%) in Adilla, Selea, Kalma (camp), Otash (camp), Al Salam (camp), and Alserif (camp). 

 A meeting between the Nomad community native administration in the southern part of the state and the chiefs of the Dinka Malual in 

South Sudan took place recently to discuss movements of nomads and their herds towards the south.   

Blue Nile 

State: 
 Low crop production and supplies expected as the result of the last conflict between SPLA/n and Government force, which was started 

at the beak of growing season (September 2011). Total cultivated area in Blue Nile State this season is 1,639,844 feddans including 

sorghum, sesame, millet, sunflowers and other crops. 

 Cereal prices and other food commodity prices are high in Damazine market as compared to the same time last year.  

South 

Kordofan 
 Preliminary results of the State Ministry of Agriculture’s crop cutting survey are that the cultivated area under traditional sector was 

reduced to around 50% of the area cultivated last season, due to conflict.     

 Cereal prices have increased by 33percent compared to September prices due to reduced supply and lower expected crop production 

this season. 

 



Sudan Food  Security Update: NORTH DARFUR 

Update – December 2011 

 

Highlights  Cereal prices remained high in the main markets of the State, which is unusual for the harvest period.  

 There is a need for the Strategic Grain Reserve to intervene and supply cereals to the markets to curb scarcity and price hikes. 

 The preliminary findings of the Food Security Monitoring System (FSMS) indicate deteriorating food security situation in the State. 

 

Rainfall /Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices 
Nutrition, Health and Food 

Utilization 
Comments 

 The CFSA findings indicate 

poor cereal production this 

season; most localities of the 

State are expecting cereal 

production that can meet the 

food needs of 2-3 months of 

the year. 

 The low levels of crop 

production in the State this 

season have raised 

expectations for an 

intervention by the Strategic 

Grain Reserve.  

 Currently there is talk of SGR 

intervening with 10,000 MT of 

cereals, however so far little is 

known about the timing, actual 

amount that can be provided, 

and whether it’s for market 

stabilization or free 

distribution. 

 Due to reduced cereal supplies 

from local production grain traders 

are exploring options to bring 

cereals from other Darfur states.   

 Currently there are small scale 

supplies of Indian millet coming 

from Nyala into Fasher market. 

This millet is mostly controlled by 

the Agricultural Bank of Sudan and 

sold at lower price than the local 

millet. 

 It is not yet clear if traders can 

expand supplies to other markets 

of the State, especially the northern 

ones. 

 The relative good production of 

groundnut in south Umkadada 

locality and cereal production in 

Kebkabiya are (particularly Saraf 

Omra) can temporarily offset the 

immediate effects of the poor 

harvest expectations.  

 Cereal prices are increasing 

at the post-harvest period 

instead decreasing at this 

time of the year. 

 To date, livestock prices 

remain high; however in the 

light of very poor pasture 

availability, they are 

expected to plummet in the 

coming dry season (March 

onward). 

 Agricultural related income 

sources have declined this 

season, especially harvesting 

related activities. 

 Nutrition surveys in 

Umkedada, Mellit, Tawila, 

Malha, Shangil Tobayi, 

Fasher town, Kebkabiya, 

Kutum, Saraf Omra, Kuma, 

Abu Shouk, Zamzam and 

Al Salam are ongoing. 

 

 The poor harvest prospects 

this season has led State 

authorities to appeal for the 

intervention of Strategic Grain 

Reserve, details of appeal yet 

to be known, but it indicative 

that the hunger season will 

begin earlier and last longer in 

North Darfur. 

 The preliminary findings of the 

Comprehensive Food Security 

Assessment (CFSA) and the 

Food Security Monitoring 

System (FSMS) indicate 

deteriorating food security 

situation in the State. 



Sudan Food  Security Update: WEST DARFUR 

Updated – December 2011 

Highlights  State Ministry of Agriculture in collaboration with FAO is planning to conduct Post harvest Assessment in the state this week. 

 There Crop and Food Security Assessment Mission (CFSAM) visited WD from 30th Nov-02 December.  The CFSAM team met with the food security 

and livelihood sector members working in agricultural field.  

 State Ministry of Health carried out nutrition surveys in WD in collaboration with NGOs working in the state. 

 

Rainfall /Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices 
Nutrition, Health and Food 

Utilization 
Comments 

 A pest control campaign is being 

launched and will focus on Sirba and 

Slea localities to protect millet crop.  

 Due to poor rainfall in northern part 

of WD, early movement of livestock 

southward is witnessed. As a result 

some farmers had to harvest their 

crops before entire maturity to avoid 

animals.  

 F2M project has targeted 6,263 

farmers in the state. A total of 4,210 

farmers received 3 instalments from 

the Savings and Social Development 

Bank (SSDB) and 200 received only 

the 1st instalment. The Bank of 

Khartoum provided two instalments 

to 1,853 farmers, 

 Preparations for winter season 

cultivation are ongoing. State MoA 

distributed seeds to some farmers 

while some international organisations 

working in agriculture also distributed 

seeds and tools to many farmers.  

 All preparations were done to 

start the post harvest 

assessment this week by SMoA 

and FAO. WFP is supporting 

by provision of air transport 

for remote northern areas. 

 The CFSAM visited WD from 

30th Nov-2nd Dec.  The team 

visited 2 villages surround 

Geneina and held a meeting 

with Food Security and 

Livelihoods Cluster.  

 

 Cereal prices remained at the 

same level as last month in 

WD main markets of Geneina, 

Mukjar and Habila. 

 In Zalingei market, sorghum 

prices (average) have increased 

by 20-33 percent compared to 

October 2011.  

 Food aid sorghum has been 

the dominant sorghum in all 

WD main markets. 

 Average prices of groundnuts 

are slightly decreased (in the 

range of 5-19 percent) in all 

WD main markets as a result 

of local production.  

 

 A number of nutrition surveys 

were carried out in 

collaboration between INGOs, 

and the State Ministry of 

Health. Initial results not yet 

available.   

 Findings from the child health 
and nutrition of the CFSA 

(including MUAC for children 

< 2 years of age) will be made 

available early in 2012.  

 The high committee for farm   

protection which is formed by 

WD government and 

supported by UNAMID is 

working hardly to ensure safe 

harvest in the state. The 

committee has sub 

committees at localities level 

which are chaired by the 

commissioners.  

 Based on the harvest prospect 
overall production is expected 

lower than last agricultural 

season.  



Sudan Food  Security Update: SOUTH DARFUR  

 December 2011 

 

Highlights  The food security situation is stable in most of the localities, following a regular seasonal trend as the groundnuts and sorghum harvest is ongoing. 

However, food prices are on the rise. 

 Recent nutrition surveys results that have been endorsed by state government authorities revealed GAM rates above the global emergency 

threshold (15%) in Adilla, Selea, Kalma (camp), Otash (camp), Al Salam (camp), and Alserif (camp). 

 A meeting between the Nomad community native administration in the southern part of the state and the chiefs of the Dinka Malual in South Sudan 

took place recently to discuss movements of nomads and their herds towards the south.   

 

Rainfall /Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices 
Nutrition, Health and Food 

Utilization 
Comments 

 The average rainfall for the 2011 

rainy season was slightly less than 

that of the 2010 season.  

 Based on recent field information, 
production of groundnuts increased 

due to its advantages during erratic 

rainfall, while millet production has 

decreased. 

 The State Ministry of Agriculture 

(SMOA) with support from FAO 

and WFP has sent teams to the 

field for the post-harvest 

assessment at the locality level. The 

findings are expected to be 

released in December. 

 The Farmers to Markets (F2M) 
program has so far assisted 

approximately 2000 smallholder 

farmers in the state through micro-

credits. A monitoring exercise was 

conducted in November and 

findings should be available in late 

December.   

 Groundnuts harvest is ongoing 

while the harvest of millet and 

sorghum has started during 

this month. 

 The CFSAM team visited the 
state from 24-29 November. 

The mission conducted field 

visits to Kass, El Daein, Buram 

and Nyala localities but the 

findings have not yet been 

made public. . 

 There was a significant increase 

(36%) in the price of 

groundnuts in the main markets 

of South Darfur compared to 

October.  The increase in 

prices was caused by increased 

inter-state movement of 

supplies to North Darfur, to 

meet the high demands. 

 Sorghum prices in the main 
markets of South Darfur 

haven’t shown significant 

changes in November 

compared to October. 

 The terms of trade between a 

90 kg bag of sorghum and a 

male goat in November is in 

favour of the livestock owners. 

 Generally, the food prices have 
shown an upward trend in 

November compared to the 

previous month. 

 Recent nutrition surveys 

results that have been 

endorsed by state government 

authorities revealed GAM 

rates above the global 

emergency threshold (15%) in 

Adilla, Selea, Kalma (camp), 

Otash (camp), Al Salam (camp), 

and Alserif (camp). 

 

 A very important meeting 

between the Nomad community 

native administration in the 

southern part of the state and 

the chiefs of the Dinka Malual in 

South Sudan.  

 The meeting discussed the 
nomads’ movement towards the 

south and the flow of 

commodities between the two 

areas. Such meetings are meant 

to ensure safe access to the 

water and grazing lands during 

the lean season. 

 The CFSMS data analysis was 

done in West Darfur state - 

Geneina. The wider coverage 

will enable VAM to draw 

conclusions on households’ food 

security situation at locality level 

as well as livelihood zone level. 



Sudan Food  Security Update: BLUE NILE STATE 

Updated – December 2011 

 

Highlights:  Low crop production and supplies expected as the result of the last conflict between SPLA/n and Government force, which was started at the beak of 

growing season (September 2011). Total cultivated area in Blue Nile State this season is 1,639,844 feddans including sorghum, sesame, millet, 

sunflowers and other crops. 

 Cereal prices and other food commodity prices are high in Damazine market as compared to the same time last year.  

 

 

Rainfall /Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices 
Nutrition, Health and Food 

Utilization 
Comments 

 Effective rainfall was started late 
(August and continued till October). 

However, average to normal rainfall 

received in many locations throughout 

BNS. Rainfall characterized by even 

distribution. Total amount of rains 

give average total of 487.74 mm in 13 

locations as compared to 641.20 mm 

in 2010. 

 Crop yield estimated to be within 

average to normal production. 

 Nomad’s animals invading big areas of 

crop coupled with lack of security. 

 Big cropped areas not subjected for 
harvesting due to bad security 

situation. 

 FAO Blue Nile State in collaboration 

with its partners assisted 19,200 HHs 

with 142 MT of crop and 1.5 MT of 

vegetable seeds beside 10900 pieces 

of hand tools.  

 This is in addition to provision of 

vaccination services to 250,000 head 

of livestock in the State.  

 Large areas of cereal crops 
mainly millet and sorghum are 

at harvesting stages. The 

harvest is expected to be 

normal to average in most of 

the secure localities.  

 Some areas will not be 

harvested due to bad security 

situations mainly in Kurmuk 

and Bau localities. 

 Insecurity, poor pasture and 

high prices of cereal and 

livestock are expected to 

affect food security situation.  

 Cereal prices remained at high 
levels during October till 

December.  

 The food security situation in 

central and northern Blue Nile 

is not worrying, and resembles 

that of other generally food 

secure states of North Sudan 

(like Gezira, Sennar and White 

Nile).  

 Southern Blue Nile – the 

southern half of Kurmuk 

county, around and south of 

Kurmuk town – exhibits much 

worse conditions, similar to 

food insecure areas of 

Southern Sudan. 

 No assessments have been 
done in 2011.  

 The Farmers to Markets 
project is being implemented 

in BNS with around 15,000 

farmers who received first 

loans. Area cultivated by 

farmers 87,490 feddans. One 

round of monitoring and one 

farmers training have been 

conducted. The number of 

farmers received 2nd loans is 

2,479 (13 associations).  



Sudan  Food Security Update: SOUTH KORDOFAN 

Updated – December 2011 

 

Highlights  Preliminary results of the State Ministry of Agriculture’s crop cutting survey are that the cultivated area under traditional sector was reduced to around 

50% of the area cultivated last season, due to conflict.     

 Cereal prices have increased by 33percent compared to September prices due to reduced supply and lower expected crop production this season. 

 

Agriculture Situation Food Availability  Food Access/Prices 
Nutrition, Health and Food 

Utilization 
Comments 

 The rainfall this year is late and 
unevenly distributed. 

 The status of the crops 

(October) in the State is as 

follows: sesame and sorghum 

under mechanized farming are 

at harvesting stage. Sesame and 

sorghum harvesting is ongoing 

through the coming months,  

 One vaccination campaign was 

held during the month in 

Talodi; around 560,000 heads 

of livestock were vaccinated. 

 

 The erupted conflict between 
government and SPLA/N in the 

area has hindered the residents 

from cultivating and harvesting 

their farms in the affected areas, 

so they have lost the agricultural 

season.  

 The CFSAM team went to 

Kadugli in December and 

conducted key informant 

interviews. However no field 

visits took place. 

 State Ministry of Agriculture had 

finalized crop cutting survey in 

the state to find out area 

cultivated in the state under 

traditional and rainfed 
agricultural sectors. The report is 

being finalised but preliminary 

results are that the cultivated 

area under traditional sector was 

reduced to around 50% of the 

area cultivated last season, due 

to conflict.  

 Ongoing insecurity problems 
since the start of the rainy 

season made farms less 

accessible to many farmers. 

Consequently, the drop in 

harvestable areas caused 

sorghum prices to increase 

continuously to reach 33% in 

November. 

 Goat prices remain the same as 

per the previous October month 

price. 

 No assessment has been done 
regarding the food security or 

nutrition situation, however 

SMOH and SC-SW is currently 

caring out screening for 

malnourished children and 

pregnant and lactating mothers 

in Talodi locality. 

 

 In South Kordofan, 10,673  
new IDPs  were arrived in 

Talodi, while 4,520 IDPs in 

Kalogi in addition to 173 new 

IDPs were arrived in Kadugli, 

as reported by HAC 

commissioner in South 

Kordofan. 

 


