
deposits, geologists have noted the presence of 

large deposits of iron, cobalt and other valua-

ble minerals, including rare earth minerals 

used to manufacture an array of electronics. 

Based on geological assessments and expert 

reports, the Afghan government estimates the 

nation’s mineral wealth at USD 3 trillion or 

more. 
 

In other news, the residents of two districts in 

northern Samangan province claim they have 

no market for their agricultural products, re-

ports Pajhwok. As a result, they had to take 

their produce, including almonds, walnuts and 

wheat, to Aibak, the provincial capital, said 

Abdul Hakim, a resident of Khuram Sarbagh 

district. According to the governor’s spokes-

man, Mohammad Siddique Azizi, the urban 

development ministry had sent a survey team 

to the area to start work on markets in the two 

districts. With the implementation of the min-

istry’s plan, all needs of residents would be 

met, he promised, saying parks, schools, clin-

ics, mosques, shops and roads would be con-

structed in the districts. 
 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergie Lavrov told 

Outlook Afghanistan, “During the past decade 

Russia has made a significant contribution to 

the international effort in Afghanistan”. Ac-

cording to the article, Russia has cancelled 

USD 11 billion of Afghanistan’s sovereign 

debt and provided more than 40,000 tonnes of 

wheat flour and other shipments in the past 

decade, worth a total of around USD 50 mil-

lion. 
 

The Ministry of Commerce and Industries 

(MCI) announced they have acquired 10,000 

tonnes of liquefied gas, reports Pajhwok. The  

gas will be available in Kabul utility stores 

and private stores at a fixed cost of AFG 55 

and AFG 60, respectively.  

 

P 
akistani authorities stopped forty trucks 

at the Chaman border in Pakistan’s 

Baluchistan province, reports Pajhwok 

Afghan News. The trucks were transporting 

supplies acquired by Afghan traders. Accord-

ing to the article, Pakistani authorities say the 

vehicles have neither registration nor trade 

permits, whereas Afghan traders claim to be 

transiting under the Afghanistan-Pakistan 

Transit Trade Agreement (APTTA). These 

actions were taken after continued allegations 

of misuse of the APTTA in the wake of Islam-

abad’s suspension of NATO supplies, reports 

the Pakistani news source The Express Trib-

une. Officials told the Tribune that as a result, 

the Pakistani government is seriously consid-

ering a review of the conditions of the agree-

ment “since the current terms were being vio-

lated”. In addition, the Pakistani truckers be-

ing held at the Pakistan-Afghanistan border 

back the decision of the Pakistani government 

to block NATO supplies after coalition air-

strikes killed 24 Pakistani troops, reports 

Dawn. Senior officials told the Tribune that 

“Pakistan will reopen the border when public 

anger cools down and the route is protected”, 

adding that “NATO will have to apologise.” 

The most direct consequence, as reported by 

Tolo News, is that the government of Afghani-

stan has started talks with Iran in order to set 

an alternative route from the port of Chabahar, 

despite the hostility that western donors could 

have towards this initiative.  
 

Afghanistan opened bids for what could be 

USD billions in copper and gold deposits in 

four vast areas of the country, reports the As-

sociated Press. Following decades of war and 

violence, Afghanistan hopes that its emerging 

mining industry will bring in hundreds of bil-

lions to help rebuild the nation. Exploiting the 

minerals will require international investment, 

a better transportation network and improved 

security. In addition to the gold and copper 
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N 
ATO foreign ministers vowed to continue supporting 

Afghanistan beyond 2014, when all foreign forces are 

scheduled to leave the country, Pajhwok Afghan News 

stated. Foreign ministers of member states together with non-

NATO, troop-contributing nations attended a two-day meeting 

in Brussels to address the issue. A joint Afghan-NATO plan 

regarding strengthening security forces would be finalised 

ahead of the alliance’s next meeting in Chicago in May, an Af-

ghan government spokesman said. At the same time, NATO is 

trying to defuse the crisis in relations with Pakistan, the Wall 

Street Journal reported. NATO Secretary-General Anders Fogh 

Rasmussen told the foreign ministers that “We need a positive 

engagement of Pakistan if we are to ensure long-term peace and 

stability in Afghanistan and in the region. There is no alterna-

tive.” According to Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/

RL), however, Pakistan may keep the NATO supply routes 

blocked until foreign forces change their rules of engagement. 

The NATO airstrike that killed 24 Pakistani soldiers last month 

has caused the relationship to deteriorate, and Prime Minster 

Yousuf Raza Gilani said Pakistan could even potentially close 

its airspace to the United States – a move that would further 

complicate the supply of NATO forces in Afghanistan. On 06 

December Pakistan temporarily recalled some troops from bor-

der posts who coordinate activity with international forces in 

Afghanistan, the Associated Press reported. The troops were 

reportedly pulled back for “consultation” on how to improve 

coordination with NATO.  
 

The attack on the Abul Fazal Shrine in Kabul on Ashura day 

was a conspiracy to stoke sectarian tensions in Afghanistan, 

public representatives told Pajhwok Afghan News. Government 

officials said that such attacks seek to create divisions between 

religious sects and could prove detrimental to the future of Af-

ghanistan. Officials have urged the Afghan people to exhibit 

strong unity against such acts and “to foil enemy conspiracies.” 

According to CNN, Afghan President Hamid Karzai put pres-

sure on Pakistan to help investigate the attack. A militant group 

based in Pakistan claimed responsibility for the bombing, which 

killed dozens of Shiites. At the same time, Pakistan has stated 

that it is time to put an end to accusations and move forward in 

a cooperative relationship with its neighbouring country, Voice 

of America reported. Tolo News is reporting that on Thursday, 

08 December, the Afghan National Front Party asked the UN to 

investigate the Kabul suicide attack. The UN Security Council 

condemned both attacks “in the strongest terms” and urged Af-

ghanistan to bring those responsible to justice, while expressing 

its condolences to the victims. 
 

The Afghan government is seeking to remove the UN’s elec-

toral oversight role as it negotiates a new mandate for the UN 

mission in the country, reports the Wall Street Journal. Mr. Kar-

zai, addressing the Bonn conference, said he will “Afghanise” 

the electoral process to ensure that future elections are 

“insulated against fraud and interference.” By contrast, US Sec-

retary of State Hillary Clinton stressed the need for an interna-

tional perspective on the Afghan elections.  
 

According to The New York Times, Mr. Karzai has demanded 

that the United States extradite the former chief of the Afghan 

Central Bank in connection with the collapse of Kabul Bank, 

the country’s largest financial institution. The former governor 

of the Central Bank, Qadir Fitrat, fled Afghanistan, saying he 

feared for his life after he helped uncover the massive fraud 

taking place at Kabul Bank. According to the article, all the top 

bank officers and major shareholders involved in the scandal 

were still in Afghanistan and have not been prosecuted.   
 

The Australian Associated Press is reporting that the Taliban’s 

shadow governor for Uruzgan province has reportedly been 

sacked for failing to put up a good enough fight against Austral-

ian and Afghan forces. “They said the individual was recently 

relieved of his position because of dissatisfaction with his per-

formance,” since he had not returned from a safe haven in Paki-

stan for many months and was simply unable to coordinate in-

surgent action across the province, a spokesman said in a brief-

ing to reporters.  
 

Pajhwok reported that the United States Agency for Internation-

al Development (USAID) has supported the creation of the 

Women’s Land Rights Task Force, which held its inaugural 

session on 11 December. The task force has been chartered to 

identify customary, legal and regulatory constraints affecting 

land ownership by women and will work to address issues sup-

porting women’s land rights. 
 

In other news, Khaama Press is reporting that leaders of Af-

ghanistan, Pakistan and the Islamic Republic of Iran have 

agreed to form a trilateral session to discuss the regional issues. 

This comes as the Afghan government, following the Loya 

Jirga recommendation last month, agreed to allow long term 

US military installations in Afghanistan, a decision which has 

caused concern in a number of the Afghanistan’s neighboring 

countries. 
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A 
ccording to Bakhtar News, the Afghan Ministry of Ref-

ugees and Repatriation (MoRR) has distributed emer-

gency assistance, provided by the German non-

governmental organisation (NGO) Ora International, to 165 

families of internally displaced persons (IDP) in Kabul’s 8th 

district. The families were displaced from insecure regions of 

Helmand province and are currently living under tents near a 

textile factory. Each family was given blankets, coal, sandals 

and plastic sheeting. A separate Bakhtar News article says that 

the United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) 

has provided assistance for 320 families in Samangan province. 

Most of the families are refugees who have returned from Paki-

stan and Iran. Each family received a package worth USD 207 

consisting of wool clothing, fuel material and food items. The 

British Home Office’s plan to send 547 Afghan children sepa-

rated from their families back to Afghanistan has come under 

heavy criticism from immigration lawyers and judges, says The 

Guardian. Legal experts cited in the report claim that existing 
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T 
he Ministry of Energy and Water (MEW) and the United 

Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

signed an agreement on the provision of USD 27.7 mil-

lion for the implementation of the Irrigation Restoration and 

Development Project (IRDP), according to an FAO press re-

lease. The total budget of the IRDP is USD 148.7 million, 97.7 

million of which is a grant from the World Bank to the govern-

ment of Afghanistan. The IRDP, which focuses on increasing 

agricultural productivity and production in the project area, has 

four main components: i. rehabilitation of irrigation schemes 

countrywide covering a total irrigated area of 300,000 ha, 

which will benefit 230,000 households; ii. construction of two 

to three small dams; iii. strengthening the hydro-metrological 

services including capacity building of the MEW in data collec-

tion, analysis and dissemination; and iv. supporting project 

management and construction supervision, capacity building of 

the Project Coordination Units, and operation costs.  
 

According to Tolo News, after the Second Bonn Conference, 

Turkmen President Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov said during a 

government meeting that his nation will continue to participate 

in international efforts to help Afghanistan’s reconstruction and 

stabilisation. The article remarks that in addition to socio-

economic infrastructure, Turkmenistan is providing electricity 

to its neighbour Afghanistan and leading the development of the 

Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) gas pipeline. 

Despite the fact that both countries are still negotiating prices 

and security arrangements, US Assistant Secretary of State 

Robert O. Blake voiced his appreciation for the help of the 

Turkmen government in promoting TAPI, a project with the 

potential to revive and stabilise the Afghan economy, reports 

Euroasianet.  
 

In addition, a number of individual infrastructure developments 

were reported by the media during the course of the past week 

(see the map, below):  
 

a. A newly-built police headquarters was inaugurated in 

Jalrez in Wardak province, reports Pajhwok Afghan News. 

The building was constructed with funding from the Inter-

national Security Assistance Force (ISAF). 
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NEW CIMICWEB PAGE ON THE DECEMBER 2011 BONN CONFERNECE 
 

The Civil-Military Fusion Centre (CFC) is pleased to present a new page focused upon 

the Second International Bonn Conference on Afghanistan at its CimicWeb portal. This 

page facilitates the sharing of information and publications relevant to the December 

2011 Bonn Conference. At the page you will find open-source information from relevant 

organisations and think tanks alongside a chronological listing of documents from past 

events such as the July 2010 Kabul Conference on Afghanistan.  
 

For further information on this page, contact the CFC at Afghanistan@cimicweb.org.  

British law does not allow minors to be sent unaccompanied to 

war-torn nations. According to a part-time immigration judge 

and barrister, the provisions in place to deal with children 

forced to return to Afghan are likely insufficient. He added, “In 

a country where welfare and life itself are so dependent on fam-

ily and kinship, and where civil society is so threatened by ex-

treme violence, it is difficult to see how a stable and durable 

alternative can come into being.” 
 

The Japanese government has pledged USD 9.3 million to the 

Afghan Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) for anti-polio cam-

paigns, reports Pajhwok Afghan News. According to the acting 

MoPH, Suraya Dalil, the number of polio cases in Afghanistan 

is on the rise because insecurity in certain areas makes success-

ful vaccination campaigns difficult to achieve. 
 

The Afghan Ministry of Public Work (MoPW) is providing 

USD 82,000 for snow removal from the Gardez-Kabul highway 

in Paktiya province, says Pajhwok. The ministry has already 

provided snow removal equipment to  particularly vulnerable 

areas. The highway links Khost, Paktiya and Logar provinces 

with Kabul. 
 

The Famine Early Warning System Network (FewsNet) has 

published its latest Acute Food Insecurity map for Afghanistan 

(see right), which indicates improvement in food security as 

external assistance increased.  There are five phases: ‘None or 

Minimal’, ‘Stressed’, ‘Crisis’, ‘Emergency’ and ‘Catastrophe’. 

As illustrated by the map, much of the north and north-west of 

the country is in a ‘Stressed’ phase. FewsNet has not identified 

any areas in Afghanistan where food conditions are more se-

vere. . 

Source: form FewsNet. 
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A 
 suicide bomber attacked a shrine in Kabul on 06 De-

cember, killing as many as 84 people who had gathered 

to observe Ashura, according to Tolo News and the 

Associated Press (AP). Local officials said about 164 more peo-

ple were wounded. The Ashura ceremony is held every year to 

mark the martyrdom of Imam Hussain, an important Shia fig-

ure. A second blast rocked the city of Mazar-e-Sharif near a 

police station at around noon, killing four people. A third attack 

took place in Kandahar city, wounding six people, local offi-

cials said. The Taliban claim the attacks were the work of 

“enemies”, according to al Arabiya. 
 

Some analysts note that, though violence has been endemic in 

Afghanistan for many years, it has not been characterised by 

sectarian divisions, reports The Guardian. The attacks on 06 

December appear to be targeted specifically against the Shia 

minority in Afghanistan. This alarmed some analysts, who not-

ed the sectarian violence that has caused many casualties in Iraq 

and Pakistan may be spreading to Afghanistan. Contrary to this 

view, US Ambassador to Afghanistan Ryan Crocker said in a 

statement reported by the AP that these bombings were not the 

beginning of a sectarian war. “I do not see this turning into a 

sectarian conflict just looking at the reactions on the part of the 

Shia leadership, calling for calm,” Crocker said. 
 

US Admiral William McRaven defended the controversial prac-

tice of night raids in Afghanistan, in which special operations 

troops are delivered by helicopter to a target to capture or kill 

insurgents, notes AP. President Hamid Karzai has spoken out 

against the practice, saying such operations treat all people as if 

they are insurgents and violate their privacy.  McRaven says the 

raids are legitimate and useful in picking up someone “who is 

trying to hide.” Troops fired their weapons in only 15% of the 

2,800 raids in the last year. McRaven directed the raid that 

killed Osama bin Laden in May. He also expressed his support 

for tripling the strength of the Afghan Local Police (ALP), a 

programme that is receiving training from international special 

operations forces, as a vital part of the village security effort. 

CNN notes that with Afghan government support, the ALP 

could increase from a current strength of less than 10,000 to as 

many as 30,000 in the next two years. 
 

The British Minister of Defence Philip Hammond said on 07 

December that there would be only a few hundred British troops 

left after combat forces withdraw by the end of 2014, reports 

Tolo News. Minister Hammond stated, “They will not be there 

in a combat role, they will be there training and mentoring and 

at a ministerial level in Kabul”. At this moment, there are about 

9,500 UK troops in Afghanistan, based mostly in southern Hel-

mand province. Hammond expects Britain’s financial commit-

ment to Afghan security to remain substantial. 
 

Ambassador Crocker made a statement on 10 December about 

the possibility of US forces staying longer in Afghanistan, ac-

cording to The New York Times. He raised the possibility that 

US combat troops could stay in the country beyond the 2014 

deadline that the White House had set for their withdrawal.  

Crocker said that if the Afghan government wanted American 

b. Construction of a new bank building for Da Afghanistan 

Bank has been launched in Nimroz province, reports Pa-

jhwok.  

c. Eight hundred youth volunteers joined in the construction 

on a 12 km-long stretch of road in Nuristan province, re-

ports Pajhwok. The road, which is currently being built by 

the Ministry of Rural Rehabilitation and Development 

(MRRD), will reduce the travel distance between Kabul 

and Wama. 

d. The United States Agency for International Development 

(USAID) has supported the installation of sixty solar-

powered streetlights in Fayzabad in Badakhshan province, 

according to a USAID press release. The new lights will 

reduce the municipality’s spending on diesel and will im-

prove the quality of lighting, reduce crime, facilitate night 

traffic and extend market hours. 
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RECOMMEND REPORT TOPICS TO THE CFC: AFGHANISTAN IN TRANSITION 
 

With the transition in Afghanistan underway, it will be increasingly important to better understand the civilian and military ele-

ments of this process. Accordingly, beginning September 2011, the CFC will publish a new supplemental series on “Afghanistan 

in Transition” which will include at least 20 thematic reports on a range of topics and sectors. 

 

If you have recommendations for report topics to be included in the “Afghanistan in Transition” series, please send them to                                    

Afghanistan@cimicweb.org as soon as possible. We greatly appreciate our readers’ input. 

Source: Modified from Perry-Castaneda Library Map 
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troops to stay longer, the withdrawal could be slowed, but em-

phasised no such decision had been made. White House offi-

cials said Crocker’s comments were consistent with his previ-

ously stated position. 
 

Afghanistan’s Ministry of the Interior (MoI) spokesman Sidiq 

Sidiqqi says the MoI supports President Karzai’s decision to 

shut down private security companies early next year and re-

place them with a government-run force, the AP has noted. The 

developing government force, called the Afghan Public Protec-

tion Force (APPF), is intended to guard NATO and internation-

al compounds, development projects and supply convoys (see 

CFC report “PSCs Give Way to the APPF”). 
 

Gunmen destroyed at least 23 trucks carrying ISAF supplies in 

Pakistan, the Daily Mail reported on 08 December. Officials 

said that the trucks, including fuel tankers, were attacked with 

rocket propelled grenades and small-arms fire. The vehicles 

were parked at a terminal awaiting rerouting as a result of Paki-

stan’s closure of resupply routes into Afghanistan. Islamabad 

closed the routes for NATO after two dozen Pakistani soldiers 

died in an ISAF airstrike. 
 

Nineteen Afghan civilians were killed when their van hit a 

roadside bomb on Tuesday, 07 December, in Helmand prov-

ince, reports Deutsche Presse-Agentur. An official said five 

women and children were among the dead, and many more 

were injured. The area of Helmand where the bombing took 

place is a Taliban stronghold. No group has claimed responsi-

bility. 
 

The three US soldiers who were killed on 03 December in 

Wardak province have been identified in a US Department of 

Defense statement reported by the Houston Chronicle.  Sgt. 1st 

Class Clark A. Corley Jr., 35, of Oxnard, California, Spc. Ryan 

M. Lumley, 21, of Lakeland, Florida, and Spc. Thomas J. May-

berry, 21, of Springville, California, were assigned to the 2nd 

Battalion, 5th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 

Fort Bliss, Texas. They died of “wounds suffered when enemy 

forces attacked their unit with an improvised explosive device.” 

 

Socio-Cultural Development                           Matthew Hall ► matthew.hall@cimicweb.org 

A 
ccording to an article in The Guardian, the Bonn Con-

ference’s statement of support for women’s rights in 

Afghanistan was insufficient; in particular, it was not 

explicit enough in ensuring women would be involved in the 

peace process going forward. The article notes that Selay Ghaf-

far, executive director of Humanitarian Assistance for Women 

and Children of Afghanistan (HAWCA) and the only female 

speaker at the conference, was allowed just three minutes to 

speak.  
 

Pajhwok Afghan News reports a special attorney’s office is be-

ing established in eastern Nangarhar province to combat vio-

lence against women, a human rights official said on 06 Decem-

ber. The office will deal with cases related to violence against 

women in the province, where 200 such incidents were regis-

tered over the past ten months. Afghanistan Independent Hu-

man Rights Commission chief for the eastern region, Dr. 

Obaidullah Baidar, said the incidents included beatings, di-

vorce, forced marriage and a denial of share in property. The 

United States announced it will provide USD 250,000 to sup-

port a gender justice project focused on Herat, Balkh, Kapisa 

and Parwan provinces, according to Pajhwok. The funding will 

go to the International Development Law Organisation (IDLO) 

for implementation; the project will support the Violence 

Against Women (VAW) Unit of the Afghan Attorney General’s 

Office. The New York Times reports that four suspects have 

been arrested for involvement in a 28 November attack, during 

which acid was thrown on a woman and her family members in 

their home. Investigators believe the gunmen were seeking re-

venge against the woman for having rejected the proposal of a 

man believed to belong to a local militia. The case garnered 

international media attention; the swift action by local and na-

tional officials, according to the article, earned praise from hu-

man rights advocates. 
 

Aid and development agencies are concerned that projects in 

Afghanistan will be abandoned as the United States withdraws 

its forces from the country, as detailed by The New York Times. 

The article notes that two-thirds of all development assistance 

funding is provided by the United States, which has cut its aid 

budget in half from USD 4 billion to USD 2 billion. Projects 

intended to bolster education and women’s rights were singled 

out as particularly in danger. CARE, a humanitarian organisa-

tion focused on global poverty, has seen its Afghan funding 

plummet by 80% and laid off almost half of its staff in the coun-

try.  
 

Germany and the Netherlands have pledged a total of EUR 35.6 

million for programmes intended to bolster the education and 

agriculture sectors in Afghanistan, according to Pajhwok. Ger-

many will provide EUR 20 million to the Afghanistan Recon-

struction Trust Fund “to improve infrastructure and quality of 

education”. The Dutch government will provide EUR 15.6 mil-

lion for educational training, mechanisation of agriculture and 

the creation of an agricultural institute that will accommodate 

800 students. 
 

A Pajhwok article describes a four-year, USD 35.7 million 

health and education programme funded by the Australian gov-

NEW COUNTER-IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVE DEVICES (IED) SITE 
 

The CFC is pleased to present the new Counter-Improvised Explosive Device site at its CimicWeb portal. This site provides unclas-

sified IED information to the broader civil-military community. As this is an information sharing effort with civilian partners, the 

use of the term IED has been broadened to include explosive events in general, not solely those devices that have been improvised. 

 

For further information on this initiative, contact the CFC’s Counter-IED Lead, John Caldwell, at john.caldwell@cimicweb.org.  
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Agricultural Development for Afghanistan Pre-Deployment Training 
 

Who?   United States Department of Agriculture (www.usda.gov) and a consortium of American universities 
 

What?  The curriculum developed will meet the needs of all deploying United States Government personnel in support of the USG 

  Agriculture Strategy in Afghanistan.  
 

For whom? United States Government personnel 
 

When & Where? 16-21 JAN / 23-28 JAN / 26-31 MAR / 02-07 APR / 18-23 JUN in Fresno, CA. First come first serve basis. 
 

Contact Details: Ryan Brewster, U.S. Department of Agriculture, ryan.brewster@fas.usda.gov 
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ernment that has been launched in Uruzgan province. The goal 

of the programme, which is run in cooperation with the Afghan 

government and Save the Children, is to improve basic health 

and education services for children and families in remote areas. 

The programme will build 20 schools (including 10 for girls), 

create community education classes, train teachers, build five 

health sub-centres, create mobile health teams and train health 

professionals.  
 

Bakhtar News says a USD 223,000 medical centre funded by 

the Canadian government was inaugurated in the Panjwai dis-

trict of Kandahar province. The centre has multiple wards and 

will employ seven doctors and medical staff . The centre will 

benefit hundreds of residents from nearby villages. 
 

The Christian Science Monitor describes a music institute in 

Kabul for youths and street children. The school, which opened 

two years ago, accommodates up to 150 students, half of whom 

are street children or orphans. About 25% of the students re-

ceive a small monthly stipend; and tuition, lunch, uniforms and 

transportation are free for every student. 

 

 

 SUBMIT A REQUEST 

FOR INFORMATION (RFI) 
 

CimicWeb account holders can submit 
RFIs to the CFC. These may concern the 
sectors addressed in this newsletter or 
other topics relevant to Afghanistan or 
our other focus areas. To submit an RFI, 
fill out the request form by clicking here. 
 

Have a colleague who is interested in sub-
mitting an RFI? Tell them to request a 
CimicWeb account by clicking here. 
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