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Ethiopia Drought Situation   

 According to the latest joint FEWSNET/WFP Food Security Outlook Update issued on 30 November, food 
security in most parts of Ethiopia has stabilized as a result of improved market supply and declining food 
prices following the Meher harvest, on-going humanitarian assistance, and the current good Deyr/Hagaya 
rains in the southern and southeast pastoral and agro-pastoral areas. The food security situation is likely 
to deteriorate in line with seasonal trends and the continued La Nina effect in parts of the eastern 
marginal cropping areas (Gambella and Benishangul Gumuz), most of Southern Nations, Nationalities, 
and People’s Region (SNNPR) and portions of the woredas in Borena zone of Oromiya Region and 
southern part of the Somali Region over the January to March outlook period. 

 
Somali Refugee Situation 

 According to UNHCR, as of 5 December 2011, the Somali refugee population in the four Dollo Ado camps 
stands at 138,098, including 7,314 people in the transit centre. The average daily number of new arrivals 
for the week of 1-5 December stands at 89, an increase from the previous week’s average of 26 arrivals. 
 

 Relocation of refugees from the transit centre to the new camp, Bur Amino, started on 30 November. As 
of 5 December, nearly 1,000 refugees have been relocated. 

Sudanese Refugee Situation (Blue Nile State) 

 According to UNHCR, as of 5 December, the registered refugee population in the two camps (Sherkole 
and Tongo) and the Adamazin transit center has reached 22,248 – only a slight increase from last week’s 
figure of 22,013.  
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EMERGING HUMANITARIAN ISSUES AND NEEDS 

Ethiopia Drought Situation  

 According to the latest joint FEWSNET/WFP Food Security Outlook Update issued on 30 November, 
food security in most parts of Ethiopia has stabilized as a result of improved market supply and declining 
food prices following the Meher harvest, on-going humanitarian assistance, and the current good 
Deyr/Hagaya rains in the southern and southeast pastoral and agro-pastoral areas. The food security 
situation is likely to deteriorate in line with seasonal trends and the continued La Nina effect in parts of 
the eastern marginal cropping areas (Gambella and Benishangul Gumuz), most of SNNPR and portions 
of the woredas in Borena zone of Oromiya and southern part of the Somali Region over the January to 
March outlook period. 

 The seasonal Deyr rains (October-December) continue to perform well in most parts of the Somali 
Region. Exceptionally heavy rains were received last week in parts of Gode, Liban and Afdher zones. 
Fik, Korahe and part of Wardher zones received normal rains while Dhagahbour, Jigiga and Shinille 
zones remained dry.  

 In Oromiya Region, East Hararghe zone continues to report water shortage caused by the inadequate 
amount and uneven distribution of rainfall. The existing surface water sources (ponds) are starting to dry 
out. Drought-affected areas in West Hararghe zone received three days of rainfall during the past week 
which has helped recharge ponds and is expected to serve communities for the next two to three weeks. 

 In Afar Region, water trucking continued in five woredas (Elida’ar, Kori, Bidu, Dubti, and Erupti). An 
estimated 19,250 people are benefiting from the water trucking activity in the region.  

 
Flood Update  

 According to the Somali Regional Disaster Preparedness and Prevention Bureau (DPPB), heavy rains 
resulted in flash flooding in Afdher and Gode zone. In one of the most affected areas, Charati woreda, a 
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joint regional DPPB and humanitarian partners’ rapid assessment mission was immediately deployed. 
The assessment mission reported that a high number of livestock assets and crop was lost during the 
flooding.  

 
Somali Refugee Situation  

 According to UNHCR, as of 5 December 2011, the Somali refugee population in the four Dollo Ado 
camps stands at 138,098, including 7,314 people in the transit centre. The average daily number of new 
arrivals for the week of 1-5 December stands at 89, an increase from the previous week’s average of 26 
arrivals.  

 Relocation of refugees from the transit centre to the new camp, Bur Amino, started on 30 November. As 
of 5 December, nearly 1,000 refugees have been relocated. UNHCR and ARRA are continuing with the 
gradual relocation, moving 500 refugees every four days as parts of Bur Amino camp are still under 
development. Construction has been delayed, primarily because the site’s rocky soil hampered the 
building of sanitation facilities. More than 7,000 refugees who are currently living in the transit camp will 
be moved to the new camp. 

 UNHCR will carry out an assessment of the protection situation in all the camps in December. UNICEF 

will provide technical support to ensure that the assessment incorporates child protection questions.     
 

Sudanese Refugee Situation 

 According to UNHCR, as of 5 December, the registered refugee population in the two camps (Sherkole 
and Tongo) and the Adamazin transit center has reached 22,248 – only a slight increase from last 
week’s figure of 22,013.  

 In Tongo Camp, UNHCR and ARRA are finalizing the master plan of the camp. The UNICEF education 
team is participating in the exercise and recommending on the placement of pre-schools in each of the 
camps’ zones and on the location of the planned primary school at the centre of the camp. Partners to 
implement primary education services in Tongo camp and the Adamazin transit centre are yet to be 
identified. There are an estimated 6,000 school-age children in these two locations. UNICEF has pre-
positioned education supplies for 9,000 children to be used once the schools open. 

 
CLUSTER COORDINATION AND PARTNERSHIPS 
 
Education 

 In order to address the current gaps, including identification of a suitable partner for the provision of 
primary school services, UNHCR and ARRA have agreed to convene a separate regional coordination 
meeting on refugee education matters in Benishangul Gumuz. 

PROGRAMME RESPONSE 

Nutrition:  
 
Response in drought affected regions 

 The expansion of the Community Management of Acute Malnutrition (CMAM) is progressing well in the 
Somali Region. During the reporting period, 23 health posts started Outpatient Therapeutic Programme 
(OTP) services in five woredas (7 in Erer, 3 in Shinile, 6 in Harshin, 4 in Degahbur and 3 in Fik 

woredas).  
 On 2 December, the Regional Health Bureau (RHB) in Afar Region conducted a nutrition response 

training for 60 health workers (56 male and 9 female) in seven woredas of the region ((Milli, Chifra, 
Afambo, Argoba, Dulecha, Awash and Burumudaitu). UNICEF provided technical and financial support 
for the training.  

 An overview of the nutrition situation and response in drought-affected areas will be provided in the 

monthly situation report due next week. 

 
Refugee response  

 In response to high levels of Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM), Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) and 
mortality rates found in the nutrition surveys for Kobe and Hiloweyn camp, UNHCR, UNICEF and 
partners are preparing a comprehensive nutrition response plan. 
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Health:  
Response in drought affected regions. 

 Preliminary reports on the measles campaigns indicate 5.13 million children have been vaccinated. 
Campaigns are ongoing in Somali, Amhara, Oromiya and SNNP regions. The last phase of the 
campaign is Tigray and Afar which are scheduled to start their campaigns last week of December.  

 In Afar Region, a two-day Mobile Health and Nutrition Teams (MHNT) quarterly review meeting was 
conducted by the RHB from 1 to 2 December. The purpose of meeting was to review the performance of 
the teams and identify ways to improve the quality of services provide. Key recommendations from the 
meeting included the need to strengthen the link between the work of the teams and the health 
extension workers at the village level and the need for improved and timely reporting from the teams. 
The review meeting for the Somali MHNTs is scheduled for 26 December.  

Refugee Response  

 UNICEF continues to support two MHNTs in Kobe and Hiloweyn camps in Dollo Ado. During the past 

week, the two teams conducted 671 health consultations. UNICEF will in the coming weeks deploy 

another MHNT for the newly opened Bur Amino camp. 

 In Benishangul Gumuz, three UNICEF-supported MHNTs are operational in Kurmuk, Sherkole and 
Gubo and are providing health and nutrition services to both the refugees and the host community.  

 
Water and Sanitation: 
Response in drought affected regions 

 There were no changes in the regional water trucking requirements during the past week. In total, there 
is a need for 25 water trucks in Afar (15), Tigray (8), Amhara (1) and Oromiya (1). All are currently 
operational. 

 
Water Trucking by Region – Week Ending 5 December 2011 

 
 
Refugee Response  

 In collaboration with Lutheran World Federation (LWF), UNICEF conducted a hygiene and sanitation 
campaign in the transit camp of Dollo Ado, benefiting 3,000 people. Activities included hand washing, 
use of latrines, safe solid waste disposal, safe weaning food preparation, and safe water handling. 

 

Education 
Refugee Response  

 Preparatory work is underway for the construction of four UNICEF-supported permanent schools in the 
Dollo Ado camps: Bokolmayo (2); Melkedida (1); and Hiloweyn (1). Project partnership agreements are 
currently being discussed with three international NGOs. The bidding process for the construction of two 
additional schools for the host community was opened this week.  

Child protection 
Response in drought affected regions 

 From 1 to 2 December, UNICEF conducted a two-day awareness raising and introductory workshop on 
the establishment of Community Care Coalitions (CCCs) in SNNPR. The workshop was conducted in 
Arba Minch for the woreda authorities and relevant heads of the regional bureaus. It was agreed at the 
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close of the workshop that an implementation plan would be developed by the participants before the 
end of December. The overall objective of the CCCs is to set-up a community based social protection 
system that relies on a combination of community and government resources to monitor, report and 
respond to the needs of vulnerable families, thereby preventing their dislocation and separation.   

 The Capacity Building Focal Point for the Global Child Protection Working Group, in collaboration with 
UNICEF and SC-UK, conducted a two-day Child Protection Coordination training in Jigiga for the Somali 
Region child protection actors, including representatives from the regional  Bureau of Women, Children 
and Youth Affairs (BOWCYA), Bureau of Labour and Social Affairs (BOLSA), UNHCR and IRC. The 
training was conducted on 27-28 November, resulting in a clear commitment from all participants and a 
plan of action for future coordination. 

 
Refugee Response 

 In Dollo Ado, UNHCR, UNICEF and SC-US jointly organised training for 17 staff from SC-US and 

UNHCR staff on Identification, Documentation, Tracing and Reunification (IDTR). The staff was also 

trained on Child Protection in Emergencies Information Management System (IMS) systems. The IMS 

database has been set up and customized to commence operation shortly.   

 As of first week of December, UNHCR has registered 3,751 separated children (SC) in Dollo Ado. In 

addition, there are 379 cases of unaccompanied minors (UAM). There is an on-going verification 

process that is being undertaken by UNHCR and SC-US. There are established child protection 

committees in the camp, comprised of 35 members, and these committees assist in the tracing 

processes by working with other camp committees.  
 
FUNDING  
Table I:  Funds received as of 7 December 2011, against the HAC 2011 (US$) 

Sector 2011 Requirements (US$) 

Unmet requirements (US$) 

Amount Percent (%)  

Health 16,331,000 3,922,254 24% 

Nutrition 28,812,364 - - 

WASH 14,913,960 6,140,629 41% 

Education 9,704,704 4,094,125 42% 

Child 
Protection 

4,520,000 3,388,650 75% 

HIV 700,000 700,000 100% 

Cluster 
Coordination 

1,646,000 803,892 49% 

Total* 76,628,028 10,364,821 13.5% 

 
NEXT SITREP: 14 December 2011 
 

 For further information, please contact 

Mr Ted Chaiban 
 
Representative  
UNICEF Ethiopia  
Country Office 
 
Telephone:  
+251 115184001 
E-mail:  
tchaiban@unicef.org  

Ms Patrizia Di Giovanni 
 
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Ethiopia  
Country Office 
 
Telephone:  
+251 115184003 
E-mail:  
pdigiovanni@unicef.org 

Mr Shadrack Omol 
 
Chief, Field Operations 
& Emergency 
UNICEF Ethiopia  
Country Office 
Telephone:  
+251 115184284 
E-mail:  
somol@unicef.org 
 

Ms Alexandra 
Westerbeek 
Communication  Manager 
UNICEF Ethiopia  
Country Office 
 
Telephone:  
+251  911255109 
E-mail:  
awesterbeek@unicef.org 
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