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Ethiopia Drought Situation   

 

 In the Somali Region, the performance of 2011 Deyr rains (October to December) is reported as 
satisfactory on average. Throughout November, the performance of the rains have been normal in Afdher, 
Liben and Korahe zones, moderate in Wardher zone, and below normal in Dhagahbour, Gode, and Fik 
zones. In Oromiya Region, all lowland woredas of Borena and Guji zones are receiving regular Hagaya 
rains. On the other hand, drought-prone woredas of East Hararghe zone (Gola, Oda and Kumbi Meyu, 
Midhaga Tola, Chinaksen and Gursum) and West Hararghe zone (Hawi Gudina and Burka Dhintu) are 
reporting a likelihood of having water shortages soon, with existing surface water sources depleting fast. 
The situation is being closely monitored at regional and zonal level.  
 

 A joint assessment (conducted 16-20 November) led by the government with participation from UNICEF, 
WFP, Merlin, SC-UK, OWDA and WASDA, reported that Kelafo and Mustahil woredas in Gode zone in 
the Somali Region have been affected by flooding. Although the water began to recede as of 19 
November, many villages are still under water making the areas inaccessible for humanitarian 
interventions. Food and non-food items (NFIs) have been prepositioned at sites where people will be able 
to collect them. An unknown number of people remain displaced as of late November.  

 

 The sub-national measles campaign has extended to Amhara, Oromiya and SNNP Regions and is on-
going. As of 27 November, an estimated 1,273,352 children age six months to 15 years (86% of the target 
for Phase I) in the three regions have been reached with measles vaccine. Of the total national target of 
6.9 million children, an estimated 3.7 million have been reached so far.  
 

Somali Refugee Situation 
 

 According to UNHCR, as of 26 November 2011, the Somali refugee population in the four Dollo Ado 
camps stands at 137,572 including 7,698 people in the transit center. The average number of daily new 
arrivals for the period 21 to 26 November is 26.  
 

 In response to high levels of Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM), Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) and 
mortality rates found in the nutrition surveys for Kobe and Hiloweyn camp, a UNICEF Nutrition Specialist 
went on a rapid mission to Dollo Ado to get an in-depth understanding of the reasons for the nutrition 
situation and ways to further scale-up the current response. A follow up meeting with UNHCR on the 
mission findings and the survey results is being arranged early next week.  

 
Sudanese Refugee Situation (Blue Nile State) 

 According to UNHCR, as of 26 November, the registered refugee population in the two camps 
(Sherkole and Tongo) and the Adamazin transit center has reached 22,013.  
 

 As the number of refugees relocating to the camps and transit center continues to increase, the 
capacity to use the existing facilities is being stressed. For instance, at Sherkole camp, nearly 9,000 
refugees are registered which is 1,000 more than the designed capacity of the camp.  
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EMERGING HUMANITARIAN ISSUES AND NEEDS 

Ethiopia Drought Situation  

 In the Somali Region, the performance of 2011 Deyr rains (October to December) is reported as 
satisfactory on average. Throughout November, the performance of the rains have been normal in 
Afdher, Liban and Korahe zones, moderate in Wardher zone, and below normal in Dhagahbour, Gode, 
and Fik zones.  

 In Oromiya Region, all lowland woredas of Borena and Guji zones are receiving regular Hagaya rains. 
On the other hand, drought-prone woredas of East Hararghe zone (Gola, Oda and Kumbi Meyu, 
Midhaga Tola, Chinaksen and Gursum) and West Hararghe zone (Hawi Gudina and Burka Dhintu) are 
reporting a likelihood to have water shortages soon, with existing surface water sources depleting fast. 
The situation is being closely monitored at regional and zonal level. 

 In Tigray Region, the eastern and southern zones received light rainfall last week though it may not be 
adequate to recharge the groundwater. Water supply problems in Raya-Azebo, Edaga-Arbi, Shire, 
Adebay and Baeker woredas continue. In Afar Region, water trucking operations are on-going to cover 
the needs created by the continuous lack of rainfall. In Amhara Region, Minejar Shenkora Woreda of 
North Shewa Zone is experiencing water shortages. In response, the Regional Water Bureau is 
providing one water truck sufficient to cover needs.  

 During the past four weeks, no cases of Acute Watery Diarrhoea (AWD) have been reported across the 
country. However, following the floods in the Mustahil and Kelafo areas of the Somali Region, and the 
associated risk of AWD, active surveillance is on-going with preparations for potential AWD outbreaks. 

 Increasing numbers of malaria cases continue to be reported from Benishangul Gumuz, Oromiya and 
SNNPR. Although these regions are witnessing a high number of cases, there are neither reports of 
deaths nor increased number of severe cases requiring admissions. Government and partners have pre-
positioned the required drugs at health post level in the affected areas.  

 Preliminary anlysis of OPT data in SNNP Region suggest that there is a noticeable increase of OTP 
admissions in October as compared to September in woredas in the Kembatata Tembaro and Sidama 
zones. More analysis is being done to confirm this and review possible reasons for the situation. There 
enough supplies for the operations of the OTP sites. 

 
Flood Update  

 A joint assessment (conducted 16-20 November) led by the government with participation from UNCEF, 
WFP, Merlin, SC-UK, OWDA and WASDA, reported that Kelafo and Mustahil woredas of Gode zone in 
the Somali Region have been affected by flooding. Although the water began to recede as of 19 
November, many villages are still under water making the areas inaccessible for humanitarian 
interventions. Food and non-food items (NFIs) have been prepositioned at sites where people will be 
able to collect them. An unknown number of people remain displaced as of late November.  

 
Somali Refugee Situation  

 Heavy rains continued in the Dollo Ado area. Flights have been cancelled and road travel made more 
difficult due to poor road conditions. 

 Relocation of refugees from the transit to the new camp, Buramino, is scheduled to start on 30 
November. More than 7,000 refugees are currently living in the transit camp and they will be moved to 
Buramino in a phased manner.  

 

Sudanese Refugee Situation 

 According to UNHCR, as of 26 November, the registered refugee population in the two camps (Sherkole 
and Tongo) and the Adamazin transit center has reached 22,013.  

 As the number of refugees relocating to the camps and transit center continues to increase, the capacity 
to use the existing facilities is being stressed. For instance, at Sherkole camp, nearly 9,000 refugees are 
registered which is 1,000 more than the designed capacity of the camp.  
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CLUSTER COORDINATION AND PARTNERSHIPS 
 
Nutrition  

 The Nutrition Cluster recommended Humanitarian Response Fund (HRF) support for the continuation of 
a Mercy Corps emergency nutrition project in two woredas (Kasadula and Guladamole) of the Somali 
Region. The HRF is currently reviewing the project proposal.  

 Since the overall nutrition situation seems to be stabilizing in most parts of Ethiopia, the bi-monthly 
MANTF meetings that have taken place since May have been changed to monthly meetings. The first 
monthly meeting took place on 24 November where the main issues discussed were Therapeutic 
Feeding Programme admission status, planned and ongoing surveys, hotspot status revision and 
nutrition guidelines revision.  
 

PROGRAMME RESPONSE 

Nutrition:  
Response in drought affected regions 

 A comprehensive overview of the nutrition situation and response in drought-affected areas is under 

preparation and will be provided in the monthly situation report to be issued on 12 December.  

 
Refugee response  

 In response to high levels of Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM), Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) and 
mortality rates found in the nutrition surveys for Kobe and Hiloweyn camp, a UNICEF Nutrition Specialist 
went on a rapid mission to Dollo Ado to get an in-depth understanding of the reasons for the nutrition 
situation and ways to further scale-up the current response. A follow up meeting with UNHCR on the 
mission findings and the survey results is being arranged early next week. 

 
Health:  
Response in drought affected regions 

 The sub-national measles campaign has extended to Amhara, Oromiya and SNNP Regions and is on-
going. As of 27 November, an estimated 1,273,352 children age six months to 15 years (86% of the 
target for Phase I) in the three regions have been reached with measles vaccine. Of the total national 
target of 6.9 million children, an estimated 3.7 million have been reached so far.  

 As part of AWD and malaria preparedness, UNICEF has dispatched three Emergency Drug Kits (EDK) 
2,000 ITNs to the flood-affected areas of Mustahil and Kelafo in the Somali Region.  

 UNICEF has also dispatched 24,000 LLITNs to SNNPR in response to malaria outbreaks. 

 
Water and Sanitation: 
Response in drought affected regions 

 During the past week, 25 water trucks were required for drought-affected areas, of which 23 were 
operational, leaving a gap of two trucks. Nearly all of the trucking requirements are for Afar and Tigray 
regions.  

 In Afar Region, the water trucking requirement is currently 15 trucks with 13 currently operational, 
leaving a gap of two. Government, with support from UNICEF, is providing 4 water trucks; and NGOs 
are providing 9. The number of people reported as benefitting from water trucking is nearly 17,000.  

 In Tigray Region, the current water trucking requirement remains at 8 trucks with no gaps; regional 
authorities, with UNICEF, are providing all the trucks.  

 In Amhara, the Regional Water Bureau is operating one water truck for about 1,400 people in Minja 
Shenkora woreda in North Shewa zone. 
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Water Trucks Deployed by Region, 22-28 November 
 

 
 
Refugee Response  

 UNICEF conducted a hygiene and sanitation campaign in the transit camp of Dollo Ado benefiting 5,000 
people. Activities included hand washing, use of latrines, safe solid waste disposal, safe weaning food 
preparation, and safe water handling. 

 At Kobe camp, water trucking from the temporary water treatment plant continues to provide a 
significant part of the daily ration of 12 l/p/d for camp residents. Work on the pipeline to the camp 
continues (IRC is managing this work with UNICEF support).  

 Additional earthmoving equipment (including a backhoe Loader and a jackhammer-equipped 30-tonne 
Excavator) is being rented by UNICEF and will be mobilised in the coming week. Both will be sent to 
Buramino camp for site preparation and latrine construction. 

 

Education 
 
Response in drought affected regions  

 During the reporting period, UNICEF provided training on updating the Rapid Assessment of Learning 
Spaces database to 28 officials from the Regional Education Bureaus (REB) in Gambella and Tigray  

 
Refugee Response  

 A training of trainers (TOT) on several topics including basic pedagogy and peace education for 
teachers and education officers from Benishangul Gumuz started on 29 November.  

 

Child protection 

Response in drought affected regions 

 Three-day training on Child Protection in Emergency Responses was completed on 26 November in 

Jigiga, Somali Region. The objective of the training was to build capacity and provide technical support 

for partners working on ensuring protective environment at community level. The training was provided 

by an interagency capacity consultant to the Global Child Protection Working Group and was supported 

by UNICEF and SC-UK. Thirty child protection partners from the Government and NGOs working in 

emergencies attended the training.   

 SC-UK will partner with UNICEF to develop a framework for community-based care structures 

(Community Care Coalitions) in three woredas (Kelafo, Adadle and Gode) of the Somali Region. 

Community Based Child Protection Mechanisms will be established and linked with child protection 

actors/service providers to improve the prevention, responding and monitoring of child protection 

concerns in communities. Target groups include host communities, refugees and displaced people.  
 
Refugee Response 

 UNHCR, UNICEF and partners are setting up a coordinated child protection information management 

system in place to track unaccompanied minors (UAM) and separated children (SC) from the time of 

identification to follow-up in the Dollo Ado refugee camps. UNICEF has sent a consultant to conduct 

training on information management with its main implementing partner SC-US. The three-day training 

started on 27 November and is providing participants the skills to collect accurate data on SCs and 
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UAMs and ensure consistent and appropriate follow-up. The training is part of the UNICEF’s partnership 

agreement with SC-US.  
 
FUNDING  
 
Table I:  Funds received as of 29 November 2011, against the HAC 2011 (US$) 
 

Sector 2011 Requirements (US$) 

Unmet requirements (US$) 

Amount Percent (%)  

Health 16,331,000 3,922,254 24% 

Nutrition 28,812,364 - - 

WASH 14,913,960 5,745,589 38.50% 

Education 9,704,704 4,094,125 42% 

Child 
Protection 

4,520,000 3,388,650 75% 

HIV 700,000 700,000 100% 

Cluster 
Coordination 

1,646,000 803,892 49% 

Total* 76,628,028 10,364,821 13.5% 

 
 
 
NEXT SITREP: 

 7 December 2011 

  For further information, please contact 
 

 
Mr Ted Chaiban 
 
 
Representative  
UNICEF Ethiopia  
Country Office 
 
 
Telephone:  
+251 115184001 
E-mail:  
tchaiban@unicef.org  

 
Ms Patrizia 
DiGiovanni 
 
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Ethiopia  
Country Office 
 
 
Telephone:  
+251 115184003 
E-mail:  
pdigiovanni@unicef.org 

 
Mr Shadrack Omol 
 
 
Chief, Field Operations 
& Emergency 
UNICEF Ethiopia  
Country Office 
 
Telephone:  
+251 115184284 
E-mail:  
somol@unicef.org 
 
 

 
Ms Alexandra 
Westerbeek 
 
Communication  Manager 
UNICEF Ethiopia  
Country Office 
 
 
Telephone:  
+251  911255109 
E-mail:  
awesterbeek@unicef.org 
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