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This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA 
Eastern Africa. It covers the period from 23 November - 13 December 2011. The next report will be 
issued if there are major developments in the situation. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES
 
• More than 80,000 people affected by flooding in western Kenya, Nairobi, Mandera, Isiolo, Wajir 

Moyale and the Coast. 
• Kenya Meteorological Department forecasts heavy rainfall in December; risk of more flooding 

remains high. 
• Emergency Response Fund (ERF) responds to priority needs in shelter and non-food items. 

 
I. Situation Overview 

 
More than 80,000 people have been left homeless after heavy rains in the past two weeks caused 
widespread flooding in western Kenya, Nairobi, Mandera, Isiolo, Moyale,Wajir and parts of the Coast, 
according to varoius assessments conducted by the Government, UN agencies, the Kenya Red Cross and 
NGOs.  
 
The Kenya Meteorological Department (KMD) says the outlook for December indicates that the western 
region of the country is likely to continue receiving enhanced rainfall. Most of the eastern region is likely to 
experience slightly depressed rainfall. The seasonal rainfall is expected to cease by the second week of 
December over most parts of the northern counties, while cessation over the western, central and southern 
counties is expected within the third to fourth week of December, which would likely result in further flooding.  
 
The District Disaster Preparedness 
Committee meeting on 5 December in 
Budalangi reported that the Nzoia river burst 
its banks and dykes on 4 December in 
Bunyala Central. This led to flooding of the 
adjacent low areas and displacement of 
some 330 families. There are livestock losses 
reported, but magnitude is yet to be 
determined; property and farmlands have 
been submerged in Bunyala Central, Bunyala 
South and part of Khajula. The road network 
in Bunyala Central and South has been 
rendered impassable. According to UNICEF, 
the water level is still rising and is at high 
levels under the main bridge at Rwambwa. 
Large numbers of people in Bunyala Central 
(Buhokha village, Busagwa and Lugale) are 
cut off from reaching evacuation centers set 
up at Rwambwa Primary School and Namalo 
primary schools in Bunyala East. 
  
The Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) 
reports that flooding in the Tana Delta 
displaced 1,177 households along the Tana 
River and another 1,500 households in the 
area of Assa, some 98 km from Garsen 
Town, in the last two weeks. There are 
16,026 vulnerable people in the Tana Delta, 
of whom 7,062 have been directly affected by 
the floods, after the Tana river burst its 
banks. 
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An assessment conducted from 1-5 December by the KRCS together with the Government (Provincial 
Administration) in the Coast region found that people had been displaced as follows: Miyesa Farm - 100 
households; Gamba and Lazima - 55 households; and in Kiembeni - 50 households. Some areas were not 
accessible by road, but it is estimated that 1,398 people (233 households) are displaced and in camp-like 
settings.  

In Garbatulla (Isiolo), floods have displaced 11,936 households according to an assessment conducted by 
Action Against Hunger on 4 December.  

Flooding has also affected communities in Wajir, Moyale,Garissa and Mandera, though information remains 
sketchy on the number of people affected.  

In Nairobi, heavy rains have affected some 3,500 households in the Mitumba slum who had been left 
homeless after their shelters were demolished by authorities. An assessment by Save the Children found 
that health concerns were rife as families have no access to toilets. Access to safe drinking water is also 
compromised. 
 

II. Humanitarian Needs and Response

Flood-affected people are in need of food aid, shelter/tents and non-food items (NFIs) consisting of cooking 
utensils, blankets, hygiene kits and mosquito nets. Sanitation facilities for affected people are lacking, and in 
many cases people are using untreated rain water from pans, a situation that has put their health at risk 
because of poor sanitation practices in some areas. Numerous damaged boreholes require rapid 
rehabilitation. Access to safe drinking water is reported as critical in several areas. Some families have lost 
crops, some of which were almost mature, after their farms were submerged by floodwaters. There is 
potential for continued food insecurity in the northern and eastern districts which have already suffered 
severe impacts of drought much of this year.  

Joint assessments between Government Departments and WESCOORD1 partners are underway in the 
affected districts in Nyanza with pre-positioned NFIs from Kisumu being distributed to displaced people. 

The KRCS has provided NFIs (mosquito nets, blankets, tarpaulins, soap, kitchen sets and aqua tabs) for 
some of the people in need. UNICEF is mobilizing family relief kits from Nairobi for 3,250 households (16,000 
people) to support response in the health and WASH sectors. More assistance is still needed in the domains 
of shelter, food, sanitation and health care. Rebuilding livelihoods will be a major priority for the affected 
communities. 

The Kenya Humanitarian Coordinator has approved a disbursement of US$148,000 from the Emergency 
Response Fund (ERF) for flood response. Additional funds from the ERF are being considered to help the 
KRCS meet demands in NFIs.   

IV. Coordination 
 
The District Disaster Preparedness Committee meeting in Budalangi met on 5 December to assess the 
magnitude of flood-affected people and ongoing response.  
 
In an interagency meeting on 10 December in Isiolo, it was noted that there is need to supply more water 
purification tablets (Pur) as people are likely to be displaced for some weeks before flood waters subside. 
Water sources have been contaminated and undergoing repairs in villages of origin. Food Aid was also 
requested by the interagency group.  WFP reported that the Food For Assets programme has not yet started, 
and that Food Distribution Points could be altered in areas where access is currently difficult because of 
flood waters.  
 
 
The Inter-Sector Meeting on 7 December discussed response to floods and noted some challenges in 
accessing communities who have been cut off by impassable roads. Two UNICEF staff were deployed to 
Siaya and Bunyala in western Kenya on 3 December to support Government-led rapid assessments and to 
bolster response coordination. Furthermore, on 6 December, two WASH officers, one logistics officer and 
one driver were deployed to Kisumu to support response.  
                                                 
1 Water and  Environmental Sanitation Coordination   
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On 23-26 November, the District Public Health Officers in Mandera East conducted an assessment to 
identify effects of the floods on water and sanitation facilities in Mandera town. The assessment results 
indicated that nine shallow wells and 117 latrines have been washed away. Water quality testing has been 
carried out and all of the 15 samples collected from random domestic water storage facilities, water tanks, a 
hospital and 2 schools returned a positive indication of faecal contamination, raising fears for diarrheal 
disease outbreaks. The WESCOORD says there is urgent need for water testing equipment in needed 
Mandera, Wajir and Garissa. Additional cholera supplies including jerry cans, buckets, and megaphones are 
also urgently required for distribution through health facilities in the North East Province.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VI. Contact 
 
Aeneas Chuma,  
Humanitarian Coordinator 
 
Ben Parker, Interim Head of Office, OCHA Eastern Africa 
parkerb@un.org, +254 733626131 
 
Patrick Lavandhomme, Deputy Head of Office, OCHA Eastern Africa 
lavandhomme@un.org, +254 710 602 326 
 
Thandie Mwape, Humanitarian Affairs Officer/Reporting and Analysis, OCHA Eastern Africa 
mwapet@un.org, +254 728 601 291 
 
For more information, please visit: http://ochaonline.un.org/kenya  
To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail ochakenya@un.org 
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Annex.1

 


