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This Drought Bulletin is a represents sub counties of Lopeei, Ngoleriet, Tarpac, Nadunget and 

Katikekile.  

March 2011 marked the beginning of the on set of the rainy season. Erratic rains with humid 

conditions were experienced in several areas of the districts giving way to intense opening of 

agricultural land. The seasonal forecast that rainfall amounts will likely be normal to below 

normal. It should not noted that as a result of the rainfall within the month, the vegetation 

condition has greatly improved with minimum numbers of households saying that Acacias and 

Desert Dates are yellowing. The shedding off observed has been due to the wild fires in the 

communities. 

The rejuvenated pastures and available water has significantly led to reduced time spent by 

livestock to access grazing areas by 2 hours as compared to February, this is because animals 

can graze in nearby areas. The available pasture and water has also maintained the good 

livestock body condition. This body condition is expected to improve if rains continue.  

Livestock disease cases have greatly subsidized as a result of continuous vaccination. 

Nevertheless, pockets of Lumpy skin and East Coast fever are suspected in Lokopo and Lopeei 

sub counties. 

Due to the on set of rains, about 900 acres of land were opened, part of which have been 

planted. Cereals (Sorghum-Sekeddo, Cow peas-Secow, Millet-Pearl) and Pulses Beans 

K132&131 are the dominant crops that have been planted. 83 bags of cassava cuttings (TME 

14) that were distributed have been planted, though households worry that the cuttings could 

have dried before sprouting. 

Time spent to access water decreased for boreholes, pans and dams, traditional rivers wells and 

springs except for rivers which increased from 1.5hours in February to 3.75hours in March. 

This increase is because rivers are used by both households and livestock thus causing 

congestion. Though borehole usage reduced from 87% to 65% due to the diversification of the 

rain fed water sources, it remains the most used source because it is the safest water for 

domestic use. 

 Prices of labor have increased. This is attributed to the demand of labor to open up land and as 

well to the fact that most labor force is involved in private gardens which reduces the supply in 

the market. Similarly the prices of wood and charcoal rose mainly because of the weather 

situation and because households are engaged more in opening up of land. As a consequence 

firewood and charcoal are less available on the market and demand supersedes supply. 

There was an increase in the terms of trade (meat:sorghum) mainly because of the rise in beef 

prices as a result of the low number of animals on the market for both sale and slaughter. 

Though this presents that pastoral community have a better purchasing power, it worth noting 

that this may not represent the entire community due to the on going quarantine in the 

neighboring districts. 

As households enter into the planting season with the onset of rains, communities are engaged 

in coping strategies that aim at maintaining their food stock level and ensuring they have 

enough to push them till the next harvest time. Mechanisms such as relying on gifts and 

borrowing from relatives are highly engaged by the households. This suggests that households’ 

food stock is diminishing and the little free food accessed during the campaigns is running out. 

Caution: Communities are cautioned to use safe water sources especially boreholes for 

domestic use following on the onset of the wet season. 
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Drought Bulletin Report 
   



  Access to grazing areas: 

  Access to grazing areas Remarks: 

March reflected a 2 hour decrease in the time spent to access grazing areas, which is attributed to the availability of 

some pastures and water for the animals following the onset of the rainy season. Nevertheless it was yet too early for 

this rain to offset movement. This situation is expected to improve if the seasonal rains continue. 

 

Drought Bulletin Report    

Time 2010 Dec 2011 Jan 2011 Feb 2011 Mar 

 
Hour(s) 

6.7 6 9.8 7.8 

Day(s) Nil Nil                 Nil Nil 

 

Livestock disease incidence 

 Diseases have generally subsided in the areas where they were reported in February. This is attributed to the 

vaccination exercise that was conducted early in February and to which most animals have responded positively. 

The available pastures and water for the animals helped animals meet their nutritional demands.  

However, there were pockets of new infections by CBPP, Lumpy skin disease and East coast fever reported in 

areas of Lokopo, and Lopeei (Napak district). About 140 cattle have been vaccinated and prophylactic action has 

also been undertaken against East coast fever to reduce on the spreading of the disease.  

 

Particulars Disease 

CBPP Lumpy skin disease East coast fever 

Species affected Cattle Cattle Cattle 

Production system Pastoral pastoral  pastoral 

Basis of diagnosis Postmortem   Clinical  Clinical  

Name of Parish Lokopo  Lopeei   Lopeei 

Number of cases 11 30 10 

Number of dead animals       

Slaughtered  21 0 0 

Died 0 0 0 

Destroyed 0 0 0 

Control measure Vaccination  Vaccination   Prophylactic approach 

Number  of vaccinated animals 140 0 0 

 Lab confirmation No No  Yes 

 



  Livestock body condition: 

Livestock body Condition Remarks: 

The livestock body condition of the animals remained 

generally fair over the month of March with no significant 

improvement in spite of the better accessibility to pasture and 

water and the decline in disease incidence following the 

vaccination campaign that was undertaken in February. 

  Calf mortality rate (%): 

Livestock mortality rate Remarks: 

 Mortality rate in calves was not established in March. However, the reports from the department of veterinary 

indicated that the level of mortality in all the livestock has reduced following the vaccination exercise that was 

conducted in February and the improved access to pasture and water.  
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 Types of water source:  

                                                                                             
March registered an increased 

diversity of water sources in use by 

the households with an increase in 

households using rivers from 4% to 

24%, and the appearance of new 

sources (pans and dams, traditional 

river wells and natural ponds) 

thanks to the onset of the rainy 

season. In parallel the usage of 

boreholes decreased from 87% in 

February to 65% in March and this 

is as a result of the availability of 

other rain fed sources.  The 

population using rain fed water 

sources is expected to increase if the 

rain season progresses. 

 

 

 

Time spent to fetch water (Hour(s)) 

There has been a significant reduction in 

the time spent to fetch water from the 

various sources except for Rivers where an 

increment was registered from 1.5 hours 

in February to 3.8 hours in March and this 

is as a result of rivers being shared wholly 

with the livestock. The decrease in 

boreholes’ time is attributed to the 

availability of a diversity of water 

collection points after the onset of the 

rainy season. This has relieved households 

from the competition that was experienced 

on boreholes in February, enabling now 

communities to access water more easily. 

Nevertheless, the safety of the water in use 

will have to be closely monitored. 

 

 



  Type Of Crop Planted: 

Type of Crop Planted Remarks: 

Cereals (mainly sorghum- Sekeddo) have been dominant across the districts; millet (Pearl millet) has also been 
planted in areas of Lorengchora and Lokopo. Pulses, mainly Beans (K132&131), Cowpeas (Secow), Maize 
(Longe V) and Tapery beans have also been planted. These are the typical crops planted in the districts with 
short maturity especially cowpeas and Tarpery beans. 

 Cassava cuttings (TME 14) that were distributed have all been planted, the only worry is that the cuttings could 
have dried underground before sprouting. This is a food security crop that is piloted in Irriri and Apeitolim as 
mother gardens with other areas planting in small scales. Most of the planting for cereals has been done using 
farmers own seed, acreage is expected to increase on completion of the seed distribution exercise. Note that the 
900 acres of land that was opened has not been entirely planted. 
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  Type of animals available in the market: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No animals were available in the market in March because of the quarantine imposed in the neighboring 

districts. This has affected sale of animals in the markets since most of the buyers always come from 

outside the district where quarantine is directly imposed, but now since their movement into and out of 

the district is prohibited, markets for animals is thus affected. 

 



  Terms of trade: 

Terms of trade Remarks: 

March was characterized by an increase in both prices of meat and sorghum, with the price of meat dominating. 

This explains the sharp increase in the terms of trade. The increase in the price of beef is attributed to the 

reduced number of animals in the market for both sale and slaughter. Additionally there has been reduced 

incidence of raids which is the major source of cheap animals and beef. Prices of sorghum increased, though 

slightly compared to the beef price, due to the fact that most of the grain is brought on market from the 

neighboring districts for planting time. 

NB: The increment in the ToT does not represent entirely an improvement in the livelihood of the pastoral 

households; because the increase in the price of meat is observed on a few selling points (as result of the 

quarantine) otherwise herders are not able to sell their stock to purchase food. 
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Rainfall estimation amounts:  
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Seasonal forecast 

The seasonal forecast predicts that there is increased likelihood of normal to below normal rainfall over 
the season. 

 

Vegetation condition (Percentage) 

Plant species Turning 

yellow 

Shading 

off leaves 

Desert Dates (Ekoreete) 0 5 

Accacia (Ekodiokodioi) 4 2 

Mushrooms and 

Mosses appearing 

Nil 

 

 

March indicated that most of the indicator plants are 

turning to green. This confirms the onset of the wet 

season with the rains experienced during the month. 

Incidences of leaf shade observed were as a result of 

bush fires in some of the communities. 

 
Moroto Napak 

Though the beginning of the year showed below LTM rainfal until February 2011, the RFE indicates that 
heavy rainfall have been observed from the 8th to the 16th of March and relatively low amounts of rainfall 
have been experienced at the end of the month.  This has enabled farmers to start opening land and 
pasture has started rejuvenating for livestock consumption. The evolution of the rainy season still needs 
to be closely monitored before making predictions on expected crop yield. 
 

 



Temperature pattern with 12 months historical data (Degree Celsius): 

Temperature Remarks: 

The Automatic weather link was not functional over the month of March due to technical faults. 
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        10-Dec 11-Jan 11-Feb 11-Mar 

Average quantity of water fetched daily at HH level 61.15 
47.4 43.74 45.5 

 

 

 

The quantity of water fetched per day has remained low as observed in February. The generally low volume 

of water collected per day in March is attributed to the poor quality of water in the Natural rain fed water 

sources resulting from poor sanitary practices. Households still depend on borehole water for domestic use 

and storage because the first water from the rain fed sources is considered unsafe and not fit for domestic 

use. This explains why average amount of water at household remains low amidst onset of rain and 

diversified rain fed sources. This leaves individuals at household level consuming on average 

6.5Litres/Person/day which is far below the recommended standard of 15Litres/Person/day. 

 

Unsafe water usage: 

Information on the areas that are using unsafe water sources was not ascertained in March. However, 

communities that are using rain fed water sources operate at a risk of contracting disease since the first rain 

fed water is mostly considered as unsafe. 

 

 

Quantity of water fetched daily (Litres). 



  Price of wood and charcoal pattern with 12 months historical data (UGX): 

Price of wood and charcoal Remarks: 

The price of charcoal has been steadily increasing as observed in the previous months of January and February. 

This increase in price is attributed to the high demand by the external markets. The increase in the prices of both 

commodities in March is also attributed to the onset of the rainy season where accessing both items from the field 

is more difficult. 

 Besides most of the labor is caught up in agricultural activity (communities earn much more from the sale of 

labor than the 2 commodities) therefore less people are burning charcoal and gathering firewood. This low 

market supply led to increased prices of the commodities. 

 

  Price of labor pattern with 12 months historical data (UGX): 

Price of labor Remarks: 

A sharp increment in the price of labor was observed in March and this is due the onset of rains which led to a high 

increase in labor demand to open land. This trend is normal for this period of the year. Additionally most casual 

labour force have also started opening up their own land in preparation for planting thus leaving a small supply of 

labour in the market. 
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  Type of Food Eaten (Based on Ranks): 

Type Food Eaten Remarks: 

Cereals ranked as the most consumed food items with sorghum being dominant, followed by Maize. However, 

the month reflected increases in the level at which communities are consuming wild fruits. This further confirms 

that communities are running out of food stock. This situation might not improve before the beginning of the 

harvest season (around August).  

 

Mar 

Katikekile Beans 1 

Cassava 2 

Potatoes 2 

Cowpea None 

G/nuts None 

Maize 1 

Meat 2 

     Sorghum 1 

Pumpkins None  
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Mar 

 Mixed 2 

Wild fruits and 
leaves None 

Lopeei Beans None 

Sorghum  3 

Gnuts None 

Maize 2 

Meat 3 

Mixed 5 

  

Sorghum 3 

 Tapac 
Beans 3 

Cowpeas 5 

G/nuts 6 

Meat 6 

Mixed 3 

Sorghum 1 

Wild fruits and 
leaves 1 

Ngoleriet  Beans 3 

Cassava 3 

     Cucumbers        7 

G/nuts 6 

Maize 6 

Meat 4 

Mixed 2 

Potatoes 3 

Millet  7 

Rice 6 

Sorghum 4 

Wild fruits and 
leaves 1 

Drought Bulletin Report  Page 12 of  14 

  
Mar 

Nadunget Beans 1 

  Rice 8 

  Cowpeas 9 

  Meat  4 

  G/nuts 7 

  Maize 3 

  Millet None 

  Mixed  2 

  Sorghum 5 

  
Wild fruits 
and leaves 6 

 



  Incidence of Acute Malnutrition: 

Incidence of Acute Malnutrition Remarks: 

Results from the nutritional surveillance have not been shared for the month of March. 
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Coping mechanisms: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March depicted moderately same coping strategies as February. This unchanged trend is 
attributed to the successive campaign period where households accessed free food and money 
to complement their food stock.  
 
However it should be noted that key strategies such as borrowing food from neighbors and 
relying on gifts increased since free donation during campaigns were given out and some 
households could borrow others who had not received the food. Extreme cases of going 
without food for an entire day where observed in areas that experienced household fires and 
had all the food stock burnt out in the fires. However this didn’t last for long since food aid was 
distributed to this households. 
All in all, the general situation was moderate for the month of March and with the onset of 
rains households are expected to start vegetable growing to improve further their status. 
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Freedom of movement: 

March reflected an improvement in the 

security situation. The households 

respondents reported that they were 

free to move during the day (100%) 

compared to the 54% in February.  This 

is attributed to the improved security 

situation in the areas of Lopeei and 

Ngoleriet and also the completed 

election period had put most 

households under tension.  However, 

communities have continually reported 

fears in moving at night due to 

purported raids from the neighboring 

communities.  

 

 

 

 


