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Abim: 

Drought Bulletin Report Tuesday 19 April 2011 Page 1 of  14 



 This Drought Bulletin is a representation of 9 parishes in Abim District, namely: Achangali, 

Awach, and Orwamuge in Lotuke Sub County, Atunga and Kiru in Abim Sub County, Loyoroit 

and Otumpili in Alerek Sub County, Oreta in Nyakwae Sub County and Katabok East in 

Morulem Sub County. 

March was moderately humid and less windy with higher rainfall compared to February. Due 

to the recent rains: grasses have sprouted and are green,  most of the Desert Dates and Acacia 

trees are green with minimal shedding of leaves as a result of the windy condition, and 

mushrooms and mosses have also started to appear. The seasonal forecast from 

Meteorological Department is that the rain is expected to be normal and below normal  

Because of the availability of pasture and water for livestock as a result of the first March 

rains, the animals’ body condition slightly improved and the calves’ mortality rate also 

reduced from 41.3% to 23.9%.  Time spent to access grazing land remained the same at 5.4 

hours because animals did not move from their previous grazing areas of Alerek and 

Nyakwae back home where pasture and water is at nearer distances. No cases of livestock 

migration and disease incidences were recorded during the month. Types of animals 

available in the market reduced because the Jie cows have started to move back to Kotido.  

In March, borehole usage as the main water source reduced from 90% in February to 59%, 

while springs usage reduced from 10% to 7% because alternative sources like Rock 

catchments (13%), Traditional River wells (20%) were available as a result of the rains. This 

in turn led to reduction in time spent to fetch water especially for boreholes from 1.7 hours in 

February to 1.1 hours in March.  Though the average quantity of water fetched at household 

daily has decreased from 188.57L to 131.8L in March, each household member still had 18.8L 

per day, which is above the minimum requirement of 15L/person/day. The current is 

considered normal. Borehole usage might increase in a few months because the District has 

already drilled 11 boreholes since January which are now awaiting installation.  

The security situation was fair in March because a greater percentage of households can 

move freely during night time as a result of reduced insecurity incidences such as road 

ambushes and killings which scaled down with the help of Paramilitary and UPDF road 

patrols. 

In preparation for the cultivation period, the Office of the Prime Minister provided 4 Tractors 

to cultivate and harrow 223 acres of land for each Sub County (a total of 1,112 acres) in the 

District.  So far, 240 acres have been completed in Abim Sub County and Abim Town Council. 

Short term crop seeds like Beans K132, Sekedo sorghum, Secow cowpeas, and Maize-Longe 5 

have been received by all Sub Counties. 

The price of wood and charcoal has increased due high food prices and the difficulty in 

accessing the items during rainy times. This has also reduced the supply compared to 

demand thus hiking prices.  

The prices of labor has also increased  as a result of increase in food prices and most laborers 

engaging in opening land for agriculture and leaving few households providing labor force yet  

the demand during this planting time is high. These trends are considered as normal for the 

current season. 

The high food prices therefore forced households to adopt various coping mechanisms and 

the main ones were; reducing portion size at meal times (70%), reducing the number of 

meals per day (68.9), and relying on hunting for food (53%). 

Drought Bulletin summary for the Month of March 2011 
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  Access to grazing areas: 

Access to grazing areas Remarks: 

Time taken to access grazing areas remained constant because the animals did not move back from 

their previous grazing areas (Alerek and Nyakwae) home where pasture and water is at nearer 

distances.  
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Time  2011 Feb 2011 March 

Hours 5.4 5.4 

Days Nil  Nil 

 

 

Livestock migration 

There is no information on livestock migration for the month of March. 



 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  Livestock body condition: 

Livestock Body Condition Remarks: 

Generally meaning livestock body condition improved 

from February to March. The improvement is due to 

availability of pasture and water as a result of the early 

March rains. The newly regenerated grass is now fit for 

animals’ consumption.  

This condition is likely to improve further in the next few 
months if the rains continue. 

  Calves mortality rate (%): 

Livestock mortality rate Remarks: 
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There was a decrease in the calves’ mortality due 

to increased milk yields in heifers for calves as a 

result of availability and accessibility of pastures 

and water.  

If the rains continue, the situation is likely to 

improve as the milk yields will increase and vice 

versa. 
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 Types of water source:  

 

Borehole usage as the main 

water source reduced from 

90% in February to 59% in 

March while springs usage 

decreased from 10% in 

February to 7% in March. The 

trend is so because other rain 

fed water sources like 

Traditional River wells and 

Rock catchments were 

available and therefore acted as 

alternative water sources. The 

population still relies on 

boreholes because they are 

considered safer than other 

sources. 

 

 

Time spent to fetch water (Hour(s) 

A decrease in time spent to fetch water from boreholes was observed from 1.7 hours in February 

to 1.1 hours in March while time to access springs remained  constant (0.9 hours). This is because 

of reduced queuing due to the availability of more alternative water sources like Rock catchments 

and Traditional River wells as a result of the rains.  



  Type Of Crop Planted: 

Type of Crop Planted Remarks: 

 In March, land is just being opened. People were involved 
in dry cultivation in preparation for planting.  
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  Type of animals available in the market: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Type of animal Total number Type (female/male, mature/immature) 
 

Bull 23 Male, Mature 
 

Cows 24 Female, Mature 
 

Bull calves 11 Male, Immature 
 

Heifer 11 Female, Immature 
 

 

 

 

There was a decrease in the number of cattle brought to the market in March compared to 
February because the Jie animals moved away towards their homeland. In that process they are 
keeping the younger animals as a priority and trying to sell off the mature ones, which is a normal 
trend at this period of the year. This answers the needs of Abim population who needs mature 
animals for ploughing. The fact that the Jie are willing to sell off their mature animals before 
returning home has caused a decrease in bull prices from 515,444 UGX in February to 375,555 UGX 
in March. Fewer animals are likely to be available in the market in the next few months because the 
Jie cattle might continue returning to their homes if the rains continue. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

   

 
  

 

  Terms of trade: 

Terms of trade Remarks:  

 
The Terms of Trade for both Charcoal/Sorghum and Labor/Sorghum decreased in March. The trend is so 
because Charcoal prices increased from 2,084 UGX in February to 2,777 UGX in March as Sorghum prices 
increased from 28,888 UGX in February to 75,189 UGX in March. Labor prices also increased from 1,000 
UGX in February to 2,239 UGX. 

Sorghum prices increased sharply compared to labor and charcoal because Sorghum is becoming scarce by 
the day as the supply of other grains is low. In order to bridge the gap, people tend to trade on Sorghum as 
the only alternative. 
This shows that the purchasing power of households is deteriorating since a unit of charcoal sold can not 
purchase a unit of sorghum and as well a unit of labour earned is not able to purchase a unit of sorghum. 
 
PS: data from January to December 2010 are not available. 
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Rainfall pattern with 12 months historical data:  

Rainfall Remarks: 

Though the beginning of the year showed below LTM rainfal until February 2011, the RFE indicates that heavy 
rainfall have been observed for the two last decades of the month.  This has enabled farmers to start opening land 
and pasture has started rejuvenating for livestock consumption. It is nevertheless yet too early to make predictions 
on the expected crop yield since the evolution of the rainfall needs close monitoring. 
 
 

Drought Bulletin Report Tuesday 19 April 2011 Page 8 of  14 

Seasonal forecast 

 The seasonal prediction from the Department of Meteorology is that the overall rainfall is expected to 
be normal and below normal during this season. 

 

Vegetation condition (Percentage) 

Plant species Turning 

yellow 

Shading 

off leaves 

Desert Dates (Ekoreete) 22.2% 22.2% 

Accacia (Ekodiokodioi) 11.1% 11.1% 

Mushrooms and 

Mosses appearing 

11.1% 

 

In March, a small percentage of households 

reported that Desert dates and Acacia tree leaves 

were turning yellow and shedding off leaves 

compared to February. Households also reported 

the appearance of mushrooms and mosses. This 

confirms the humid conditions in the district. The 

reality is that shedding of leaves was caused by 

the windy conditions and this was very minimal. 



Temperature pattern with 12 months historical data (Degree Celsius): 

Temperature Remarks: 

Though the Automatic Weather was not functional, March was moderately hot and humid with less wind 
compared to February. 
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 Quantity of water fetched daily (Liters) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Feb 11 March 11 
Average amount of water daily 

fetched per HH  
188.57L 131.8L 

 

There was a decrease in the average amount of water fetched per household daily because as many 

people were engaged in garden fewer people went to fetch water. Also, the brick making activity 

which consumes a lot of water scaled down during March. Nevertheless, each household member 

still had 18.8L per day, which is above the minimum requirement of 15L/person /day. 

Unsafe water usage: 

No information on unsafe water source usage was reported in the month of March. 



  Price of wood and charcoal pattern with 12 months historical data (UGX): 

Price of wood and charcoal Remarks: 

Firewood prices increased from 1,667 UGX in February to 2,813 UGX in March because of increased 
food prices in the market. Charcoal prices also increased from 2,084 UGX per basin in February to 2,777 
UGX per basin in March as well because of increased food prices and very few people were engaged in 
the activity, causing demand to over weigh supply.  
Firewood and Charcoal prices are likely to increase in the next few months if the rains continue because 
many people will be busy with garden work during the planting season. 
PS: The prices reflected in the graph from September to October 2010 correspond to prices of bags of 50kg 
while the prices reflected from December 2010 correspond to prices of a basin. 
 

Price of labor pattern with 12 months historical data (UGX): 

Price of labor Remarks: 

Daily labor price increased from 1,000 UGX in February to 2,239 UGX in March because of increased food 

prices at the market. Moreover most people were busy in their gardens leaving only a few laborers. Even 

the Jie girls and women who provided cheap labor went back to their homes.  If rains come, labor prices 

are likely to shoot high in the next coming months because fewer people are likely to be available as the 

rest will be busy in their gardens. 
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  Type of Food Eaten (Based on Ranks): 

Type of Food Eaten Remarks: 

In March, highly consumed food types included Beans, Sorghum and Wild fruits and leaves because other food 

types are becoming scarce and these are the readily available in the market. Wild fruits like Mangoes are in 

abundance and are now eaten by almost every household because this is the right season for their consumption. 

The trend could improve in the coming months if greens and vegetables are available in the garden on condition 

that rainfalls are enough.  

Mar 

Abim Beans 2 

Cassava 6 

Cowpeas 6 

Cucumbers 6 

 

G/nuts 5 

Meat 5 

Millet  5 

Mixed 3 
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Mar 

Abim Potatoes 4 

Rice 
7 

Abim Sorghum 1 

Wild fruits and 

leaves 
1 

 
 

 

  

  

 
 

  

  

Morulem 
Beans 1 

Cassava 2 

Cowpeas 3 

G/nuts 3 

Sorghum 1 

Wild fruits and 
leaves 

1 

 
 

Nyakwae Beans 1 

Cassava 4 

G/nuts 7 

Maize 5 

Meat 1 

Millet 3 

Potatoes 7 

Pumpkins 6 

Rice 6 

Sorghum 3 

Wild fruits and 
leaves 

2 
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Mar 

 

Lotuke 

Beans 1 

Cassava 2 

Cowpeas 1 

Cucumbers 10 

G/nuts 9 

Meat  3 

Millet 5 

Mixed 1 

Potatoes 7 

Rice 8 

Sorghum 4 

Wild fruits and 

leaves 

6 

 

Alerek 

Beans 1 

Cassava 1 

Cowpeas 2 

G/nuts 2 

Maize flour 2 

Meat 2 

Millet 4 

Mixed 3 

Rice 5 

Sorghum 1 

Wild fruits and 

leaves 

5 

 

 

 

Lotuke 

Beans 1 

  

Cassava 7 



  

Drought Bulletin Report Tuesday 19 April 2011 Page 13 of  14 

 
Coping mechanisms: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Given the prevailing situation of high food prices in the market, households have adopted 
various coping mechanisms and the main ones were; reducing portion size at meal times (70%), 
reducing the number of meals per day (68.9), and relying on hunting for food (53%). Consuming 
less expensive cereals like sorghum is one of the best ways of minimizing food wastage.  

The situation is likely to improve in the next few months if the rains are enough for the growth of 
vegetables and greens which would then facilitate households’ diet. 
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 Freedom of movement: 

The security situation was fair for 

March because February insecurity 

incidences such as road ambushes 

and killings were scaled down by 

the Paramilitary and UPDF activities 

like road patrols. This has made 

households more free to move 

during night time. A meeting 

between the Jie cattle keepers and 

the local community was also held 

where the Jie promised to stay 

peaceful. It’s also worth to mention 

that the Jie cattle keepers in Abim 

have started to move to Kotido 

making the community feel more 

secure.  

 

 


