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Returnee Overview* 

State: Upper 
Nile Unity Warrap 

Northern 
Bahr el 
Ghazal 

Western 
Bahr el 
Ghazal Lakes Jonglei 

Western 
Equatoria 

Central 
Equatoria 

Eastern 
Equatoria Total 

New Arrivals  
16-22 March 84 666 64 754 74 0  55 0  305 14 2,016 

Previous 
Arrivals 
(adjustments) 0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 

Previous Total 42,001 57,104 30,158 51,152 12,820 12,575 18,596 795 28,047 5,764 259,012 

Updated 
Total 42,085 57,770 30,222 51,906 12,894 12,575 18,651 795 28,352 5,778 261,028 

Type of Returnee 

Government 
Assisted 13,228 31,880 16,740 16,755 6,345 10,873 15,090 309 14,505 4,462 130,187 

Spontaneous 13,707 25,890 4,225 33,760 6,549 1,432 3,531 437 13,847 1,316 104,694 

Unspecified 15,150 0 9,257 1,391 0 270 30 49 0 0 26,147 

 
*since 30 October 2010. Contains only verified IOM data unless otherwise noted. Figures as of 22 March 2011. 

 
Situation Overview  
 
1. On average, 4,000 returnees have arrived per week since mid-January. The rate of returns has remained 

steady over the last couple of months, with the pace dropping from 2,000 per day during the lead-up to the 
referendum to an average of just over 4,000 returnees per week, due to lack of Government of Southern Sudan 
(GoSS) funding for transport and insecurity in Southern Kordofan and Abyei, through which several return routes 
pass. During the past week just over 2,000 people arrived, the majority spontaneously. Close to 200 government-
assisted returnees also arrived by air to Juba. A convoy of barges carrying 2,717 returnees formerly stranded at 
the way station in Kosti in northern Sudan halted in Malakal and continued south to Juba, where it is expected by 
the coming weekend, stopping in Adok in Unity, Shambe in Lakes and Bor in Jonglei along the way. The numbers 
remaining in Kosti are estimated at about 800, although partners are watching whether numbers increase in 
expectation that more transport will be provided south. 

 
2. Partners are working hard to respond to the needs of returnees caught in zones of conflict. Humanitarian 

agencies remain concerned about the potential impact on returnees of clashes between security forces and militia 
groups in parts of Jonglei, Unity, and Upper Nile states. Particular attention is being given to Mayom County in 
Unity and Canal and Fangak in Jonglei where approximately 25,000 returnees are concentrated as a result of 
intense fighting. In areas where access is gradually opening again, such as in northern Jonglei, humanitarian 
partners are urgently undertaking assessments to establish needs for all affected people, including returnees. 

 
3. Re-verification exercises continue in areas where discrepancies exist in the number of returnees. Re-

verification activities are underway in parts of Unity and Jonglei where reports from locations that are harder to 
access suggest there are more returnees than officially verified, including in Koch County in Unity where a 
verification team that had been delayed several times due to insecurity has been able to finish its work. The teams 
in Ayod and Bor South counties of Jonglei have also completed their work. However, an assessment in Uror in 
Nyirol County and the western part of Akobo County in Jonglei has been delayed due to insecurity. Verification 
and registration of spontaneous returnees in Warrap has continued, and only Tonj South, Gogrial East and Tonj 
North counties are still to be verified.   

 
Humanitarian Needs and Response  
 
4. Onward transport and assistance to returnees in transit is underway. Returnees who arrived in Malakal in 

Upper Nile from Kosti in the preceding week have received vaccination services, malnutrition screening, and 
mosquito nets upon arrival. Those awaiting onward transport or land allocation are currently housed at the way 

Key Issues:  

 The total number of returns climbed to more than 261,000 people over the week, with the movement of returnees 
previously stranded in Kosti also underway.   

 Ensuring unimpeded access to areas affected by conflict in recent weeks remains a priority.  

 Preparedness for the rainy season has stepped up with partners prioritizing vulnerable groups.  
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station outside the town. In Juba, partners are preparing additional assistance for returnees arriving on the barges 
from Kosti, including extra shelter and transport support as the rainy season commences, especially for the large 
portion destined for Eastern and Western Equatoria. Returnees in Wau report that trucks with their luggage were 
left behind in Khartoum due to funding limitations when they departed in December last year. The luggage has 
reportedly not arrived as funds are still not available. 
 

5. Humanitarian assistance is continuing while returnees reintegrate in their new communities. In preparation 
for the rainy season and possible flooding, water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) partners are distributing soap 
and working on hygiene training, household level water chlorination and latrine maintenance to offset needs at the 
highly congested Udhaba transit site in Aweil in Northern Bahr el Ghazal, where state authorities are discouraging 
more permanent WASH interventions such as boreholes. However, a case of watery diarrhea has been reported 
and in response to the alert, a cholera treatment facility has been established and preventive activities are 
ongoing. UNHCR’s program providing permanent shelter to vulnerable returnees is expanding to all 10 states, 
with a concentration in the states of highest return, including Unity, Warrap, Northern Bahr el Ghazal and Upper 
Nile. Approximately 20,000 households are expected to receive the support. The shelters are built by communities 
in exchange for vocational training and a portion is also provided to the host community. In Western Bahr el 
Ghazal, state authorities have selected areas for urgent borehole construction, including final destination sites for 
returnees, and will begin drilling by the coming week. Land allocation delays in Wau in Western Bahr el Ghazal 
are making the humanitarian situation for over 700 returnees hosted at the Mahat Mayo transit site more urgent 
and as a result, humanitarian partners have scaled up nutrition response, vaccination and health treatment 
services, and are reviewing food assistance needs of returnees.  

 
6. Child protection partners are helping authorities to assist returnee children without parental care. The 

National Council for Child Welfare (NCCW) in northern Sudan and the Ministry of Gender, Children, and Social 
Welfare (MoGSCW) in southern Sudan supported by child protection partners have been working on the 
movement of children without parental care, including separated and unaccompanied children of southern 
Sudanese origin who currently live in Khartoum. Meetings between NCCW and MoGSCW colleagues occurred on 
23-24 March in Juba supported by child protection partners from both the south and the north to work on 
modalities for the movement. Registration based on place of origin for children without parental care is ongoing in 
Khartoum, particularly for children of southern Sudanese descent.  
 

7. The land allocation process continues with varied results. In Kwajok in Warrap State land allocation has 
picked up, with a rate of about 200 plots per day being surveyed and over 2,000 plots already given out, of more 
than 5,000 that are estimated to be needed. In Northern Bahr el Ghazal, land allocation is proceeding in most 
counties although in delays in Aweil are linked to the lack of surveyors. In Jonglei, the state government has 
formally requested assistance from UNDP to provide surveyors to delineate land in Bor town. This request comes 
in addition to a number from other state governments, making it difficult to meet all of them promptly. The payment 
of land-related fees by returnees has been variable across southern Sudan, although in general fees for returnees 
are being waived, minimized, or will be paid in installments over a longer period of time. 

 
Coordination  
 
8. The second round of workshops on implementing the Operational Guidelines for Return will take place in 

the coming week. There has been high demand for the workshops to continue, and the next session has been 
scheduled to take place in Wau in Western Bahr el Ghazal from 31 March to 1 April, followed by Kwajok in Warrap 
the following week. The coming workshop was originally planned for Malakal in Upper Nile but had to be 
suspended as partners are heavily involved with the response to insecurity in Upper Nile and northern Jonglei. 
The training sessions will be adjusted based on lessons learned and the revisions to the guidelines.  

 
 


