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President officially opens the National TV 

 (Mogadishu – 05 April, 2011) President Sharif Sheik Ahmed officially opened on Monday the 

state television, Somali National Television (SNTV) at the headquarters of the Ministry of 

Information, Posts & Telecommunications.  

After the ribbon cutting ceremony, the President said: 

“This television came at the right time after being off the air for two decades. I am impressed by 

the progress made by the Ministry starting with Radio Mogadishu, then the Newspaper and now 

a TV. I thank the Minister of Information and all staff for this historic achievement.”  

The Minister of Information, Posts and Telecommunications, H.E. Abdulkareem Hassan Jama, 

said that the television station opens new vista for the Somali People, and gives them a new 

voice and a forum for balanced and frank discussions. “The Somali People now have the option 

of getting news, information and entertainment from an unbiased National Source. From their 

own National Television.” The Minister also pointed out, "We will have programs on good 

citizenship, National identity, values, marital matters, good health, culture and sports."  

 

SNTV is currently available 24 hours a day on Thaicom 5, reaching most of Africa, and many 

parts of Asia . Plans are already underway to make the channel available on Hotbird and Galaxy 

satellites for the benefit of the Somali communities in Europe and North America.  

The Minister added that the television will provide news, entertainment, knowledge, education, 

commentary on political, social and economic issues, and of course, programming targeted 

towards the youth.  The Minister of Information, Posts and Telecommunications also pointed out 

that he expects the new Television to have a powerful positive influence on Somali communities 

around the world. 

 

The perception about Somalia in many parts of the world is one associated with civil war, 
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violence and piracy. What most people do not know is that Somalia is changing and has a good 

story to tell. The Minister pointed out that the SNTV will  have the responsibility of telling that 

story as well as contributing the cause of peace and stability in Somalia. "It is our hope that this 

new medium and the quality programming we choose will send clear, unambiguous and positive 

messages to encourage and inspire our people", the Minister added.  
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