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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Harvest of the current Rabi season wheat is forecast at a record 
level of 81.5 million tonnes.  

 Prices of the staple food grains, rice and wheat, have stabilized 
in recent months. 

 High inflation (in excess of 13 percent) of primary products is a 
cause for concern for food security of the low income 
population. 

A bumper harvest of the current Rabi season 
wheat is forecast 
Harvesting of Rabi (winter) crops, such as wheat, barley and some 
paddy has began in southern states and will progressively move 
northwards. The official forecast of 2011 wheat harvest is put at a 
bumper level of 81.47 million tonnes, about one percent above the last 
year’s previous record production.  Despite of dry spells in West Bengal 
and Bihar states in the east and cyclones/floods in other parts, overall 
favourable weather and rising commodity prices are seen responsible 
for the good harvest.  At the beginning of the season the Government 
increased the minimum support price for this year’s wheat by 11 
percent over the level of the previous marketing year (April/March.).  
 
The final estimate of the total cereal production for 2010 is estimated at 
216.8 million tonnes (including milled rice), showing a significant 
recovery of 6.5 percent from the drought affected 2009but just shy of 
the record output of the preceding year.   
 
Reportedly the current wheat stocks are in the order of 19 million 
tonnes, far greater than the official target level of 8.2 million tonnes. 
The ban on rice and wheat exports was partially lifted by allowing 
export of 300 000 tonnes of non basmati rice and of 200 000 tonnes of 
wheat to Bangladesh and additional quantities to Nepal. Cereal exports, 
mainly rice, maize, and wheat, during 2010/11 marketing year are 
estimated at about 3.8 million tonnes showing slight increase over the 
previous year.  

Current prices of rice and wheat generally higher 
than the same period a year ago 
The year-on-year general inflation (based on the wholesale price index 
for primary articles) in second week of March 2011 was estimated at 
13.5 percent. By contrast, rice and wheat price inflation was measured 
at 5.9 and 3.4 percent respectively as an average over the previous 52 
weeks.  With the expectations of a bumper harvest and a release of 
significant amount of grains from the government stocks prices are 
stabilizing, however the general inflationary tendency continues in the 
economy.  

Food security is affected by high food prices  

Increasing prices of general consumer products and basic food 
commodities is affecting food security of population with low incomes 
and inadequate access to food. Among other policy measures, the 
provision of highly subsidised rice or wheat distribution programme 
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especially for the below-poverty line families under the National Food 
Security Act has been scaled up. The entitlement under this 
programme is 25 kg of rice or wheat per month per family at INR 3 per 
kg. Duty-free imports policy of for rice, wheat, pulses, edible oils, and 
raw sugar has been extended. 
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