
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 UNHCR reports a sharp 

increase in the number of 

new refugees from South 

Kordofan in South Sudan, 

with 500 new refugees 

registered in Yida camp.  

 Poor road conditions hamper 

flood response efforts in 

Central Darfur, where the 

number of people affected by 

recent floods has risen to 

28,700.  

 More than 200,000 refugees 

and IDPs have returned to 

their homes in Darfur since 

January 2011, according to 

UNHCR. 

 

 

  

# of refugees in 
Sudan (UNHCR) 

139,000 

# of Sudanese 
refugees from 
Blue Nile in 
Ethiopia 
(UNHCR) 

38,470 

# of Sudanese 
refugees from 
Blue Nile and 
South Kordofan 
in South Sudan 
(UNHCR) 

172,151 

  

  

1.1 billion 
requested (US$) 

 

48% funded 
 

New wave of refugees fleeing to South Sudan 

According to the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), there has been a sharp rise in the 
number of new refugees fleeing from South Kordofan State to South Sudan. Between 10 
and 12 September, more than 500 people are reported by UNHCR to have crossed the 
border from South Kordofan and made their way to Yida camp in South Sudan’s Unity 
State – up from an average of 70 people per day in late August. According to UNHCR, 
there are some 172,000 Sudanese refugees from Blue Nile and South Kordofan states 
sheltered in several camps in South Sudan’s Upper Nile and Unity states. On 12 
September, UNHCR reported that when seasonal rains subside and roads become 
passable, there could be a further influx of new Sudanese refugees from Blue Nile and 
South Kordofan states seeking shelter across the border in South Sudan.   

In Ethiopia, UNHCR is preparing 
for new arrivals of Sudanese 
refugees. Between September and 
December 2011, Ethiopia received 
some 20,000 Sudanese refugees 
and a similar surge could occur as 
the rainy season ends, particularly 
if fighting between the Sudanese 
Armed Forces (SAF) and Sudan 
People’s Liberation Movement-
North (SPLM-N) forces continues 
in Blue Nile State. UNHCR reports 
that the number of Sudanese 
refugees in Ethiopia’s Assosa 
region, mainly from Blue Nile 
State, currently stands at 38,470 
people. 

Relief aid sent to people affected by fighting in Hajar Al-Dom, South 
Kordofan 

In Government-controlled parts of South Kordofan and Blue Nile, humanitarian relief 
continues to be provided to civilians affected by the conflict. According to the 
Government’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC), no civilian displacement occurred 
following fighting last week between the SAF and SPLM-N near Hajar Al-Dom village, 
about 30km northeast of Kalogi town in South Kordofan. HAC in Kalogi reported that non-
food relief supplies provided by the Government were dispatched to Hajar Al-Dom on 16 
September, while miscellaneous food items were delivered to people affected by the 
fighting during the previous week.  

According to HAC, the number of people who remain displaced as a result of recent 
fighting between the SAF and SPLM-N forces around El Moreib area in South Kordofan 
State is 10,500 people. With logistical support from the World Food Programme (WFP), in 

Humanitarian Bulletin 
Sudan 
Issue 36 | 10 – 16 Sep 2012 

New wave of Sudanese refugees P.1

Aid to war and flood-affected IDPs P.2

Child mortality decreases by 30% P.3

More returns in Darfur P.4

Children at a nutrition centre in Kassala (UNICEF) 

Sudanese refugees in a camp in South Sudan (UNHCR) 



Sudan Humanitarian Bulletin |2 
 
 

 

www.unocha.org/sudan | www.unocha.org | ochasudan_feedback@un.org  
This report was prepared by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in collaboration with humanitarian 

partners. 

the coming week more relief supplies for those displaced from El Moreib will be 
dispatched from El Obeid, North Kordofan. 

Tripartite (AU/LAS/UN) initiative 

Following the agreements reached in Addis Ababa on 4-5 August, the Tripartite – African 
Union (AU), the League of Arab States (LAS) and United Nations (UN) – has prepared 
teams which are ready to deploy to South Kordofan and Blue Nile to assess humanitarian 
needs and to deliver assistance to war-affected civilians, including those in SPLM-N 
controlled areas. The Government has requested further discussion regarding 
implementation modalities before Tripartite teams are authorised to deploy. The Tripartite 
teams are ready to deploy as soon as they get the green light from the relevant 
authorities.  

Travel restricted as a result of new procedures 
Due to a lack of travel permits, on 9 September the UN Country Team was prevented 
from boarding a UN flight to El Fasher, North Darfur, to attend a meeting with UNAMID. 
On 15 September, members of the Darfur Joint Assessment Mission technical mission 
could not travel to Darfur due to a lack of travel permits. However, some members of the 
technical mission were able to travel to Darfur later. On 13 September, a team of UNHCR 
staff travelling from Khartoum to Kassala were prevented from entering the town of 
Kassala due to the new rules which stipulate that UN staff need to obtain travel permits to 
enter Kassala town. The UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in Sudan has been 
carrying out intense discussions with relevant Government authorities to resolve these 
issues, taking into consideration the fast track clearance procedures for humanitarian 
work in Darfur that were adopted following the 2004 ‘moratorium on restrictions,’ and the 
2007 Joint Communique between the Government and the United Nations. 
 

More relief aid is given to flood-affected people 
Torrential rains and flash floods in Muglad town, South Kordofan 

The international NGO Save the Children reports that over the past two weeks heavy rain 
and flooding has damaged property in Al Muglad town in South Kordofan. The rains have 
also made roads on the Lagawa – Alsunut route inaccessible, rendering the monitoring of 
nutrition-related activities in the area difficult. Save the Children supports nutrition 
screening in 15 health centres across South Kodorfan through its community-based 
management of malnutrition programme (CMAM). The community outreach volunteers 
trained by Save the Children have screened a total of 55,967 under-five children since 
the start of the program in January for their nutrition status and appropriately referred 
them for treatment. Save the Children distributed 38 cartons of Plumpy’nut, 2.9 MT of 
corn - soya blend, 290 kg of oil and 290 kg of sugar to the outpatient therapeutic 
programme (OTP) in all 15 health centres. 

Flood response in Central Darfur hampered by impassable roads 

According to international humanitarian organisations and HAC, the number of people 
affected by floods in the Bindisi, Wadi Salih and Nertiti localities in Central Darfur has 
increased to some 28,700 people. While humanitarian organisations have provided 
emergency shelter and non-food relief suppplies for some 5,000 people affected by 
floods in the Bindisi locality, the assistance could not be transported due to impassable 
roads. In the Wadi Salih locality, humanitarian partners have so far provided emergency 
shelter and non-food relief supplies to some 4,100 flood-affected people out of almost 
10,000 people identified. In addition, 17 water points in Ummkher, Taiba and Garsila 
have been chlorinated, providing the affected communities with access to safe water.  

In Nertiti, HAC and humanitarian partners have identified 10,000 flood-affected people, of 
whom 3,700 were provided non-food relief supplies. Between 9 and 15 September, WFP 
distributed one-month food rations to some 5,400 flood-affected internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) in Nertiti. More than half of the flood-affected families in Nertiti are host 
communities, while the rest are displaced people. The UN Office for Project Services 

Floods have affected 
up to 28,700 people 
in Central Darfur. In 
the Bindisi locality, 
relief aid could not 
be transported due 
to poor road 
conditions as a result 
of recent heavy 
rains. 

Some 10,500 people 
remain displaced as a 
result of recent 
fighting between the 
SAF and SPLM-N 
forces around El 
Moreib area in South 
Kordofan State. 
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(UNOPS) reports that so far they have provided emergency shelter and non-food relief 
kits to some 14,500 people affected by floods in Central Darfur. 

Flood-affected IDPs in West Darfur receive assistance  

The international NGO Terre des Hommes (TdH) reports that, in the coming days, it will 
provide emergency shelter assistance to some 1,000 flood-affected people in Riyad, Dorti 
and Ardamata IDP camps in El Geneina, West Darfur. In addition, the international NGO 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) has distributed shelter materials to 150 flood-affected 
people in Abuzar IDP camp. According to HAC and other humanitarian organisations, 
some 6,665 people have been affected by heavy rains and flooding in West Darfur since 
the start of the rainy season. Meanwhile, non-food relief supplies have arrived in El 
Geneina from the warehouse in El Obeid, North Kordofan.  

In South Darfur, international NGOs are identifying the most vulnerable displaced families 
following reports that some 4,600 people were affected by floods in Kalma camp for 
internally displaced persons (IDP). Meanwhile, aid agencies have verified that some 
3,400 people who have been affected by heavy rain and flooding in the Alsalam and Bileil 
localities require assistance.  

Decrease in child mortality rate in Sudan  
Progress on reducing child deaths - UNICEF  

The 2012 Progress Report on Committing to Child Survival, recently released by the UN 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), reports that the mortality rate for children under the age of five 
in Sudan decreased by 30 per cent from 1990 to 2011 – from 123 deaths per 1,000 live 
births in 1990 to 86 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2011. The number of deaths of children 
under the age of five in 2011 was 95,000. Pneumonia and diarrhea are the main diseases 
killing under-five children, responsible for 19 and 12 per cent of all under-five deaths 
respectively. According to UNICEF, nearly half of children in Sudan have not been fully 
immunised. In addition, high disease burdens and inadequate health services leave 
children exposed to acute watery diarrhea, malaria, measles and other preventable 
diseases. 

 

In Sudan, mortality 
rate amongst 
children less than 
five years of age has 
decreased by 30 per 
cent since 1999.  
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Decrease in the number of child soldiers 
On 16 September, the UN and African Union Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) reported that 
one of the largest armed movements in Darfur, the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM), 
committed itself to prohibiting the recruitment and use of child soldiers. JEM has agreed 
to establish an operational mechanism to identify children who are associated with its 
forces for demobilisation and reintegration. The recruitment and use of children is 
considered a serious crime under International Law and the Sudan Child Act of 2010. 
JEM is among seven armed movements in Darfur, including the Sudan Liberation 
Army/Abdul Wahid (SLA/AW), to have taken such steps. In July, the Liberation and 
Justice Movement (LJM), a signatory of the Doha Document for Peace in Darfur (DDPD), 
issued a similar order. 

According to UNICEF, there were an estimated 6,000 child soldiers in Darfur in 2008. 
However, the number of child soldiers from different armed groups in Darfur registered 
since 2007 by the Disarmament, Demobilisation and Reintegration Commission (DDRC) 
and UNICEF is 1,167.  

Over 200,000 returns in Darfur since 2011 
This week in North Darfur, OCHA is leading an inter-agency mission to the Umm Baru 
locality to conduct assessments in the return villages of Umm Baru, Orschi, Abu Leha and 
Gurbura. UNHCR conducted return assessments in the area in January 2012. The 
mission will look into the delivery of basic services and rehabilitation needs. According to 
humanitarian organisations on the ground, the sustainability of returns in Darfur depends 
on the provision of security, availability of basic services and viable livelihood 
opportunities. 

Earlier this month, an inter-agency team visited the return village of Niegeia’a in the 
Niteiba locality of South Darfur. The team found that some 300 people had returned from 
Dar El Salam in North Darfur to cultivate their land. These farmers said that, as they were 
worried by the presence of armed movements in the area, they may return to North 
Darfur following their harvest. The Return and Reintegration Working Group (RRWG) in 
South Darfur reported that a post-harvest follow-up assessment will be required to identify 
whether the return is seasonal or permanent.  

According to UNHCR, 39,500 refugees returned to areas of origin in Darfur between 
January 2011 and June 2012, while 165,000 IDP returns took place during the same 
period. 

Handover of NGO facilities to national partners 
The international NGO World Vision International (WVI) reports that due to funding 
constraints it will hand over its clinic in Khor Abeche, South Darfur – the only operational 
clinic in the area providing healthcare to some 5,000 people – to the State Ministry of 
Health (SMoH). The SMoH, however, reports that it lacks staff to run the facility. 
Meanwhile, the international NGO Care International Switzerland (CIS) is planning to 
hand its general food distribution activities in parts of Darfur to the national NGO Afag 
Organisation for Peace and Development in October 2012. WVI reported in August that 
due to insufficient funding it was planning to hand over four healthcare facilities in South 
and East Darfur to the respective SMoH. WVI said that it would continue to supply drugs 
to the health centres until the end of September 2012.  
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