
In Cox’s Bazar, COVID-19 has had significant impact 

in the already extremely congested camps and 

has also had a number of adverse effects on the 

host community. The pandemic and containment 

measures have exacerbated existing discrimination 

and inequalities for vulnerable groups and those 

already marginalized. Women and girls facing an 

increase in unpaid care work, greater protection risks 

in and out of their homes and more mental health 

issues, while simultaneously being less able to access 

lifesaving services and support. 

A Rapid Gender Analysis was conducted by ISCG 

Gender Hub, CARE, Oxfam, ACAPS-NPM and UN 

Women. Understanding how social characteristics, 

such as gender, age, disability status, or gender 

identity, along with the rigid social norms in both 

communities and the decreasing basic services play 

a role in a person’s ability to protect themselves and 

recover from the secondary impacts of COVID-19, is 

crucial to ensuring a response that does not leave 

the most vulnerable behind. Women, men and other 

vulnerable groups such as transgender persons, 

people with disabilities, and sex workers are willing 

to participate in the COVID-19 response and must be 

officially recognized, visible and actively involved in 

the response at all stages.

The following highlights the key findings and 

recommendations for the Food Security Sector 

identified by women and men in Rohingya and host 

communities based on their needs and concerns. 

Women are facing a lot of problems, 
especially women who don’t have 
husbands. They have to leave their 
children at home and come to the 
distribution centre. Before there were 
people to help them. Now there’s no 
one to a them. Everyone’s helping 
themselves. Women have to stay in 
the queue for a long time, sometimes 
it takes a whole day. It’s really difficult 
for women.

- Female, 26, Rohingya, Frontline 
worker

Rohingya woman engaged in mask production in UN 
Women/BRAC Multi-purpose women centre in camp 3. 
Photo Credit: Marie Sophie Pettersson.
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The report, In the Shadows of the Pandemic: The Gendered Impact of COVID-19 on Rohingya and Host 
Communities can be found here.

Findings Recommendations

•	 Access to food assistance has been insufficient 
for Rohingya refugees, particularly single 
mothers, households headed by persons with 
disabilities, pregnant and lactating women, the 
elderly and children. Respondents additionally 
reported a deterioration in food quality. 
Host communities also face overwhelming 
difficulties accessing sufficient food, with 
women sharing concerns about changes in 
prices at the market, access to distributions 
and the lack of income. 

•	 The economic consequences of the pandemic 
and its associated preventive measures have 
had one of the most significant impacts 
on women, girls, men and boys in both 
communities, affecting   their livelihoods, 
which in turn limits their ability to seek 
services or meet their basic needs, and they 
have increased the risks concerning protection. 
Women, who are mostly engaged in the 
informal economy, and vulnerable groups 
dependent on daily work, such as persons 
with disabilities, transgender persons and sex 
workers, have been hardest hit.

Urgent Priorities

1. Immediately improve food distribution mechanisms, 
as well as community feedback and reporting 
mechanisms related to this, to reach the most 
vulnerable, including persons with disabilities, the 
elderly, single mothers, and transgender persons by 
ensuring distribution modalities are safe, accessible, 
and non-discriminatory.

2. Income generating/self-reliance activities need to 
increase and engage the most vulnerable in camps 
and host communities, including women, especially 
single mothers and female heads of household, 
female sex workers, transgender persons and families 
with dependent children/persons with disabilities. 
Examples include homestead gardening that mitigate 
environmental degradation through soil conservation 
and the production of masks and reusable pads. 

Continuing Priorities

3. Increase information dissemination and community 
engagement on government safety nets to women of 
host communities, particularly vulnerable groups, such 
as persons with disabilities, transgender persons and 
female sex workers.   

We have been affected badly because of Covid-19. My family are daily 
labourers. I saved some money but now I’ve spent it all. So I’m broke. No work. 
I haven’t been able to work for three years because of my illness. I have two 
sons who used to be daily labourers, but they are also jobless now.

- Male, 52, Host Community, PWD
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