
                                                                  

1 

 

        FOOD SECURITY BRIEF 

   The Regional Food Security and Nutrition Working Group             (FSNWG Southern Africa) 

September 2012 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

FOOD INSECURITY TO INTENSIFY IN THE REGION 

 

Increasing staple food prices, high fuel prices and declining purchasing power……………...2 

 

In Focus 

The first IPC training and analysis exercise in Lesotho (20-28 August 2012)……………..………3 

 

Stressed and Crisis Country Updates 

Lesotho 

USD 6.2 million secured through the CERF will address food security and  

livelihood needs of the most vulnerable households………………………………………………….…...4 

Malawi 

Funding gap needs to be covered for effective food security response……………………………..6 

Zimbabwe 

 Threat to the WFP food aid pipeline…………………………………………………………………………………8 

Localised Acute Food Insecure Country Updates 

                

Mozambique………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………10 

                          Angola……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...11 

Immediate Recommendations for Action 

• Constant monitoring of stressed and crisis countries for prompt responses to mitigate 

the use of erosive coping strategies that ultimately threaten livelihoods; 

• Continued provision of food aid to food insecure and vulnerable households in the 15 

southern and central districts of Malawi and in Matebeleland south, Matebeleland 

north and Masingo Provinces of Zimbabwe, and in the two most severely affected 

livelihood zones of Lesotho (about 5 districts- Mokhotlong, Thaba Tseka, Qachas Nek, 

Mogale’s Hoek, Quthing); 

•  Active resource mobilisation to enable the continuation of the food pipeline in 

Malawi, Zimbabwe and Lesotho; 

• Provision of emergency water access through tanks to affected communities in 

Zimbabwe and Mozambique. 

Medium to long term Recommendations 

• ‘Thinking beyond emergency interventions’to addressing underlying causes of chronic 

food insecurity- investment in irrigation schemes and water harvesting technologies; 

 

A total of 5.48 

million people 

will be food 

insecure in the 

2012/13 

consumption 

year. This is a 

staggering 

increase of 

39% from the 

2011/12 

consumption 

year. 

The most food 

insecure 

countries in the 

SADC region are: 

Lesotho (39%); 

Zimbabwe 

(13%); 

Malawi and 

Swaziland (11%) 

Angola (10%) 
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vetrinary health programmes; innovative renewable energy programmes (biogas), household 

production (school, household and community gardens) to address malnutrition. 

 

Increasing staple food prices, high fuel prices and declining purchasing 

power 

Stressing and crisis food security indicators are evident in countries that experienced persistent and prolonged 

dry spells and reduced harvests in the 2011-12 production year. Notable levels of food insecurity is currently 

being experienced in most parts of Lesotho, central and southern Malawi, southern and central Zimbabwe, 

central and southern Mozambique and parts of Angola. The implications of these hazards include increasing 

prices of staple foods, higher fuel prices, declining purchasing power and the use of severe, erosive coping 

strategies. 

 In Lesotho, rising prices of the price of staple food increased by 60% compared to the baseline (2009/10). Both 

the prices of cooking oil and the cost of minimum non-staple basket increased by 10-30% (LVAC Report, June 

2012). The price of maize meal has increased in drought affected districts. Compared to June prices, maize meal 

prices increased by 3% in Leribe; followed by Quthing and Thaba-Tseka with 1% increase (WFP Lesotho). 

In Malawi, maize prices have increased more than 100% in the same period compared to the previous year 

(MoAFS, 2012). The inflation rate is continually increasing and at present inflation stands at 21.7 percent. As a 

result, prices of basic goods and services are still rising, pushing up the cost of living. Prices of agricultural 

inputs have also been increasing during the last year. Throughout August, the complex NPK fertilizer prices 

increased from an average of MK280 ($1.02) per kg compared to MK 200 per kg ($0.73) in January 2012, 

showing an increase of 40% (MoAFS, 2012). The price of fuel has also increased by 32% during 2012 (WFP, 

Malawi Country Office).  

In Zimbabwe, there is a similar trend, maize grain prices in the south (Matebeleland south, Masvingo and 

Matebeleland North) continue to rise above the national average. Staple cereal prices are the highest in the 

country, ranging from $0.40-0.57 kg compared to $0.20 kg in surplus areas in the north (FEWSNET, August 

2012). The price of small grains in the southern areas is also relatively high compared to last year- ranging from 

$0.57 to $1.25 per kg as compared to between $0.34-0.86 in July 2011 (FEWSNET, August 2012). In some areas 

in the south, households have already depleted their food stocks and have begun engaging in consumption 

coping strategies such as maternal buffering. There is also evidence that households are selling their livestock 

for cash to purchase food. The use of these erosive strategies is quite alarming, given the fact that even with 

humanitarian assistance, there is a severe decrease in the resilience of vulnerable and food insecure 

households to cope with shocks and stress.  

The World Food Programme continues to support the affected populations in Lesotho, Malawi and Zimbabwe. 

However, projected pipeline deficits may force the organisation to provide half rations or delay the start of its 

programmes. Either way, the impacts of the pipeline deficit will have major consumption, health and nutrition 

implications for the populations relying on the food aid. 
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IN FOCUS 

The Lesotho Vulnerability Assessment Committee (LVAC) IPC Analysis  

 

The IPC current acute map produced during the analysis exercise by the Lesotho Vulnerability Committee 

showing the severity of food insecurity by district (Source: LVAC) 

Background  

The South African Development Community (SADC) in collaboration with the Food and Agriculture Organistion 

(Regional Emergency Office) and the FAO Global Support Unit provided funding and technical support to the 

Lesotho Vulnerability Assessment Committee(LVAC) to conduct its first Integrated Food Security Phase (IPC) 

Acute training and analysis from the 20
th

 to the 28
th

 of August 2012).  

Key Findings and Analysis 

Two districts in the country (Maseru and Mokhotlong) were classifed in Phase 2: this means that at least 20% 

households in these districts are currently experiencing stressed food insecurity conditions. Stressed food 

insecurity can de defined as follows: 

“even with any humanitarian assistance, at least one in five households in the area have the following 

or worse: Minimally adequate food consumption but unable to afford some essential non-food 

expenditures without engaging in irreversible coping strategies” (IPC Reference Manual, FAO-GSU, 

August 2012). 

The IPC also considers a range of other indicators before making a classification. These indicators include food 

consumption, nutirional status, mortality, livelihood change, food access, food availability, utilisation and 

hazards and vulnerability.  

Eight districts in the country were classifed in phase 3: this means that at least 20% of the households in these 

districts are currently experiencing crisis food security conditions. A crisis food insecurity situation can be 

defined as: 

“Even with humanitarian assistance, at least one in five households  in the area have the following or 

worse: food consumption gaps with high or above usual acute malnutrition OR marginally able to 
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meet food needs only with accelerated depletion of livelihood assets that will lead to food 

consumption gaps” (IPC Reference Manual, FAO-GSU, August 2012). 

Overall, there was consensus within the LVAC that the current food security situation in Lesotho is one of 

crisis. The LVAC used various sources of data (including the LVAC HEA Assessment, June 2012 and other 

relevant documents) to reach an evidence based classification for the ten districts. However, most of the data 

sources were outdated and were therefore rated low on reliability. Some of the data sources were from 2009 

(health and nutrition information). It is for this reason that the IPC Map produced by the LVAC should be seen 

as more of a training product, rather than an official IPC Map of the country to be used for decision making. 

Key Challenges 

Some of the key challenges experienced was the insufficiency of data and the lack of current relevant data that 

would support a comprehensive IPC food security analysis. Time was also an issue, as most participants felt 

that at least 10 days should be set aside for the IPC analysis.  

Key Opportunities  

There is an opportunity to fund the development of a food security information system in Lesotho. The IPC 

analysis highlighted data gaps in the country that impede a comprehensive food security analysis. Some of the 

data gaps included household dietary diversity, current nutritional status data (using anthropometric 

indicators), and mortality data.  

COUNTRY UPDATES 

Lesotho  

 

LVAC Annual Assessment: Map showing that more than 30% of the population in each of the two livelihood 

zones of the country will have missing food entitlements 

A review of the  Agricultural Situation 

The results of the 2011/12 crop forecasts indicates that this year, area planted to all crops declined by about 

51% from 251,883ha last year to 124,032ha this year:  

• Maize production, main staple food declined by 77% from 73,390mt last year to 16,788mt this year.  
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• Sorghum production declined by 61% from 4,838mt last year to 1,899mt this year.  

• Wheat production declined by 48% from 20,065mt last year to 10,516mt this year.  

 

The start of the season was very erratic. Despite good rainfall performance in December and January, many 

farmers have not planted due to dry spells at the beginning of the season. The SACORF 16 Statement indicates that 

Lesotho has high chances of receiving normal to above normal rainfall the in October to December 2012 rainy season and 

January to March 2013 season.  

 

Food Availability 

Total crop production this year is 29,203MT and this is less than 10% of total cereal requirement. Owing to the 

severe decline in production, most of the domestic cereal requirements will be accessed through commercial 

imports. 

 

Food Access and Prices 

Food Access is being compromised by inreasing fuel costs. Compared to December 2011, petrol prices in 

August increased by 3%, diesel prices dropped by 3% and paraffin prices dropped by 4%. From the previous 

month, petrol prices increased by 5%, diesel prices by 3% and paraffin prices by 4% (Petroleum Fund). 

 

The annual inflation rate in July stood at 5.7% which is 0.4 percentage points lower than the rate observed in 

June (Source: Bureau of Statistics). According to the Lesotho Vulnerability Assessment Committee (LVAC), the 

price of staple food increased by 60% compared to the baseline (2009/10). Both the prices of cooking oil and 

the cost of minimum non-staple food basket increased by 10-30%. By the end of August, the  average prices of 

maize meal increased in all districts by a range of 12-25%. Comparative to June prices, maize meal prices 

increased by 3% in Leribe; followed by Quthing and Thaba-Tseka with 1% increase. In other districts prices 

either remained the same or decreased by 2-3% (WFP September Food Security Update). 

 

Food Utilisation  

The UN plans to strengthen the IMAM (integrated management acute malnutrition) programme to respond in 

all health facilities with provision of Therapeutic nutrition supplies. Approximately 60% of acute malnutrition 

cases are not being treated adequately due to a limited screening and referral system at community level for 

malnutrition cases.  

 

Consolidated Response Plan 

In response to the declining food security situation the Government of Lesotho and partners are drawing up a 

response plan (estimated at USD 154 million). The UN Disaster Risk Management Team (UNDRMT ) will 

implement a coordinated response plan to the value of USD 6.2 million (received from the Central Emergency 

Respond Find (CERF)) for planned assistance up to 6 months. Activities include immediate relief programmes 

and longer term interventions. Programmes under this funding mechanism will also support the agricultural 

sector, through the promotion of climate smart agriculture and provision of inputs to the most vulnerable 

farming households. Activities include: 

• FAO - Immediate Support to Farming Households Affected by Drought and Late Rains in Lesotho 2011/12 

summer cropping season. 

• WFP - Emergency Food Assistance to vulnerable Households Affected by Severe Crop Failure. 

• UNICEF - Livelihood Intervention during Food Emergency (LIFE):  Social Protection.  

• UNICEF - Nutrition: Management of moderate and severe Acute Malnutrition 

• UNFPA- Prevention and management of sexual and gender based violence resulting from food crisis in 

Lesotho 

WHO – Response to the Health effects of food shortage crisis in Lesotho (Information source: WFP Lesotho 

Country Office) 
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 Malawi  

The agriculture situation 

The ministry of Agriculture and Food Security (MoAFS) third round crop production 

confirms the 7 percent decrease in staple maize production as compared to the last 

season. Despite this decrease Malawi will still have a national maize production 

surplus over 500,000 MT mainly from central and northern regions (MoAFS, 2012). 

Regardless of this surplus, a number of districts experienced erratic rainfall coupled 

with prolonged dry spells and poor access to agricultural inputs at critical times during 

the planting season and crop development, resulting in below-average cereal 

production by as much as 40 percent in some areas. 

The shortfall production will affect 1.6 million people in 15 districts mostly in the 

southern region. This means that eight times as many Malawians will  need food 

assistance during the 2012/2013 food consumption period compared to the lean 

season last year (April 2011- March 2012). 

Final results from the MoAFS show that cash crop performance (mainly cotton and 

tobacco) during the 2011/2012 agricultural season has also performed poorly,  

meaning that farmers will have less revenues to use for food purchase. 

Food Availability 

Maize is reported to be generally available in the country. Private traders are able to 

satisfy local markets by moving maize from source areas mainly from the central and 

the northern region to the deficit zones in the southern and some central region 

districts. 

However, due to the lower maize yield registered at national level, the Government 

already opened its ADMARC markets. This decision has increased the sources of 

available maize in several districts of the country. At present the maize in ADMARC 

markets is sold at 60MK/kg ($0.22) compared to MK40/kg ($0.15) during the same 

period last year, showing an increase by 80%.   

To support people affected by food insecurity in the country, WFP started a relief 

operation targeting 193,155 beneficiaries in the southern region. The assistance will 

gradually increase to reach the total 1.6 million people  who are missing food 

entitlements in the 15 affected districts throughout the country. The relief operation 

will last until the end of the lean season in March 2013. 

Food Access and Food Prices 

The majority of the poor, who suffered zero harvest from 2011 to 2012 agricultural 

season, have already started to depend on the markets to access food. However, 

most of them have poor income sources making them unable to access food from the 

market hence relying on food assistance. 

The inflation rate is continually increasing. At present inflation stands at 21.7 percent. As a result, prices of 

basic goods and services are still rising, pushing up the cost of living and forcing more people into the poverty 

trap. 

Prices of agricultural inputs have also been increasing during the last year. Throughout August, the complex 

NPK fertilizer prices increased from an average of MK280 ($1.02) per kg compared to MK 200 per kg ($0.73) in 

January 2012, showing an increase of 40% (MoAFS, 2012). 

WFP and its partners, 

under the overall 

leadership of the 

Malawian government 

have planned to 

provide assistance to 

the projected 1.63 

million people missing 

food entitlements 

between August 2012 

and March 2013 in 15 

Districts of the country 

(WFP, Malawi Country 

Office, August 2012).  

 

The maize requirement 

needed to assist those 

experiencing a deficit is 

estimated at 98,285 

metric tons which is 

equivalent to 

MK13,328 billion 

(about 48.8 million 

US$) (WFP, Malawi 

Country Office, August 

2012). 
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During the current month, the average maize prices in the country have risen from an average of MK55.47 

($0.20) per kg compared to MK27.53 ($0.10) per kg during the same period last year, showing an increase by 

101% (MoAFS, 2012).Maize prices are expected to continue increasing as the lean season approaches. 

 

Nutrition, Health and Food Utilisation 

UNICEF is currently coordinating a nutrition survey in the food insecure affected areas to assess the nutrition 

status of the vulnerable people, as per MVAC recommendations. Nonetheless, the country has high levels of 

chronic malnutrition. Stunting is at 47%. The level of wasting is 4% and the prevalence of underweight people 

is at 13% (MDHS 2010). 

Although currently levels of acute malnutrition seem to be stable in the country due to recent crop harvest, 

the level of acute malnutrition is expected to increase again during the coming months when food insecurity 

will become widespread.    

Rising Fuel Prices 

The fuel scarcity which has been affecting the country during the last years seems to have normalized, 

however fuel prices have increased in the last months by an average of 32%.  

Responses to the food insecurity situation in the country 

To date, only 16% of the funds requested in the Malawi Response Plan (USD 89 million) have been secured 

(FEWSNET, July to December 2012). So far, USD 18 million of USD 48.8 million (for agriculture and food 

security interventions) has been confirmed as contributions to tackle food insecurity in the country.  The 

Government has provided an in-kind contribution of 25,000 MT of maize valued at US$5.5 million. A US$ 4.7 

million contribution was made by UK Aid (DFiD), which will cover the associate cost of the in-kind donation of 

maize from the government as well as the procurement of pulses and Corn Soya Blend Food (CSB) for three 

initial months. USAID/FFP has pledged in-kind donation of pulses and CSB valued at US$ 7.8 million. At this 

point WFP has embarked on resource mobilization efforts to secure the remaining funding, which currently 

stands at US$ 30.8 million. 

WFP plans to implement part of the relief operation through Cash and Voucher (C&V) transfers. The delivery 

mechanism and areas of intervention through C&V transfers are currently under discussion. Currently, 

vulnerable households are experiencing stressed and crisis levels of food insecurity, which could deteriorate 

into emergency levels in the lean season if humanitarian responses are not timeously implemented (FEWSNET, 

July to December 2012). 

(Information source: WFP Malawi Country Office; Photo courtesy of Leoni 2011) 

Following the market assessment, which was coordinated by the MVAC and technically supported by Oxfam 

and WFP, and looked at the suitability of the affected areas to cash based responses, discussions are being 

carried out on a coordinated response to the crisis using cash transfer programmes. A group of INGOs, led by 

Oxfam, is currently developing such a response, which would aim at integrating the emergency operations 

with the resilience building initiatives running on the ground. This implies a great focus on coordination, both 

with emergency plans (especially WFP) and resilience building initiatives such as the DFID funded one (Oxfam-

Malawi). 
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Zimbabwe 

 

 Map of Zimbabwe showing populations affected by food insecurity (Source: ZimVAC Rural Livelihoods 

Assessment May 2012) 

Increasing levels of food insecurity from April 2012 to March 2013 

Overall the food security situation in Zimbabwe is exptected to decrease in the 

2012/13 consumption year. At the peak lean season, 19% of the rural households 

are projected to be food  insecure,  this is 7 % points higher compared to the 

previous year(12%).This represents about 1,668,000 people. Compared to the 

three previous consumption years, the food insecurity levels in the 2012/13 

consumption year are the highest (ZimVAC, May 2012). The number of food 

insecure people in the country is esimated to increase steadily per quarter from  

753 218 from June to september,  1 184071 from October to December, and 1 

667618 from January to March 2013 (ZimVAC, May 2012). This is an increase of  

about 1 000 0000 people from last year.  

Food Availability 

National cereal production is estimated to provide for 55% of total domestic 

requirements for the 12/13 consumption year. The Grain Marketing Board is 

estimated to hold at least 311 000 tons of maize which will enable the country to 

cover the deficit through its reserves (FAO-GIEWS July 2012). The cumulative 

energy deficits  for all estimated food insecure rural households is equivalent to 

146,141MT (ZimVAC Rural Livelihoods Assessment, June 2012). 

The most common 

sources of household 

income in Zimbabwe 

are causal labour (24% 

of rural households); 

followed by food 

production and sales 

(12% of rural 

households), and 

remittances (11% of 

rural households) 

(ZimVAC Rural 

Livelihoods Assessment 

May 2012).  

The highest average 

income was from cash 

crop production at 

$832, followed by 

formal salaries at $197. 

The high income from 

cash crops was 

attributed to Tobacco 

sales (ZimVAC Rural 

Livelihoods 
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Food insecure provinces and districts 

Matabeleland South  (30%) followed by Masvingo (28%)  and Matabeleland North (22%)province were 

projected to have the highest  proportion of food insecure households. Current reports indicate that  

households in these areas are depleting their food stocks earlier than normal and will rely on market 

purchases. However, the food access will also be a problem for these households as the incomes in these areas 

are the lowest in the country (FAO-GIEWS, July 2012). The districts projected to have the highest proportion of 

food insecure households are Gwanda (57%), Mangwe (53%), Kariba (49%), Zaka (39%), Chiredzi (36%), Mt. 

Darwin (36), Mwenezi (34%) , Sanyati (32) and  Tsholotsho (32%) (ZimVAC, May 2012).  

Food access will be a problem for households in Matebeleland south and Masvingo as food stocks are 

decreasing faster compared to last year and food price hikes force these households to rely on market 

purchases (FAO-GIEWS July 2012). 

Decreasing pasture quality and lack of water and inputs for small scale agriculture 

Areas in the south provinces which were severely affected by dry spells reportedly have poor pasture 

conditions and decreasing availability of grazing land. Farmers are moving their livestock in search of pasture 

(FAO-GIEWS July 2012). Some households reported buying homemade hay at $5 per bundle to feed cattle. 

Pasture conditions are expected to further deteriorate owing to the high likelihood of veld fire outbreaks 

between September and October (FEWSNET, August 2012). Households in Bindura, Bulawayo and Mutare 

report that water supplies are drying up and livestock are now dependent on boreholes for drinking water. 

Masvingo province seems to be the most servely affected in terms of pasture quality. Livestock conditions in 

this province is reportedly decreasing as a result of poor pasture. There is an influx of cattle from Bubi 

(Matebeleland South) into Mwenezi resettlement areas (wards 14,15 and 16) in search of better pastures. 

There is also an outbreak of Black Leg in this area (WFP Zimbabwe).  

Coping Strategies indicating increasing severity of food insecurity  

A  comparison of the May 2011 and May 2012 coping strategies index shows that food access was relatively 

more difficult this year compared to last year at national level and in all provinces. The most common 

consumption coping strategies  used by sampled households in May were reducing the  number of meals 

taken, reducing meal portions and  giving more food to children at the expense of adult consumption (ZimVAC, 

May 2012).  

Current research indicates that households in Matebeleland South have almost depleted their food reserves. 

Poor households in Gwanda and Zaka have started to engage in food consumption coping strategies such as 

reducing the number of meals eaten per day. Households in Beitbridge, Tsholotsho, Gwanda, Chiredzi and 

Mangwe have reported marginal increases in remittances- which indicate a change in livelihood strategies 

from  casual labour, livestock sales and marginal remittances (FEWSNET, August 2012). There is also an 

indication that households in Zaka, chivi and Mwenzi in Masvingo Province are engaging in distress coping 

strategies- households have been selling livestock as cattle prices have decreased from $300-400 to $250 

(FEWSNET, August 2012). Dangerous coping strategies have been reported in Dora (Mutara District) where 

children are reportedly leaving home at 3:am in the morning to walk to neighbouring areas to sell or barter 

firewood in exchange for a cup of rice or $1. People in this area also increasing reducing the number of meals 

consumed and sharing food among households (WFP Zimbabwe). 

Rising food prices affecting household purchasing power 

Maize grain prices in the south (Matebeleland south, Masvingo and Matebeleland North) continue to rise 

above the national average. Staple cereal prices are the highest in the country, ranging from $0.40-0.57 kg 

compared to $0.20 kg in surplus areas in the north (FEWSNET, August 2012). The price of small grains in the 



                                                                 

 

southern areas is also relatively high compared to last year

between $0.34-0.86 in July 2011 (FEWSNET, August 2012). 

Responses to food insecurity in the country

The food aid pipline that is more of a survival mechanism for the most vulerable households in Zimbabwe is 

under threat from cereal and funding shortfalls. The World Food Programme (WFP) has experienced cereal 

shortfalls which will affect the safety net, F

(STA). Unless funding is secured, WFP is considering either providing a half ration for the STA 

September or postponing the start of the STA for the current period to October. If t

addressed timeously, the food security condition in the south west of the country will experience stressed 

food insecurity between August and September which will deteriorate to crisis conditions between October 

and December if assistance is delayed (FEWSNET, August 2012).

to 750 000 people in September. Between October and December the WFP plans to distribute 10.340 MT of 

food to 1 100 000 beneficiaries. A projected pipeline shortfall of 

to December 2012 (FEWSNET July to December

_________________________________________________________________________________

 Mozambique 

The beginning of the lean season is expected in September as opposed to Octobe

households from the 11 affected districts

use a range of coping strategies includin

staple foods, increased engagement in non

grass, building poles, firewood, producing and selling charcoal, hunting, and seeking casual labor for

preparation and planting (FEWSNET, Mozambique Update
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southern areas is also relatively high compared to last year- ranging from $0.57 to $1.25 per kg as compared to 

0.86 in July 2011 (FEWSNET, August 2012).  

Responses to food insecurity in the country 

The food aid pipline that is more of a survival mechanism for the most vulerable households in Zimbabwe is 

under threat from cereal and funding shortfalls. The World Food Programme (WFP) has experienced cereal 

shortfalls which will affect the safety net, Food for Assets and the Seasonal Targeted Assistance programmes 

(STA). Unless funding is secured, WFP is considering either providing a half ration for the STA 

oning the start of the STA for the current period to October. If the food pipeline is not 

addressed timeously, the food security condition in the south west of the country will experience stressed 

food insecurity between August and September which will deteriorate to crisis conditions between October 

stance is delayed (FEWSNET, August 2012). The WFP plans to distribute 7.050 MT

000 people in September. Between October and December the WFP plans to distribute 10.340 MT of 

000 beneficiaries. A projected pipeline shortfall of 26 678 MT of food is expected from October 

to December 2012 (FEWSNET July to December- Zimbabwe Food Security Outlook). 

___________________________________________________________________________

Localised Acute Food Insecurity Affecting

people in 11 Districts

Cyclone damage and dry spells caused production losses in 

Production losses 2011 and early 2012, affecting vulnerable 

and food insecure households in the central and southern 

areas. According to the recent vulnerability asse

than 255 000 persons are estimated to be food inse

districts. This includes areas in Chigubo, Funhalouro, Panda, 

Chicualacuala, Magude, Chemba, Chiuta, Machanga and 

Mutarara districts. Almost 140 000 people require immediate 

relief to bridge their food deficits, which is

approximately 7 500 tonnes of cereal.

affected districts are experiencing stressed food insecurity as 

they are facing both survival and livelihood protection 

deficits and require immediate humanitarian emergency 

assistance (SETSAN-GAV, June 2012 and FAO

2012, FEWSNET Mozambique Update- August 2012).

Coping with the early start of the lean season

The beginning of the lean season is expected in September as opposed to October for the poor and very poor 

affected districts.  To cope with the early approach of the lean season, households will 

use a range of coping strategies including reducing expenditures on non-food items to facilitate

increased engagement in non-farm income activities including beer brewing and sale of poles,  

grass, building poles, firewood, producing and selling charcoal, hunting, and seeking casual labor for

preparation and planting (FEWSNET, Mozambique Update- August 2012). 

 

ranging from $0.57 to $1.25 per kg as compared to 

The food aid pipline that is more of a survival mechanism for the most vulerable households in Zimbabwe is 

under threat from cereal and funding shortfalls. The World Food Programme (WFP) has experienced cereal 

ood for Assets and the Seasonal Targeted Assistance programmes 

(STA). Unless funding is secured, WFP is considering either providing a half ration for the STA programme in 

he food pipeline is not 

addressed timeously, the food security condition in the south west of the country will experience stressed 

food insecurity between August and September which will deteriorate to crisis conditions between October 

The WFP plans to distribute 7.050 MT of food 

000 people in September. Between October and December the WFP plans to distribute 10.340 MT of 

678 MT of food is expected from October 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Localised Acute Food Insecurity Affecting 255 000 

people in 11 Districts 

Cyclone damage and dry spells caused production losses in 

Production losses 2011 and early 2012, affecting vulnerable 

and food insecure households in the central and southern 

vulnerability assessment, more 

than 255 000 persons are estimated to be food insecure in 11 

This includes areas in Chigubo, Funhalouro, Panda, 

Chicualacuala, Magude, Chemba, Chiuta, Machanga and 

Almost 140 000 people require immediate 

which is estimated at 

approximately 7 500 tonnes of cereal. Households in these 

affected districts are experiencing stressed food insecurity as 

they are facing both survival and livelihood protection 

iate humanitarian emergency 

GAV, June 2012 and FAO-GIEWS, August 

August 2012). 

arly start of the lean season 

r for the poor and very poor 

o cope with the early approach of the lean season, households will 

to facilitate purchase of 

brewing and sale of poles,  

grass, building poles, firewood, producing and selling charcoal, hunting, and seeking casual labor for land 
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Scarcity of water for human  and livestock consumption 

Water scarcity is a common challnege at this time of the year. There is an urgent need to provide emergency 

water access through tanks and exraction in the dry and sandy river beds. The onset of rains is expected in 

November which will provide increased water and food access until the green harvest in January-February 

2013 (FEWSNET, Mozambique Update-August 2012). 

Responses to food insecurity in the country 

The country has a combination of on-going and planned social safety-net and food assistance programs 

implemented by the Government and partners as part of the humanitarian response in the 11 affected 

districts. Planned interventions will likely prevent the further deterioration of Stressed (IPC Phase 2) acute 

food insecurity conditions in households in the areas of focus of the south and central regions. Following the 

official approval of the SETSAN/GAV report, through the National Institute of Disaster Management (INGC) and 

in coordination with the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) the Government will develop a response plan that 

aims to provide humanitarian assistance to all those affected by food insecurity  (FEWSNET, Mozambique 

Update- August 2012). 

 

Angola 

The Agriculture Situation 

Most of the crop producing areas of Angola experienced erratic and below normal rains were during the 

2011/12 cropping season (October-June), resulting in a decrease in agricultural production by an estimated 

400 000 tonnes compared to 2011’s output (Angola Vulnerability Assessment, July 2012). 

 
A joint Government/UN assessment in April/May 2012, found that an estimated 366 780 households, 

approximately 1.8 million people, were affected by the prolonged dry spell.  A serious compounding factor is 

that an estimated 533 000 children suffer varying levels of malnutrition that is attributable to poor agricultural 

production in 2012.  

 

Responses to food insecurity in the country 

In response, the Government has initiated an emergency programme, amounting to USD 43 million, to provide 

food and water, as well as agricultural inputs to the affected families. In addition, the Central Emergency 

Response Fund (CERF) has allocated just over USD 5 million to WHO, UNICEF and FAO. The funds will be used 

for immediate nutrition interventions in the three worst affected provinces of Bie, Huambo, and Kwanza Sul, 

and provide life-saving treatment for children suffering malnutrition. In addition, FAO will provide seeds and 

agricultural inputs to 165 000 affected households, to improve their productive capacity for the subsequent 

season (FAO-GIEWS, Angola Update, June 2012). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                 

 

The Food Security Update is jointly produced by the Food Security and Nutrition Working Group 

Africa. The overall mission of the Group is to:

 

   

 “Reduce food insecurity and livelihood vulnerability in the region and increase 

populations to natural and socio-economic shocks and hazards.  The Working Group focus will be on issues 

related to food security and nutrition Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR), and underlying causes of chronic food 

insecurity and malnutrition” 

The overall goal of the Food Security and Nutrition Working Group is to contribute to enhanced programming 

for improved Food Security, Nutrition and Livelihoods in southern Africa.
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