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Summary 

 An estimated 16,150 individuals in total have been displaced by fighting since 27 May in the 
northern Aleppo countryside, with most joining settlements adjacent to the Bab Al Salam border 
crossing point, Azaz town, Afrin and Yazibag. 

 Kurdish authorities in Afrin Canton have allowed civilians unimpeded access into the canton 
from roads adjacent to Azaz and Mare’ since 29 May in response to ongoing displacement near 
hostilities between ISIL and NSAGs. 

 Some 9,000 individuals have been afforded safe passage to leave Mare’ and Sheikh Issa towns 
after they were trapped by fighting on 27 May; however, an estimated 5,000 civilians remain 
inside despite close proximity to frontlines. 

 Humanitarian organisations continue to limit staff movement in the Azaz area for safety 
reasons, and some remain in hibernation. Limited, cautious humanitarian service delivery has 
started by some in areas of high IDP concentration.  

 

       The map below illustrates recent conflict lines and the direction of movement of IDPs: 
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Access Overview 

Despite a recent decline in hostilities since May 27, intermittent clashes continue between NSAGs and 
ISIL militants on the outskirts of Kafr Kalbien, Kafr Shush, Baraghideh, and Mare’ towns. A number of 
counter offensives have been coordinated by NSAGs operating in the Azaz sub district, hindering further 
advancements by ISIL militants towards Azaz town. 

As of 30 May, following the recent decline in escalations between warring parties, access has increased 
for civilians wanting to leave Azaz and Mare’ into areas throughout Afrin canton. A substantial increase 
in population movements has been noted over the last 24 hours along inroads to Afrin from neighboring 
Azaz, with displaced families being able to cross either on foot or by vehicle. NSAGs based in Mare’ 
town continue to hold east Mare’ which has long been regarded as a stronghold for armed opposition 
groups in the northern Aleppo countryside. An approximate 9,000 civilians from the town have been 
exiting the towns of Sheikh Issa and Mare’ in small waves west, towards nearby towns under the control 
of the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF); however, an estimated 5,000 civilians remain in Mare’ town and 
alarmingly close to conflict lines. One of the last standing operational field hospitals in Mare’, which 
came under attack on May 27 by ISIL forces, continues to serve civilians remaining in the town.  

Moreover, following 8,000 new arrival IDPs into Azaz sub district from ISIL-held areas in Ar-Raqqa 
governorate, the Shariah court in Azaz town issued an official statement on May 24 forbidding IDPs to 
enter Azaz town. The court cited that the large concentration of IDPs in the town and surrounding camps 
have heightened fears of infiltration by ISIL members posing as IDPs in the vulnerable corridor.  

 

Displacement and Response 

Hundreds of families continue to be displaced by fighting in the Azaz and Mare’ sub-districts. According 
to the Camp Coordination and Camp Management Cluster (CCCM), 16,150 people have been displaced 
in Azaz sub-district, of whom, 15,210 people moved to camps in Azaz along the Turkish border in 
northern Aleppo. Meanwhile, 240 people arrived to Daret Azza sub-district, south of Afrin district. There 
is an expectation that thousands more may follow in coming days. An estimated 700 individuals arrived 
to Azaz city, where they are predominantly living with host communities. According to humanitarian 
sources in Afrin district, more than 6,000 people have arrived since May 27, with a notable rapid influx in 
the last 24 hours, with some 350 individuals settling in the only IDP camp of Robar.  

The unpredictable security situation has forced most humanitarian partners operating in Azaz sub-
district to remain in hibernation. Recently, one medical NGO reported a resumption of activities in a 
previously supported health facility and they set up a new medical point at the Yazibag camp, where 
2,400 IDPs have arrived as of 31 May. Humanitarian partners operating in Afrin district are planning for 
the arrival of IDPs. However, the scale of the response depends largely on their ability to access the 
district through the western countryside of Aleppo, which has proved to be challenging so far.  

Should humanitarian access into Afrin district remain limited, it is expected that people moving into the 
district will attempt to transit into the western countryside of Aleppo, where humanitarian actors will be 
better placed to cover immediate needs of displaced communities. Meanwhile, humanitarian partners in 
Aleppo have requested inter agency cross-line convoys to optimize the humanitarian response.   

The shrinking of safe areas in Azaz sub-district for civilians and humanitarians alike constitutes the 
biggest hurdle in the face of a substantial humanitarian response to the recently displaced. 
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