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HIGHLIGHTS 

In Amhara, 30 hospitals, 280 health centres and 890
health posts have resumed provision of basic health
services.

Food Cluster voiced concern over the risk of spoilage
and infestation of humanitarian food stocks in
Semera and the urgent need to bring in fumigants to
treat stored stock.

As of 3 January, food partners have around only
10000L of fuel left in Tigray. At least 60000L of fuel
are needed to dispatch around 4000 MT of food
currently available in Mekelle.

A measles campaign started on 1 January in Mekelle,
targeting 1.7 million children under five years of age.

The boundaries and names shown and the designations
used on this map do not imply official endorsement or
acceptance by the United Nations. © OCHA
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Refugees in Sudan
since 7 November
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BACKGROUND  

Disclaimer

OCHA Ethiopia prepares this report with the support of Cluster Coordinators. The data/information collected covers the
period from 28 December to 3 January 2022. In some cases, access and communication constraints mean that updates
for the period are delayed and cannot be reflected. The next issue of the sitrep will be published on 13 January 2022.

(6 Jan 2022)
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VISUAL 

Results from the Northern Ethiopia Response Plan (since 1 May)
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BACKGROUND  

Situation Overview

Ongoing fighting was reported in Alamata and Korem areas in southern Tigray during the reporting week. Tension has also
risen along the borders with Zalanbesa, Gulomekeda and Erob areas in northern Tigray. In Afar Region, the security situation
is calm with no new fighting reported in Abala Town during the week, but tension remains, especially in border areas in
Abala, Gulina and Yalo. Humanitarian partners’ movement to Abala Town is still restricted. In Afar, access has improved and
findings and recommendations from the UNDSS security assessment mission conducted from 28 to 30 December to Euwa,
Gulia and Yalo in Zone 4, will inform changes in travel restrictions and support scale-up of activities. A similar assessment
is planned in Telalak, Hadelala and Shewa Robit in Zone 5, Afar Region in the coming days as well. In Amhara, the overall
security situation has improved significantly, and most areas have become accessible for humanitarian partners. The
security situation however continued to be tense and unpredictable during the week with ongoing clashes reported in North
Gondar, Wag Hemra, and North Wollo. Areas close to the conflict-affected areas are still not accessible to partners,
including Adi Arekay in North Gondar, part of Wag Hamra and North Wello leaving people without life-saving assistance. Few
areas have however become accessible during the reporting week, including Wuchale,Weldiya, Mersa and Kobo in North
Wello.

On 28 December, UNHCR has publicly announced the death of one staff member in northern Ethiopia and issued the
following statement: https://www.unhcr.org/afr/news/latest/2021/12/61ca9ce74/unhcr-mourns-death-of-staff-member-in-
northern-ethiopia.html. With this death, 24 aid workers have lost their lives since the conflict in Northern Ethiopia started in
November 2020.

Overall, the situation of IDPs in all three regions in Northern Ethiopia remains dire and requires further scaling-up of multi-
sector assistance. New displacements also continued to be reported during the reporting timeframe, including from Afar,
Amhara and the Western Zone of Tigray. In Tigray Region, new IDPs have continued to flow from Western Zone of the
region as well as from Afar and Amhara. There are over 5,521 (1,363 households) new IDPs from Abala currently living in
five collective centers on the outskirts of Mekelle. The IDPs have not received support since they arrived, and most are
living in overcrowded schools and open spaces. Only one partner has supplied core relief items, blanket and plastic mat,
solar lamp and jerrycans to some 130 IDPs. In Afar Region, 4,000 IDPs who recently arrived from Abala Woreda to Semera
Town, Awsi/Zone 1 due to fighting in Abala  Woreda on 23 and 24 December still require urgent additional assistance as

(6 Jan 2022)
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well as for other IDPs sheltered in sites and in host families. These new IDPs are currently residing in two public buildings,
in open spaces with no shelter and no beddings. On 27 December, the regional Disaster Prevention and Food Security
Programme Coordination Office (DPFSPCO) invited humanitarian partners to visit the sites and requested immediate support.

IDPs returns are ongoing in all three regions. As of 31 December, 9,033 IDPs/1,977 households in Tigray have expressed
their interest to return, according to a humanitarian partner. The vast majority of these IDPs have registered to return to
areas within Tigray Region. Meanwhile in Amhara Region, a high number of IDPs have returned in the last three weeks, but
the exact figure still needs to be confirmed. There are significant needs in the areas of return, including food and shelter
repair support and basic infrastructure repairs. Most IDPs left without much household items, which will need to be
replaced. WASH facilities need repair and/or desludging. Mental health and psychosocial support needs are very high and
medical and nutritional supplies are severely lacking.

Damages/destructions of public infrastructures due to conflict across Afar, Amhara and Tigray have significantly impacted
the population’s access to basic services, including health, water, education. More specifically, the impact of the conflict on
schooling has deprived millions of children of education for over a year in some areas. In Amhara Region for example, 4,107
schools (3,823 primary and 284 secondary schools), accounting for 42 per cent of the schools in the region, are reportedly
totally/partially damaged and looted according to an initial assessment by the Regional Education Bureau. More than 1.9
million children, 116,939 teachers, 9,583 school leaders and 1,941 Zonal and Woreda Education personnel are directly
affected as a result. An estimated US$424.5 million is required for the restoration of damaged schools and other Education
in Emergencies (EIE) activities in Amhara alone. Similarly in Tigray, more than 1,000 schools were damaged or looted and
need renovation or clearance from explosive ordinance; while in Afar, 203 schools were damaged (32 per cent completely
damaged), affecting more than 150,000 students.

Looking at the impact of the conflict on the health system, at least 40 hospitals, 453 health centers and 1,850 health posts
have been damaged and/or looted in Amhara Region. Similarly, essential health service provision has continued to decline
rapidly in Tigray Region. In a letter sent to all partners on 30 December, Ayder Referral Hospital, which is the major hospital
that was functional in Tigray, called on urgent support to avert further suffering and loss of life. The letter underlines the
lack of basic medicine and medical supplies, and notes that the hospital has now resorted to the usage of expired medicine
and recycling of medical gloves to continue to treat patients. Hospital staff have not been paid for the past seven months.
In Afar Region, 91 health facilities (1 hospital, 23 health centers and 67 health posts) have been looted and damaged in
Zone 1, 4 and 5 as of 16 December.

Power and telecommunication cuts continue to affect the conflict-affected population as well as humanitarian operations in
Northern Ethiopia. Some improvements were however seen during the reporting with mobile data restored in Bahir Dar and
Debre Berhan.

According to the Tigray authorities, food security is expected to worsen next year given the likelihood of up to 50 per cent
reduction in harvest during the next harvest season due to lack of fertilizers. Fertilizers for farmers is usually delivered this
time of year for farmers to start planting their crop. Last year about 570,000 quintals of fertilizer were distributed. This year
the need is estimated to be about 600,000 quintals, but no fertilizer is available in Tigray so far.

VISUAL 

Humanitarian Access in northern Ethiopia

(6 Jan 2022)



ETHIOPIA - NORTHERN ETHIOPIA HUMANITARIAN UPDAT
Situation Report
Last updated: 6 Jan 2022

Page 5 of 20
https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/ethiopia/ 

Downloaded: 7 Jan 2022 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance
by the United Nations. © OCHA

VISUAL 

Tigray Humanitarian Operational Capacity

(6 Jan 2022)
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EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Humanitarian Preparedness and Response

Humanitarian partners continue to face security, bureaucratic and operational challenges to operate in northern Ethiopia. In
Tigray, notably due to lack of cash, fuel and supplies, humanitarian space has shrunk to the point where partners were
forced to significantly reduce or completely suspend operations, leaving millions of people without adequate access to
lifesaving assistance and protection services. Movement on the Semera-Abala-Mekelle corridor remains suspended since 14
December due to renewed fighting in Abala and ongoing tension, and no humanitarian partner has been able to bring
humanitarian supplies from Semera into Tigray since 15 December as a result. There are currently 68 trucks with
humanitarian commodities (food, nutrition, WASH, health, NFI and protection supplies as well as four fuel tankers) cleared
by federal authorities and waiting in Semera dry port ready to proceed to Tigray once the road is open. All the 68 trucks will
however be offloaded into their warehouse, until such a time as convoys resumes. Overall, 1,338 trucks have entered the
region between 12 July and 14 December, which is less than 12 per cent of the required supplies to meet humanitarian
needs. At least 3,600 MT of food commodities (or 90 trucks, equivalent to common food basket for around 210,000 people)
are required to move into Tigray every day to sustain the food assistance for at least 5.2 million people. As a direct
consequence, Food Cluster partners have voiced concern over the risk of spoilage and infestation of humanitarian food
stocks in Semera due to the harsh weather conditions. There is therefore an urgent need to bring in fumigants (currently
unavailable in the region) to treat stored stocks. As of 3 January, food partners have only around 10,000 litres of fuel in the
region. At least 60,000 litres of fuel are needed to dispatch around 4,000 MT of food currently available in Mekelle to deliver
to beneficiaries. The limits on bringing in cash applied to all partners, regardless of their programming or mandates
continues to hinder humanitarian operations and programs and provide a meaningful response at the required scale. Several
response operations have already stopped or downsized due to stock out of supplies, including reducing water trucking trip
because of lack of fuel and cash and reduced mobile health services for lack of fuel and medical supplies.

In Amhara Region, about 44 per cent of the planned food ration has been distributed during the reporting week. 32,000
people were reached by WFP alone. In Tigray, 10,460 people (0.3 per cent of its planned caseload) were assisted with 177
MT of food in Adigudom, Hintalo and Neqsege on 29 December. At least 870,000 people need to be assisted on average per
week to serve 5.2 million people within a six-week cycle in Tigray. In Afar, food distribution is underway for the 4,000 IDPs
displaced from five kebeles in Abala Woreda to Semera Town, Awsi/Zone 1 due to fighting in Abala  Woreda on 23 and 24
December. High Energy Biscuits were already distributed, while a six-week ration of general food basket was dispatched on
4 January and distributed on 5 January. A communal kitchen has been set up, firewood has been provided, fuel for water
supply schemes is being provided and some protection services are being provided for the evacuee.

At least 33,011 people (51 per cent female) in Amhara Region received ES/NFI support during the reporting week; and as of
2 January, the cluster could reach a total of 586,607 people with completed, ongoing, and planned activities, leaving a gap of
586,502 people. In Tigray, at least 927,000 people (472,778 female) or 36 per cent of the 2.4 million people targeted received
ES/NFI support in Tigray Region between January and 31 December 2021. With planned, ongoing and completed activities,
the cluster has been able to reach a total of 1.3 million people during the year or 55 per cent of the total target.

(6 Jan 2022)
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COVID-19 cases have reportedly increased and about 52 people have died in Tigray. There was no active COVID-19 testing
in Tigray for the past year but most recently, some health facilities have started testing despite critical shortage of
medicines and medical equipment. Also in Tigray, a measles vaccination campaign started in Mekelle on 1 January,
targeting 1.7 children under-5. In Amhara, 30 hospitals, 280 health centers and 890 health posts have commenced basic
health service provision.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE  

Funding Update

The cumulative funding gap for both the Mid-Year Review of the Humanitarian Response Plan and the revised Northern
Ethiopia Response Plan stands at more than US$1.2 billion. An estimated $618.6 million has been mobilized towards the
Northern Ethiopia Response Plan, and $655.6 million for response towards the Mid-Year Review Humanitarian Response
Plan. However, this is far from sufficient to cover the increasing humanitarian needs. 

The Ethiopia Humanitarian Fund - EHF started the year with a carryover balance of $3.8 million, after committing $24.3
million for the 2021 Second Standard allocation and considering $1.7 million for the direct EHF management costs.  An
additional $8 million is received in confirmed pledges from the governments of Canada, Germany, Sweden and Switzerland in
the new year, which increased the EHF fund balance to $11.8 million. The continued support from donors demonstrates
efforts to mobilize resources to enable humanitarian partners delivering assistance in conflict and natural disasters-affected
areas across the country. 

(6 Jan 2022)

VISUAL 

Inter-sectoral gaps

(6 Jan 2022)
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Agricultural support needed for 3.7 million people in Tigray, 1.8 million people in Amhara, and 1.1 million people in Afar
by the end of the year. This includes provision of seeds, irrigation schemes, and livestock interventions (animal health
services and provision of supplementary animal feed).

Support to develop an effective control of Desert Locust infestation and other agricultural diseases required in Tigray
and Afar regions.

Scale up animal health services to protect livestock assets, maximizing dry season vegetable production, seed
multiplication and supporting farmers to properly save seed in Tigray.

Rehabilitation and/or restoration of 100 partially damaged veterinary clinics across Tigray.

Provide emergency seed pack (cereals, legumes, vegetables, and maize) and fertilizer for 323,000 farm households
(1.62 million people); animal feed provision and seed support to 88,000 farmers (440,000 people) in Tigray.

Nearly 37,000 MT of seeds required for food production and more than 6,000 MT for multiplication in Tigray.

Fertilizer for farmers for the next harvest season in Tigray and Amhara.

408 quintals of wheat procured, of which 300 quintals have been delivered for farmers in Amhara Region. Seed
distribution will continue until March when the planting season should end.

2,037 kilograms of vegetable seeds delivered to conflict-affected woredas  in North Shewa, Oromia, North Wollo,
South Wollo and South Gonder zones, Amhara Region.

24.5 hectares of land planted with teff seeds in South Gonder Zone, Amhara Region.

Power disruption affecting cold chain for vaccines storage and their transportation amidst persistence of animal
disease in Tigray.

Limited transporters and trucks to deliver seeds to the respective areas in Amhara.

Needs

Response

Gaps

CLUSTER STATUS 

1.8 million people in Tigray need CCCM support.

Latrines desludging at IDP sites in Tigray.

Lack of critical medications for people with chronic diseases and skin infections at IDP sites in Tigray.

Support for safe and dignified relocations of IDPs from schools to alternative shelters and voluntary returns in
northern Ethiopia. 

(6 Jan 2022)

Camp Coordination and Camp Management

Needs
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Provision of protection of IDPs from evictions across the three regions due to reopening of schools.

Food, non-food items, firewood, cooking oil, milling support, drinking water, dignity kits, blankets, mattresses, kitchen
sets, medications, and scholastic materials for the displaced children at IDP sites across northern Ethiopia. 

Additional spaces to reduce the risk of communicable diseases, including COVID-19, and to provide privacy and
protection and critical medications for people with chronic diseases at IDP sites across northern Ethiopia
and support mechanisms to people living with disabilities.

In Amhara, CCCM committee mobilized the IDP communities to conduct sanitation campaign in Zer Meda and Kuas
Meda Sites on 28 December. 115 individuals (61 female) participated in the campaign.

Awareness raising and community sensitization on COVID-19 prevention was conducted in Kebero Meda, Dabat,
Kulich Meda and Zer Meda IDP sites in Amhara. At least 3,463 individuals (2,170 female) were reached.

CCCM provided one table tennis for youth recreation activities in Dabat IDP site, Amhara.

In Tigray, 3,655 IDPs/685 households, mostly from western Tigray, were relocated from Abaselama and Maywoini
collective centres to Sebacare 4 site on 28/29 December. The City Administration has supported the relocation
process with the provision of fuel, while buses were provided by the Mekelle University. All 685 relocated households
have received plastic sheets.

18 IDP households (12 female-headed)/43 individuals (25 women) newly arrived in Shire during the reporting week.
The new arrivals are from the host community who moved to IDP sites due to a lack of cash to pay for house rent.
Similarly, six IDP households (1 female-headed)/23 individuals (9 women) newly arrived from Western Tigray to
Sheraro; while 379 IDPs individuals/77 households (30 female-headed) arrived in Mekelle and one family
spontaneously returned from Mekelle to their place of origin in Adigrat.

Electrical connection in six schools in Mekelle was completed.

70 individuals (59 female and 11 male) benefited from PSEA awareness raising session. 70 leaflets and six posters
were also distributed.

200kgs of firewood was distributed by partner to alleviate the critical shortage of firewood that has recurred for long
in Hope IDP site, Mekelle.

Cluster partners, in close collaboration with the IDP community conducted site clean-up activity in the IDP sites in
Mekelle. Over 250 volunteers (135 of whom are women) participated in the activity. A similar cleaning campaign was
conducted in Abi Adi sites, Tigray where 130 individuals (80 of whom are women) participated.

Response

Gaps

CLUSTER STATUS (6 Jan 2022)

Education

Needs
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Provision of reconstruction and rehabilitation of schools damaged during the conflict in the three regions of Northern
Ethiopia, including 4,107 schools damaged in Amhara (25 per cent completely damaged), 203 schools damaged in
Afar (32 per cent completely damaged), and more than 1,000 schools damaged or looted in Tigray.

Scholastic material and education supplies for at least 550,000 children in Tigray and 1.9 million children in Amhara.

Psychosocial support for 4,400 teachers in Tigray and to 116, 939 teachers, 9,583 school leaders and 1,941 education
personnel in Amhara Region.

Provision of 167 Temporary Learning Spaces in Tigray.

Increased access to alternative learning programs for 30,000 IDP children in Tigray and about 27,000 IDP children in
Amhara.

18 schools and one teachers’ college are occupied by IDPs in North Shewa Zone in Amhara, interrupting education
services for more than 20,000 children, of whom 53 per cent are girls.

Renovation of 660 schools and 4 colleges that were severely damaged, and 3,446 other schools were that were
partially damaged in Amhara.

Organize back-to-school/learning campaign supported with multi-media communication in Amhara.

In Afar, 2,629 children are receiving Psychosocial Support (PSS) activities in Awash Fentale, Dubti, Berhale and
Koneba target IDP sites and host community schools in Afar.

The construction of 3 semi-permanent classrooms with small offices and latrines in Awash Fentale and Dubti sites in
Afar has reached 95 per cent completion rate. The classrooms are going to be ready for utilization in the mid of this
week, benefitting 250 school children.

Several teacher training and training-of-trainers conducted in Awash Fentale in Afar during the reporting week,
benefiting 28 teachers/school directors/Education Bureau officials. This will indirectly benefit 535 children (269 girls).

Accelerated School Reading (ASR) program is running in four schools (two host and two IDP schools) in Awash
Fentale benefitting 682 children (293 girls); in Dubti 8 host community schools benefitting 495 children (192 girls).
The program is also benefitting 430 children (165 girls) in Koneba and 387 children (131 girls) Berhale, Afar.

In Amhara, 249 teachers (135 female), 84 school leaders (8 female) and 47 zonal and woreda experts (5 female)
comprised from Dessie City Administration, as well as from North Shewa, South Wello and Oromo national zones
received a two-day training on Mental Health and Psychosocial Support at Dessie and Deber Birhan centers during
the reporting week.

70 ECD kits and 50 school-in-a-box provided for South Wollo Zone; 37 ECD kits and 55 school-in-a-box provided to
Debark Zuria Woreda and 35 ECD kits and 50 school-in-a-cartoon provided to Dabat Woreda, Amhara Region, which
will benefit 13,300 children.

13,000 students’ bags (50,000 exercise books, 10,000 pens, 10,00 pencils, 10,000 erasers and 10,000 rulers) provided
for schools in South Wollo and Dessie (3000), Kombolcha (2000) and North Wollo (5000), Amhara Region.

279,600 pieces of soap distributed for schools in Dessie and South Wollo Zone, Amhara Region.

In Tigray, 20,778 displaced children (8,371 girls) and host community children were reached with formal and non-
formal learning opportunities. An additional 6,844 children received teaching and learning materials in the North-
Western, Central and Southern Zones.

5,636 children were reached with school feeding in the IDP sites of Shire and Mekelle.

Response
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A school reopening assessment was carried out by the Regional Education Bureau, indicating that up to 80% of
primary schools have opened and roughly 70% of students returned. Discrepancies between urban (90%) and rural
(40%) enrolment rates were reported.

90 ALP facilitators were trained on gender and conflict sensitive pedagogy, continuous assessment and multi-grade
facilitation

A Rapid Survey was carried out in Mekelle to understand attitudes towards school reopening in Mekelle.

Lack of salary support or alternative in-kind support for teachers in Tigray is impacting school re-opening, especially
in cases where teachers’ may be deployed away from their families.

Lack of teaching and learning materials in Tigray and Amhara.

Limited or no WASH facilities at schools in Tigray increasing the risk of diseases among children.

Limited education partners in Amhara.

Gaps

CLUSTER STATUS 

Adequate shelters and NFIs for IDPs living in highly congested and substandard living conditions and relocation of
IDPs from schools to adequate alternative shelters across northern Ethiopia.

Shelter and NFI assistance for IDPs willing to return to areas of origin, and for IDPs currently living in the host
community across northern Ethiopia.

At least 4.2 million people need assistance with ES/NFIs in Tigray, and 1.7 million people in Amhara.

Rental assistance schemes or other arrangements for IDPs living in host communities in Tigray.

Provision of ES/NFI to the newly displaced people in Northwestern Zone, Tigray, and the new IDPs displaced from
Amhara and Afar, currently living in Hintalo, Enderta and Samre areas, in Southeastern Zone, in Tigray.

Thousands of people displaced by the fighting in Abala and Telalak woredas  in Afar require urgent attention.

Heavy rains last week have damaged the plastic sheet coverings in Hitsats IDP site in North-Western Zone, Tigray
Region, which was previously used as a refugee camp for Eritreans but currently hosting 4,220 households displaced
from Western Tigray.

In Tigray, the ES/NFI Cluster reached 927,000 people (472,778 female) or 36 per cent of the 2.4 million people
targeted with completed activities and distributions between January and 31 December 2021. With planned, ongoing
and completed activities, the cluster have been able to reach a total of 1.3 million people during the year or 55 per
cent of the total target.

(6 Jan 2022)

Emergency Shelter & Non-Food Items

Needs

Response
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Relocation of IDPs to Sebacare 4 resumed with 380 households relocated from Kesate Birhane on 28 December and
235 households relocated from Maiweyni on 29 December. The IDP households were allocated emergency shelters
constructed by partners, Tigray.

In Abiy Adi, Tigray, 1,500 households were assisted with NFI kits during the reporting week.

In Amhara, the cluster reached 33,011 people (51 per cent female) people during the reporting week. As of 2 January,
the cluster could reach a total of 586,607 people with completed, ongoing, and planned activities, leaving a gap of
586,502 people.

Cluster partners began distribution of ES/NFI kits in hard-to-reach locations that had so far been inaccessible due to
conflict in Amhara.

Emergency shelter solution for returnees, decongestion activities for relocated IDPs at collective centres, and NFI
assistance for a non-displaced conflict-affected people in Amhara.  

The response remains quite limited in Amhara, mainly in the North Wello and Wag Hamra zones due to lack of
access as well as limited resources.  

Lack of shelter and NFI kits to the new IDPs displaced from the Western zone, Afar and Amhara regions. 

Lack of information on displaced people and host communities in hard-to-reach locations in Amhara. 

Gaps

CLUSTER STATUS 

An estimated 9.4 million people need food assistance in Northern Ethiopia, including IDPs and people in the host
community.

Maintain timely and sustained food assistance including regular flow of fuel, cash and supplies into Tigray.

Food assistance will be required at least up to next year’s harvest season during the last quarter of 2022 in Tigray, as
the agricultural planting season was missed in some parts of the region.

There are concerns of worsening food security situation in Amhara and Afar among most vulnerable people,
particularly in locations where food distribution has not been possible.

In Amhara, about 44 per cent of the planned food ration has been distributed during the reporting week.

In Tigray, since mid-October, partners have assisted 456,039 people with 7,730 MT of food in North-Western Zone
(286,003), South-Eastern (7,554) and Southern Zone (162,482) as of 29 December.

(6 Jan 2022)

Food

Needs

Response
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The food distribution that started in mid-may had faced significant delays due to sporadic and insufficient supply of
food stock, cash and fuel entering the region was officially closed in early November, though some final dispatch and
distribution are still to be accounted for and reconciled as of 29 December. At least 5,418,977 people were assisted
with 79,449 MT of food in Central (1,273,314), Southern (770,851), North-Western (1,983,357), Eastern (728,927),
Mekelle (183,226) and South Eastern (479,302) zones under Round 2.

Between 23 - 29 December, 3, 49,214 people were assisted with 834 MT of food in Adigudom, Asgede, Dima,
Endabaguna town, Hintalo and Neqsege, including 4,995 IDPs in Asgede who are recently displaced from Western
Zone and received sorghum instead of wheat as part of their food ration due to stock availability. During the same
period, 11,958 people in Mekelle were assisted with 203 MT of food. At least 870,000 people need to be assisted on
average per week to serve 5.2 million people within a six-week cycle.

JEOP partners have started assisting 10,460 people (0.3 per cent of its planned caseload) with 177 MT of food in
Adigudom, Hintalo and Neqsege as of 29 December. Final dispatch and distribution by JEOP partners is ongoing, and
as of 29 December, 2,836,003 people (72% of its planned caseload) have been assisted with 48,070 MT of food in
Central, Eastern, Mekelle, Southern and Southeastern zones.

WFP continues food distribution which started in mid-October, assisting 445,579 people ( 21 per cent of its planned
caseload) with 7,553 MT of food in Asgede, Dima, Endabaguna town, Indasilassie town, May Tsebri town, Sheraro
town, Seyemti Adyabo and Zana in North Western Zone as well as Raya Alamata, Korem town and Zata in Southern
Zone as of 29 December.

Food partners are committed to supporting IDP returns and relocation that occur on a voluntary, dignified, safe and
sustainable basis, and advocating against any premature return of IDPs based on a predetermined timeline, without
proper preparation, which will potentially do more harms and violate humanitarian principles.

Food partners are working on geographic prioritization for food assistance based on the convergence of limited data
available, including data on food assistance, nutrition vulnerability as well as agriculture production, to ensure that the
little food stock remains within Tigray goes to the families most in need.

In Afar, as of 19 December, 190,771 people had been reached with 3,234 MT food since distribution commenced on
21 October. Approximately 534,000 people in zone 1, zone 2 and zone 4 are planned to receive food assistance in
Afar.

There is great concern over the safety and security of cargo drivers through the Semera-Abala corridor. Concrete
measures are required to ensure that no humanitarian actor and related service provider, is harmed for humanitarian
efforts in northern Ethiopia, and transporters have the confidence to continue cargo movements in challenging
circumstances.  

There is urgent need to bring in fumigants (which is currently unavailable in the region) to treat stored stock in
Semera, Afar. The delays in humanitarian cargo movement through the Semera-Abala corridor hampers food response
within Tigray. The longer the food commodities are kept in Semera, the higher the risk of stock spoilage and
infestation due to harsh environment.  

Insecurity is contributing to the delay in dispatching and distributing food commodities to vulnerable people in conflict
affected and hard to reach aeras in Amhara and Afar, including North Wollo and Wag Hamra zones and delay in
unloading in Lalibela, Amhara. 

There are six inaccessible kebeles in Adi-Arkay and two inaccessible kebeles in Telemt Woredas of North Gondar;
inaccessibility in these areas is delaying food distribution to the 29,914 people or 5 per cent of target beneficiaries. 

Gaps
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Partners’ distribution in Southern Zone of Tigray remains suspended due to deteriorated security situation. In addition,
the eastern parts of the region around Abala Town of Afar Region, the extreme northern parts along the Eritrean
border (ex: some kebeles in Rama (Central), Erob (Eastern) and Zala Anbessa town (Eastern), and the Western Zone
continue to be inaccessible for partners due to armed actors’ presence.  

CLUSTER STATUS 

3.9 million people in Tigray need health services and interventions in Tigray.

Essential medical equipment, supplies, vaccines, and medicines including cholera kits, interagency emergency health
kits (IEHKs), malaria and scabies’ medicines, SAM kits, and reproductive health kits needed in all three regions.

Cholera vaccines for the second round of the oral cholera vaccination campaign in Tigray.

An estimated 888,000 children under five years in Tigray and more than 360,000 children in Amhara need polio oral
vaccination. 790,000 children need measles vaccination in Tigray.

In Amhara, 40 hospitals, 453 health centers and 1,850 health posts have been damaged and/or looted due to the
conflict and need rehabilitation and support.

In Amhara, COVID-19 testing has stopped in Wag Hemra, North Wollo and parts of North Gonder since July, and in
South Wollo since late October.

In Afar, only 94 health facilities, or 22 per cent of the 414 facilities, are functional, including 2 hospitals and, 31 health
centers. The rest need rehabilitation and support.

In Afar, WHO provided Emergency Health Kits inclusive of IEHK - Malaria modules, Inter-Agency Reproductive Kits,
Trauma Kits, Non-Communicable Disease Kits, Pediatric SAM kits, which is worth ETB4.9 million this week for the
Afar Regional Health Bureau this week.

Scabies cases are continuing to be the biggest health concern in Shire, Tigray. A total of 689 new cases (285 male,
404 female) were reported in the IDP sites of Shire. Medicines (ointment) are being provided to the patients. Liquid
soap was also distributed to 53 IDPs (38 women) with scabies cases and six solar lights, 10 brooms, six gloves,
three hoes and shovels for small scale site maintenance in two different sites of Shire., Tigray.

Also in Tigray, a Measles campaign started on 1st January 2022 in Mekelle and is progressing well, targeting 1.7
children under five years of age.

Damage to cold chains in health facilities due to electricity interruptions in Tigray.

Lack of oxygen cylinders; and gap in electric power supply at Dubti Hospital, Afar.

(6 Jan 2022)
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Shortage of drugs, medical supplies, and equipment's to restart essential health services at damaged/looted health
facilities in Amhara.

CLUSTER STATUS 

Safe access and additional transportation routes via road and air to transport the required humanitarian supplies
within and into Tigray, Amhara and Afar regions.

Only 50 per cent storage space available in Gondar, Amhara and in Kombolcha, due to the damaged Mobile Storage
Units, there is currently no storage capacity available. Nevertheless, the Logistics Cluster is exploring options to
facilitate access to new storage capacity.

Due to operational challenges, the humanitarian convoys remain halted. The Logistics Cluster is offloading the trucks
that were in the dry port in Semera, Afar until convoy movement resumes.

The Logistics Cluster supported one partner in transporting one truck of 40 MT of food items from Mekele to Adigrat,
after the partner was able to secure fuel.

In Amhara, the Logistics Cluster dispatched 71 MT of NFIs on behalf of one partner from the Logistics Cluster
warehouse in Addis Ababa to the Logistics Cluster warehouse in Gondar.

There are ongoing discussions following the warehouse assessment for possible warehouse capacity expansion in
Bahir Dar and Kombolcha, Amhara.

Increased communication and coordination with stakeholders on the ground in Afar.

Increased coordination with active partners in Amhara.

Private transporters are unwilling to transport supplies to conflict affected areas across northern Ethiopia.

(6 Jan 2022)
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An estimated 1.6 million children under five years and pregnant and lactating women in Tigray and an estimated 1.4
million in Amhara and an estimated 80,000 in Afar need malnutrition preventative and treatment interventions.

About 56,000 children projected to be severely malnourished in Tigray, more than 460,000 children and more than
307,000 pregnant and nursing women in need of supplementary feeding.

In Afar Region, a total of 456 cases of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) were reported during the reporting week, out
of these, 17 cases were admitted with medical complications

In Amhara, the 30 mobile health and nutrition teams (MHNTs) deployed by UNICEF continued to provide essential
nutrition services during the reporting week.

Of 36,082 children and 10,538 pregnant and breastfeeding women (PLW) screened in Amhara, 1,361 SAM and 9,530
MAM children were identified, as well as 6,417 MAM PLWs. Overall, 10,179 MAM children and 6,328 MAM PLW were
admitted to targeted supplementary feeding program (TSFP) and 173 SAM children admitted into therapeutic feeding
program (TFP). Mass nutritional screening is being conducted in Sekota, Sahila, and Gazgibela.

1,039 children under five years received Vitamin A and 7,100 children were dewormed in Amhara, while 1,859 mothers
received IFA, 67 pregnant mothers were dewormed and 3,754 caretakers of children 0-23 received IYCF counseling.

159 children and 144 mothers among IDPs received high energy biscuits (HEB) in Amhara.

Also in Amhara, WFP dispatched 188.7 MT (76 RUSF and 112 CSB++) for eight woredas  of Sahala, Gazgibila,
Meketawa, Sede Muja, Lay Gayint, East Belessa, Kinfaz, Enbsie Sar Midir.; while UNICEF dispatched emergency
nutrition supplies (4800 RUTF, 100 High Energy Biscuit (HEB), 11 F-75 and 6 F100 carton to North Wollo and 240 RUTF,
100 HEB, 11 F-75 and 6 F100 carton distributed to Waghimra Zone. A total of 1055 MT of supplies (712 CSB++ and
343 RUSF) were also distributed to Ebinat, West Belesa, Tachgaint and Janamora

In Tigray, nutrition partners continued screening of children aged 6-59 months and PLW to identified those wasted
and deliver appropriate referral for treatment. During the reporting week, a total of 89,247 children were screened out
of which 19.2 per cent (17,130) identified with proxy GAM and 2.1 per cent (1,899) identified with proxy SAM were
admitted for treatment of wasting. In addition, 26,475 PLW were screened out of which, 66.2 per cent (17,539) were
found wasted and admitted for treatment of wasting.

Kola Temben and Tanqua Milash woredas  (Tigray) have completed the Find and Treat Campaign with 21,456 children
and 6,797 PLW screened out of an estimated target of 16,774 children and 4,455 PLW and those found wasted were
linked to appropriate services for treatment of wasting.

The Infant and young child feeding (IYCF) messaging reached a total of 18,734 caregivers, pregnant and lactating
women in Tigray during the reporting week, helping them to improve feeding practices of infant and young children. In
addition, a total of 809 pregnant women received iron folic acid supplement for the prevention of anemia during
pregnancy, and neuro-tubal defects among neonates intrauterine.

Vitamin A supplementation reached 1,794 children aged 6-59 months in Tigray during the reporting week, helping to
boost their immunity against diseases.
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An estimated 3 million people need protection services in Tigray.

Identification and documentation of unaccompanied and separated children (UASC) and alternative care arrangement
in Tigray.

Support needed at Elshadai IDP site in preparation for receiving more than 700 UASC.

Provision of protection services at IDP sites across northern Ethiopia, including child protection, GBV and SGBV
prevention and response, and mental and psychosocial support.

NFIs, including aid devices for persons with disability, and dignity kits for women and girls across northern Ethiopia.

Comprehensive gender-based violence (GBV) services mapping and localized referral mechanisms, health services
for survivors, risk mitigation and prevention activities in northern Ethiopia.

Scale up child protection services and referrals in all the three regions.

Material support (tents, recreational kits) to establish and strengthening new and existing child friendly spaces at IDP
sites across northern Ethiopia.

In Amhara, 1,613 IDPs and individuals from affected communities were reached through multipurpose cash support
with Birr80 per person in South Gondar and Guna Begemidir during the reporting week.

In Tigray, Protection Cluster supported the relocation of 3,655 individuals/685 households from Abaselama site and
May Weyni IDP site to Sebacare 4 site.

As of 31 December 2021, 9,033 IDPs/1,977 households in Tigray expressed interest to return. Of these, 9,002
IDPs/1,975 households have registered to return to areas within Tigray Region, while 12 IDPs/2HHs have registered
to return to Oromia and SNNP regions.

250 children (109 girls) with various child protection concerns were identified and documented during the week; and
650 children (232 girls) with child protection concerns were referred for other services in Axum, Sheraro, Adi Adi
Daero, Endabaguna, Enderta, Adwa, Adigrat, Mekelle Maichew, and Kelete Awelallo, Adihaqi, Ayder, Hawelti, Samre
and Saharti, Tigray Region.

2,236 children (1,112 girls) received mental health and psychosocial support services; 2,458 children (2078 girls) were
reached with awareness raising messages on child protection, prevention and response; 87 unaccompanied and
separated children (36 girls) cases identified and documented in various parts of Tigray during the reporting period.

1,182 IDP households displaced from Zala Anbessa received six types of NFI items; 70 NFI kits was distributed to
newly displaced IDPs in Zikre Sematat; and 6,000 sanitary pads were provided to 3,000 women and girls in Mekelle,
Tigray.

Insufficient protection services, notably GBV case management and mental health and psychosocial support services
and absence of child protection services in some areas across northern Ethiopia due to different operational
constraints.
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OCHA coordinates the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. We advocate
for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all.

https://twitter.com/OCHA_Ethiopia
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/ethiopia
https://reliefweb.int/country/eth
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CLUSTER STATUS 

Rehabilitation of sanitation facilities at schools used to shelter IDPs after their relocation across northern Ethiopia.

Adequate provision of WASH services to prevent disease outbreaks at IDP sites across northern Ethiopia.

About 9,300 water points or more than 54 per cent of the 17,080 water points in Tigray are not functional affecting
more than 3.5 million people without having access to safe drinking water. Provision of fixing and maintaining water
points is required.

In Tigray, about 418,000 IDPs living in 131 IDP sites requires 6,269 m3 of water daily or 313 water truck trips. This
needs 2,200 liters of fuel daily.

Completion of WASH facilities in Mekelle, Eastern, Central and North-Western zones of Tigray.

WASH NFIs, and hygiene kits to IDPs living in shelters and with host communities. Currently there are 3,712 latrines
with gap of 17,184 latrines at IDP collective sites across Tigray.

Installation of water storage tankers after being delivered to IDP sites in Amhara.

(6 Jan 2022)
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