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PNG FOOD SECURITY SITUATION UPDATES:  

Papua New Guinea (PNG) has been undergoing a severe drought due to the 

ongoing El-Nino impact since last April 2015. The prolonged El-Nino drought 

has damaged the agricultural food production system. The dry spells have 

led to insufficient amount of water available for plants and human beings to 

consume, compounded by frosts falling in some parts of the Highlands 

Region. In addition to this, there are several reports from various parts of the 

country on disease outbreaks and insect infestation in staple crops and 

vegetables and that has been damaging the growth of food crops after the 

drought. 

 

This has led to a food crisis especially affecting people who live in rural areas 

and rely on subsistence agriculture for their food needs. The central 

mountainous highlands region, where 40 percent of people live, is the worst 

affected area with further devastation of village food gardens by frost in 

areas of higher altitude such as Enga, Hela and Western Highlands Provinces. 

Households across all affected areas are resorting to negative food coping 

strategies to make up for loss of income, loss of food stocks or lack of access 

to functioning markets - particularly by reducing portion sizes and meal 

frequency.  

 

The Government of PNG estimates that more than 2.7 million people are 

affected by drought but according to most recent estimates, over 700,000 

people live in areas classified as Category 4 and 5, where food production 

has been severely impacted by the drought and may be in need of food 

assistance  

 

and/or agricultural inputs. Of this number, approximately 480,000 are in 

Category 5 areas and are facing critical food shortages.  After receiving the 

recent rains in much of the PNG, populations in Jiwaka, Chimbu and some 

parts of Enga Province have begun re-planting staple crops and vegetables, 

although it is expected that adequate agricultural support, such as seeds and 

planting materials, are required to facilitate recovery. The precise number of 

households requiring agricultural recovery assistance is yet to be 

determined. 

   

The Food Security Cluster was established in the PNG in January 2016 and 

the regular fortnightly cluster meeting has become a common platform to 

share information and coordinate efforts on the Relief Food Distribution and 

ongoing Agriculture Recovery Activities in PNG. The Department of 

Agriculture and Livestock (DAL) is chairing the Cluster meeting on a regular 

basis.     

CLUSTER STRATEGY:  

The overall strategy of the FS Cluster revolves around increasing access to 

food and improving livelihoods and nutritional status of the most vulnerable 

people across drought affected districts. The FSC strategy will focus on 

following two priorities: 

1.  Ensuring continued and regular access to food for the most vulnerable 

populations (under category 4 and 5) through Relief Food Assistance for 

approximately 700,000 people residing in Western Province, Highlands 

Areas and Small Islands in Milne Bay; 
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2. Facilitating the Agriculture Recovery Initiatives by involving FS Sector 

partners in distributing agricultural inputs (necessary planting materials 

and tools), training and technical inputs (number of HH yet to be 

finalized).   

 

The FSC will focus its work mainly on the highly drought affected  people 

living in Western, Enga, Chimbu, Eastern Highlands, Southern Highlands, 

Western Highlands, Sandaun, Gulf, Oro, Hela, Morobe, and Milne Bay Islands 

provinces.  

CLUSTER PRIORITY ACTIONS:   

Priority 1: Highly food scarce communities under category 4 and 5, estimated 

above 700,000 people in WP, Highland Areas and Small Islands in Milne Bay 

desperately, are in-need of immediate food assistance. The FSC will continue 

to coordinate with the Government of PNG and FS Sector partners and 

advocate for the funding for the relief food assistance.     

Priority 2:  The cluster is extending support to the Government Agencies (DAL, 

NARI, FPDA) and Non-government Partners (I/NGOs & Private sectors) to 

prepare the “Joint Agriculture Recovery Plan for the Drought Response 2016” 

in PNG to facilitate the implementation of rehabilitation activities within the 

agricultural sector 

CLUSTER PARTNERS UPDATES:    

 Department of Agriculture and Livestock (DAL) is currently compiling the 
Agriculture Recovery Plan for the Drought Response, together with the 
National Agriculture Institute (NARI), Fresh Production Development 
Agencies (FPDA) and Provincial Agriculture Offices. Non-government 
Partners working in Food Security Sectors are submitting the details of the 

drought response projects to the Cluster through 4Ws matrix. The Cluster 
is providing technical support for the preparation of the Joint Agriculture 
Recovery Plan for the drought Response 2016.  

 WFP, in partnership with NDC, has completed a Mobile Vulnerability 
Analysis and Mapping (mVAM) survey in all Category 3, 4 and 5 areas. A 
report is currently being drafted, which will supplement existing 
assessments on the impact of the drought and frost on the food security 
situation. 

 Ongoing relief responses include food assistance efforts by the 
Government of PNG, 
although an update on 
the exact locations, type 
and quantity of 
assistance yet to be 
provided. Some other 
humanitarian and private 
sector actors have 
distributed small 
quantities of food 
assistance in some areas 
and it is widely agreed 
that there remains a 
significant gap in food 
assistance coverage.   

 NARI is distributing seeds in the districts, as a foundation materials. 
Particularly in the drought response areas under category 4/5, they are 
distributing early maturing and drought tolerant crops. NARI is targeting 
the category 4 and 5 areas in the Highlands, Western, West Sepik and 
Morobe region. This distribution is being accompanied with training on 
water conservation and management. 
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 FS Cluster partners, currently are distributing seeds and conducting 
training on Adaptive Agriculture, Inputs on Resilient Agriculture, 
Agriculture Extension in several districts under Morobe, Simbu, Enga, and 
Highlands areas. Most of the training have been designed in collaboration 
with DAL, NARI and FPDA.  

 FAO offered to invite technical experts from INIA research institute in Peru 
to support DAL in investigating and controlling the insect infestation that 
was damaging the growth of food crops after the drought. The mission 
dates are yet to be finalized.  

 The cluster, supported by the WFP logistics experts is working to support 
provincial authorities in the distribution of up to approximately 3100mt of 
food relief (purchased by a private foundation) in Western Province; 

 Church Partnership Programme (CPP) is finalizing a drought response plan 
(draft). This document would aid this conglomerate of faith-based 
organizations by directing their resources to where they are needed the 
most. Planning activities have been ongoing in Mt. Busafe, Enga, Hela, and 
South Fly regions. 

CONSTRAINTS and CHALLENGES:   

 Several isolated communities have received little to no food supplies so 
far. There are reports that relief food is sometimes dispatched without 
clear instruction on who should be the final beneficiaries, and is therefore 
left in warehouses. 

 Clear information gaps exist on where and when food assistance has been 
provided thus far. 

 Accessibility difficulties and high transportation costs, especially where 
airlifting is the only way to access communities in need, remain a 
challenge for most humanitarian partners. 

 
 

CONTACT: 

Cluster Leads:  Stephen Mombi, Deputy Secretary, DAL: mombistephen@gmail.com  

Ken Shimizu, Country Representative, FAO: ken.shimizu@fao.org 

Jean-Luc Siblot, Country Representative, WFP: jean-luc.siblot@wfp.org 

Information Management Officer: Scott Higgins: scott.higgins@fao.org   
Cluster website: http://fscluster.org/papua-new-guinea  

mailto:mombistephen@gmail.com
mailto:ken.shimizu@fao.org
mailto:jean-luc.siblot@wfp.org
mailto:scott.higgins@fao.org
http://fscluster.org/papua-new-guinea

