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GREAT EAST JAPAN EARTHQUAKE 

Month of July Report 

PEACE WINDS JAPAN 

 

It’s been 5 months since northern Japan was 

struck by earthquakes and tsunami on March 

11.  Over 15,689 have been confirmed dead 

and still 4,744 are reported missing, and more 

than 15,000 people have been displaced.  

Peace Winds Japan (PWJ) has been providing 

relief effort to disaster affected areas, our 

early effort was focused on emergency relief, 

and responding to the emergency needs of 

the area, we have now fully shifted our focus 

to recovery and relief effort. 

This report describes our activities in July, 2011. 

 

1. Providing household goods to people moving into temporary housing 

Since April 9, PWJ has been distributing household goods to those who are moving into temporary housing 

in cities located in Iwate prefecture, such as Rikuzentakata, Ofunato, Kamaishi and some others.  Working 

closely with the city and prefectural offices, necessary household goods were selected and in collaboration 

with Aeon Corporation, PWJ staff and many volunteers have visited 84 temporary housing and delivering 

goods to 2,492 household and 6,564 people. 

Though Japan had unusually hot weather this summer, over 100 volunteers had helped us with this 

program in July.  PWJ couldn’t have done this much work without volunteers who had worked so hard in 

hot weather.  Thank you! 

  

PWJ staffs carry items to temporary units (Ofunato-shi and Kamaishi-shi) (C)PWJ 
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2. Youth programs 

PWJ continued providing Youth programs in Kesennuma and Rikuzentakata which are aimed at providing 

opportunities for children to express their feelings through activities such as sports, arts and other creative 

ways called “Arts and Sports Caravan”.   

In July, we served over 332 children at 26 evacuation centers, temporary housing and local youth centers.  

Adjacent to Arts and Sports Caravan for children, a trained social worker who is also PWJ staff hosted 

programs for adults where adults could gather and share their concerns of any kind, or just simply talk to 

each other while having a cup of tea or planting flowers which PWJ provided for them.  These types of 

informal gatherings were attended by 20 adults in July, and adults had enjoyed this relaxed environment, 

and sometimes it became a place to laugh, express their needs or share their feelings.  

As a part of building resilient communities to support children, PWJ has a program called “Comfort for Kids”. 

In this program, experienced PWJ staff plan workshops and trainings to specialists who work closely with 

children, such as social workers, school teachers and other adults including parents, to help them 

understand how to deal with children with deep trauma.  Early July, PWJ staff gave a workshop at a 

university in Hokkaido, over 200 attended this event. We will continue to help with creating better 

environment for children and those who work or live with them directly or indirectly. 

“Moving Forward” is a newest program PWJ has just begun in Kesennuma area.  This is a program which 

provides opportunities to support older children by working with local youth sports groups and sports 

curriculum given as a part of elementary school programs.  On July 24, PWJ invited Mr. Atsushi Oyagi, an 

ex-pro rugby player, and held a Moving Forward program’s kick-off event in Kesennuma.  

  

“Moving Forward” in Kesennuma (C)PWJ 

 

 About 70 children participated in this event, they enjoyed playing tug-rugby with Mr. Oyagi, through 

playing sports, Mr. Oyagi taught children the importance as well as fun part of a team-play 
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The Studio Ghibli continued supporting PWJ’s effort for helping youth in the tsunami affected areas.  On 

July 2 and 3, in collaboration with the Studio Ghibli, PWJ held a movie premiere of “From Up on Poppy Hill” 

(Kokuriko Saka Kara) in Kesennuma and Rikuzentakata, which were enjoyed by over 1,200 people.  

  

The Picture left: The screen set in Takada elementary school (C)PWJ 

The Picture right: The movie premiere at Takada elementary school (C)PWJ 

 

3. Economic Recovery assistance 

In order for the disaster stricken area economy to recover, it is vital to support local industries as well as 

businesses sectors.  PWJ has been working with the Chamber of Commerce, Fishing Cooperatives from 

Rikuzentakata and Minamisanriku to help their fishing industry as well as local businesses reopen and 

restart. 

   

Pictures above and below : materials needed for the seaweed cultivation (C)PWJ 

 

Through the Chamber of Commerce office in Rikuzentakata, PWJ provided its first mobile shop in June. 

Since then, the demand for the mobile shop soared and we provided the second mobile shop on July 12.  

This mobile shop sells local fish, fillet by the shop owner, as well as other fresh produce.  These mobile 

shops visit temporary housing or evacuation shelters, for those who do not have cars to go grocery 

shopping or elderly can now enjoy fresh produce more often.  PWJ plans to provide 8 more mobile shops 

in Rikuzentakata, Iwate Prefecture and 10 more in Minamisanriku, Miyagi Prefecture.  
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4. Other activities 

PWJ has also providing free shuttle bus services from temporary housing in Rikuzentakata to shops and 

hospitals in Ofunato, and continued with this service through July and about 962 people benefited from 

this free bus service.  Also in Ofunato, PWJ has provided shopping vouchers to those who moved into 

temporary housing from evacuation shelters.  This voucher program not only helps people who receive 

them, but also helps local shops which participate in this program. In July, PWJ distributed these shopping 

vouchers to 530 households, 2,084 people.  

Since fishing industry is the area’s main financial source, PWJ provided fishing tanks, scales and other 

necessary equipment to reopen the fish market in Ofunato.  Currently, this fish market handles bonito, 

salmon, mackerel, and squid, all local delicacy and nationally famous for.   

Other support include free bus services to local monthly festivals, PWJ will also provide temporary office 

building or any necessary office equipment and furniture to Udatsu and Shizukawa Fishing Cooperatives in 

Minamisanriku.  Our support aims to provide where most urgently needed in order to become 

independent financially again.  

 

Our donations: 

PWJ has been receiving generous donations from individuals and corporations in Japan and from all over 

the world, we also have received program grants from Mercy Corps, Japan Platform and other international 

organizations.  All such contributions have enabled us to serve in four cities in Iwate and Miyagi 

prefectures and surrounding areas.  Peace Winds Japan would like to express our most sincere 

appreciation to all donors who made us possible to do what we best – serving people who are in need of 

assistance. 

 

Our planned activities: 

PWJ plans to continue providing recovery and relief assistance in Iwate and Miyagi prefectures with three 

main areas of focus: 1) delivering household goods to people who live in temporary housing, 2) providing 

children safe places to play, and caring for youth, 3) assisting in area’s economic recovery.  

 

August is a summer recess time for local schools and PWJ plans to increase the frequency of our youth 

programs because we want children to have fun memories as much as possible during this summer break. 

August is also a time to carry on many traditional festivities throughout Japan and working with local 

community organizations, PWJ will be supporting some of the local festivities.  Even though it’s been a 

very difficult time for all the people in Tohoku area, those festivities mean a lot for them and they are part 

of the local culture and tradition which they wish to carry on and cherish.   

 

As for the future relief activities, PWJ aims to support rebuilding of the communities and recovery of the 

local economy initiated by the locals.  PWJ sees our role is to frequently assess and understand the needs 

of the area, as well as monitor activities of other relief organizations, so that we can plan and provide most 

appropriate support when it is most needed to help community and industry to recover faster.  Peace 
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Winds Japan would like to thank everyone for their continuous support for our activities in Tohoku.  

 

You can also see PWJ’s report on its relief activity in the face of the Great East Japan Earthquake at its 

special home page (http://www.peace-winds.org/en/index.html).  Reports on recent activities are also 

on Blog, Twitter, and Face Book. 

 

  Blog        http://amebio.jp/pwj-touhoku/ 

  Twitter     http://twitter.com/#!/peacewindsjapan 

  Facebook   https://www.facebook.com/PWJPublicRelations 


