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42 Focus group discussion were conducted by 9 partners between 21 and 26 November 2017.  Fourteen groups of women, men as well as mixed groups were organized and inteviewed 
with 3 groups coming from host families in Teknaf. Typically, the FGDs were made up of 8-12 respondents.  Loca�ons where FGDs were carried out: Kutupalong, Jamtoli, Madhur Chara, 
Lambachiya, Balukhali MS, Unchiprang, Kutupalong MS, and Jadimura.  The findings from the FGDs are summarized as following:

Shelter Upgrades
Nearly 50% of people interviewed consider limited space, lack of thermal 
comfort and poor infrastructure as the major issues in the current shelters. 
Lack of safety, security, and privacy for women and girls were also major 
concerns. They consider internal par��ons and extension of shelter to 
promote healthy a living environment with privacy as highly important.
The� has been iden�fied as the primary safety and security issue in the 
refugee se�lements. The interviewed people consider provision of ligh�ng 
in the area along with strengthening of the shelter walls as measures that 
can minimize the incidence.  Lock boxes were also requested.
Upgrades iden�fied included: strengthening the roof and walls, increasing 
shelter space and raising height of floors.
Material support requested: tarpaulin and bamboo. HHs also requested 
cash support to hire labor.

DRR and Shelter: Community perception
The refugees are aware of major local risks. Fire is considered to be 
number one risk, followed by strong wind (Cyclone or Tornado), 
landslides, Floods/heavy rains, and wild elephants. Refugees demon-
strate basic knowledge about protec�ng their shelter and valuable 
items in the event of some events. However, their experience with 
flooding and landslide preparedness remains limited.                                     . 

Community mobilization
Community mobiliza�on has played a key 
role in assis�ng vulnerable people in 
construc�on of shelters, sharing of NFIs, 
transporta�on of materials/relief items 
and collec�on of funds. xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Site improvement
The refugee community would like site improvement to include construc�on 
of road and drainage network systems, tree planta�ons and se�ng up street 
lights. If such ini�a�ves are taken up by agencies, the community is willing to 
contribute through ac�ve par�cipa�on in the planning and implementa�on 
of the works as well as take up the maintenance responsibili�es of the 
facili�es. xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

2-Storey housing concept 
In Myanmar, most families had 2-storey 
home made up of bamboo, wood, 
stone and brick. In the current loca�on, 
they would prefer to have similar 
arrangement to overcome the space 
limita�on for shelter. They are also 
open to sharing floors with close 
friends/rela�ves if larger floor space is 
made available. xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

NFIs replenishment and new NFIs 
Blankets, kitchen sets (with special men�on 
of dish/plate, bucket, gas stove by women), 
tarpaulins and sleeping mats were cited as 
the most useful items distributed to refugees. 
The refuges request addi�onal assistance 
with cooking fuel, solar lights, and trunk/safe 
cases which they consider essen�al house-
hold items.xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Host Community findings
The  host  communi�es  believe that the    refugee  
influx  has had a detrimental affect on their  
existence  through  reduced  job  opportuni�es, 
lowered unskilled wage rate,  increased  market  
price  of  essen�al  commodi�es,  overcrowding  of 
public places and local  transporta�on,  scarcity  of  
potable  water, environmental  pollu�on increased 
risk of  diseases. Host communi�es interviewed 
also stated that they are not economically be�er 
off than the refugees. Their livelihoods  and     infra-
structures  were  severely  damaged  due  to  the  
Cyclone  MORA  in  May  2017 and people are yet to 
recover from the crisis.                                              .                                                                                                   
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