
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

UNICEF Releases Report – UNICEF 

recently released a report that 

highlights the widespread ill-

treatment of children under Israeli 

detention. 
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FIGURES 

236 children detained ( 5.8%) 

141 detained inside Israel ( 6.8%) 

39 children aged 12–15 ( 25.8%)  

1 girl in detention 
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February registered the highest 

number of Palestinian children 

imprisoned and prosecuted in the 

Israeli military court system since 

October 2010, reaching a total of 

236, an increase of 5.8 percent 

from January. 

39 children were between the 

ages of 12 and 15, a 25.8 percent 

increase from January. 

A total of 141 children (59 percent) 

were held in detention facilities 

inside Israel in violation of 

international humanitarian law. 

DCI-Palestine welcomes UNICEF‟s 

release of a briefing paper titled 

“Children in Israeli military 

detention: observations and 

recommendations” on 7 March, 

which backs Palestinians claims 

Overview February 2013 

that ill-treatment of children is 

widespread and systematic within 

the Israeli military detention 

system. 

In recent months, DCI-Palestine 

has documented an increase in 

physical assault of children 

arrested and detained by Israeli 

forces during demonstrations 

across the West Bank in support of 

Palestinian prisoners on extended 

hunger strike in Israeli jails.  

In one incident, Israeli soldiers 

brutally beat a Palestinian youth, 
breaking his nose and thumb and 

causing numerous contusions. In 

another case, Israeli interrogators 

struck a child‟s face with a stick 

and violently shook him. 

 

Israeli forces and Palestinian youths near Qalandia checkpoint. © DCI 
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http://www.unicef.org/oPt/UNICEF_oPt_Children_in_Israeli_Military_Detention_Observations_and_Recommendations_-_6_March_2013.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/oPt/UNICEF_oPt_Children_in_Israeli_Military_Detention_Observations_and_Recommendations_-_6_March_2013.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/oPt/UNICEF_oPt_Children_in_Israeli_Military_Detention_Observations_and_Recommendations_-_6_March_2013.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/oPt/UNICEF_oPt_Children_in_Israeli_Military_Detention_Observations_and_Recommendations_-_6_March_2013.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/palestinian-youth-severely-beaten-israeli-soldiers-near-huwara
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/palestinian-youth-severely-beaten-israeli-soldiers-near-huwara
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/dci-urges-israel-investigate-abuse-two-palestinian-boys
http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/dci-urges-israel-investigate-abuse-two-palestinian-boys
https://www.facebook.com/DCIPS
https://twitter.com/DCIPalestine
http://www.youtube.com/dcips


Total 
According to the latest figures 

compiled by DCI from sources 

including the Israeli Prison 

Service (IPS) and Israeli army 

temporary detention facilities, 

there were 236 Palestinian 

children (12-17 years) in Israeli 

detention at the end of 

February 2013. This represents 

an increase of 13 children 

(5.8%) from the previous 

month.  

12-15 year olds  
In February there was an 

increase in the number of 

young children (12–15 years) 

being prosecuted in Israeli 

military courts and receiving 

custodial sentences in prisons 

inside Israel. At the end of 

February, there were 39 young 

children in detention, an 

increase of 8 children (25.8%) 

from the January 2013. 

Girls in detention  
There is currently one 

Palestinian girl being held in 

Israeli detention. The 17-year-

old girl from Hebron was 

arrested at a checkpoint on 26 

July 2012, after been found in 

possession of a knife and 

pepper spray, which she is 

accused of using on a female 

soldier. 

Administrative detention 
There are currently no 

Palestinian children being held 

without charge or trial in Israeli 

administrative detention. DCI 

continues to recommend that 

no child should be the subject 

of administrative detention and 

Israeli military law should be 

amended to reflect this 

position. 
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Each year approximately 500–700 Palestinian children, some as young as 12 years, are 

detained and prosecuted in the Israeli military court system. 

The most common charge is for throwing stones. The overwhelming majority of these 

children are detained inside Israel in contravention of Article 76 of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention. 

FEBRUARY 2013 

IN FIGURES 

Total number of Palestinian children in Israeli detention at the end of each month 

since Jan 2009 - Note: These figures are not cumulative 

Number of young (12-15) Palestinians in Israeli detention at the end of each month 

since January 2009 - Note: These figures are not cumulative 

Number of Palestinian girls in Israeli detention at the end of each month since 

January 2009 - Note: These figures are not cumulative 

Number of Palestinian children held in Israeli administrative detention at the end of 

each month since January 2009 - Note: These figures are not cumulative 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2009 5 6 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1.8 

2010 0 0 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1.6 

2011 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0.2 

2012 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2013 0 0           0 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2009 5 7 6 6 6 5 4 3 3 0 0 0 3.8 

2010 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0.3 

2011 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0.2 

2012 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 0.5 

2013 1 1           1 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2009 50 54 53 47 39 47 42 39 40 44 41 42 44 

2010 44 41 39 32 25 23 18 20 32 34 32 30 31 

2011 34 45 45 37 38 38 40 34 35 30 33 19 36 

2012 26 24 31 33 39 35 34 30 28 21 21 23 29 

2013 31 39           35 

 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Aver. 

2009 389 423 420 391 346 355 342 339 326 325 306 305 355 

2010 318 343 342 335 305 291 284 286 269 256 228 213 289 

2011 222 221 226 220 211 209 202 180 164 150 161 135 192 

2012 170 187 206 220 234 221 211 195 189 164 178 195 198 

2013 223 236           229 

 



12 February 2013 

Name of victim:  Mahmoud O. (12)  

Accusation:  Throwing stones 

Place of residence:  „Azzun, Qalqiliya 

 

Mahmoud, 12, told DCI-Palestine that Israeli soldiers arrested him at about 2:15 a.m. from his home in the 

West Bank town of „Azzun, Qalqiliya, which is located near the Israeli settlement Ma‟ale Shomeron. 

Mahmoud awoke because an Israeli soldier had picked him up and was carrying him. The soldiers 

blindfolded Mahmoud and tied his hands behind his back with a single plastic cord. He was slapped 

across face and then dragged about 15 metres to a military jeep where he was forced to sit on the 

metal floor. Once inside he was kicked and slapped and subjected to verbal abuse. 

Upon arriving at Ari‟el police station at about 9:00 a.m., Mahmoud was accused of throwing stones, 

asked to write his name on papers in Hebrew, and slapped during interrogation. After denying that he 

had thrown stones, he was taken out of the interrogation room. He was brought back to the room shortly 

after and the interrogator produced a statement from another child that was also arrested the same 

night. The statement said that Mahmoud had thrown stones, but Mahmoud continued to deny the 

accusations. 

Mahmoud was fingerprinted and his photo was taken before being taken that afternoon to Za‟tara 

checkpoint, south of Nablus. His father soon arrived at the checkpoint and Mahmoud was released to 

him. Mahmoud described feeling scared and traumatized during his arrest, transfer and period of 

detention. After paying 1,000 NIS, Mahmoud was released on bail. However, charges could be filed 

against him at any time within six months from his arrest. 

23 February 2013 

Name of victim:  Shaker M. (17)  

Accusation:   Throwing stones     

Place of residence:  Balata refugee camp, Nablus 

 

Shaker, 17, was detained by Israeli soldiers after clashes began between stone-throwing Palestinian 

youth and Israeli soldiers during a demonstration in solidarity with Palestinian prisoners on hunger strike. 

Protestors fled as a military jeep rushed toward them. Shaker attempted to run away but fell to the 

ground. The military jeep stopped nearby and two soldiers got out and began to beat him severely while 

he was still on the ground. He was hit with the stocks of their rifles and punched and kicked all over his 

body, including his head. He tried to put his hands up to protect himself, but suffered a broken right 

thumb. He was punched in the face and suffered a broken nose, swelling and a lump around his left eye 

as well as bruising all over his body. 

Shaker fainted and later woke up on the ground and his hands were tied behind his back with a single 

plastic cord. He fainted again and woke up on the metal floor of a military jeep and was verbally and 

physically assaulted. Soldiers discarded his blood-soaked clothes before arriving at Huwara interrogation 

and detention centre. 

After several hours delay, Shaker was taken to Hadassah Hospital in Jerusalem where he received 

medical treatment. His hands remained tied for the majority of the exam and treatment, against the 

doctor's recommendation. 

Continued on page 4 

Case summaries 

Lawyers and fieldworkers for DCI-Palestine collect sworn affidavits from Palestinian children in prison and 

upon their release. These affidavits are drafted in Arabic and further reviewed by trained staff to 

determine appropriate follow-up action. Each year, around 100 of these affidavits are translated into 

English from which brief case summaries are produced. New case summaries are regularly posted here. 
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http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/case-summaries-2013


DCI-Palestine ● Detention Bulletin, Issue 37 ● January 2013  
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No child should be prosecuted in military courts which lack comprehensive fair trial and 

juvenile justice standards. DCI-Palestine recommends that as a minimum safeguard in the 

light of consistent reports of ill-treatment and torture, the following: 

1. Ensure that no child is interrogated in the absence of a lawyer of their choice and family 

member; 

2. Ensure that all interrogations of children are audio-visually recorded; 

3. Ensure that all evidence suspected of being obtained through ill-treatment or torture be 

rejected by the military courts;  

4. Ensure that all credible allegations of ill-treatment and torture be thoroughly and 

impartially investigated and those found responsible for such abuse be brought to justice. 

Other reports 

UNICEF – Children in Israeli Military Detention 

WCLAC – Women‟s Voices: Glimpses of life 

under occupation 

Breaking the Silence – Soldiers‟ Testimonies: 

Children and Youth 

UK lawyers – Children in Military Custody 

DCI–Palestine Report 

Bound, Blindfolded & Convicted: 

Children held in military 

detention 

He was transferred back to Huwara centre where he suffered additional physical assault and was 

denied painkillers that were prescribed to him. At one point he was forced to sit on the ground outside 

and was suddenly attacked by two dogs controlled by Israeli soldiers. “I tried to push them away but 

they bit my arms,” said Shaker. “I tried to push them away several times, but they did not go away. The 

soldiers were laughing loudly.” 

During interrogation, the interrogator threatened to beat him worse if he did not confess. Shaker 

confessed and signed papers in Hebrew without knowing their contents. He was detained overnight with 

adults before being transferred the next morning to Megiddo prison inside Israel. He first appeared 

before a military judge on 27 February 2013. 

 

 

 

 

Urgent Appeals 

UA 3/12 – Children of the Sea 

UA 2/12 – Forcible transfer 

UA 1/12 – Solitary confinement 

UA 6/11 – Children of Beit Ummar 

UA 4/11 – Children of Azzun 

UA 3/11 – Settler violence 

For more information on Palestinian child detainees… 

Case summaries, continued 

Recommendations 

Palestinian child at Ofer military court. © DCI 

http://www.unicef.org/oPt/UNICEF_oPt_Children_in_Israeli_Military_Detention_Observations_and_Recommendations_-_6_March_2013.pdf
http://www.wclac.org/english/userfiles/Glimpses%20of%20Life%20Under%20Occupation%20October%202012.pdf
http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Children_and_Youth_Soldiers_Testimonies_2005_2011_Eng.pdf
http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org/
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/report_0.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/report_0.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/report_0.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/ua_3_12_gaza_fishermen_15_dec_2012.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/copy_of_ua_2_12_article_76_jan_2013.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/copy_of_ua_1_12_solitary_confinement_dec_12.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/ua_6-11_-_beit_ummar1.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/ua_4_11_azzun_update_18_jan_2012.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/ua_3_11_settler_violence_15_oct_2012.pdf
http://www.dci-palestine.org

