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CCOOMMMMOONN  SSEECCUURRIITTYY  AANNDD  DDEEFFEENNCCEE  PPOOLLIICCYY    

 

CSDP Civil Mission in Sahel 
 

 

The European Union is launching a new CSDP civilian mission "EUCAP SAHEL Niger" under 

the Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) in order to improve the capacities of Nigerien 

Security Forces (Gendarmerie, Police nationale, Garde nationale) to fight terrorism and 

organised crime in an effective and coordinated manner, with a view to contribute to enhancing 

of political stability, security, governance and social cohesion in Niger and in the Sahel region. 

On 23
 
March 2012, the Council adopted the Crisis Management Concept which informed the 

operational planning and on 16 July 2012 the Council gave the green light decision and the legal 

basis for the mission, which is to kick off in August 2012. 

 

 

 European Union's interests in Sahel 

 

The Sahel has a prominent place on European Union's political agenda. Europe has multiple interests 

in the region, including the fight against insecurity and organized crime, energy security and illegal 

migration. There are longstanding historical and cultural ties between the countries of the Sahel and 

Europe. Today, there are large Diasporas from Sahel countries living and working since decades in 

the European Union Member States.  

The EU addresses the multifaceted challenges in the region through its comprehensive Strategy for 

Security and Development in the Sahel adopted by the Council in March 2011. The CDSP mission for 

which planning has been taken forward derives and constitutes an important element of this EU 

Strategy. 

 

 Mission's regional dimension 
 

Any action to address current security challenges in Sahel should have a clear regional dimension.  

Even though it has been decided that the mission during its initial 2-years mandate will focus on 

Niger, this regional dimension will be sustained. The situation in the Sahel region as a whole will be 

closely monitored by the mission's liaison officers with a view to identify further possible CSDP 

actions, in particular in Mauritania and Mali. 

 

 Planned mission's activities 

 

The European Union is to deploy a civilian CSDP Training, Mentoring, Advisory and Assistance 

mission to Niger to contribute to strengthening the capacities of Niger to fight terrorism and organised 

crime, improve the control of its territory, thus allowing for the execution of development related 

projects and facilitating development as a whole. 
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The European Union's Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) includes the gradual framing of a common 
defence policy which might in time lead to a common defence. The CSDP allows the Union to develop its civilian and 
military capacities for crisis management and conflict prevention at international level, thus helping to maintain peace 
and international security, in accordance with the United Nations Charter. The CSDP includes a strong conflict 
prevention component. 

More information and background documents available on:  

www.consilium.europa.eu/csdp - www.eeas.europa.eu 

This mission is designed to help to fill "missing links" in European Union's strategic approach to the 

region, and it will usefully complement other actions funded from EU developmental and 

humanitarian funds. 

The mission will assist in further developing and rendering operational of the security dimension of 

the Nigerien Strategy for Security and Development by supporting the formulation and execution of 

the necessary implementation plans. The mission will also assist in the consolidation of common 

structures and mechanisms to fight terrorism and organised crime from a joint perspective, while 

conducting training activities in support of such structures. 

 

The mission will also have some military expertise for liaison purposes with the Nigerien Armed 

Forces. It will be embedded in the military central level mainly with a view to perform broader 

coordination activities. This element is part of the manning of the mission and should be executed as 

soon as the mission deploys. 

 

 

 The EU comprehensive approach 
 

The European Union's action to support the security and development in Niger is to be comprehensive 

in nature as recognised in the EU strategy. In this context, the CSDP Sahel mission in conjunction 

with EU financial instruments would significantly increase the effectiveness and visibility of EU 

support in the security field, while other EU instruments will continue to address other aspects of the 

EU strategy, especially in the field of development, creating effective synergies and mutual 

complementarities. 
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