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CHAD

Around 4.7 million people (52 per cent of 

them women) will need assistance in 2017, 

representing almost a third of Chad’s 

population. Humanitarian organizations will 

target 3.2 million people for assistance and 

have requested $589 million. Amid low human 

development, chronic poverty, climate change 

and poor access to essential services, 

vulnerabilities are exacerbated by food 

insecurity and malnutrition, population 

displacements and health emergencies. A 

multi-year strategic framework has been 

developed to address the root causes of 

recurrent humanitarian emergencies and 

better integrate humanitarian and 

development strategies to reduce 

vulnerabilities.

GAMBIA

The West African bloc ECOWAS on 18 

December said it will take “all necessary 

actions to enforce the results” of the 1 

December election after incumbent President 

Yahya Jammeh recently rejected the outcome 

despite initially conceding defeat. Jammeh’s

decision has sparked new political and 

security worries for the West African country. 

A high-level mediation team by West African 

presidents held talks with the president and 

his opponent last week in a bid to resolve the 

deadlock. ECOWAS also called on “the 

Gambian defence and security forces to 

perform their role in a nationalistic manner 

and protect lives and property.”
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DR CONGO

The UN Special Representative and the 

head of the peacekeeping force  

MONUSCO, Maman Sambo Sidikou, on 18 

December called for calm and restraint on 

the eve of the expiry of President Joseph 

Kabila’s term, which is to extend until 2018 

when new elections are to be held according 

to an agreement between the Government 

and allied opposition parties. Sidikou urged 

for the respect of the law and basic rights, 

including the right hold protest, meetings and 

freedom of expression.

NIGERIA

Famine likely occurred between April and 

August in some IDP settlements in the north-

eastern Bama and Banki towns and in other 

nearby inaccessible areas of Borno state 

facing similar conditions of limited access to 

food and health services before the arrival of 

humanitarian assistance, the Integrated 

Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) 

network said on 16 December. It warned that 

there is a high likelihood that famine is 

ongoing and will continue in the inaccessible 

areas of Borno, assuming conditions will 

remain similar or worse to those observed in 

Bama and Banki towns earlier this year. 

Humanitarian assistance has improved food 

security and may be preventing famine in 

various IDP settlements, but sustained 

humanitarian access is critical in many 

areas.
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