
 

Facts & Figures: 

 1 billion children 

live in conflict-
affected areas, of 
which 300 million 

are under the age 
of five  

 7 million children 

are refugees and 
12.4 million 
children were 

displaced in their 

country in 2011 

 There were 28 
million conflict-

affected children 
out of primary 
school in 2011 

EU action: 

 The 2012 Nobel 

Peace Prize came 
with an award of 
€930,000 

 The EU topped up 

the prize money to 
€2 million … 

 … and funded five 

humanitarian 
projects providing 
28,000 conflict-

affected children 
with education. 
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 Receiving the 2012 Nobel Peace Prize for its achievements in peace 

on the European continent, the EU decided to dedicate the prize money 

to the most vulnerable, who are often the hardest hit by wars: 
children. 

 The EU uses the prize money to fund humanitarian projects providing 

28,000 conflict-affected children in Africa, Latin America, and Asia 
with education.  

 Each and every girl and boy in the world should have the opportunity to 

fully develop their potential and grow up in peace. We want "children 
of war" to become "children of peace".  

 The 'EU Children of Peace’ initiative will continue beyond this first 

year, to become a symbol of the European Union's commitment to 
those in need around the world. 

 While EU Children of Peace helps conflict-affected children with their 

educational needs, it is also meant to raise awareness and advocate 
for more integrated support in this area. 

 Humanitarian and development actors need to increase 

coordination on funding child development in emergencies to ensure 
that children do not suffer from not having access to education due to a 

lack of continuity between short-term emergency and longer-term 

development assistance.  

Key messages 

FACTSHEET           EU Children of Peace 

shortage 
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There were over 1 billion children living in countries 

affected by conflict in 2009, including 300 million under five 
(UN estimates). Many children are among the civilian 

casualties of war. In Afghanistan, 1.756 children were killed or 
maimed in 2011. Children are also often recruited by armed 

groups, as combatants, intelligence sources, for forced labour 
and also for sexual exploitation. Moreover, children are 

frequently victims of landmines and unexploded ordnances.  

In 2011, 7 million children were refugees and 12.4 million 

children were displaced within their own country due to 

conflict, according to UNHCR. They are equally at risk of 
becoming orphaned or separated from their families.  

In addition, as their parents' livelihoods are destroyed and 
basic services are disrupted, the number of children suffering 

from malnutrition and dying from preventable or curable 
diseases increases in conflict situations. During a decade of conflict in the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo, researchers estimated that an additional 5.4 million people died due to the conflict, almost half 
of them children.  

28 million children were out of primary school in conflict-

affected countries in 2011 (UNESCO estimates). As a result, 
only 79 percent of children in conflict-affected poor countries are 

literate, compared to 93 percent in other poor countries. And there 
is a growing trend of attacks against schools.  

While children benefit from most of the humanitarian assistance 
delivered, sectors specifically targeting children, such as child 

protection and education are 
strongly underfunded on the 

global level.  Over the last 

decade education was the 
least funded humanitarian 

sector, with almost two thirds 
of needs unfunded and an allocation of only 3% of overall 

humanitarian assistance.  

This is largely due to more immediate life-saving emergency relief 

often taking priority in a crisis. The EU’s humanitarian projects for 
children to be funded with the Nobel Peace Prize money are meant 

to create awareness and advocate for the needs of children in 

conflict globally. 

 

 

 

The EU's humanitarian aid is committed to address the specific 

needs of children affected by conflict. Its humanitarian aid 
department, ECHO, dedicates more than half of its funding to 

conflict-affected areas and 12% of its budget to child-focused 
relief organisations, much more than the global average.  

In 2011, it gave over € 100 million to projects implemented by 

UNICEF and Save the Children alone.  

The EU supports children affected by conflict, namely through 

child protection activities, psycho-social support, mine risk 
education, and actions against the recruitment of child soldiers.  

Humanitarian situation and needs 

The European Union's Humanitarian Response 
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This commitment is in line with the European Consensus on Humanitarian Aid, which states that "in 
responding to humanitarian needs, particular vulnerabilities must be taken into account. In this 

context, the EU will pay special attention to women, children, the elderly, sick and disabled people".  

The EU Commission Staff Working Document on Children in Emergency and Crisis Situations (2008) 

addresses, in particular, the issue of children associated with armed forces and groups. The EU also 
adopted EU Guidelines on Children Affected by Armed Conflicts, which provide a common basis for 

action by EU Member States and the European Commission.  

The challenge lies in ensuring integrated support in this area so that children in conflict or 

emergency situations do not suffer from not having access to education due to a lack of continuity 
between short-term emergency and longer-term development assistance.  

For this, humanitarian and development actors need to increase coordination and coherence 

on funding child development in emergencies. At EU level, there are various examples of good 
practices that can really make a difference for children on the ground, who live in conflict or disaster-

affected regions.   

• An example of excellent cooperation between development and humanitarian actors is the case of 

Mali: A mixed humanitarian/development EU funding envelope of €23 million will be launched 
in June. It includes €5 million support to the education sector (school feeding and school packages).  

• Another very good example of cooperation between several EU instruments is the SERD (Support 
to Education for Refugees in Dadaab) programme launched in 2013 in Kenya. This 36-month 

development-funded programme (€3.5 million) provides increased access to quality formal, non-

formal education and vocational training opportunities for Somali children who reside in the world's 
largest refugee camp. 

 

 

EU Children of Peace and ACTED at the Syrian-Iraqi border 

Unrest and insecurity in Syria have led to a 

constant flow of Syrian refugees into 
neighboring countries since March 2011. As of 

May 2013 around 40,000 Syrian refugees are 
located in Domiz camp, near the border with 

Syria in Northern Iraq. Most Syrian families 
have faced traumatic situations and are 

struggling to find a sense of normality in their 
life in Domiz camp.  

The harsh living conditions in Domiz camp 

make it difficult for the children and youth to 
readapt to their lives: the lack of recreational 

activities, as well as the numerous hazards 
that children are facing in their day to day life 

are examples of the obstacles faced by Syrian 
children to their normal development and 

psychological wellbeing.   

As part of EU Children of Peace the French 

NGO ACTED with support from ECHO will support 7,000 children, i.a. with the recently opened Child 

Friendly Space and a Youth Friendly space in Domiz camp offering the only two places where kids 
between the ages 5 to 15 can be engaged in supervised recreational and therapeutically activities.  

ACTED will shortly open a Child Protection Unit which employs socialized staff to manage cases of 
violence or child labor by coordinating with the other protection actors in the camp. The intervention 

will also monitor the children’s general protection needs, will foster peace building, and increase 
knowledge in child protection and education in emergencies, promoting child protection measures and 

increasing children’s wellbeing in the long run. 

  

In action: EU Children of Peace Projects 
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EU Children of Peace with Save the Children 
and Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) in 

Ethiopia and the DRC 

Under this project, Save the Children will provide 
education to more than 5,000 Somali children living in 

refugee camps in the border town of Dollo Ado in 
Ethiopia.  

NRC on the other hand will focus on 9,000 children 
affected by the ongoing conflict in Petit Nord 

Kivu/DRC. This area was deeply affected by heavy 
fighting between different militia groups causing 

massive displacement between October-November 

2012. The Goma crisis was reported at international 
level, and what happened in Masisi is mirroring the 

crisis affecting the DRC since decades. In May 2013, 
the conflict in Petit Nord Kivu broke out again making support for the children more urgent than ever. 

Overall the proposed projects will ensure that over 14,000 highly vulnerable children displaced by 
conflict have access to safe, protective and nurturing spaces, in which they can attend education 

classes, begin to recover from the trauma of conflict and be supported in building their resilience to 
cope with their lives ahead.  

EU Children of Peace and UNHCR in Colombia and Ecuador 

In Colombia and Ecuador, with UNHCR we are improving 
access to education for 5,000 children affected by the 

violence in Colombia.  

That includes children refugees in Ecuador but also 

indigenous children in Colombia.  

The project provides access to basic education, school 

uniforms and school materials, scholarships to be able to 

attend school in vulnerable areas and foresees renovation, 
construction or equipment of educational facilities as well as 

human rights education to prevent forced recruitment. 

 

 

EU Children of Peace and UNICEF in Pakistan 

Pakistan’s north-western regions of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP) and the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) 

have been facing a complex emergency since 2008. Over 
a million people are displaced in camps and host 

communities. However, a fresh influx of people due to 
heightened insecurity since the beginning of 2013 has 

placed added pressure on resources and services.  

Currently, there are 20 UNICEF-established primary 
schools in Jalozai camp, which in addition to education, 

offer important health and hygiene lessons as well as 
recreation and psychosocial support to the children and 

their communities. The recent contribution by the 
European Commission’s Humanitarian Aid department 

(DG ECHO) of € 300,000 from the Nobel Peace Prize 
funds will help UNICEF to increase the number of schools in Jalozai camp to 30.  

This will benefit an additional 3,000 children, including 1,500 girls and will ensure support for children, 

especially girls, whose access to education has not been possible before. This is an opportunity to bring 
children to school that have never had the chance to receive an education, an opportunity that cannot 

be missed. The EU Children of Peace package includes school-in-a-box supplies, training for teachers, 
education for peace training and psychosocial counseling that will help children cope with traumatic 

experiences. 


