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This new approach recognises that there is no 
single path towards prosperity and sustainable 
development. But that our cooperation must be 
based on a genuine dialogue and partnership of 
equals, where the countries with which we work 
define their priorities. This is the foundation on 
which our successful cooperation with ASEAN is 
based.

But, of course, successful partnerships require 
more than just words. For the years 2014-2020, the 
EU has increased its support for ASEAN regional 
integration to over EUR 170 million, in addition 
to more than EUR 2 billion provided to ASEAN 
Member States at the national level. Through this 
support, we are working together to reduce the 
development gap within ASEAN, to make sure that 
the benefits of globalisation are felt by all.

The EU-ASEAN Blue Book provides ample evidence 
of the breadth and the depth of what we can 
achieve when we work together. This remains our 
best chance of creating a better world for all, and 
ensuring that we truly leave no one behind. As we 
look towards the next 40 years, let us continue to 
set our sights high, and to work together to ensure 
peace, prosperity and stability for all of our citizens.

Neven Mimica
EU Commissioner for International Cooperation 
and Development

The year 2017 is a milestone 
in many ways. It marks 
60 years of European 
integration, 50 years 
since the establishment of 
ASEAN, and 40 years of 
the ASEAN-EU partnership. 
Since the start of our 
dialogue relations, both 

sides of this partnership have changed profoundly 
due to enlargements, economic growth and 
integration policies. Today, we represent the two 
most advanced examples of regional integration 
in the world, bringing together more than 1 billion 
people. And our partnership is stronger than ever 
before.

The EU and ASEAN are deepening our policy 
dialogue and partnership, in order to tackle common 
global challenges – ranging from the implementation 
of the Sustainable Development Goals, to delivering 
on our climate change commitments, and from 
tackling gender inequalities, to expanding our 
cooperation on regional and global security issues. 
This is perhaps the best antidote we can offer to 
the temptation of protectionism and isolation – by 
demonstrating that we can indeed deliver on a new 
model of global, shared prosperity.

The new European Consensus on Development 
reaffirms Europe’s role as a global leader in 
promoting sustainable development. And it 
provides a new common framework for the EU 
institutions and all our Member States to honour 
our commitment to help deliver the 2030 Agenda 
on Sustainable Development.

Foreword 
by the EU Commissioner for International Cooperation and Development
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The EU and ASEAN have 
a lot in common. Our 
shared history dates back 
for centuries and today, 
together, we represent 
the most mature and the 
most promising economies 
in the world. As we work 
together to address global 

challenges through a multilateral approach, we 
are both committed to regional integration as the 
most effective way to build stability and to reach 
prosperity. We are partners for the future.

The EU has a huge interest in the success of ASEAN 
and we are committed to supporting regional 
integration in Southeast Asia through community 
building, connectivity, and ASEAN centrality. We 
already have a strong relationship based on our 
mutual economic and commercial interest. Europe 
is the largest investor in ASEAN economies, 
accounting for a quarter of the total Foreign Direct 
Investment stock. It is not by chance that the EU 
is ASEAN’s second largest trading partner today, 
while ASEAN ranks third amongst the EU’s trading 
partners outside Europe. But we do much more 
than trading with each other.

We have a growing exchange flow of ideas, 
knowledge and technology, creating new 
opportunities and improving the lives of our 
people. More and more students and researchers 
participate in EU-funded mobility programmes, 

benefiting from studying opportunities at another 
ASEAN university. We also work together to 
support the protection of the rich biodiversity, 
peatlands and the environment in Southeast Asia, 
while combatting the negative effects of climate 
change and haze pollution.

All this, and more, is summarized in this 2017 edition 
of the Blue Book on EU-ASEAN development 
cooperation. It provides an overview of the 
main objectives, activities and outcomes of the 
cooperation initiatives that the EU and its Member 
States are engaged in with the ASEAN Secretariat, 
its institutions and other bodies in the region. 
Covering also bilateral cooperation between 
the EU and all ten ASEAN Member States, this 
year’s edition is an all-encompassing overview 
of development cooperation between the two 
regions, as a special edition to mark the occasion of 
the 40th Anniversary of our partnership.

We have good reason to celebrate this year and I 
wish you all a happy anniversary!

Francisco Fontan
EU Ambassador to ASEAN

Foreword
by the EU Ambassador to ASEAN
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The European Union (EU) is a unique economic 
and political partnership between 28 democratic 
European countries. Sixty years ago the Treaty 
of Rome laid the foundation for the Europe that 
we know today, ushering in the longest period 
of peace in written European history. Since then, 
the EU has delivered over half a century of peace, 
stability and prosperity, and is progressively 
building a single market in which people, goods, 
services and capital move freely.

Today, the EU is a global force with more than 
500 million inhabitants, and responsible for one 
quarter of the world’s gross domestic product. It 
is the biggest economy and the largest exporter 
and importer of goods and services in the world, 
accounting for one fifth of worldwide trade. 
Assuming a significant role in global governance, 
the EU contributes to finding solutions to the 21st 
century’s global challenges.

The EU 
Worldwide 

To speak and act as one in world affairs, the EU 
has developed a Common Foreign and Security 
Policy and has established the European External 
Action Service (EEAS), the EU’s diplomatic 
corps. This service supports the EU’s foreign 
affairs chief – the High Representative for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy – to carry out the EU’s 
political, diplomatic and policy work. In fact, 140 
EU delegations worldwide are working in close 
cooperation with EU Member States locally to 
promote the values and interests of the EU.

Key to addressing global challenges is providing 
women with equal rights and equal opportunities 
so that they can fully contribute to a peaceful, 
prosperous and sustainable world. To this end, 
the EU adopted the Gender Action Plan II (2016-
2020) in 2015. The Plan strengthens the EU’s 
commitment to gender equality in all its external 
actions.

4
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The European Union (EU) and the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) are the 
two most advanced regional integration projects 
in the world. Both are committed to addressing 
issues through a multilateral approach, and both 
see regional integration as the most effective way 
to foster stability, build prosperity and address 
global challenges. The EU and ASEAN are 
therefore natural partners, which share the same 
goals for their citizens. 

Like the EU, ASEAN is a global force. Collectively, 
the ten ASEAN Member States, with a combined 
population of more than 625 million people, 
constitute the seventh largest economy in the 
world and the fourth largest economy in Asia. 
The EU therefore has a significant interest in 
ASEAN’s success, and ASEAN in turn has much 
to gain from interacting with the EU as the 
most successful integration project in the world, 
the largest market, the main source of direct 
investments, the main donor, and an increasingly 
credible security actor.

The EU and ASEAN 
Four Decades of Friendship

Since the first contacts in 1972, which were 
formalised at the 10th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting 
in 1977, the EU has sought to increase dialogue 
and cooperation with ASEAN, and to pursue 
closer coordination on regional and international 
issues. In 1980, the ASEAN-EEC Cooperation 
Agreement established the Joint Cooperation 
Committee, and in 2007, the Nuremberg 
Declaration on Enhanced Partnership specified 
common long-term objectives, commitments 
and goals. Following this, in 2012, the Bandar Seri 
Begawan Plan of Action 2013-2017 was adopted. 
The same year marked a landmark in the EU’s 
political and security commitment to ASEAN by 
the EU’s accession to the Treaty of Amity and 
Cooperation in Southeast Asia.

In May 2015, the High Representative of the 
European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy and the European Commission adopted 
a Joint Communication ‘The EU and ASEAN: 
a partnership with a strategic purpose’, a 
comprehensive and ambitious document which 

The EU supports a strong, united and self-confident 
ASEAN, proceeding with its own integration, and has 

consistently supported the ASEAN Secretariat and other 
ASEAN institutions.
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outlines a closer and deeper relationship. The 
Joint Communication puts forward concrete 
ideas for taking EU-ASEAN relations to the next 
level by providing a more coherent framework for 
cooperation and by ensuring a sharper political 
focus. This strategy was later endorsed by all EU 
Member States in the Conclusions of the Foreign 
Affairs Council in June 2015.

On 8 August 2015 (ASEAN Day), the EU 
established a diplomatic Mission to ASEAN and 
appointed a dedicated Ambassador. In addition, 
there are currently 25 Ambassadors from EU 
Member States who are accredited to ASEAN. This 
states clearly the EU’s commitment to continue 
supporting the establishment of the ASEAN 
Community while strengthening EU-ASEAN 
cooperation on issues of common concern, global 
challenges and the most advanced regional 
integration projects in the world.

In 2016, Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the EU 
and ASEAN adopted the ‘Bangkok Declaration 
on Promoting an ASEAN-EU Global Partnership 
for Shared Strategic Goals’, agreeing to work 
towards a strategic partnership by strengthening 
cooperation both in traditional areas of dialogue 
and cooperation including trade, connectivity, 
development cooperation, energy, research and 
on political and security issues. Following the 
successful implementation of the Bandar Seri 
Begawan Plan of Action, a new Plan of Action 
is due to be adopted by the Ministers of Foreign 
Affairs in 2017 – the year that marks the 40th 
Anniversary of EU-ASEAN Dialogue Relations.

The ASEAN Community is comprised of three 
pillars: the ASEAN Political-Security Community 
(APSC), the ASEAN Economic Community 

(AEC), and the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community 
(ASCC). EU development cooperation efforts 
reflect this structure, and have four main 
dimensions:

1. A regional portfolio supports integration 
policy development, capacity building 
for policy makers, and programme 
implementation. 

2. Bilateral portfolios assist in narrowing 
development gaps and addressing national 
issues such as poverty reduction. 

3. Additional thematic programmes focus on 
global public goods and shared challenges 
such as climate change and human rights. 

4. EU Member States also provide specific 
support at regional and/or national level.

The establishment of the ASEAN Community in 
2015 marks a major step towards closer ASEAN 
integration focused around its citizens. Aside 
from increasing the movement of goods, services, 
skilled labour and investment capital in the region, 
it puts ASEAN firmly on the path to benefits 
which the EU is enjoying as a result of its own 
integration.

The EU supports a strong, united and self-confident 
ASEAN, proceeding with its own integration, 
and has consistently supported the ASEAN 
Secretariat and other ASEAN institutions. From 
its own experience, the EU knows how important 
strong institutions are to the integration process. 
The EU is committed to closer links with ASEAN 
and – beyond regular dialogues at technical and 
political levels – has earmarked €200 million of 
development assistance to support its activities.

6
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Eradicating poverty and achieving sustainable 
development are two of the world’s greatest 
challenges, and the EU, working in collaboration 
with its Member States and partner countries, 
is determined to address both. Since 2000, the 
world has made great progress. Extreme poverty 
and child mortality have been halved, two billion 
people have gained access to clean water, and 
more children – both boys and girls – are now in 
school.

But great challenges remain, particularly in 
addressing climate change and achieving 
sustainable development. If economic 
development depletes natural resources and 
damages ecosystems, our achievements will be 
undermined and future progress threatened. As 
the world’s largest donor, providing €75.5 billion 
of Official Development Assistance in 2016, 
the EU and its Member States are working to 
address these issues. Every day, in the Brussels 
headquarters and in more than 100 EU Delegations 
around the world, the European Commission’s 
Directorate-General for International Cooperation 

EU Development Cooperation
Investing in the Future through Sustainable Development

and Development (DG DEVCO) strives to build 
solid and lasting partnerships for progress.

In order to address global challenges, the EU 
welcomes the 2030 UN Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, which was adopted by the 
international community in September 2015 
and represents an ambitious response to global 
trends and challenges. The 2030 agenda, which 
represents the 17 sustainable development 
goals (SDGs) along with other international 
summits, the Addis Ababa plan of action for 
financing development, Paris COP22 and finally 
the Marrakech Climate Conference represent 
an ambitious new frame for all countries to 
work together on these shared challenges. 
The EU and its Member States have played an 
important role in shaping this new agenda, and 
are fully committed to it. To achieve sustainable 
development in Europe and around the world the 
EU has set out a strategic approach – the New 
European Consensus on Development 2016. This 
Consensus addresses in an integrated manner the 
main orientations of the 2030 Agenda: 

The New European Consensus on Development 
addresses the People, Planet, Prosperity, Peace, and 

Partnership in an integrated manner.
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• People – Fostering human development in 
a healthy environment by tackling poverty, 
hunger, discrimination and inequalities.

• Planet – Managing natural resources and 
tackling climate change by promoting 
resource efficiency and sustainable 
consumption and production the planet from 
degradation.

• Prosperity – Achieving socially inclusive 
and sustainable growth and technological 
progress to enable all human beings to enjoy 
prosperous lives.

• Peace – Promoting the universal values of 
peace, justice, non-discrimination and human 
rights to build societies that are free from fear 
and violence.

• Partnership – Improving effectiveness and 
impact of development cooperation with 
participation of all stakeholders through 
greater coordination and coherence to 
address the pressing needs of the most 
vulnerable.

To deliver stronger partnerships with greater 
impact,  the EU will focus on an increased use 
of joint programming, enhanced coordination 
work by the EU and its Member States on budget 
support and the blending of public grants and 
loans to leverage engagement from the private 
sector.

Recognising women’s equality and empowerment 
as both the objective, and as part of the solution, 
gender equality cuts across the whole 2030 
Agenda as well as the EU Consensus. In line with 
SDG 5, the EU is clear that women have a right 
to equality in all areas. This must be cemented in 
legal systems, upheld in laws and legal practices, 
and supported by proactive measures. Since all 
areas of life relate to gender equality, efforts must 
be made to cut the roots of gender discrimination 
wherever they appear.

Acknowledging that all countries have common 
challenges and opportunities for a shared future, 
the EU embraces the concept of sustainable 
development as a model that meets the needs of 
the present, without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own needs. 

8
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The EU applauds the establishment of the 
ASEAN Community at the end of 2015 and 
sees it as an important opportunity to increase 
the intensity and momentum of EU-ASEAN 
cooperation in support of an agenda which 
contributes to poverty reduction, sustainable 
economic growth and trade, as well as to 
preserving the environment, fighting against 
climate change and promote peace and stability 
in Southeast Asia. This commitment to deepening 
the strategic relationship between the EU and 
ASEAN is reflected in significantly increased EU 
development cooperation with the region. For 
2014-2020, more than €170 million has been 
earmarked to fund the ongoing and post-2015 
ASEAN regional integration agenda – more than 
doubling the amount for 2007-2013.
 
In addition to support to ASEAN regional 
integration, the EU also supports bilateral 
development cooperation with individual ASEAN 
countries. This includes more than €3 billion 
pledged in grant assistance to low-income 
ASEAN countries including Cambodia, Lao PDR, 
Myanmar, Vietnam and the Philippines for 2014-

EU-ASEAN Development Cooperation
Natural Partners in Community Building

2020. Generally, EU development cooperation 
aims to contribute to achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals in the ASEAN region and 
further helps closing the development gap 
among ASEAN Member States.

ASEAN has expressed its appreciation of 
this cooperation during several ministerial 
meetings, as well as during the visit of the High 
Representative of the European Union for 
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and Vice-
President of the European Commission, Federica 
Mogherini, to Jakarta in April 2016. From the EU’s 
perspective, the enhanced portfolio with ASEAN 
plays a particularly important role as part of the 
development of a strategic partnership between 
the two globally-important regional blocks.

Three years into the EU’s new Multiannual 
Financial Framework 2014-2020, three new 
Development Cooperation Instrument (DCI) 
programmes (worth €80 million) have already 
been funded under the regional allocation for 
ASEAN, and two main programmes (worth €25 
million) have been funded under the EU thematic 

Forty years on, the scale and determination of EU-ASEAN 
joint initiatives reflect a mutual desire for a partnership which 

makes aspirations for a better life a reality for all.

10
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instruments. In all, over €105 million has already 
been committed as of end 2016, as compared to a 
total of approximately €70 million for 2007-2013.

These programmes cover three focal sectors, 
including an important sector identified by the 
joint Bandar Seri Begawan Plan of Action 2013-
2017, which added ‘Climate Change, Environment 
and Disaster Management’ as a vital new area of 
cooperation. These areas have been discussed 
and endorsed at the annual ASEAN-EU Joint 
Cooperation Committee meetings and all 
initiatives are designed to be flexible so that they 
can to respond to evolving integration needs as 
defined by ASEAN.

The €170 million exclusively earmarked for ASEAN 
for 2014-2020 covers support to the three agreed 
focal areas:

Connectivity through Sustainable and Inclusive 
Economic Integration and Trade (€85 million)

Building on successful past cooperation, the 
activities in this area improve institutional 
connectivity and contribute to the development 
and completion of the ASEAN Economic 
Community (AEC). The agenda foresees 
enhanced dialogue and interactions on issues 
such as trade-related regulatory and policy 
frameworks, intellectual property, standards, 
customs and transport, as well as civil aviation 
under the new ARISE Plus programme. The 
concept of connectivity is central to EU-ASEAN 
cooperation, with the overall objective of bringing 
businesses, people and institutions closer together 
to boost trade, investment, and to promote smart, 
sustainable and inclusive growth. 
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Inclusiveness is fostered through special 
attention given to the less developed and newer 
Member States: Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar 
and Vietnam (CLMV). Support for the trade 
and integration agendas will be both at the 
regional and the national level. This will include 
capacity-building measures, including for trade 
negotiations and for the ASEAN Secretariat, as 
well as for the ASEAN Member States to help 
them implement their integration commitments.

Climate Change, Environment and Disaster 
Management (€60 million)

Activities in climate change, environment and 
disaster management contribute to the objectives 
set out in the blueprints of the ASEAN Socio-
Cultural and Political and Security Communities. 
Cooperation is based on the ASEAN Climate 
Change Initiative (ACCI) and the related ASEAN 
Action Plan on Joint Response to Climate Change. 
Mitigation efforts aim to foster efficient, clean 
and renewable energy as well as the enhanced 
sustainable management of peatlands and the 
reduction of problems caused by trans-boundary 

haze. Again, special attention is given to the 
less developed Member States to help reduce 
disparities in the region. 

Other climate change adaptation and disaster 
risk reduction activities are designed to to help 
implementation of the ASEAN Agreement on 
Disaster Management and Emergency Response 
(AADMER). The ASEAN Coordinating Centre for 
Humanitarian Assistance on Disaster Management 
(AHA Centre) also receives institutional support 
towards achieving operational excellence in 
disaster monitoring and emergency response, 
in supporting ‘One ASEAN, one response’ 
declarations of the ASEAN Leaders at the 2016 
ASEAN Summit.

In addition, the capacity of the ASEAN Centre 
for Biodiversity (ACB) is being further enhanced 
with a new thematic programme, and priority 
has been placed on developing environmentally 
sustainable, low carbon and climate resilient cities, 
along with environmental education. Discussions 
are also ongoing on reducing marine debris 
including plastic waste in ASEAN.

12
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Comprehensive Dialogue Facility (€25 million)

The Enhanced Dialogue Facility (E-READI) builds 
on and extends the successful Regional EU 
ASEAN Dialogue Initiative (READI). This offers 
technical assistance and dialogue with the EU 
in multiple sectors. In the ASEAN Security and 
Political pillar, it covers human rights, maritime 
cooperation, peace and reconciliation, election 
observation, and migration. In the Economic 
pillar, it addresses science and technology, ICT, 
energy, trade, agriculture and natural resources, 
including forestry and possibly fisheries; and in 
the Socio-Cultural pillar, it covers climate change, 
environment, disaster management, education 
and youth, health and communicable diseases, 
food safety, culture and media.

In addition, E-READI supports EU-ASEAN 
dialogue in trade and economic affairs. Aimed 
at increasing ASEAN regional integration and 
reducing poverty, it is designed to be flexible 
and cover subjects crossing all the pillars of 
the ASEAN Community. Importantly it reflects 
ASEAN priorities which allow the identification 

and development of policies that improve the 
situation of the poorest, such as disaster risk 
reduction, education, productive employment 
and decent work, along with social protection, 
migration, border management, natural resources 
management and environmental protection. 
Complementarity and coordination will be 
ensured with the actions financed by instruments 
outside the scope of Development Cooperation 
Instrument (DCI) programmes.

The EU is also supporting through thematic 
funding, family farming across ASEAN Members 
States in promoting Farmers’ Organisations.

The outcomes of EU-ASEAN cooperation 
across many of these areas are well-known and 
appreciated by the ASEAN Secretariat and the 
ASEAN Member States, which all demonstrate 
significant interest to continue region to region 
cooperation. Forty years on, the scale and 
determination of these initiatives reflect a mutual 
desire for a partnership which makes aspirations 
for a better life a reality for all.
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The EU is a founding and active member of the 
ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF), which aims to 
foster constructive dialogue and consultation on 
political and security matters through confidence 
building and preventive diplomacy in the Asia-
Pacific region. The EU and ASEAN have also been 
working in many non-traditional security areas, 
such as maritime security, conflict prevention, 
mediation and reconciliation, crisis management, 
transnational crime, counter-terrorism, cyber 
security, non-proliferation, as well as human 
rights. The overarching aim, which the EU shares 
with ASEAN, is to ensure peace, prosperity and 
stability in the region and beyond.

Political and Security Cooperation 
Global Partnership for Shared Strategic Goals

Many important steps have been taken to enhance 
EU-ASEAN political and security cooperation, for 
example:

• A High Level Dialogue on Maritime Security 
Cooperation takes place regularly since 2013, 
exploring maritime security, inter-agency 
coordination, investigation of incidents, and 
port security.

• Through the EU-ASEAN Migration and 
Border Management Programme II, 
implemented by INTERPOL, the EU supports 
capacity building of ASEAN Member States 
in addressing the challenges of trans-national 
crime, and conducts a feasibility study of 
visa-liberalisation in ASEAN.

• The Regional Secretariat of the EU Chemical, 
Biological, Radiological and Nuclear (CBRN) 
Centres of Excellence in Manila fosters 
sharing of experience and technical support 
in CBRN risk mitigation, with approximately 
€20 million EU funds already allocated to 
Southeast Asia.

• Since 2014, the EU has hosted three 
Orientation Courses on the EU Common 
Security and Defence Policy, with the 
participation of high-ranking officials from 
the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Defence 
from ASEAN Member States.

While participating in many 
ongoing security and defence 
cooperation activities, the EU is 
also looking for ways to 
increase its engagement with 
all ASEAN-led mechanisms and 
processes in this area.
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• The first ASEAN-EU Policy Dialogue on 
Human Rights was held in 2015, addressing 
issues such as women’s rights, child protection 
and the safety of migrant workers.

• The EU was instrumental and assumed 
leadership with ASEAN Member States’ 
support in moving forward the ARF agenda 
from Confidence Building Measures to 
Preventive Diplomacy and Mediation.

• In April 2016, the High Representative of 
the European Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy/Vice President of the 
European Commission, Federica Mogherini 
paid an official visit to the ASEAN Secretariat 
in Jakarta. She met with the Secretary-
General and the Committee of the Permanent 
Representatives to ASEAN.

While participating in many ongoing security 
and defence cooperation activities, the EU is also 
looking for ways to increase its engagement with 
all ASEAN-led mechanisms and processes in this 
area. These and many other developments are 
invaluable stepping stones towards upgrading 
the already well-established partnership between 
the EU and ASEAN.
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       Securing ASEAN summit in Laos 
EU-ASEAN Migration and Border Management 
Programme II

INTERPOL’s Major Events Support Team (IMEST) was 
deployed to assist law enforcement authorities in Lao 
PDR as part of the security infrastructure surrounding 
the 28th and 29th ASEAN Summits in Vientiane. The 
team helped Lao authorities in preparing, coordinating 
and implementing security arrangements during the 
Summit. For example, immigration officers carried out 
passenger screening and document examination at 
airports, using INTERPOL’s global policing capabilities, 
including global databases and mobile technology. 
IMEST is the EU’s pilot action operating under the 
umbrella of the three-year EU-ASEAN Migration and 
Border Management Programme II.

“The Lao authorities are grateful for INTERPOL’s 
role in helping make the ASEAN Summit safe by 
deploying an IMEST to Laos for the first time. For 
police to be effective in securing such major events, 
it is vital that they have the all the information they 
need, when and where they need it, and this is 
especially true at border control points.” 

- Kenechanh Phommachack, Head of the 
INTERPOL National Central Bureau in Vientiane

       Protecting the rights of migrant 
workers
READI Human Rights Facility 

Representatives of the ASEAN Committee on 
the Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant 
Workers (ACMW) and the ASEAN Secretariat 
visited Brussels in May 2017 to learn from the 
European experience on the free movement of 
persons in the EU, access to employment and 
relevant rights and obligations. During the visit, the 
ACMW representatives exchanged views with the 
EU officials in charge of international cooperation 
and development, employment, migration and 
home affairs. The visit was facilitated by the EU’s 
Regional EU-ASEAN Dialogue Instrument (READI) 
Human Rights Facility, supporting policy dialogue 
in the areas of human rights, rights of women and 
children, and migrant workers.

“This study visit provided us an appreciation of 
the EU being a Dialogue Partner of ASEAN for 
many years, benefitting ASEAN Member States 
not just in trade negotiations but also in other 
areas of concern including political, security and 
socio-cultural aspects.” 

- Attorney Brigido J. Dulay, Deputy Administrator 
of Overseas Workers Welfare Administration of 

Department of Labor and Employment of the 
Philippines
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          Human rights-based approach to 
trafficking in persons 
READI Human Rights Facility 

After more than a year of research and hard work, 
the ‘Regional Review on Laws Policies and Practices 
within ASEAN Relating to the Identification, 
Management and Treatment of Victims of 
Trafficking, especially Women and Children’, was 
launched by the ASEAN Commission on the 
Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Women 
and Children (ACWC) in September 2016 in Jakarta. 
Consultations for the Implementation of the ASEAN 
Convention against Trafficking in Persons, especially 
Women and Children (ACTIP) between the ASEAN 
Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights 
(AICHR) and ASEAN Senior Officials’ Meeting on 
Transnational Crime (SOMTC) were held the next 
day. Both events were supported by the EU’s READI 
Human Rights Facility.

       Strengthening parliamentary 
connections 
Capacity Development for the ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Assembly

The Capacity Development for the ASEAN 
Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) project, 
commissioned by the German Federal Foreign 
Office, aims to strengthen the parliamentary 
functions of ASEAN Member States. Through 
this project, funded with €2.1 million from 2012 
to 2018, AIPA is enhancing outreach towards 
stakeholders throughout the ASEAN region with 
the development of a new corporate design and a 
unified communication masterplan. In conjunction 
with the ASEAN Secretariat Post 2015 project, also 
funded by the German Federal Foreign Office, the 
dialogue between the Secretariats of AIPA and 
ASEAN has been strengthened.

“To commemorate the 40th anniversary of AIPA 
and to move AIPA forward to a more proactive and 
dynamic future, we have started the process of 
rebranding and rejuvenating the look and feel of 
AIPA. With the welcome support of Germany, we 
believe that we will be able to achieve our goals.” 

- Isra Sunthornvut, Secretary-General of the 
ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly
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       Learning the law of the sea
The Clingendael Institute of International Relations  

Hugo Grotius, one of the founding fathers of 
international law, posed some of the key questions 
of international maritime law in 17th century. Where 
do national waters end and international waters 
begin? What constitutes an island and to whom 
does it belong? What happens to the natural 
resources underneath contested waters? As these 
questions are still relevant today, and are becoming 
even more so in an increasingly globalised world, 
experts from the University of Utrecht, and the 
Clingendael Institute of International Relations 
provided a training course for ASEAN Member 
State’s diplomats and the ASEAN Secretariat 
officers in June 2016 in the Hague, the Netherlands. 
This course was sponsored by the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the Netherlands.

“The course provided a good opportunity for 
participants to expand and deepen their knowledge 
about the Law of the Sea, its fundamentals and 
applications in international relations.” 

- Pham Minh Thu, Assistant Director/Head, 
External Relations Division 1, ASEAN Secretariat

       Women mediating conflict 
resolution 
The Clingendael Institute of International Relations 

The success or failure of any negotiations is largely 
determined by two factors: the negotiation skills 
of the conflicting groups’ representatives, and the 
facilitation skills and expertise of the mediators. To 
provide for the latter group, the Clingendael Institute 
of International Relations designed a new training 
course exclusively for women mediators from 
ASEAN, and delivered it for the first time in August 
and September 2016 in the Hague, the Netherlands. 
Throughout the training, participants prepared and 
developed their own ideas for development of an 
ASEAN mediation support capacity. Mediation 
experts from the European Mediation Support Unit 
(MSU) joined these discussions virtually, and shared 
their experiences of institutionalising the MSU under 
the European External Action Service.

“The training has provided a foundation and better 
understanding of the techniques and theories 
pertaining to negotiation and mediation for us, 
foreign service officials who deal with such matters 
in our formal line of work.” 

- Lily Savitry, Directorate of ASEAN Political-
Security Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

the Republic of Indonesia
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       Developing disability inclusiveness 

With support from the Netherlands, the ASEAN 
Secretariat organised its fourth human rights training 
course in Jakarta, Indonesia in December 2016. The 
title of event was ‘Human Rights Mechanisms/Systems 
and Disability Awareness’ and it aimed to provide 
information on ASEAN and its work on human rights, 
the roles and functions of international, regional and 
national human rights mechanisms and systems, 
the rights of persons with disabilities, and key steps 
needed to develop a disability-inclusive ASEAN. The 
course was conducted by experts and organisations 
for the disabled from ASEAN Member States, and 
international organisations. Participants included staff 
from the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on 
Human Rights (AICHR), the ASEAN Commission on 
the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Women 
and Children (ACWC), and the ASEAN Secretariat. 

“The course provided the participants with essential 
knowledge and information on ASEAN and its work on 
human rights, the roles and functions of international, 
regional and national human rights mechanisms and 
systems, the rights of persons with disabilities, and key 
steps toward an inclusive ASEAN.” 

- Emily Wana, Senior Officer, Human Rights Division, 
ASEAN Secretariat
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Economic Cooperation 
Together for Trade Liberalisation

The EU supports the harmonisation 
of standards and transport and 
customs procedures in ASEAN 
which are also prioritised in the 
Master Plan for ASEAN Connectivity.

The EU is determined to take trade and economic 
relations with ASEAN to a new level, confident in 
the knowledge that investing in the relationship 
will bring significant benefits to both regions 
economically, socially and politically. Enhanced 
dialogue and interactions on trade-related 
regulatory and policy frameworks, intellectual 
property, standards, customs and transport, civil 
aviation, and more, all bring added value to both 
the EU and ASEAN.

Over the past decade, as the relationship has 
matured, trade and investment ties between the 
EU and ASEAN have significantly intensified with 
EU imports from ASEAN growing by more than 
40 % and EU exports to ASEAN rising by more 
than 80 %. The EU is ASEAN’s second largest 
external trading partner (after China), with a 
share of almost 10 % of its total trade, and ASEAN 
is the EU’s third largest trading partner outside 

Europe (after China and the United States). Since 
2004, bilateral trade between the EU and ASEAN 
has doubled.

Furthermore, the EU is the biggest investor in 
ASEAN economies, with total Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) stocks of €234 billion accounting 
for nearly a quarter of the total FDI stock. Since 
2004, EU companies have been investing an 
average of €15 billion annually in the region. In 
fact, the EU and its Member States invest two 
times more than the United States, and four times 
as China in the same period.

Despite these impressive figures, there is still 
scope for EU-ASEAN economic cooperation and 
trade relations to grow. With the establishment 
of the ASEAN Economic Community in the 
end of 2015, the region is now moving towards 
the establishment of a single market and offers 
significant investment and export opportunities 
for European businesses. If ASEAN were a single 
economy, it would already be the seventh largest 
in the world, and with an impressive annual 
average GDP growth rate of 5.5 %, and a market 
that represents a population of more than 625 
million people, ASEAN is set to become the 
fourth largest economy in the world. Therefore, 
in 2014-2020, the EU devotes roughly half of its 
financial assistance to ASEAN to supporting its 
connectivity agenda through sustainable and 
inclusive economic integration and trade. It will 
also mobilise resources from the Asia Investment 
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Facility (AIF), by blending EU grants with loans 
from the European Investment Bank and other 
international financial institutions.

In order to cement the economic ties that will 
benefit the 1.1 billion citizens living in the EU 
and ASEAN, economic cooperation is further 
enhanced through EU-ASEAN Dialogue at 
Ministerial level, which includes discussions 
on trade- and investment-related issues, joint 
seminars on topics such as regional economic 
integration, liberalisation of services and technical 
barriers to trade, and the EU-ASEAN Business 
Summit, which takes place on a regular basis 
and brings together business leaders and policy 
makers.

The EU also engages actively on the bilateral 
trade and investment level with ASEAN countries 
and has concluded comprehensive Free Trade 
Agreements (FTA) with Singapore in 2013, 
and Vietnam in 2015. In 2014, the EU launched 
negotiations for an investment protection 
agreement with Myanmar and in 2016 began 
negotiations for an FTA with the Philippines 
and a Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
Agreement with Indonesia. Negotiations were 
also launched with Malaysia in 2010, and Thailand 
in 2013, but are currently on hold. At the latest 
ASEAN Economic Ministers Meeting with the 
EU Trade Commissioner in March 2017, Ministers 
agreed to work on a framework for the possible 
resumption of the ASEAN-EU region-to-region 
FTA negotiations.

Ongoing cooperation programmes cover a 
multitude of activities. In 2016 the ASEAN 
Regional Integration Support from the EU (ARISE) 
programme, funded with €15 million for 2012-

2017, delivered tangible results. These include the 
formal launch at the ASEAN Summit of the online 
complaints reporting mechanism (ASSIST), the 
ASEAN Member States’ adoption of the ASEAN 
Trade Facilitation Framework, the launch of the 
ASEAN Risk Assessment Centre for Food Safety 
(ARAC), and the endorsement of the Monitoring 
and Evaluation Framework for the ASEAN 
Economic Community Blue Print 2025, among 
others. These are all key initiatives supporting the 
harmonisation of standards and transport and 
customs procedures that are prioritised in the 
Master Plan for ASEAN Connectivity.

Good progress was also recorded on work towards 
the ASEAN Customs and Transit System (ACTS) 
pilot (North-South corridor: Thailand-Malaysia-
Singapore), one of ARISE’s flagship initiatives 
which is expected to be officially launched in 
2017, and ARISE technical assistance continued 
to support the ASEAN Economic Community 
sectors’ specific frameworks, guidelines and 
policies on transport, transit, standards, food 
safety, for example. Most of the regulatory work 
produced by ARISE follows European principles 
and guidelines for standards and conformity. 
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A key new operational achievement is that the 
temporary EU-funded positions in the ASEAN 
Secretariat facilitating the ASEAN Community 
integration, in particular in the economic areas, 
will be absorbed by the ASEAN payroll at the 
end of the ARISE grant period in November 2017. 
This means greater sustainability and improved 
prospects for future support.

An important development was the approval 
mid-2016 - following intensive consultations 
during its formulation process conducted in close 
coordination with ASEAN and EU stakeholders - of 
the new four-year ARISE Plus programme. Worth 
€40 million –being the largest ever EU-funded 
ASEAN programme-, ARISE Plus is designed to 
support regional economic integration further. 
Fully aligned with the new ASEAN Economic 
Community Blueprint 2025, and planned to start 
activities end 2017, the programme anticipates 
delivering additional support for trade facilitation, 
standards and conformance, customs and 
transport facilitation, intellectual property rights, 
civil aviation, statistics, monitoring, and capacity 
building. 

ARISE Plus covers regional interventions, with 
complementary and coordinated country-level 
interventions for Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, 
Vietnam, the Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Thailand to be formulated in parallel.

Other important flagship programmes support 
the improvement of monitoring and statistics, 
the development of air transport in the ASEAN 
region, and the protection of intellectual property 
rights. The EU-ASEAN Capacity building project 
for Monitoring Integration Progress and Statistics 
(COMPASS), running from 2014 to 2018, supports 

the development of the ASEAN Community 
Statistical System (ACSS), and is building the 
capacity of the ASEAN Integration Monitoring 
Office to monitor the process and results of 
regional integration. 

The EU-ASEAN Project on the Protection of 
Intellectual Property Rights (ECAP III), which has 
been in operation since 2013 has concluded its 
activities early 2017; it has supported the legal and 
regulatory Intellectual Property (IP) frameworks 
to enable ASEAN Member States to participate 
in global protection systems, develop ASEAN 
regional platforms and strengthen the network of 
ASEAN IP offices. 

Finally, the ASEAN Air Transport Integration 
Project (AATIP), which concluded in late 2016, 
has addressed the development of the ASEAN 
Single Aviation Market, specifically aviation safety, 
security and air traffic management.

Outside the dedicated ASEAN financial envelope, 
further opportunities for ASEAN exist under 
the 2014-2020 EU Asia Regional Programme 
to support the Green Economy. These include 
the Asia Investment Facility (AIF), which blends 
EU grants with loans from European and other 
international financial institutions for large 
infrastructure projects around Southeast Asia; 
under AIF, a dedicated study facility is supporting 
since end 2016 the realisation of project studies 
related to ASEAN Connectivity and sustainable 
urban development in ASEAN countries. 
Moreover SWITCH-Asia, which supports 
sustainable consumption and production, and 
FLEGT (Forest Law Enforcement, Governance 
and Trade) projects support sustainable forestry 
around the region.
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       Something’s in the air 
ASEAN Air Transport Integration Project 

       EU-ASEAN ‘free skies’ agreement 
underway 
DG Mobility and Transport 

2016 saw the start of the EU-ASEAN negotiations 
with a view to concluding a bloc-to-bloc, EU-ASEAN 
Comprehensive Air Transport Agreement (CATA) 
which will link more than a billion citizens and establish 
a solid legal framework for closer cooperation in all 
aspects of aviation. Negotiations were launched in 
Brussels in October and will continue in 2017.

The EU-funded AATIP project was successfully 
concluded at the end of 2016. However, the EU support 
and assistance to the further development of the 
ASEAN single aviation market will continue, with two 
successor projects mobilising a combined funding of 
12.5 million euros in order to provide support in the 
areas of aviation safety, aviation security, air traffic 
management, environmental protection and fight 
against climate change in the field of aviation as well 
as institutional cooperation between the EU and 
ASEAN in particular as regards the implementation of 
the future air transport agreement.

A successful meeting of EU and ASEAN Senior 
Transport Officials, with the participation of Director 
General of the European Commission’s Directorate 
General for Mobility and Transport (DG MOVE), Mr 
Henrik Hololei on the EU side, took place in Manila on 
16-18 November 2016. The event marked the closing 
of the AATIP project and confirmed the commitment 
of both sides so strengthen their relationship and 
cooperation in the field of transport in general and 
aviation in particular.

The ASEAN Air Transport Integration Project (AATIP), 
which was launched in December 2012, came to end 
in November 2016 following four years of cooperation 
with the ASEAN Secretariat and ASEAN Member 
States in the field of civil aviation. The project 
assisted the ASEAN Member States in establishing 
the ASEAN’s Single Aviation Market (ASAM) and 
developing the frameworks, tools and procedures 
needed for ASAM to achieve its full implementation. 
During the ASEAN-EU High-level Single Aviation 
Market Talks held in Manila in November 2016, EU and 
ASEAN partners expressed their satisfaction with the 
project achievements and recognised the tangible 
contribution of AATIP in the development and 
implementation of the ASAM, an important milestone 
which was achieved in January 2016.

“The ASEAN Transport Ministers appreciate the 
outcomes of the activities under the EU ASEAN 
Air Transport Integration Project and look forward 
to the continuous strong support for the key 
technical initiatives of the Kuala Lumpur Transport 
Strategic Plan 2016-2025, such as in aviation safety 
and air traffic management, under the ARISE Plus 
programme.” 

- Joint Ministerial Statement from the 22nd 
ASEAN Transport Ministers’ Meeting, 17 November 

2016, Manila, the Philippines
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       Time to trade
ASEAN Trade Repository 

       Trading resolutions 
ASEAN Solutions for Investments, Services and Trade 

The ASEAN Solutions for Investments, Services and 
Trade (ASSIST), an important trade facilitation tool, 
was officially launched at the 48th ASEAN Economic 
Ministers’ Meeting on 3 August 2016 in Vientiane, 
Lao PDR. ASSIST is now open for business and 
can be used by ASEAN-based enterprises to lodge 
complaints relating to intra-ASEAN cross-border 
trade issues through its website at assist.asean.org. 
Awareness raising and outreach events on ASSIST 
were held by ARISE for government officials and 
private sector operators in the 10 ASEAN Member 
States, including at the 2016 ASEAN Business 
Investment Summit in Vientiane, Lao PDR.

“A key challenge in the ASEAN Economic 
Community is monitoring and evaluation. This 
involves going beyond tracking whether we did 
what we have committed to do, to also assess how 
well we did this and what could be improved. ARISE 
has been our major supporter in this endeavour. 
ARISE’s key strengths have been its responsiveness 
to the beneficiary needs and its focus on ensuring 
that the support provided is sustainable.” 

– Julia Tijaja, Director ASEAN Integration 
Monitoring Directorate, ASEAN Secretariat

The process of populating the ASEAN Trade 
Repository (ATR) with trade-related information from 
ASEAN Member States is continuing.  During the last 
year, the number of weblinks connecting the Member 
States’ National Trade Repositories (NTRs) and other 
national trade portals or online databases with the 
ATR have increased threefold, from 173 to 496, and 
the number of Non-Tariff Measures (NTMs) currently 
listed on the ATR has also increased from 87 to 315. 
However, much remains to be done (the NTMs alone in 
the region are said to exceed 6,000, for example), and 
significant differences remain between the progress 
made by individual Member States towards meeting 
their transparency obligations under the ASEAN 
Trade in Goods Agreement (ATIGA). Nevertheless, 
many NTRs are now up and running and are proving 
increasingly useful.  As they are progressively linked 
to the ATR, the latter becomes of greater use and 
provides a powerful search mechanism for operators 
trading and investing across the ASEAN region. 
ARISE and the upcoming ARISE Plus programmes 
will continue to support the process of ATR/NTRs 
operationalisation, with a focus on the identification, 
classification and upload of NTMs.

“ATR is a very good platform where we have a very 
transparent and simple platform providing trade 
facilitation information to the private sector.” 

– Le Quang Lan, Assistant Director, Trade 
Facilitation Division, ASEAN Secretariat
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       Good movements 
ASEAN Customs Transit System 

       Food for thought 
ASEAN Risk Assessment Centre for Food Safety 

Risk assessment is internationally recognised as an 
important tool in the development of food safety 
measures. The ARISE programme has therefore 
supported the development of the ASEAN Risk 
Assessment Centre for Food Safety (ARAC), which 
was launched in March 2016 in Putrajaya, Malaysia. 
The Centre, which is hosted by the Food Safety and 
Quality Division of Malaysia’s Ministry of Health, will 
provide independent scientific opinion on food safety 
issues of common interest in ASEAN. Immediately 
following the launch, the Centre hosted 1st Scientific 
Committee Meeting of ARAC which reviewed and 
evaluated three risk assessments on food safety as 
requested by Member States. Subsequently the 1st 
Scientific Panel Meeting in October 2016 discussed 
the implementation of risk assessment work on total 
aflatoxins (AFT) and aflatoxin B1 (AFB1) through 
peanut and corn consumption.

“Food is a major interconnector in ASEAN due to 
the similarity in diets and food practices and also 
our common interests in ensuring food safety. This 
is due to the transboundary nature of our food 
trade, indeed this similarity, common interests 
and aspirations provide a strong basis for ASEAN 
Member States to establish and maintain common 
food safety control measures.” 

– Dr Chin Cheow Keat, Deputy Director, Food Safety 
& Quality Division, Ministry of Health, Malaysia

Work progressed well on the ASEAN Customs Transit 
System (ACTS) – a computerised Customs transit 
management system piloted in Thailand, Malaysia and 
Singapore in 2016. ACTS is a single electronic goods 
declaration from departure to destination, a single 
guarantee valid for the international journey, and a 
full end-to-end computerisation of operations. In 
November and December ARISE ran a series of trial 
transit transactions through the system, which worked 
effectively. For the next stage of the pilot phase, the 
Parallel Run, ARISE has trained relevant private sector 
participants. As ARISE celebrated its closure in June 
2017, the ACTS was symbolically handed over to 
the ASEAN Deputy Secretary General for ASEAN 
Economic Community, Dr Lim Hong Hin. Developing 
the ACTS as a fully functional transit system remains to 
be continued under the next ARISE Plus programme.

“Under the ARISE programme, perhaps the most 
prominent milestone would be the finalisation of 
the technical specifications and the eventual setting 
up of the actual computerised transit system. With 
the cooperation of the three pilot Member States, 
who had courageously participated in the pilot 
phase, ARISE, Intrasoft and the ASEAN Secretariat 
had successfully coordinated the end to end testing 
of the system.” 

– Lee Boon Chong, Senior Assistant Director 
General of Singapore Customs, Chair of the Sub-

Working Group on ASEAN Customs Transit System
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       Adding up 
EU-ASEAN Capacity building project for Monitoring 
Integration Progress and Statistics

       Free flight 
ASEAN Air Transport Integration Project 

In October 2016 negotiations were launched in 
Brussels to develop a comprehensive air transport 
agreement between ASEAN and the EU which will 
link more than a billion citizens, and establish a solid 
legal framework for closer cooperation in all aspects 
of aviation. The EU-funded ASEAN Air Transport 
Integration Project (AATIP) concluded successfully 
at the end of 2016, but EU support and assistance 
to the ASEAN single aviation market continues, 
with two successor projects mobilising a combined 
funding of €12.5 million to address aviation safety 
and security, air traffic management, and climate 
change and environmental protection, as well as 
enhanced institutional cooperation. The conclusion 
of the AATIP project, and the ongoing commitment 
of all sides to strengthen cooperation, was marked 
by a meeting of EU and ASEAN senior transport 
officials, including the EU Director-General for 
Mobility and Transport, which took place in Manila 
in November 2016.

The EU-ASEAN Capacity building project for 
Monitoring Integration Progress and Statistics 
(COMPASS) aims to strengthen regional statistics and 
monitoring frameworks, and enhance the capacities 
of national data producers such as official statistical 
offices, customs services and central banks. The EU-
funded €7.5 million project supported six statisticians 
from Cambodia, Lao PDR and Myanmar to obtain a 
two-year Master’s degree in statistics at the University 
of the Philippines Diliman in Manila. In June 2017, 
the scholars graduated and received diplomas. 
The project will ensure that the CLMV countries 
(Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar and Vietnam) and 
the ASEAN Community Statistical System (ACSS) are 
provided with highly qualified staff.

“The chance to undertake a master’s course at one 
of the best universities in the region will increase 
my knowledge and capacity to support the ACSS 
as well as the Cambodian system. This is a life 
changing opportunity for me!” 

- Thy Veun, Master of Statistics candidate, 
Cambodian National Institute of Statistics
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       Designing for trade  
EU-ASEAN Project on the Protection of Intellectual 
Property Rights  

       Strengthening farmers’ 
organisations 
ASEAN Farmers’ Organisations Support Programme  

Roundtable Dialogue on Future Collaboration 
among EU and ASEAN Farmers Organisations – with 
representatives from five ASEAN Member States- 
and policy makers took place in November at the 
ASEAN Foundation in Jakarta, with the participation 
of the EU Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Mr Phil Hogan, during his first visit 
to the ASEAN region. During an open discussion 
with representatives from five ASEAN countries, 
Commissioner recalled the importance of family 
farmers, the role of cooperatives, the importance to 
support young farmers, developing added value (also 
by using Geographical Indications) and the need to 
have strong farmers’ organisations in ASEAN but 
also at the local and national levels. The EU supports 
small farmers and ASEAN farmers’ organisations 
through the ASEAN Farmers’ Organisations Support 
Programme (AFOSP).

“Small farmers should remain at the heart of 
agriculture.” 

– Phil Hogan, European Union Commissioner for 
Agriculture and Rural Development

ASEAN TMview and ASEAN Designview make 
protected ASEAN trademark and industrial design 
information easily accessible to all interested 
stakeholders. With these free-to-use tools, the business 
community only needs to use two search engines to 
access information on registered trademarks and 
industrial designs from across the ASEAN region. The 
tools were developed by ASEAN Member States with 
technical support from the EU-ASEAN Project on the 
Protection of Intellectual Property Rights (ECAP III), 
which is implemented by the EU Intellectual Property 
Office, and will be managed and maintained by the 
Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines (IPOPHL) 
on behalf of the ASEAN region.

“As the lead for trademarks, industrial designs 
and information technology under the ASEAN IPR 
Action Plan 2016-2025, IPOPHL welcomed this 
responsibility to assist trademark and industrial 
design filers within and outside the region. IPOPHL 
is fully committed to ensuring that the tools remain 
accessible to stakeholders as a reliable source of 
information on trademarks and industrial designs 
from ASEAN Member States.” 

– Josephine Rima-Santiago, Director General, 
Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines
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       Standards harmony  
ASEAN Regional Integration Support from the EU 

       Joining the digital dots  
DG Communications Networks, Content & Technology  

EU-ASEAN cooperation in the area of digital 
innovation is coordinated by the European 
Commission’s Directorate General for 
Communications Networks, Content & Technology 
(DG CONNECT). Since EU-ASEAN cooperation 
in Information and Communication Technologies 
(ICT) was initiated in 2006, an annual dialogue has 
taken place at the ASEAN Telecommunications 
and Information Technology Ministers Meeting 
(TELMIN) and the ASEAN Telecommunications and 
Information Technology Senior Officials Meeting 
(TELSOM). At the most recent meeting in Brunei in 
November 2016, Ministers agreed to further extend 
cooperation on sectors of mutual interest which 
are targeted in both the ASEAN ICT Masterplan 
2020 and the EU Digital Single Market initiative. The 
Ministers also welcomed the Enhanced Regional 
EU-ASEAN Dialogue Instrument (E-READI) which 
will start at the end of 2017 and further support 
cooperation, including in ICT.

In 2016, a number of other EU-ASEAN events 
were organised by the EU-funded CONNECT2SEA 
project. These included the International 
Collaboration for a Safer World Cybersecurity 
Forum in Manila, the Philippines in January, and 
the Towards New Avenues in EU-ASEAN ICT 
Collaboration conference in Hanoi, Vietnam and the 
EU - South East Asia Big Data Summit in Putrajaya, 
Malaysia, which were both held in May.

The ASEAN Consultative Committee on Standards 
and Quality (ACCSQ) endeavours to harmonise 
standards as an important element of support to 
the establishment of an integrated ASEAN market. 
Harmonised standards enable the removal of technical 
trade barriers that arise due to differences in technical 
regulations and conformity assessment procedures. 
To support the adoption of the ASEAN Guidelines 
for Standards, Technical Regulations and Conformity 
Assessment Procedures (AG-STRACAP), the EU’s 
ARISE programme has therefore provided capacity 
building training in the CLMV countries (Cambodia, 
Lao PDR, Myanmar and Vietnam) to enhance the 
awareness of the relevant high level documentation 
and translate it, along with three supplementary guides, 
into the CLMV national languages. Workshops were 
also held covering topics such as food contaminants, 
food safety regulatory frameworks, sectoral Mutual 
Recognitions Arrangements (MRA) on electrical and 
electronic equipment, and harmonised regulations for 
the automotive sector.
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       Regional cooperation on 
competition policy   

Competition policy ensures that businesses compete 
fairly and offer high-quality products and services at 
reasonable prices, both within and across countries. 
Without a regional authority, cooperation is key for 
consistent enforcement. With funding of €4.5 million 
for three years from the Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ) of Germany, 
the ‘Competition Policy and Law in ASEAN’ Project 
promotes the exchange of experiences among 
competition agencies. This includes staff secondments, 
workshops and dialogue events. As a result, Member 
States are committed to an ambitious new action plan 
with strategic actions towards greater cooperation and 
convergence on competition policy in ASEAN until 
2025.

“However, despite the differences, a substantial 
level of informal collaboration and dialogue already 
exists between the national competition agencies, 
with a high likelihood in the near future that this will 
be extended to formal cooperation in such areas as 
information exchange between authorities.” 

– WongPartnership, 
legal services in the Asia Pacific
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Socio-Cultural Cooperation 
Building on Closer People-to-People Contacts

People-centred and socially 
responsible action aims to build 
an inclusive and sharing society 
where livelihoods, well-being 
and welfare have top priority.

Closer people-to-people contacts are a core 
component of the deepening EU-ASEAN 
partnership, and in line with the ASEAN Socio-
Cultural Community Blueprint, the EU’s social 
and cultural cooperation activities aim to support 
ASEAN’s commitment to improving the quality 
of life of everyone in the region through people-
centred and socially responsible action. Focused 
on nurturing the human, cultural and natural 
resources needed for harmonious relations 
between people and countries and sustainable 
development, this work aims to build an inclusive 
and sharing society where livelihoods, well-being 
and welfare have top priority.

In this context, the EU Support to Higher 
Education in the ASEAN Region (EU-SHARE) 

programme, along with exchanges of higher 
education students and researchers through 
the Erasmus+ programme, are inspiring and 
facilitating the increased regional mobility of 
ASEAN students, and raising the quality of 
university education. This cooperation extends 
to the sharing of EU experiences on the mutual 
recognition of qualifications and regional 
accreditation and evaluation systems. These are 
all of particular relevance to ASEAN as it seeks to 
increase mobility within the region, not only for 
students and academic staff, but also for skilled 
workers.

The EU-SHARE programme also co-organises 
regular policy dialogues with ASEAN Member 
States’ Ministries of Education. Three such events 
were organised in 2016 in Thailand, Vietnam, 
and Malaysia and two other events were held 
during the first semester of 2017 in Jakarta and 
the Philippines. The ASEAN Secretariat, the 
Philippines’ Commission for Higher Education 
(CHED), and the EU joined forces to organise 
the First ASEAN Student Mobility Forum in 
Manila to capture and promote the benefits of 
student mobility in ASEAN.  A wide range of 
stakeholders from all countries debated the role 
of degree structures to advance regional higher 
education systems, student mobility and Higher 
Education Credit Transfer Systems. Stakeholders 
from the EU and ASEAN also met to share their 
experience and ideas.
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In total, more than 4,000 ASEAN students 
now travel to Europe on scholarships funded 
by the EU and its Member States every year, 
and ASEAN’s strong participation in the EU’s 
Seventh Framework Programme for Research 
and Technological Development led to over 100 
successful projects in the region. Doubtlessly, the 
future will see enhanced cooperation under the 
EU’s new research and innovation programme, 
Horizon 2020.

Closer people-to-people contacts are also seen as 
central to addressing global and trans-boundary 
challenges such as climate change and natural 
disasters. Due to geographic factors, many 
ASEAN countries are highly vulnerable to natural 
disasters and the reliability of food, water and 
energy resources remain areas of concern given 
population growth, urbanisation –especially on 
coastal areas- and migration, along with wealth 
and income disparities. The EU has therefore 
been supporting ASEAN and Member State 
initiatives aimed at mitigating the adverse impact 
of climate change, the environment, and disaster 
management since the introduction of ‘Climate 
Change, Environment and Disaster Management’ 

as a vital new area of cooperation in the Bandar 
Seri Begawan Plan of Action, adopted by ASEAN 
and EU ministers in 2012.

The EU is also committed to supporting ASEAN 
farmers’ adaptation to the changes of climate 
patterns by strengthening farmers’ organisations 
in the region. More will also be done to promote 
low-carbon, environmentally sustainable and 
climate resilient ASEAN cities in the future, 
particularly in the context of fast moving 
urbanisation.

Similarly, the ASEAN-EU Emergency 
Management Programme (AEEMP) has shown 
tangible results by working with the ASEAN 
Centre for Humanitarian Assistance (AHA) 
and ASEAN Member States to develop more 
cohesive, coordinated and effective emergency 
response and early warning capabilities. This 
helps facilitate timely and efficient response 
to natural or man-made disasters, as well as 
to enhance cooperation with other regional 
and international organisations. A new specific 
EU programme to support the AHA centre is 
currently under formulation.
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In the margins of the annual review of EU 
and ASEAN cooperation, known as the Joint 
Cooperation Committee (JCC) in March 2017, 
the EU and ASEAN marked the beginning of 
a year dedicated to the 40th anniversary of 
their dialogue relations with the start of new 
cooperation programmes. The event highlighted 
the recent signature of two new EU-ASEAN 
programmes on Sustainable Use of Peatlands 
and Haze Mitigation in ASEAN, as well as 
Biodiversity Conservation and Management of 
Protected Areas in ASEAN.

With a budget of €20 million, the Sustainable 
Use of Peatland and Haze Mitigation in ASEAN 
(SUPA | 2016-2019) programme aims to promote 
the sustainable management of peatlands in the 
ASEAN region and fight against transboundary 
haze pollution through collective actions, and 
sustain local livelihoods, and reduce the risk of 
fire and associated haze, which all contribute 
to global environmental management. It also 
contributes to the mitigation of carbon emissions 
from carbon-rich ASEAN peatland areas, in 

addition to conservation of the unique peatland 
ecosystems biodiversity, which hosts highly 
endangered flora and fauna.

The second programme, Biodiversity 
Conservation and Management of Protected 
Areas in ASEAN (BCAMP | 2016-2021), with €10 
million EU budget contribution, aims to enhance 
the conservation of biodiversity and effective 
management of protected areas in the ASEAN 
region. It will target the network of existing 
and potential ASEAN Heritage Parks to reduce 
biodiversity loss. The programme is implemented 
by the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity (ACB) in 
Los Banos, the Philippines.

The EU and ASEAN are also launching the 
identification of a new programme to support 
environmental education in ASEAN, which shall 
focus on the young generation of ASEAN citizens, 
to learn from each other and better address the 
region’s environmental challenges, such as waste 
management and marine debris in the future.
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       Assuring the quality of higher 
education  
ASEAN-QA Programme 

As higher education gains increasing strategic 
relevance for the viability of national and regional 
economic systems and international competitiveness, 
the importance of preventing a brain-drain of high 
performing Asian students and researchers becomes 
more important. Likewise, as higher education becomes 
increasingly characterised by the convergence of 
higher education systems and the need to develop and 
sustain recognised high quality services, enhancing 
the mutual recognition of degrees and harmonising 
quality development policies becomes central to the 
creation of trust between universities, increasing the 
effectiveness of collaborative research, and student 
mobility. The German Academic Exchange Service 
and the German Rectors’ Conference have therefore 
been cooperating closely with the ASEAN University 
Network and other partners to strengthen the capacity 
for internal and external quality assurance (QA) 
through dialogue, training events and the sharing of 
good practice for ASEAN-QA professionals based on 
regional standards.

“ASEAN-QA has broadened my knowledge 
regarding implementation of QA not only for myself, 
but also, most significantly, for my institution, which 
helped us achieved the accreditation of “A” from 
BAN-PT (National Accreditation Board for Higher 
Education, Indonesia). I am convinced that ASEAN-
QA will benefit other institutions in the same way.” 

- Prof. Dr. Hizir Sofyan, Vice Rector, Universitas 
Syiah Kuala, Banda Aceh, Indonesia

       Broadening learning  
Support to Higher Education in the ASEAN region  

The Support to Higher Education in the ASEAN region 
(SHARE) programme, currently in the third of four 
years of implementation, aims to strengthen regional 
cooperation, enhance the quality, competitiveness 
and internationalisation of ASEAN higher education 
institutions and students, and contribute to ASEAN 
connectivity and prosperity. Inspired by the European 
Bologna Process (which ensures comparability in the 
standards of higher education qualifications) and 
the EU Erasmus scholarship programme, SHARE has 
established a scheme to support the region’s graduates 
and regional leaders of tomorrow by providing 
scholarships to spend one semester in another ASEAN 
country. Two selection rounds were conducted in 
2016, resulting in 150 awardees studying in 29 selected 
universities in the region.

“The SHARE scholarship is an excellent scheme 
that allows the future leaders and workers of the 
ASEAN region to discover new knowledge, meet 
new friends and appreciate the region better. 
Student mobility forms the foundation that 
allows our students to define their identity and 
appreciate their community.” 

- Vongthep Arthakaivalvatee, Deputy Secretary-
General of ASEAN for ASEAN Socio-Cultural 

Community
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       “One Biodiversity” 
Protecting ASEAN’s Biodiversity through the 
Care4Biodiv Programme 

       Supporting sustainable aquaculture 
development 
European Aquaculture Technology and Innovation 
Platform

In ten years from now, to meet the increasing 
demand for seafood, the aquaculture sector will 
need to produce 50 % more each year than it does 
currently. The EU and ASEAN also need to find 
solutions of mutual benefit to ensure food safety, 
reduce environmental impact, and increase overall 
sustainability. Developing sustainable solutions for 
aquaculture is therefore one of the major areas 
of cooperation between the EU and ASEAN. In 
January 2017, a new platform called EURASTIP 
(EURope Asia Science and Technology Innovation 
Platform) was launched with support of EATIP 
(European Aquaculture Technology and Innovation 
Platform). It will run until 2019 and reinforce 
cooperation with aquaculture producing countries 
– in particular Thailand and Vietnam – and develop 
plans for others in the region. EURASTIP will also 
establish Business-to-Business brokerage events 
on standards for aquaculture site planning, animal 
health, food product safety and farm governance.About 20 % of the global biodiversity, approximately 

35 % of the global mangrove forests and 30 % of the 
coral reefs are found in the ASEAN Member States 
(AMS). However, biodiversity in the region and natural 
resources are severely threatened. Therefore, the 
German Government successfully collaborates with 
the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity (ACB) through 
the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Zusammenarbeit 
(GIZ) and the KfW Entwicklungsbank, with the 
aim to facilitate cooperation and coordination on 
biodiversity conservation matters among the 10 AMS. 
The Care4Biodiv Programme comprises three Project 
Components: 1) Institutional Strengthening of the 
Biodiversity Sector in ASEAN, 2) Biodiversity-based 
Products, and 3) the Small Grants Programme (KfW) 
and supports the effective implementation of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity within ASEAN.
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       Reducing health risks  
Towards a Non-toxic Southeast Asia 

The regional programme Towards a Non-toxic 
Southeast Asia contributes to reduced risks to 
health and the environment through the improved 
management of dangerous chemicals and pesticides. 
The SIDA-funded programme was launched in 2007 
and builds on collaboration between the Swedish 
Chemicals Agency, the UN’s Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO), two civil society organisations 
(the Field Alliance and Pesticide Action Network 
Asia Pacific) and the governments of Cambodia, 
Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam. Regional 
exchanges of experiences and information served as 
a vital component, and results have included improved 
legislation in Lao PDR on chemicals management and 
strengthened institutional capacity.

“This regional collaboration is beneficial for 
chemicals management in Lao PDR. The competent 
authorities now coordinate and cooperate more 
effectively to manage the risks of chemicals.” 

– Sivong Sengaloundeth, Deputy Director General, 
Food and Drug Administration, Lao PDR
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During the last 10 years, much attention has been 
given to the key area of economic integration. 
However, several other areas are increasingly 
being recognised as important for the integration 
effort and ASEAN regional development. These 
include, for example, climate change, energy, 
disaster management, employment, and social 
protection. Doubtlessly, economic integration 
and economic growth increase prosperity and 
generate regional dynamism, but they can also 
result in negative effects that may require a 
regional policy response.

The Regional EU-ASEAN Dialogue Instrument 
(READI), a four-year initiative completed in 
August 2015, was an innovative and tangibly 
successful multi-sector dialogue programme 
designed to contribute to all three ASEAN 

Multi-sector Policy Dialogue 
Learning from Each Other through Dialogue and  Cooperation

The new Comprehensive 
Dialogue Facility maintains a 
flexible way of working that 
allows it to reflect ASEAN’s 
needs and priorities.

Communities: the ASEAN Political-Security 
Community (APSC), the ASEAN Economic 
Community (AEC) and the ASEAN Socio-
Cultural Community (ASCC). With the objective 
of facilitating ASEAN integration by supporting 
the ASEAN Community Blueprints and improving 
key stakeholders’ awareness and understanding 
of the potential impacts and consequences 
of their commitments, and building capacity 
to shape and implement sustainable policies, 
READI drew on European experience and 
expertise to support policy development in non-
trade areas on a flexible basis. This allowed it to 
respond to evolving priorities as determined by 
both ASEAN and the EU.

This success led to READI becoming the model 
for two new programmes: a targeted initiative 
with additional support which began in August 
2015 designed to expand READI’s cooperation 
in human rights, which is extended until 2017, 
and an expanded new facility (E-READI) that 
will continue existing work, and extend into new 
areas from 2016. 

The new E-READI will provide a source of 
inspiration for ASEAN integration policy shaping 
and specific technical support for developing 
its capacity. In that sense E-READI will have 
a ‘broader’ coverage than the predecessor 
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needs and priorities, but it is also designed to 
deal with economic matters, unlike the initial 
programme. It also includes more possibilities 
to involve non-state actors to steer the 
dialogue, and develop and draw on more 
substantial background analysis. By setting 
flexible and efficient governance, management 
and communication structures as central, 
and by building trust among key stakeholders 
and interlocutors from ASEAN and the EU –it 
includes notably many Directorate Generals of 
the European Commission-, E-READI is expected 
to significantly contribute  to the development 
of EU-ASEAN multi-sector dialogues. 

READI programme, including also economic 
sectors. It will also support the strengthening of 
the ASEAN coordination system, in particular 
to ensure adequate information sharing and 
complementarity between regional, sub-
regional (Great Mekong Sub-region) and 
national level initiatives. Bilateral capacity 
building support shall be given in priority to 
Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar and Vietnam 
(CLMV). ASEAN civil society shall also be part 
of the programme.

The new facility therefore maintains a flexible 
way of working that allows it to reflect ASEAN’s 
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       Catalysing sustainable development 
ASEAN-German Renewable Energy Support 
Programme 

The ASEAN-German Renewable Energy Support 
Programme (ASEAN-RESP), funded by Germany 
with €3.5 million from 2013 to 2017, aims to improve 
the framework conditions for renewable energy 
by enabling relevant actors in the ASEAN region 
to share expertise and policies. The programme 
has supported the publication of the 4th ASEAN 
Energy Outlook (AEO4), which both provides 
policy makers with an understanding of the energy 
trends and challenges being faced by the region 
up to 2035, and determinedly involves all ASEAN 
Member States in the process. The AEO4 underlines 
the potential for renewable energy to diversify the 
energy mix, contribute to the labour market and local 
manufacturing, and act as a catalyst for economic 
development. The AEO4 was presented during the 
33rd ASEAN Ministers on Energy Meeting (AMEM) 
held in October 2015 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

“The publication complements the implementation 
of the ASEAN Plan of Action for Energy Cooperation 
2016-2025, thereby deriving strategies within 
ASEAN to address future energy needs.  It supports 
the ASEAN Centre for Energy’s effort to fulfil its 
function as regional centre of excellence that builds 
a coherent, coordinated, focused and robust energy 
policy agenda and strategy for ASEAN.” 

       Cooperation for science, 
technology and innovation 
DG Research and Innovation  

Scientific cooperation between the EU and ASEAN 
has been a high priority since the 16th ASEAN-EU 
Ministerial Meeting in Nuremberg, Germany in 2007 
and is coordinated by the European Commission’s 
Directorate General for Research and Innovation (DG 
RTD). Regular meetings now occur between senior 
officials at the ASEAN Committee of Science and 
Technology (COST) which convenes in the margins 
of the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Science and 
Technology to review cooperation on areas such 
as aquaculture, infectious disease preparedness, 
water, and enhancing the framework for research 
and innovation uptake. The next ASEAN-EU Senior 
Officials Meeting on Science, Technology and 
Innovation (SOM on STI) is scheduled to take place in 
November 2017 in Myanmar.

Every year, scientific communities from Europe and 
ASEAN also meet for a large conference – the EU-
ASEAN Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) 
Days. The last event took place in Hanoi in May 
2016 with more than 500 participants, including 
established experts, researchers and policy-makers. 
22 workshops and sessions focused on developing 
academic-industry collaborations to address 
common societal and global challenges. In addition, 
a number of research projects, platforms, grants and 
joint actions were organised, which will be further 
developed under the upcoming E-READI programme 
and the new Horizon 2020 International Cooperation 
Service Facility.

– Ir. Dr. Sanjayan 
Velautham, 

Executive 
Director, ASEAN 

Centre for Energy
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       Boosting diplomatic skills   
Diplomacy and Regional Cooperation for Mid-Career 
ASEAN Officials  

Since 2010 the Clingendael Institute of International 
Relations in the Netherlands has organised an annual 
training course in diplomacy and regional cooperation 
for mid-career diplomats from the ASEAN Member 
States and the ASEAN Secretariat. In six years to 
2015, a total of 195 participants have attended the 
two-week programme. In 2016 the course was held 
in November and was attended by 22 participants. 
In the same month, the Netherlands’ Foreign Minister 
met with the ASEAN Secretary-General and reiterated 
the Netherlands’ commitment to support the capacity 
building of ASEAN through an Exchange of Notes. 

“The course was an excellent learning opportunity 
for all participants. It allowed participants to 
share views and gain better understanding of the 
different perspectives involved in international 
relations and diplomacy. In addition to the very 
useful classroom discussions and practical skills 
simulations, the opportunity to develop professional 
networks and personal friendships during the 
two-week programme was enriching. The course 
also served as a valuable contribution towards 
strengthening ASEAN-EU relations and the ASEAN 
Community building process.” 

- Retno Astrini, Senior Officer, Security Cooperation 
Division, ASEAN Secretariat

       Mitigating the impact of increased 
mobility   
Energy Efficiency and Climate Change Mitigation for 
the Land Transport Sector of the ASEAN Region  

Supporting the implementation of ASEAN’s Transport 
Strategic Plan (2016-2025), the Energy Efficiency and 
Climate Change Mitigation for the Land Transport 
Sector of the ASEAN Region project aims to facilitate 
the development of a regional fuel economy roadmap, 
a regional strategy, and an indicator framework for 
sustainable transport. Funded with €6 million from 
2012 to 2018 by the German Federal Ministry for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), and 
implemented by GIZ, Phase I of the project concluded 
at the end of 2015, and the second phase runs until 
the end of 2018. Directly participating countries 
include Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand, 
and Vietnam. Other ASEAN Member States benefit 
indirectly by attending regional events, organised 
by the project, which is part of the regional Cities, 
Environment and Transport in the ASEAN Region 
programme.
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Bilateral Cooperation

Building a More Resilient ASEAN-EU Development 
Cooperation through Individual Partnerships with 
ASEAN Member States

      Brunei Darussalam
Brunei Darussalam is a valuable partner which 
works with the EU in different multilateral fora 
namely ASEAN, the ASEAN Regional Forum and 
Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM). The EU is Brunei’s 
5th largest trading partner at an overall value of 
almost €1 billion. The EU is the third largest 
supplier of Brunei in terms of goods. Brunei 
imports close to one billion euros worth goods 
and about 500 million euros of services. Several 
small and big EU-based companies are part of 
the Brunei’s economy.

Brunei is an active member of ASEAN and 
the EU supports its strong legacy linked to 
the Bandar Seri Begawan Plan of Action 
2013-2017 which introduced climate change, 
disaster management and environment in EU-
ASEAN cooperation. The EU welcomes Brunei’s 
voluntary participation, in the implementation 
of key EU-ASEAN programmes such as border 
management, intra-ASEAN student mobility, and, 
soon, on peatlands and biodiversity. Brunei is not 
eligible to EU development assistance because 
of its high income per capita.

The conclusion of a Partnership and Cooperation 
Agreement (PCA), like in other countries of the 
region, would result in deeper EU-Brunei co-
operation (for instance on higher education or 
climate change). In the meantime, the EU looks 
forward to furthering its cooperation in the areas 
of common interest such as preventing violent 
extremism and maritime security.



Blue Book 2017 41

      Cambodia
The EU has been a major development partner 
of Cambodia since the early 1990s. Currently the 
EU, working under ‘Joint Programming’ together 
with eight EU Member States and Switzerland, 
is the country’s largest grant donor, with total 
funding estimated at €1.4 billion for 2014-2018. 
The greatest share of this assistance is channelled 
through bilateral cooperation between the EU 
Delegation and the Cambodian government, as 
set out in the Multiannual Indicative Programme 
2014-2020.

With the overarching objective of reducing 
poverty, this assistance supports initiatives 
ranging from governance and public sector 
reforms, to agricultural and rural development. 
It includes support to natural resource 
management, private sector development and 
employment generation, as well as initiatives 
designed to enhance physical and social 
infrastructure and develop human resources, 
including in the education and health sectors. 
This assistance is aligned with the government’s 
Rectangular Strategy, and the National Social 
and Economic Development Plan.

In addition, recognising the role of civil society 
organisations in development, the EU supports 
a range of non-government development 
actors. This support, which is awarded through 
competitive calls for proposals, is delivered 
through thematic programmes in areas such as 
human rights, climate change, environmental 

protection, and gender equality. The EU’s 
development assistance to Cambodia, which 
totals €410 million in bilateral cooperation 
for 2014-2020, and €21 million in thematic 
budget lines for 2014-2017, benefits millions of 
Cambodians.
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      Indonesia

EU-Indonesia relations have now evolved from 
a donor-recipient relationship to an equal 
partnership. The EU-Indonesia Partnership 
and Cooperation Agreement (PCA), which 
entered into force in 2014, indicates the growing 
importance of the ties between the EU and 
Indonesia, with relations based on the principles 
of equality, mutual benefits and respect. The 
agreement is the first of its kind between the EU 
and an ASEAN country.

Over the last 10 years, the EU has contributed more 
than €500 million in development assistance to 
Indonesia with four priorities covering education, 
democracy and human rights, the environment 
and economic cooperation.

In education, major programmes have addressed 
supporting minimum service standards in 
disadvantaged areas, with a focus on fostering 
quality teaching, and developing higher 
education opportunities, as well as sector policy 
dialogue combined to budget support which is 
ending in 2017.

EU-Indonesia bilateral cooperation for 
good governance focuses on public finance 
management and justice. The EU provides also 
support to human rights.  In order to ensure 
these objectives, the EU has worked in close 
cooperation with civil society, which plays a vital 
role in promoting human rights, democracy and 
good governance across the country. An EU 
Roadmap for Engagement with Civil Society for 
2015-2017 ensures a more structured approach 
for engagement between civil society, central 
and local governments across the archipelago 
and with the EU and its Member States. The 

EU also promotes gender equality, women’s 
empowerment, and the fight against gender-
based violence within the EU-Indonesia Human 
Rights Dialogue.

Another important field of cooperation between 
the EU and Indonesia has been the protection 
of the environment, including support to the 
sustainable management of Indonesia’s rich 
forests and peatlands and the fight against 
climate change. In November 2016, these efforts 
saw significant success: Indonesia became the 
first country in the world to obtain Forest Law 
Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT) 
licencing for its timber products exported to the 
EU market, a landmark achievement in the fight 
to reduce illegal logging.

Finally, economic cooperation programmes, 
have strengthened the policy framework and 
promoted trade and investment. This has 
recently been enhanced by the start in 2016 of 
the negotiations of a Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement (CEPA) between the 
EU and Indonesia. Once concluded, the CEPA 
shall enable the free flow of goods, services and 
investments in a common market of 750 million 
people. This agreement will provide a mutual 
benefit and build confidence between the 
complementary economies of Indonesia and the 
EU. A new bilateral trade-support programme, 
closely coordinated with ASEAN-EU ARISE plus 
regional actions was designed in 2017.
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      Lao PDR
Present in Lao PDR for more than 20 years, the 
EU has adapted its support during the country’s 
rapid transformation with policy shifting from 
traditional project assistance to a more long-
term approach focused on policy reforms 
and the promotion of government ownership, 
sectoral strategies, budget support and donor 
coordination. Overall, European grant aid 
has amounted to over €500 million for this 
period, making the EU one of Lao PDR’s largest 
development partners. 

The main EU bilateral programmes aim 
at reducing poverty by supporting the 
government’s objective to graduate from the 
Least Developed Countries List by 2020. While 
EU funding amounted to more than €69 million 
for 2007-2013, the current programming period 
of 2014-2020 has seen a substantial increase to 
a total of €207 million. 

Since 2016, European development partners 
have used a joint approach to improve their 
focus on delivering results. This involves nine 
European development partners, as well as the 
Lao government, and is fully aligned with the 
national development strategy. The primary 
objectives are poverty eradication, a clean and 
safe environment, good social services and a 
better life for all. Programming concentrates 

on seven sectors, all of which are priorities for 
the government and the population. The EU is 
leading on Education, Governance and Nutrition, 
while Natural Resources and Environment, 
and Private Sector Development are led by 
Germany, Agriculture and Rural Development 
by France, and Health by Luxemburg. A careful 
division of labour among the partners improves 
dialogue and coordination with government 
line ministries.
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      Malaysia

The establishment of the EU Delegation in 
Malaysia in 2003 led to significantly closer 
cooperation between European and Malaysian 
federal and state authorities, civil society, and 
academia. Today, and in the past, cooperation in 
trade and economic issues is the driving force for 
closer relations.

Bilateral cooperation with Malaysia focuses on 
two main areas: business development, and the 
environment and climate change. Regarding 
business development, the EU is supporting 
the development of stronger business ties. 
Specifically, this initiative seeks to reinforce 
the presence of EU small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) in Malaysia, as well as Malaysian 
SMEs in the EU. Regarding the environment and 
climate change, cooperation covers a range of 
areas, including green technology, renewable 
energy, and sustainable forest management. 
Specifically, the EU is working with Malaysia to 
improve the readiness of the State of Sabah to 
engage in REDD+ activities and promote pro-
poor sustainable forest management.

Increasingly the EU is working with Malaysia 
in areas falling under the Common Foreign 
and Security Policy. These include maritime 
security, export control, and chemical, biological, 
radiological and nuclear (CBRN) risk. Under 
the Migration EU Expertise II facility, European 
experts are also providing training on improved 
border management practices and procedures. 
In the future, cooperation is expected to expand 
to include work on human rights and civil society 
engagement.
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      Myanmar
The EU’s cooperation in Myanmar aims to support 
the continuing reform process and the country’s 
efforts to build a functioning democracy, as well as 
to foster inclusive and sustainable development. 
The country strategy, as outlined in the Multiannual 
Indicative Programme for 2014-2020, provides 
€688 million of bilateral assistance, making the 
EU one of Myanmar’s major donors. Four priority 
sectors have been identified following extensive 
discussions with the government, civil society 
and international partners: rural development, 
agriculture and food and nutrition security; 
education; governance, rule of law, state capacity 
building; and peacebuilding.

In addition to the EU’s bilateral support, 
Myanmar also benefits from various EU thematic 
and regional programmes. These include the 
European Instrument for Democracy and Human 
Rights, Non-State Actors and Local Authorities 
programme; the Energy Thematic programme, 
which includes the environment and natural 
resources; ARISE – ASEAN Regional Integration 
Support from the EU; and COMPASS – EU 
Institutional Capacity Building Project for ASEAN 
Monitoring and Statistics programme; and the 
Instrument contributing to Stability and Peace.
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      The Philippines

The EU is a major development partner of the 
Philippines and has contributed more than a €1 
billion of grants over the past four decades to 
combat poverty and raise living standards of 
the poor. The seven-year EU support strategy 
for 2014-2020, funded with €325 million, is 
aligned with national development priorities, 
and more than doubles grant assistance for 
2007-2013 which totalled €130 million. Most 
EU funds are given as grants making the EU 
jointly with EU Member States the largest 
donor. The 2014-2020 strategy focuses 
on two areas: the rule of law and inclusive 
growth through sustainable energy and job 
creation. Regarding the former, the EU and 
the Philippines wish to increase cooperation 
in the justice sector to support the Philippine 
Justice Sector Reform Strategy. Regarding the 
latter, the EU is keen to help the government 

to achieve its ambitious electrification targets 
for poor areas.

Emphasis is placed on conflict-affected Mindanao, 
where the EU supports the peace process as 
well as community development. In addition, the 
EU remains a key partner in the health sector 
and provides trade-related technical assistance. 
The bilateral programme is complemented by 
additional funding – often channelled through 
civil society organisations – to address social 
issues, the environment, indigenous peoples, 
governance, human rights, peace building, 
and migration. The EU is also one of the most 
important providers of emergency funds need 
in the event of natural disasters. Typhoon 
Haiyan (known as Super Typhoon Yolanda in the 
Philippines) brought enormous support from the 
EU and EU Member States in 2013.
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      Singapore

The EU regards Singapore as a key partner as 
both parties share common interests in trade 
and investment, regional and global security, and 
economic development. This is reflected in the 
upcoming EU-Singapore Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA) which is complemented by a Partnership 
and Cooperation Agreement (PCA), initialled 
in 2013. This agreement broke new ground on 
cooperation in education, transport, energy, as 
well as science and technology. As with other 
industrialised countries, the EU’s engagement 
with Singapore seeks to emphasise public 
diplomacy and the development of people-to-
people links.

Singapore is also the hub of the EU Business 
Avenues in South East Asia, an EU-funded 

business promotion programme which aims 
to support European companies in South East 
Asia. As part of the programme, which covers 
several different sectors, European companies 
have the opportunity to participate in fairs, 
networking event and discussions with potential 
partners in pre-arranged meetings. Each event 
covers Singapore and one neighbouring market. 
The inaugural event took place in July 2016, in 
conjunction with Singapore International Water 
Week, and 30 European companies participated. 
At a second event, 35 participating companies 
spent two days showcasing their products and 
meeting local companies in Singapore as part 
of Singapore International Energy Week, before 
travelling to Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia for a two-
day stand-alone event.
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      Thailand

Bilateral development cooperation with 
Thailand falls into three main areas: sustainable 
growth and development; human development 
and migration; and environment and 
climate change. Most ongoing projects are 
implemented by civil society organisations 
which are working towards strengthening civil 
society in these areas, as well as addressing 
human rights and aid to uprooted people.

A number of additional projects managed from 
Thailand have regional reach. These are either 
trade-related projects focused on sustainable 

production and consumption, intellectual 
property rights, and civil aviation, or are linked 
to the environmental and climate change with 
an emphasis on supporting community forestry 
and sustainable natural resource management 
in the Mekong region. Two areas of cooperation 
– decent work and migration – cut across 
several programmes. Tackling these issues is 
high on the agenda of the Thai government as 
well as the EU.
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      Vietnam

The EU first engaged bilaterally with Vietnam in 
1990, and since then it has provided more than 
€600 million in grant funding, and developed 
a strong and dynamic partnership. This is 
enshrined in the Partnership and Cooperation 
Agreement (PCA), which came into force in 
October 2016, and lays the foundations for 
further political, economic and development 
cooperation. Many EU Member States are 
also active through their own development 
initiatives, making the EU and the Member 
States combined the largest grant donor in 
Vietnam.

The PCA focuses on health, trade assistance, 
and governance/rule of law. With total grant 
funding of €114 million for 2015-2018, the 
EU-Vietnam Health Sector Policy Support 
Programme (HSPSP-2) is the largest health 
sector support programme in Asia. Specifically, 
the programme, which is coordinated by 
the Ministry of Health, aims to support the 

achievement of key policy objectives as laid 
out in the national five-year plan for the health 
sector. These include providing universal health 
coverage, and improving the availability and 
quality of services in the 10 poorest provinces.

The EU’s trade assistance cooperation covers not 
just trade in goods, but also trade in services, as 
well as intellectual property rights, export policy, 
and encouraging foreign direct investment. The 
flagship European Trade Policy and Investment 
Support Programme (EU-MUTRAP) aims to 
support Vietnam’s integration into regional 
and global trade systems, and to enhance 
EU-Vietnam trade and investment relations 
with a view to maximising trade benefits and 
facilitating economic development, inclusive 
growth and poverty reduction. A bilateral EU-
Vietnam Free Trade Agreement is currently in 
the process of ratification, and in coming years, 
the EU is planning specific support that will 
focus on the energy sector.
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European Union
Mission to ASEAN 
Delegation of the European Union
Intiland Tower, 16th Floor
Jl. Jend. Sudirman Kav. 32
Jakarta 10220
T. : +6221 2554-6200
F. : +6221 2554-6201
Email:  mission-asean@eeas.europa.eu

Austria
Embassy of Austria
Jl. Diponegoro No. 44
Jakarta 12950
T. : +6221 2355-4005
F. : +6221 3190-4881
Email: jakarta-ob@bmeia.gv.at

Belgium
Embassy of the Kingdom of Belgium
Deutsche Bank Bldg. 16th Floor
Jl. Imam Bonjol No. 80
Jakarta 10310
T. : +6221 316-2030
F. : +6221 316-2035
Email: jakarta@diplobel.fed.be

Bulgaria
Embassy of the Republic of Bulgaria
Jl. Imam Bonjol No. 34-36
Jakarta 10310
T. : +6221 390-4048; 391-3130
F. : +6221 390-4049
Email: embassy.jakarta@mfa.bg 

Croatia
Embassy of the Republic of Croatia
Menara Mulia, 28th Floor - Suite 2801
Jl. Jend Gatot Subroto Kav. 9-11
Jakarta 12930
T. : +6221 525-7822
F. : +6221 520-4073
Email: jakarta@mvep.hr 

Cyprus
Honorary Consulate of the Republic of Cyprus
Menara Sudiman 7th Floor B
Jl. Jenderal Sudirman Kav. 60
Jakarta 12190
T. : +6221 522-6837/39
F. : +6221 522-6829
Email: cyprus.consulate@gmail.com 

Czech Republic
Embassy of the Czech Republic
Jl. Gereja Theresia No. 20
Jakarta 10350
PO BOX 1319
T. : +6221 390-4075/-4076/-4077
F. : +6221 390-4078
Email: jakarta@embassy.mzv.cz

Contacts
EU Member States Accredited to ASEAN
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Denmark
Royal Danish Embassy
Menara Rajawali, 25th Floor
Jl DR Ide Anak Agung Gde Agung #5.1
Kawasan Mega Kuningan
Jakarta 12950
T. : +6221 576-1478
F. : +6221 576-1535
Email: jktamb@um.dk

Estonia
Estonian Embassy in Canberra, Australia
12 Darwin Avenue
Yarralumla
ACT 2600
Australia
T. : +61 (0) 409 798 474
Email: embassy.canberra@mfa.ee

Finland
Embassy of Finland
Menara Rajawali, 9th Floor
Jl DR Ide Anak Agung Gde Agung #5.1
Kawasan Mega Kuningan
Jakarta 12950
T. : +6221 2939-3000
F. : +6221 576-1631
Email: sanomat.jak@formin.fi

France
Embassy of France
Jl. MH Thamrin No. 20, 
Jakarta 10350
T. : +6221 2355-7600
F. : +6221 2355-7601
Email: contact@ambafrance-id.org 

Germany
Embassy of the Federal Republic of
Germany
Jl. MH Thamrin No. 1, 
Jakarta 10310
T. : +6221 3985-5000
F. : +6221 3985-5130
Email: info@jakarta.diplo.de

Greece
Embassy of the Hellenic Republic
Plaza 89, 12th Floor, Suite 1203
Jl. HR Rasuna Said Kav. X-7 No.6
Jakarta 12940
T. : +6221 520-7776 (hunting)
F. : +6221 520-7753
Email: gremb.jrt@mfa.gr 
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Hungary
Embassy of the Republic of Hungary
Jl. HR Rasuna Said Kav. X/3 No. 1
Jakarta 12950
T. : +6221 520-3459/-3460
F. : +6221 520-3461
Email: mission.jkt@mfa.gov.hu

Ireland
Embassy of the Republic of Ireland
World Trade Center 1 L-14
Jl. Jend. Sudirman Kav. 29-31
Jakarta 12920
T. : +62 21 280 94300
F. : +62 21 521 1622
Email: jakartaem@dfa.ie

Italy
Embassy of the Republic of Italy
Jl. Diponegoro No. 45
Jakarta 10310
T. : +6221 3193-7445
F. : +6221 3193-7422
Email: ambasciata.jakarta@esteri.it

Lithuania
Lithuanian Embassy in Tokyo, Japan 
3-7-18 Moto-Azabu, Minato-ku 
Tokyo 106-0046 Japan
T. : (+81) 3 3408 5091
F. : (+81) 3 3408 5092
Email: amb.jp@urm.lt 

Luxembourg
Embassy of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg
Q House Lumpini, 17th Floor
1 South Sathorn Road
Tungmahamek Sathorn
Bangkok 10120, Thailand
T. : +66 2677-7360; 2677-7364

Netherlands
Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
Jl. HR Rasuna Said Kav. S-3
Jakarta 12950
T. : +6221 524-8200
F. : +6221 520-0734
Email: jak@minbuza.nl 

Poland
Embassy of the Republic of Poland
Jl. HR Rasuna Said Kav. X Block IV/3
Jakarta 12950
T. : +6221 252-5938; 252-5939
F. : +6221 252-5958
Email: dzakarta.amb.sekretariat@msz.gov.pl

Portugal
Embassy of Portugal
Jl. Indramayu No. 2A
Jakarta 10310
T. : +6221 3190-8030
F. : +6221 3190-8031
Email: porembjak@cbn.net.id
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Romania
Embassy of Romania
Jl. Teuku Cik Ditiro No. 42A
Jakarta 10310
T. : +6221 390-0489; 310-6240
F. : +6221 310-6241
Email: jakarta@mae.ro    

Slovakia
Embassy of the Slovak Republic
Jl. Prof. Moh. Yamin, SH No. 29
Jakarta Pusat 10310
PO BOX 1368
T. : +6221 310-1068; 315-1429
F. : +6221 310-1180
Email: emb.jakarta@mzv.sk

Slovenia
Embassy of Slovenia
26 Akame Circuit, O’Malley 2606 ACT
Canberra, Australia
T. : +61 2 6290 0000
F. : +61 2 6290 0619
Email: sloembassy.canberra@gov.si   
 

Spain
Embassy of the Kingdom of Spain
Jl. Haji Agus Salim No. 61
Jakarta 10350
T. : +6221 3193-5136; 314-2355
F. : +6221 3193-5134; 3192-5996
Email: emb.yakarta@maec.es 

Sweden
Embassy of Sweden
Menara Rajawali, 9th Floor
Jl DR Ide Anak Agung Gde Agung #5.1
Kawasan Mega Kuningan
Jakarta 12950
T. : +6221 2553-5900
F. : +6221 2553-5941
Email: ambassaden.jakarta@gov.se  

United Kingdom
Her Britannic Majesty’s Embassy
Jl. Patra Kuningan Raya
Jakarta 12950, Indonesia
T. : +6221 2356-5200
F. : +6221 2356-5351
Email: jakarta.mcs@fco.gov.uk
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Delegation of the European Union to the Kingdom 
of Cambodia
No. 100 A, Preah Norodom Boulevard
Khan Daun Penh, 12207 Phnom Penh
PO Box 2301
Cambodia
Tel. +855 (0) 23 216996 / 211102 / 220611 / 220612
Fax. +855 (0) 23 216997
Email: DELEGATION-CAMBODIA@eeas.europa.eu

Delegation of the European Union to Indonesia 
and Brunei Darussalam
Intiland Tower, 16th floor
Jl Jend Sudirman 32
Jakarta 10220
Indonesia
Tel. +62-21 25546200
Fax. +62-21 25546201
Email: DELEGATION-INDONESIA@eeas.europa.eu

Delegation of the European Union to Laos
Europe House
Unit 19, Hom 2, Setthathirath Road, Haisok Village, 
Chanthabouly District
Vientiane, Lao PDR.
P.O. Box: 9325;
Tel. +856 (21) 255 575
Fax. +856 (21) 255 576, 255 577
Email: DELEGATION-LAOS@eeas.europa.eu 

Delegation of the European Union to Malaysia
Menara Tan & Tan, Suite 10.01
207 Jalan Tun Razak
50400 Kuala Lumpur
Malaysia
Tel. +603-2723 7333
Fax. +603-2723 7337
Email: DELEGATION-MALAYSIA@eeas.europa.eu

Delegation of the European Union to Myanmar
6th Floor Hledan Centre - Corner of Pyay Road and 
Hledan Road
Kamayut Township
Yangon
Myanmar
Tel. +95 (0) 1 230 56 50
Fax. + 95 (0) 1 230 56 51
Email: DELEGATION-MYANMAR@eeas.europa.eu

Delegation of the European Union to the 
Philippines
30/F Tower II, RCBC Plaza
6819 Ayala Avenue
Makati City, 1200
Philippines
Tel. +63 2-8595100
Fax. +63 2-859 5109
Email: DELEGATION-PHILIPPINES@eeas.europa.eu

Contacts
EU Delegations in ASEAN Member States
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Delegation of the European Union to Singapore
250 North Bridge Road
#38-03 Raffles City Tower
Singapore 179101
Singapore
Tel. +65 6336 7919
Fax. +65 6336 3394
Email: DELEGATION-SINGAPORE@eeas.europa.eu

Delegation of the European Union to Thailand 
Athenee Tower, 10th floor, 
63 Wireless Road,
Bangkok 10330, 
Thailand  
Tel. +66 (0) 2305 2600 / 2700 
Fax. +66 (0) 2255 9113 
Email: DELEGATION-THAILAND@eeas.europa.eu

Delegation of the European Union to Vietnam
Lotte Centre, West wing, 24th floor
54 Lieu Giai
Ba Dinh District
Hanoi
Vietnam
Tel. +84 4 39 41 00 99
Fax. +84 4 39 46 17 01
Email: DELEGATION-VIETNAM@eeas.europa.eu
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Join us on 

www.facebook.com/EUinASEAN

www.twitter.com/EUinASEAN

www.instagram.com/EUinASEAN 

EU Mission to ASEAN
Intiland Tower, 16th Floor
Jl. Jend. Sudirman 32, Jakarta 10220 Indonesia
T. : +62 21 2554 6200, Fax. +62 21 2554 6201
Email: mission-asean@eeas.europa.eu
eeas.europa.eu/asean  


